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A Message from Dr. Katie Jenner

Across Indiana, schools are back in session and diving into all the opportunities a new school year has to offer! Again, a

huge shout out to our superintendents and school communities who have worked so hard — through extreme, uncontrollable
weather — to get students back in the classroom and in a safe, stable learning environment. We know the full recovery efforts
will continue for many months and are grateful for your continued leadership.

We also know that time with great teachers matters, and Indiana is fortunate to have some of the very best teachers in
classrooms all across the state. Each year around this time, we reach the final stages of the selection process for our Indiana
Teacher of the Year. With 65,000 educators statewide, we spotlight our state’s top educator who stands out for their
extraordinary influence on their colleagues, their schools, their communities, and most importantly, their students. As we inch
closer to that big celebration, let’'s take a moment to spotlight our TOP 3 FINALISTS...

Amanda Ray teaches fifth grade math at Custer Baker
Intermediate in Franklin. She's passionate about student-
centered learning and creates a classroom where students
feel comfortable taking academic risks and grow into
confident mathematical thinkers. Her approach to teaching
math is centered on encouraging students to actively engage
in problem-solving, collaborate with their peers, and take
greater ownership of their learning. Those who have the
opportunity to work with Amanda elevated her for both how
she inspires her students and her colleagues through her
genuine passion for teaching and mentorship.

Samantha Willsey is an eighth grade science teacher at
Bremen Elementary/Middle School . Her teaching is defined by
transformative units like “Stones to Phones,” where students
dismantle cell phones, investigate critical minerals, and
connect everyday technology to global systems. Through both
local investigations and global case studies, Samantha helps
students directly connect science to the world around them,
and ultimately, recognize that they have the ability to make a
positive impact in their communities and beyond.

Jason Witzigreuter is the Associate Director of Bands at
Homestead High School in Fort Wayne. He has led concert,
jazz, and marching ensembles to consistent superior ratings,
state finals appearances, and a performance at the prestigious
79th Midwest Clinic. Jason utilizes the arts to teach important
life skills, including how to adapt to different situations, work
together with others as a team, and understand the
expectations of a professional setting.

Congratulations to Amanda, Samantha, and Jason for being our top 3 finalists for Indiana Teacher of the Year! Your work is a
powerful reminder of the lasting impact teachers have on their students and communities.

And to all of our Indiana teachers... THANK YOU for all that you do each day to help our Indiana students become the best they
can be!

Important Announcements

NEW: Indiana Learns - Application Now Open for Prospective Learning Partners

Indiana Learns, a statewide tutoring grant program, which provides eligible families with up to $1,000 for tutoring in reading and
math, will return this fall. Families use their funds to access tutoring from approved Learning Partners, including schools and
other organizations that provide tutoring services. The Learning Partner application window for the 2026-2027 program year is
open and will close on Tuesday, September 22, at 5 p.m. ET. Prospective Learning Partners are encouraged to visit
Indianalearns.org to access the application and review updated Learning Partner and tutor requirements. The 2026-2027
Indiana Learns program year will begin Monday, October 12. Additional program details, including student eligibility, will be
announced in the coming weeks.

Legislative Guidance

REMINDER: 2026 Legislative Guidance

Following the close of each legislative session, the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) immediately begins working to
implement newly-enacted legislation impacting K-12 education, which includes compiling guidance for schools and educators.
This guidance is a product of robust cross-agency collaboration and partnership with countless stakeholders. This is an
iterative document that will continue to be updated and improved in collaboration with educators.

Office of Accountability

REMINDER: School and Corporation Amendment Profile Amendment Closing Soon

The school and corporation profile amendment submission window for the 2026-2027 school year will close on Monday, August
31. In order to ensure IDOE maintains accurate information, all schools and corporations must provide notice when changes are
made that affect school openings, closures, and reconfigurations. Information on the submission process can be found here.
Contact IDOE's Office of Accountability with any questions.

Office of Assessment

REMINDER: Naturalization Examination Data Reporting Requirements

Pursuant to Indiana Code (IC) 20-30-5-7(d), students must take the naturalization examination from U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) during the student’s high school U.S. Government course. For more information on this
requirement and how to administer this assessment, please see this memo. Corporations must report this testing data to IDOE
using this Jotform no later than June 30, 2027, for the previous school year. Schools may also submit data through the Jotform
as it becomes available at the end of individual terms, if they prefer. Contact IDOE's Office of Student Assessment with any
questions.

