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APPENDIX A – TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE                                            
2nd Grade Social Studies 

Date of last update:  October 2021 
 

This Teacher Resource Guide has been developed to provide supporting materials to help educators 
successfully implement the social studies standards.  These resources are provided to help you in your 
work to ensure all students meet the rigorous learning expectations set by the Academic Standards.  Use of 
these resources is optional – teachers should decide which resource will work best in their school for their 
students. 

This resource document will be continually updated.  Please send any suggested links and report broken 
links to: 

Adam McMickle 
Social Studies Specialist 

Indiana Department of Education 
amcmickle@doe.in.gov 

317-234-5599 
 

The links compiled and posted in this Resource Guide have been provided by the Department of Education and other 
sources. The DOE has not attempted to evaluate any posted materials. They are offered as samples for your 
reference only and are not intended to represent the best or only approach to any particular issue. The DOE does not 
control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of information contained on a linked 
website; does not endorse the views expressed or services offered by the sponsor of a linked website; and cannot 
authorize the use of copyrighted materials contained in linked websites.  Users must request such authorization from 
the sponsor of the linked website.  

Standard 1: History: Students differentiate between events that happened in the past and 
recently, recognize examples of continuity and change in local and regional 
communities, and consider ways that people and events of the past and present 
influence their lives. 

2.1.1:  Identify when the local community was established and identify its founders and early settlers. 

Resources 
Past and Present Indiana 
My Counties Fun Facts 

Community Facts 
 
2.1.2 Identify continuity and change between past and present community life using primary sources 

Examples: Changes in architecture, business/industry, transportation, community buildings, work 
and use of leisure time 

 

mailto:amcmickle@doe.in.gov
https://www.in.gov/history/files/introindiana.pdf
https://mycounties.com/indiana/
https://www.in.gov/core/city_county_facts.html
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Resources 
Indiana Architecture 

Changes in Transportation 
 

2.1.3 Identify actions and individuals who had a positive impact on the local community. 
 
Examples: War veterans, community leaders, and volunteers 

 

2.1.4 Identify and describe community celebrations, symbols and traditions and explain why they are 
important. 

Examples: Local and regional festivals, city flags and seals, and community mottos 

Resources 
My Counties Fun Facts 

Community Facts 
County Flags 

 
Chronological Thinking, Historical Comprehension, and Research 

 
2.1.5 Develop a timeline of important events in the history of the school and/or school community. 

Resources 
Creating a Timeline 

 
2.1.6 Create and maintain a calendar of important school days, holidays and community events. 

Resources 
Passage of Time 
Calendars (Video) 

 
2.1.7 Read about and summarize historical community events using a variety of resources (the library, 

digital media, print media, electronic media, and community resources). 

Examples: Write or illustrate the history of the school using photographs, archives, museums and 
oral histories of people in the community. 

Resources 
History of Time 

 
Standard 2 Civics and Government: Students explain why communities have government and laws, 
demonstrate that people in the United States have both rights and responsibilities, and identify individual 
actions that contribute to the good of the community and nation. 

 

2.2.1 Explain that the United States government is founded on the belief of equal rights for its citizens. 

https://www.indianalandmarks.org/historic-houses/
http://kinooze.com/the-history-of-transport/
https://mycounties.com/indiana/
https://www.in.gov/core/city_county_facts.html
https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us-inmun.html
https://socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/timelines.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7GbQ2YH8Ck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8ZQTsbJ55w
https://www.lessonplanet.com/article/math/engaging-students-with-the-history-of-time
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Examples: People have the right to own property and the right of free speech. 

Resources 
Bill of Rights 

Declaration of Independence 
 

2.2.2 Understand and explain why it is important for a community to have a responsible government. 

Examples: Government provides order, protects individual rights, and property, provides services 
such as mail delivery, and helps people feel safe. 

Resources 
The Purpose of Government for Kids (Video) 

 
2.2.3 Identify community leaders such as the mayor and city council. 

Resources 
AIM Indiana 

 

2.2.4 Describe how people of different ages, cultural backgrounds and traditions contribute to the 
community and how all citizens can respect these differences. 

