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SUMMARY 
September 10, 2021 Meeting  

Indiana State Advisory Council (SAC) 
 on the Education of Children with Disabilities 

Online Virtual Meeting 
 

      Present 
Council Members:   (Yes/No) 
  
Kim Dodson, The Arc of Indiana Y 
Bethany Ecklor, Division of Mental Health & Addiction, Indiana FSSA N 
Melaina Gant, Department of Child Services N 
Dennis Heathfield, Cummins, Inc. Y 
Dr. Nancy Holsapple, Office of Special Education, Department of Education Y 
Theresa Koleszar, Division of Disability & Rehabilitation Services, Indiana FSSA N 
Funmi Ige-Wright, parent representative Y 
Aleesia Johnson, Indianapolis Public Schools 
Donald Koors, Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired 

N 
Y 

Kristi Linson, Children’s Special Health Care Services, State Department of Health N 
Molly McGuire, parent representative Y 
Dr. John Nally, Department of Correction N 
Dr. Leah Nellis, Indiana University-Kokomo N 
Lesa Paddack, IN*Source N 
Aura Roblero, Family Voices Indiana N 
Tiffany Sanders, parent representative 
Linda Schroeder, Old National Trail Special Services 

Y 
Y 

Dr. George Van Horn, SAC Chair, Bartholomew Consolidated School Corporation Y 
Sarah Watson, Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
Lucy Witte, Indiana School for the Deaf 

Y 
Y 

  
Also Present: 
Tracy Brunner and Alicia Gatewood, Department of Education 

 
 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Dr. George Van Horn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a. m.  Eleven of twenty members 
responded to a roll call. After sharing names and roles of members recently added to the Council, the 
Chair asked those present to introduce themselves. He asked members’ and presenters’ cooperation in 
explaining any acronyms or program area specific jargon to help all present better understand 
information shared during the meeting, and he encouraged everyone to interject questions if they are 
unfamiliar with terms or references made during Council discussions or presentations. 
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Action Items 
 
Kim Dodson made a motion to approve the June meeting summary; Dennis Heathfield seconded. The 
motion passed. 
 
Information Items 
 

Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) Updates 
 

State Director of Special Education Dr. Nancy J. Holsapple reported that Indiana received the 
highest federal rating for IDEA Part B compliance monitoring (“meets expectations”) then 
briefly summarized and responded to questions regarding the federal results and compliance 
factors that contribute to states’ federal special education ratings. Nancy also shared recent 
Office of Special Education (OSE) staffing and web site changes, advising that links to the newly 
redesigned State Advisory Council web page and Hoosier Workforce Resources page as well as 
to the final report of the Results Driven Accountability (RDA) Stakeholder Group, special 
education compliance monitoring results, the Annual Performance Plan, and State 
Performance Report would be emailed to SAC members following the meeting. 
 
Noting some background history and the diversity, equity, and inclusion goals for establishing 
the Aspiring Special Education Leaders Institute (ASELI), Nancy identified the members of the 
latest cohort and their mentors. She outlined the ASELI course of study and highlighted some 
of the presenters involved in this special education director preparation program that, thus 
far, has been held annually since its inception. 
 
Next Dr. Holsapple spoke about the OSE’s work to gather and incorporate stakeholder input, 
review, and set targets for state monitoring of local educational agency (LEA) special education 
compliance and outcomes per federal RDA requirements. She also shared that OSE is 
collaborating with LEAs to help accelerate student learning and address demonstrated needs 
identified in statewide assessment results following the significant pandemic-related school 
disruptions over the prior academic year. She concluded by notifying SAC members of the 
opportunity to for early childhood education stakeholders to submit public comments on 
proposed changes to Indiana’s Early Learning Foundations. 
 
George Van Horn briefly recounted the history of recent legislation (House Enrolled Act/HEA 
1313) to encourage identification of and communication with former special education 
students regarding the education and employment resources currently available to help them 
pursue their post-secondary goals. He asked Kim Dodson to provide an update under 
Discussion Items on the September meeting agenda.  
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Discussion Items 
  

Council Member Reports and Concerns 
 

Hoosier Workforce Resource Updates  
Kim Dodson, The Arc of Indiana Executive Director, updated members on the plan to 
convene a group of SAC members and state agency representatives as necessary to update 
the Hoosier Workforce Resources list that, per HEA 1313, the SAC is charged with updating 
annually in time for the updated list to be posted on both the Indiana Department of 
Education and Department of Workforce Development web site by December 31st. She 
advised the draft 2021 update will be ready to present to the Council at its November 
meeting before it is publicly posted by the 12/31/2021 deadline. 

  
Upcoming Article 7 Changes 

Referring to rumors of upcoming changes to Indiana’s special education rule, 511 IAC 7-32 
through 49 (commonly referred to as "Article 7”), Council members posed questions about 
planned changes and the reasons for those. Nancy Holsapple responded to their questions 
and, in response to comments about many parents’ struggles to interpret the rule’s 
“legalese” and applying what it means for their families, Nancy reminded members that the 
OSE web site includes a parent-friendly version of this rule called Navigating the Course: 
Finding Your Way through Indiana’s Special Education Rules. She assured everyone that the 
parent-friendly companion guide is updated each time changes to Article 7 are 
promulgated. 

 
Public Comment 
 
IDOE’s new Senior Director of Student Supports and Accessibility Alicia Gatewood introduced herself, 
shared information about her previous work experience at local educational agencies, and described 
her new position and role at the state education agency. 
 
Next SAC Meeting Date 
 
The Chair noted the advisory council’s next meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2021.  
 
Adjournment 
 
Funmi Ige Wright moved to adjourn; Linda Schroeder seconded; and the motion passed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m. 