REMINDER: Updated Indiana Assessment Frameworks with Evidence-Based Performance Level
Descriptors (PLDs) Now Available

Indiana Assessment Frameworks for English/Language Arts, Mathematics, and Social Studies are updated with the new
ILEARN evidence-based PLDs in the PLD maps and new grade-level maps. Most guidance documents have been updated and
released, with additional updates forthcoming on a rolling basis. Documents dated August 2026 or later incorporate evidence-
based PLDs and new example items. Updated Item Specifications for ILEARN Checkpoint 1 are available, and remaining
resources will be released throughout the school year. This document provides an overview of the resources that have been
refreshed, as well as new resources that are scheduled for rollout over the course of this school year. Contact IDOE's Office of
Student Assessment with any questions.

Career and Technical Education (CTE)

REMINDER: Guidance on College Board AP Career Kickstart Courses

This memo provides guidance on courses available to Indiana schools through College Board's new initiative, AP Career
Kickstart. The memo covers available courses, how they align with existing CTE courses, and provides reporting guidance.
Contact CTE@che.in.gov with any questions.

REMINDER: Indiana CTE Team Professional Development Sessions

The Commission for Higher Education will provide sessions from 1 to 4 p.m. ET on Thursday, September 10, at the Indiana
Association for Career and Technical Education (IACTE) pre-conference. Topics will include work-based learning, credentials of
value, and the CTE Data Explorer. Registration for these pre-conference sessions is separate from the full conference. Find
more information about the conference on the Indiana ACTE website, and register for the pre-conference sessions here.
Contact Indiana ACTE at director@indianaacte.org with questions regarding registration.

Office of Curriculum and Instruction, Digital Learning, and

Kindergarten Readiness

REMINDER: September is School Fitness Month

September marks School Fitness Month in Indiana, part of Governor Mike Braun's Make Indiana Healthy Again initiative. Regular
physical activity supports students’ overall health, boosts confidence, and improves focus. Walking, exploring a new park, or
biking one of Indiana’s many trails are simple ways to increase movement and discover all the unique parts of our state. Over
the next few weeks, we'll share resources designed to help Hoosier students strengthen their health and well-being, including
the newly developed Governor's Fitness Test! Jumpstart your School Fitness Month celebrations with these fun ideas to
promote physical activity and health awareness among students.

REMINDER: Indiana’s Tiered System of Supports for Kindergarten to Grade Eight Mathematics - Updated
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Corporations and non-public schools can refer to the Tiered System of Supports for Mathematics (K-8)_FAQ for commonly
asked questions about Indiana’s Tiered System of Supports for kindergarten to grade eight mathematics and related questions
regarding new legislated mathematics updates. The FAQ will continue to be updated as new information becomes available.
Contact IDOE’s Office of Curriculum and Instruction with any questions.

REMINDER: 2026-2027 K-12 Robotics Competition Grant Recipients Announced

IDOE is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2026-2027 K-12 Robotics Competition Grant. This competitive grant supports
schools and other eligible entities in providing opportunities to increase interest and improve STEM skills through participation
in competitive robotics programs. Review this memo for a list of the winners. A virtual kick-off meeting for this grant was held
on Wednesday, August 26, to learn more about management of the grant. The meeting presentation and recording are
available. Contact IDOE's Curriculum and Instruction Learning Grants with any questions.

REMINDER: Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Computer Science (CS) Professional Development Session:
“How is Computer Science Changing with Artificial Intelligence?”

On Wednesday, September 2, at 3 p.m. ET, IDOE will host an expert panel in the Indiana Learning Lab to discuss how CS is
changing with Al. With the rising use of Al, teachers, parents, and schools are asking what CS will become. An expert panel
featuring faculty from Purdue University's CS department and Indiana-based business technology leaders will discuss what is
changing and what is staying the same in CS and offer insight about what skills students should be learning in K-12 CS. You
can sign up for the session here. Contact IDOE’s Office of Curriculum and Instruction with any questions.

Office of Educational Options and Quality

NEW: State Facilities Incentive Grant (SFIG) Cohort 1

IDOE's Charter School Support Team is pleased to announce the awarded grantees of the State Facilities Incentive Grant (SFIG)
Cohort 1! This cohort attracted an exceptionally competitive pool of candidates, and we sincerely appreciate the time and effort
invested by all applicants. Follow this link to see the list of selected schools.

REMINDER: School and Student Application Deadline

All school and student applications to participate in the Choice Scholarship Program are due by Tuesday, September 1.
Approved Choice schools should compare their Choice Scholarship Summary Report to their internal rosters to ensure all
student applications have been submitted for their students. This report should also be reviewed for student data accuracy.