Resources 
Culture 

 
2.2.5 Identify people who are good citizens and describe the character traits that make them admirable.  

Resources 
Citizenship Defined 

What's A Good Citizen Lesson 
What Makes A Good Citizen (Video) 

 
2.2.6 Discuss and explain the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance and understand the role played by 

Benjamin Harrison (Indiana’s only President) in promoting recitation of the Pledge by American 
school children; identify other ways citizens can affirm their citizenship. 

Examples: Other ways citizens can affirm their citizenship include voting, serving in the military 
and volunteering to help solve community problems. 
 
 

Resources 
Pledge of Allegiance Explained 

Origins of the Pledge 
 
2.2.7 Explain the consequences of violating laws, including punishment of those who do wrong, and the 

importance of resolving conflicts appropriately. 

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/bill-of-rights
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2bxkt3Nbpk
https://aimindiana.org/our-purpose/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/culture/399913
https://kids.kiddle.co/Citizenship
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/civics/whats%20a%20good%20citizen.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDuEttsdQa0
https://www.flagsofvalor.com/blogs/news/how-to-explain-the-pledge-of-allegiance-to-kids
https://mchenrycountyhistory.org/sites/default/files/Pledge_of_Allegiance.pdf
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Resources 
Explaining Laws and Consequences 

What is a Law 
Conflict Resolution (Brain Pop Video) 

 
Standard 3: Geography: Students locate their community, state and nation on maps and globes; identify 
major geographic characteristics of their local community; explore geographic relationships between the 
physical and environmental characteristics of their community; and compare neighborhoods in their 
community to those in other parts of the world/country. 

2.3.1 Use a compass to identify cardinal and intermediate directions and to locate places on maps and 
places in the classroom, school and community. 

Resources 
Cardinal Directions 

Cardinal Directions (Video) 
 

2.3.2 Locate the equator, the poles, continents, and hemispheres on a world map and on a globe; 
identify the local community, city, Indiana, the United States, and North America on a world map 
and on a globe. 

Resources 
Continents Video 

Hemispheres 
Oceans Video 

Maps 
World Map and Globe Lesson 

 
2.3.3 Compare neighborhoods in your community/regions and explain how physical features of the 

community affect people living there. 

Examples: Lakes and rivers may affect the types of work and transportation done in a community. 
People in distant communities may have to travel to larger communities to shop, to attend school, 
or to take part in recreational activities. 

Resources 
Neighborhood Lesson Plans 

 

2.3.4 Compare neighborhoods in your community/region with those in other parts of the world. 

Resources 
Neighborhood Lesson Plans 

Neighborhoods 
2.3.5 On a map, identify physical features of the local community and relate how seasons may or may 

not impact those features. 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/rules-and-laws/628637
https://government.mrdonn.org/what-is-a-law.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jg_Q34kGsKg
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/explore-cardinal-directions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgJhP8musgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wYYakyS_HOg
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/hemisphere/346139
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WZsxVDTqcU
https://geology.com/world/world-map.shtml
https://www.worldmapsonline.com/world-map-and-globe-lesson-3-k-3/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/my-neighborhood/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/my-neighborhood/
https://kidadl.com/articles/neighborhood-names-from-around-the-world-popular-culture-plus-ideas
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Examples: Use maps and atlases to identify local bodies of water, crops, and green spaces 
(identify how these features are affected by seasons). 

Resources 
Physical Geography Map of Indiana 

Maps of Indiana 
 

2.3.6 Identify and describe cultural or human features on a map using map symbols. 

Examples: Local roads, highways, buildings, towns, parks, schools, fire stations, police stations, 
agriculture. 

Resources 
Maps of Indiana 

School Districts of Indiana Map 
Maps of Parks in Indiana 

 
2.3.7 Gather data about the demographics of the school. 

Examples: Number of boys and girls, number of students in each grade, and number of cultural 
and ethnic groups. 

