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1.0 MANAGER UPDATE 

MANAGER’S SUMMARY JUNE 2021 

 Our district is proud to announce that our CTE aviation program had its first student obtain 
their pilots license this month!   We have also applied for the SEAL for the state 
certification for this program and are anxiously waiting to see if our program is accepted.  
If we are, we will be the first in the state to have this type of program. 

 We are hosting a city-wide registration fair for our parents and students for three days in 
July.  For the registration, we have partnered with many local vendors to provide services 
for our families.  Families will be able to register for school using the new student 
management system, Skyward, but will also be able to access a barber, dental services, eye 
exams, obtain school uniforms, get vaccinations and sports physicals, to name a few.  We 
have over 30 local partners coming to our district to provide free services to our students 
to help them successfully start school in the Fall.   

 Our summer school will end July 29th and was very well attended.  We had over 1,000 
students participate in our extended day summer school programming, which is the largest 
the district has had in many years.  The emphasis of summer school was Math and Reading 
intervention and remediation the first half of the day and STEM instruction the second 
part of the day.   

 We are continuing our strong partnership with the GAPS (Gary Alumni Pathways to 
Students) program to enhance programming to our kids.   GAPS applied for the 
accelerated learning grant and received funding.  They are using the funding to provide 
career readiness skills to our students along with extra tutoring after school hours. 

 We hosted our second Referendum Ambassador meeting in July.  We discussed the first 
installment of the funds the district received.  In addition, the group broke up into sub 
committees based on their preference sheet.  The sub groups worked on discussing 
suggestions and submitted them to the whole committee for review.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) FOR JUNE 2021 

1. Why doesn’t the school call parents when buses are running late? This is the 2nd time my 
kids have left Banneker school late and I was not notified. School was dismissed at 2p, I was 
at the bus stop at 2:30. Once 2:48 came I called the school to inquire about the bus. I was 
informed they had just left the school at 2:40, 40 minutes later. No one called to notify me 
or anything else. I’m furious and trying to figure out what are you all going to do about this 
situation? Here it is 3:30 and bus still has not made it to the bus stop. This is so irresponsible 
and unacceptable for no one to reach out and let us know what is going on.  

We are sorry that this has happened on more than one occasion. Please check with your child’s 
school to make sure your contact information is up-to-date. Please also leave a message with 
the transportation department with the details of the dates and bus number, so they can 
address it with the bus contractor. (219)881-5426.  

2. Is the track open to the public for walking? If so, what are the hours?  

We are happy to open the track to the public for walking between dawn and dusk. Currently, 
the track is closed as we install new football turf. We will post when the track is open and 
available for use on our social media platforms and website.   

3. I am interested in attending public school board meetings. I want to give back to the school 
system that helped me become a scholar.  

Thank you for your interest in giving back! We hope to open volunteer opportunities to the 
public in the near future. Unfortunately, because of the pandemic, we are limited on the 
number of attendees who can attend meetings and enter the buildings at this time. We do offer 
community engagement at J’s Breakfast Club, 3669 Broadway in Gary every 2nd Monday of the 
month to hear updates of things happening in the district as well as informing the community 
of opportunities to give back and get involved. The next one is scheduled for Monday, July 12th. 
You can also subscribe to our monthly newsletter that occasionally highlights opportunities for 
involvement. If you’re interested in subscribing, please send us your email address or submit 
your information on the homepage of our website at garyschools.org. Thank you for your 
interest.  

4. I want to let you know that I was very disappointed in this way things were handled for the 
seniors this year. My daughter missed out on senior pictures and now senior group picture 
because someone did not tell her what time to be there for graduation day. She did go to 
the 2 practices that they had and no one told her what time to be there.  

I'm sorry that your daughter did not hear the information that was provided to her and all the 
seniors. Our graduates and families were informed of all details regarding graduation for weeks 
leading into the ceremony. The faculty had a meeting with parents weeks before graduation 
and seniors were told at every practice leading up to graduation to be at the school by noon the 
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day of graduation. We will bring your concerns to the faculty so hopefully in the future, no 
graduating senior are left out. It was challenging for us all this year because of the unforeseen 
pandemic. We wish your senior well in her future endeavors and thank you for sharing your 
feedback. 

5. I would like to find out how I can get my transcript. 

You can submit a request through our online form at garyschools.org.   

If you need additional assistance one you’ve submitted, please reach out to Ms. Johnson at 219-
881-5414.  

6. I want to sign my son up for summer school. He goes to West Side Leadership Academy.  

Please reach out to West Side directly, and they will be able to assist you in this process. (219) 
413-9870  

7. Do you know how the bus schedule going to be for summer school? l need information. My 
daughter will be attending summer school and needs to know what the bus will be coming 
and the bus stop location. 

The bus schedule will be specific to your child's school. Please contact your home school for 
specific instructions. Thanks so much for enrolling your child in Summer School. 
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CURRICULUM REPORT FOR JUNE 2021 

 Our high school students are continuing their participation in summer school.  They attend 
classes from 9:00 – 2:00 Mondays through Fridays. 

 The district is implementing Multi-Tiered System of Supports in each building for next year.  
We are creating teams of school staffs to create a plan for helping our students in all areas 
of need and support. 

 Bailly Stem Academy will partner with Project Lead the Way for the 21-22 school year.  
PLTW will be curriculum driver for the school to become STEM certified.   

 West Side Leadership Academy will also utilize PLTW to support several new courses next 
year including Intro to Computer Science, Space and Flight and Computer Science 

 Our districts’ 8th – 10th grade students will be able to take the PSAT three times over the 
upcoming school year. 

 The district is working to have an Early College cohort for our students.  Over the next 
school year, we will create the model and begin to build the full plan. 

 New School hours for next year will be as follows: 

 Middle school/High School/CTE hours:  7:15 – 3:00 

 Elementary hours:  8:00 – 3:45 

 PreK hours:  8:30 – 3:15 

 Secondary Orientation will be held on July 30, August 2nd and August 3rd.  Students will find 
their lockers, meet the schools’ administrative teams and staff and receive their schedules. 

 We have a fully operating Band and Orchestra!  Our band represented the district well in 
our city’s July 4th celebration.   
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