REMINDER: Choice Regional Meetings in September

September marks the first regional meetings of the school year. In this first meeting, we will discuss data reporting
requirements, the payment process, and the new Choice School Performance Framework. Regional meetings will be hosted
around the state at participating choice schools. All regional meetings will begin promptly at 9 a.m. local time and each meeting
site will cover the same agenda. To register for one of the regional meetings, please follow this link to our Jotform.

Locations and Dates:

Thursday, September 3 — Indy North
Wednesday, September 9 — Anderson
Wednesday, September 9 — Indy South
Thursday, September 10 — South Bend
Thursday, September 17 — Seymour
Wednesday, September 23 — Fort Wayne
Wednesday, September 23 — Crown Point
Thursday, September 24 — Lafayette
Wednesday, September 30 — Evansville

REMINDER: Choice Scholarship Fall Payments

To be eligible to receive a student payment in the first fall payout, every student is required to have enrollment, membership
information, and a signed Parent and School Signature page uploaded by Tuesday, September 8. Any student missed in the first
fall payment will be paid in the second fall payment as long as the required data is reported for the student in Data Exchange by
Thursday, October 1 (census date) and the Parent and School Signature page is uploaded to the Choice Scholarship Student
Application tile by the Monday, October 19 deadline.

Upon approval of the Choice Scholarship application, the Parent and School Signature page can be found on the second page of
a student’s estimated award letter in the Choice Scholarship Student Application tile. The Parent and School Signature page is
available as soon as the student’s application is submitted and approved. The link to upload the forms is available in the student
applications and will remain open through Monday, October 19.

Office of Student, School, and Family Engagement

NEW: Certify Your Emergency Preparedness Plans

Per 511 IAC 6.1-2-2.5, each school year, superintendents shall certify to IDOE that the emergency preparedness plans for the
school corporation and each school in the corporation have been reviewed and revised as needed. Please submit this Jotform
by Friday, October 23. If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Chad Crews or Ryan Stewart of the Indiana Department of
Homeland Security for assistance.

Office of Special Education, English Learning, and Migrant

Education

NEW: Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 IDEA Part B Applications and Allocations
Applications, instructions, and allocation spreadsheets are now posted in IDOE's Office of Special Education Moodle
Community.

Important Deadlines:

* Friday, October 2: 611, 619, and Supplemental applications due in the grant management system.
* Friday, October 16: Mandatory Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CCEIS) applications due.

What to Know About Submissions:

¢ Bundle your uploads: Submit 611 + 611 Supplemental together, and 619 + 619 Supplemental together.

¢ Supplemental funds: The U.S. Department of Education Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) awarded extra
funds for FY 2027 IDEA grants; a separate application is required to access these supplemental funds.

® CCEIS adjustments: If mandated, your 15% CCEIS set-aside has already been deducted from the 611 column total.
New Charter Schools: Will be eligible in January 2027; IDOE will contact you directly with instructions.

® Questions? Contact your assigned fiscal specialist. Check Moodle for the updated specialist assignment list.

Application Office Hours:
IDOE Office of Special Education is hosting 60-minute virtual sessions to help LEAs complete and submit FY 2027 Part B 611,
619, and Supplemental applications. Click the dates below to join:

® Friday, August28|1to2p.m.ET
® Thursday, September 10 |11 a.m.t0o 12 p.m. ET

NEW: Important FY 2025 IDEA Part B Grant Information
FY 2025 IDEA Part B grant deadlines:

Immediate: IDEA Part B monitoring reports are past due and must be submitted ASAP.

Friday, August 28: FY 2025 Part B 611 and 619 grant proportionate share release request forms due.
Tuesday, September 15: Final day to submit FY 2025 IDEA Part B budget modification requests.
Wednesday, September 30: Final day to encumber all FY 2025 Part B funds and official grant closing date.
Tuesday, December 15: Final day to submit FY 2025 Part B grant reimbursement requests.

Reimbursement Requirements for FY 2025 Part B 611 and 619

Per the State Board of Accounts (SBOA), IDOE must obtain supporting documentation for reimbursements processed between
October 1 and December 15 for grants that closed on Wednesday, September 30. The supporting documentation confirms that
all expenses occurred within the grant's active period. Acceptable documentation may include:

Paid dates

® Receipts orinvoices showing as payment

® Purchase order or encumbrance dates (Documentation from LEA financial system is preferred, as handwritten
documents will not be accepted)

® |edger or computer document showing dates and expenses (Documentation from LEA financial system is preferred, as
Excel format will not be accepted)

* Amounts total the reimbursement request reviewed

REMINDER: IDEA Equitable Services Consultation Due Tuesday, September 15

Evidence of initial consultation for IDEA Proportionate Share equitable services with all non-public schools located within your
district boundaries is due by Tuesday, September 15. As a reminder, the submission should include evidence of the consultation
with non-public schools that is required to prepare for the 2026-2027 school year. IDOE provided an Initial Affirmation of
Consultation template for IDEA services, which is available in Moodle. If a non-public school(s) is unresponsive, documentation
of good faith efforts (e.g., certified mailing receipt) to provide consultation must be submitted for review. For more information,
the IDEA Consultation Best Practices slides are available in Moodle.