Resources 
Ethnic Groups in Indiana 

Demographics for Indiana Schools 
 

2.3.8 Identify ways that recreational opportunities influence human activity in the community/region. 

Examples: Identify parks, lakes, swimming pools, rivers and mountains that are used for 
recreational purposes. 

Resources 
Recreational Activities for Kids 

 
Standard 4: Economics: Students describe how people in a community use productive resources, create 
a variety of businesses and industries, specialize in different types of jobs, and depend on each other to 
supply goods and services. 

2.4.1 Define the three types of productive resources (human resources, natural resources and capital 
resources). 

Resources 
3 Kinds of Resources (Video) 

3 Types of Resources Worksheet 
 
 
 

https://www.freeworldmaps.net/united-states/indiana/map.html
https://whatsanswer.com/state-map/map-of-indiana-political-physical-geographical-transportation-and-cities-map/#Geography_Map_of_Indiana
https://whatsanswer.com/state-map/map-of-indiana-political-physical-geographical-transportation-and-cities-map/#Geography_Map_of_Indiana
https://www.stats.indiana.edu/maptools/schooldistrictsmap.asp
https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/maps/
https://namecensus.com/ancestry/Indiana.html
https://inview.doe.in.gov/
https://www.verywellfamily.com/outdoor-kids-fitness-activities-1257412
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uS8h97TPgTE
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/what-are-resources-2/
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2.4.2 Identify productive resources used to produce goods and services in the community. 

Resources 
Goods and Services 

Social Studies for Kids Goods and Services 
 

2.4.3 Identify community workers who provide goods and services for the rest of the community and 
explain how their jobs benefit people in the community. 

Resources 
Helpers in Our Community Lesson Plan 

School Project on Providers of Goods and Services 
 

2.4.4 Explain that a price is what people pay when they buy goods or services and what people receive 
when they sell goods or services. 

Resources 
Goods and Services (Video) 

Price for Average Goods in the United States 
 

2.4.5 Research goods and services produced in the local community and describe how people can be 
both producers and consumers. 

Resources 
Indiana Economy 

 
2.4.6 Define opportunity cost and explain that because resources are limited in relation to people’s wants 

(scarcity), people must make choices as to how to use resources. 
Resources 

Opportunity Cost Defined 
Opportunity Cost Video 

 
2.4.7 Define specialization and identify specialized jobs in the school and community. 

Examples: Teachers, school nurses and firefighters specialize in particular kinds of jobs 
 

Resources 
Career Exploration for Kids 
Profession Facts for Kids 

 
2.4.8 Explain why people trade for goods* and services* and explain how money makes trade easier. 

Resources 
Money Lesson Plans 

Economics for Kids: Needs and Wants (Video) 
Bartering 

 
2.4.9 Explain the concept of savings and why this is important for individuals and for our economy. 

http://sites.isdschools.org/grade1_remote_learning_resources/useruploads/04_06/4-6%20MillC%20SS%204Q.pdf
http://socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/economics/goodsandservices1.htm
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/helpers-in-our-community/
https://classroom.synonym.com/school-providers-goods-services-communities-8118418.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=explaining+price+of+goods+and+services+for+kids&rlz=1C1GCEO_enUS969US969&oq=explaining+price+of+goods+and+services+for+kids&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160j33i299.8752j1j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#kpvalbx=_sA1nYcXLObGO9PwPhueG4Ac15
https://www.bls.gov/charts/consumer-price-index/consumer-price-index-average-price-data.htm
https://www.netstate.com/economy/in_economy.htm
https://kids.kiddle.co/Opportunity_cost
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QLkhmsvKLo
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/helping-your-children-make-career-choices-525407
https://kids.kiddle.co/Profession
https://www.takechargeamerica.org/financial-education/teaching-resources/first-grade/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpNyTKgi1Io
https://kids.lovetoknow.com/kids-activities/teaching-kids-about-bartering
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Resources 
The Reasons Why You Should Save 

https://www.bankaroo.com/money-basics-for-kids-the-reasons-why-you-should-save/

	This resource document will be continually updated.  Please send any suggested links and report broken links to:
	Adam McMickle
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