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INDIANAPOLIS -The Indiana Department of Education today announced that Sharita
Ware, an engineering and technology teacher at East Tipp Middle School in Tippecanoe
School Corporation, has been named the 2022 Indiana Teacher of the Year.

“Engineering and technology come alive in Mrs. Sharita Ware’s classroom, nurturing the
next generation of Indiana’s innovators,” said Dr. Katie Jenner, Indiana Secretary of
Education. “By building an active learning environment, she challenges middle school
students daily to explore and engage in STEM, bringing excitement into her classroom
through innovative activities. Through hands-on projects both in class and after school,
Mrs. Ware’s students are learning to solve real-world problems, while building important
life skills like creativity, innovation, and teamwork.”

Ware is a 10-year educator who is dedicated to helping her students build knowledge and
skills for high school and life beyond. She is helping her seventh and eighth grade students
build problem-solving and critical thinking skills through hands-on, real-world and
collaborative projects. This includes launching several afterschool activities for students:

¢ The Maker Monday Hour, which allows students to work on developing creative
projects -- such as building a candy dispenser or mechanical puppet -- in a low-
pressure environment and alongside frequent support from Purdue University
students. This hands-on experience allows students to use new tools and build new
skills. During COVID-19 related school closures, nearly 10 percent of all East Tipp
Middle School students participated in Maker Monday Hour projects at home.

e FIRST Lego League is a global program that encourages STEM learning and
exploration, along with competition in regional, state, national and global
competitions. As part of FIRST Lego League, East Tipp students work to help solve a
problem in the community. Last year, the school’s multiple teams developed a
fitness app that allows users to invite friends to join a virtual fithess group and
compete for points -- encouraging people to stay connected and active while
physically distanced. As part of the group, students also design and build a robot,
which is programmed to solve missions.
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In addition to teaching at East Tipp Middle School, Ware has also taught classes through

Purdue University’s Gifted Education Research and Resource Institute’s Super Saturday
Program. Last year, she taught a class on sustainable development called “We Built This
City,” which culminates in students building a city with Legos. The class encouraged play
while fostering students’ civic engagement and understanding of concepts including
sustainability, collaboration and engineering design.

Ware earned a master’s degree in curriculum and instruction, specializing in engineering
and technology teacher education, from Purdue University as an Indiana Woodrow Wilson
Teaching Fellow in the STEM Goes Rural program. She also holds a certificate in Project
Lead the Way’s Gateway to Technology program for middle school. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering technology from the Purdue Polytechnic
Institute, and worked in engineering and marketing for a number of years before becoming
a teacher.

“Mrs. Ware intentionally fosters a culture that motivates and encourages students to
explore their interests and grow in their abilities through STEM classes and a range of STEM-
related afterschool activities,” said Dr. Scott Hanback, superintendent of Tippecanoe
School Corporation. “She is an exceptional teacher who has transformed the technology
classroom and lab space into an engaging, inspiring work space for students. We’re
honored to have her teaching our students, and thrilled to have her be officially named as
Indiana’s 2022 Teacher of the Year!”

As Indiana Teacher of the Year, Ware will work to help elevate the teaching profession in
Indiana, as well as represent Hoosier teachers at the national level.

For over 60 years, the Indiana Teacher of the Year program has recognized outstanding

teachers across the state who are making a difference for Hoosier students. With the
mission of inspiring, rejuvenating and celebrating the teaching profession, the program
encourages schools to nominate their local Teachers of the Year for this statewide honor.
Finalists are selected from these applicants by a committee made up of former Teachers of
the Year, IDOE staff, educational organization leaders, business and community leaders
and representatives from higher education.

More information about the Indiana Teacher of the Year program is available here. Ware’s
high-resolution headshot and b-roll of Ware in the classroom are available here.



