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APPENDIX A - TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE
Kindergarten Social Studies

Date of last update: October 2021

This Teacher Resource Guide has been developed to provide supporting materials to help educators
successfully implement the social studies standards. These resources are provided to help you in your
work to ensure all students meet the rigorous learning expectations set by the Academic Standards. Use of
these resources is optional - teachers should decide which resource will work best in their school for their
students.

This resource document will be continually updated. Please send any suggested links and report broken
links to:

Adam McMickle
Social Studies Specialist
Indiana Department of Education
amcmickle@doe.in.gov
317-234-5599

The links compiled and posted in this Resource Guide have been provided by the Department of Education and other
sources. The DOE has not attempted to evaluate any posted materials. They are offered as samples for your
reference only and are not intended to represent the best or only approach to any particular issue. The DOE does not
control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of information contained on a linked
website; does not endorse the views expressed or services offered by the sponsor of a linked website; and cannot
authorize the use of copyrighted materials contained in linked websites. Users must request such authorization from
the sponsor of the linked website.

Standard 1: History: Students examine the connections of their own environment with the past. They
begin to distinguish between events and people of the past and the present, and use a sense of time in
classroom planning and participation.

K.1.1: Compare children and families of today with those from the past.

Examples: Compare clothing, houses, and other objects.

Resources
Clothing changes over time.
Education
Housing Differences

K.1.2 Identify ways by which people, heritage, and events are commemorated and recognized.

Examples: George Washington; Chief Little Turtle; Abraham Lincoln, Harriet Tubman; and Martin
Luther King, Jr., July 4th, Grandparents’ Day, cultural holidays, and birthdays.
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mailto:amcmickle@doe.in.gov
https://www.thepeoplehistory.com/fashions.html
https://www.historyforkids.net/public-education.html/
https://www.thoughtco.com/house-style-guide-american-home-4065233

Resources
George Washington
Chief Little Turtle
Abraham Lincoln
Harriet Tubman
Independence Day
Martin Luther King Jr.

President's Day
Memorial Day
Veteran's Day

Arbor Day

K.1.3 Identify events and place events in a sequence.

Examples: Identify events in the school day as first, next, last, yesterday, today, and tomorrow;
place school events in order.

Resources
Sequence Lesson Plan
Order of Events (Video)

K.1.4 Explain that calendars are used to represent the days of the week and months of

the year.
Examples: Use a calendar to identify days of the week using school activities
and birthdays.
Resources
History of Time
Calendars (Video)

Standard 2: Government: Students learn that they are citizens of their school,
community, and the United States; identify symbols of the nation; and understand the
importance of being a responsible citizen who knows why rules are needed and follows
them.

K.2.1 Give examples of people who are community helpers and leaders and describe
how they help us.

Examples: Parents, teachers, school principal, bus drivers, and policemen

Resources
Community Helpers (Video)
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https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/george-washington
https://www.warpaths2peacepipes.com/famous-native-americans/little-turtle.htm
https://www.timeforkids.com/g34/abraham-lincoln/
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/women_leaders/harriet_tubman.php
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/independence-day
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/how-martin-luther-king-jr-s-birthday-became-a-holiday-3
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day#:%7E:text=Presidents'%20Day%20is%20a%20federal,occur%20on%20Monday%2C%20February%2021.
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/meaning-memorial-day/
https://www.ducksters.com/holidays/veterans_day.php
https://www.ducksters.com/holidays/arbor_day.php#:%7E:text=Arbor%20Day%20celebrates%20trees.,protect%20existing%20trees%20and%20forests.
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/super-sequencing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwUpSsTVCfY
https://www.lessonplanet.com/article/math/engaging-students-with-the-history-of-time
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8ZQTsbJ55w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jt2q1cHsH6E

K.2.2 Identify and explain that the President of the United States is the leader of our
country and that the American flag is a symbol of the United States.

Resources
Explaining the Presidency (Video)
President Fun Facts

K.2.3 Give examples of classroom and school rules and explain the importance of
following these rules to ensure order and safety.

Resources
Introducing Your Class Rules
Ten Activities for Establishing Classroom Rules

K.2.4 Give examples of how to be a responsible family member and member of a
group.
Examples: Respecting the property and rights of others, being honest and
truthful, and respecting authority

Resources
Kid President Video

Standard 3: Geography: Students understand that maps and globes are different
representations of the Earth’s surface and begin to explore the physical and human
geographic characteristics of their school, neighborhood, and community.

K.3.1 Use words related to location, direction, and distance, including here/there,
over/under, left/right, above/below, forward/backward, and between.

Examples: Give and follow simple navigational directions such as walk forward
10 steps, turn right, and walk between the desks.
Resources
Positional Words
Teaching Positional Terms

K.3.2 Identify maps and globes as ways of representing Earth and understand the
basic difference between a map and globe, including the difference in
water/oceans and land/continents.

Resources

Maps
Oceans and Continents
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR-5Pq_26YI
https://blog.step2.com/2017/02/45-presidential-fun-facts-for-kids.cfm
https://www.thoughtco.com/introducing-your-class-rules-2081561
https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson274.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5yCOSHeYn4
https://earlyimpactlearning.com/what-are-positional-words-plus-14-games-to-teach-them/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9rujQ4mK_Q
https://geology.com/world/the-united-states-of-america-satellite-image.shtml
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/continents_map.htm

K.3.3

K.3.4

K.3.5

K.3.6

K.3.7

Locate and describe places in the school and community using words such as
here/there, over/under, left/right, above/below, forward/backward, and between.

Examples: Cafeteria, library, office, restrooms, gym, and the fire station

Resources
Positional Words
Teaching Positional Terms

Identify and describe the address and location of the school; understand the
importance of an address.

Describe and give examples of seasonal weather changes and illustrate how
weather affects people and the environment.

Examples: Use a variety of resources (newspapers, yearbooks, internet, maps,
and photographs) to show the similarities and differences in family customs and
celebrations, clothing, house types, work, and cultural and ethnic heritage.

Resources
Seasons
Climate
Why Are There Seasons? (Video)

Identify and compare similarities and differences in families, classmates,
neighbors and neighborhoods, and ethnic and cultural groups.

Examples: Use newspapers, yearbooks, local websites, and photographs to
show the similarities and differences in family customs and celebrations, clothing,
houses, work, and cultural and ethnic heritage.

Resources
Facts About Ethnic Groups for Kids
Culture and Customs For Kids

Recommend ways that people can improve their environment at home, in school,
and in the neighborhood.

Resources
Helping Others
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https://earlyimpactlearning.com/what-are-positional-words-plus-14-games-to-teach-them/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9rujQ4mK_Q
https://www.ducksters.com/science/seasons.php
https://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-climate.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQjT5uKp2hg
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ethnic_group
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIX_m44zcGA
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/activities/helping-others/

Standard 4: Economics: Students explain that people do different jobs and work to
meet basic economic wants.

K.4.1 Explain that people work to earn money to buy the things they want.

Resources
How People Make and Spend Money (Video)
Jobs and Occupations

K.4.2 Identify and describe different kinds of jobs that people do, and the tools or
equipment used in these jobs.

Examples: Use picture books, stories, and software programs/games to illustrate
and identify different types of jobs, as well as tools and materials used in
different jobs.

Resources
Jobs and Occupations (Video)

K.4.3 Explain why people in a community choose different jobs.

Examples: People may have different types of jobs because they like doing
different things or because they are better at doing one particular type of job.

K.4.4 Give examples of work activities that people do at home.

Resources
Chores (Video)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_aBDtbA8sM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugsRzHMIF2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugsRzHMIF2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeseQ106Vho
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