You may review the list of non-public schools located within your district boundaries here. All submissions should be submitted
via email to ombudsman@doe.in.gov. Please include the four-digit corporation number in the email subject line (e.g., 0000 -
Initial Consultation Documents).

Contact ombudsman@doe.in.gov with any questions or join the weekly Ombudsman office hour on Thursdays at 2 p.m. ET.

REMINDER: 2025-2026 Behavior Grant Reimbursement Requests Final Day

The 2025-2026 Behavior Grant closed on Tuesday, June 30. Today, Friday, August 28, is the last day to submit reimbursement
requests. Reimbursement requests should be submitted by email to osebehaviorgrant@doe.in.gov with “FY25-26 Behavior
Grant Reimbursement” in the subject line.

REMINDER: WIDA-Facilitated Professional Development (PD) Opportunities
WIDA will facilitate two in-person PD sessions this fall, open to Indiana educators of English learners (ELs) free of charge.

® Writing with MLs in the Secondary Grades is a two-day workshop on Tuesday, September 29, and Wednesday,
September 30, at MSD Lawrence Township in Indianapolis. Registration and a description of the session can be found
here.

® Teacher Leaders: Planning with the ELD Standards Framework is a one-day session on Thursday, October 1, at MSD
Lawrence Township with a virtual component occurring the week prior on Thursday, September 24, from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. ET. Registration and additional information can be found here.

WIDA will also facilitate an asynchronous, virtual opportunity titled, Considerations When Educating Bilingual Learners with
Identified Learning Disabilities. This 13-week course culminates with a virtual workshop on Tuesday, November 24, from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. ET. Session registration and information can be found here.

The deadline to register for each opportunity is Friday, September 4. Space is limited, and districts may register up to two
participants per session. Contact IDOE'’s Office of English Learning_.and Multilingual Education with any questions.

REMINDER: Home Language Survey (HLS) Amendment Request Deadline

When attempting to change a student’s language assignment from a non-English language to English, an HLS Amendment
Request is required to be completed and sent to IDOE for review prior to a change occurring. Due to the time needed for review
and the volume of requests at the beginning of a school year, HLS Amendment Requests must be submitted by Friday,
September 18, to be reviewed prior to the October 1 Multilingual Learner Report count date. Due to FERPA, HLS Amendment
Request forms along with the student’s original HLS must be submitted via Jotform. The HLS Amendment Request guidance
and form can be found in the Compliance Documents section of the IDOE English Learning_.and Multilingual Education
webpage. Contact IDOE’s Office of English Learning_.and Migrant Education with any questions.

Office of Title Grants and Support

REMINDER: 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Application Due Next Week
Applications for Cohort 13 of the 21st CCLC grant program must be submitted through EUNA by Friday, September 4, at 11:59 pm
ET. Once submitted, an applicant is unable to submit again or revise the original submission. An FAQ document is available on
IDOE’s Out-of-School Time webpage . As a reminder, IDOE cannot provide any answers that may constitute assisting with
application content. We encourage applicants to consider all related information on the REP and the Cohort 13 21st CCLC Policy,
Manual.

REMINDER: Indiana Program Administrators Leadership Institute (INPALI) Applications Open
INPALI pairs experienced program administrators with new program administrators to mentor and support their LEA's Federal
Title administration. We are looking for mentees new to the program administrator role to join for the 2026-2027 school year.

This is a no-cost three-year program that offers additional support in partnership with INPALI mentors and IDOE’s federal grants
team. The program includes a one-day, in-person orientation which will take place on Monday, September 21, along with
quarterly virtual check-in meetings and monthly communication with IDOE staff. Mentors are available for phone calls, emails,
and video conferencing as needed to connect, support, and meet with new program administrators.

Applications are available via Jotform for new mentees and are due Friday, September 4. An assurance form, signed by both the
applicant and the applicant’s supervisor, is required for the application. Both the assurance form and a current resume are
required to be uploaded via the Jotform when applying. If you have questions, please reach out to the INPALI Program
Coordinators, Gabriela Escoto and Kendall Locey.

REMINDER: Public Comment Period Open for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2024 Formula Funds Tydings
Waiver

IDOE is preparing to submit a waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education to extend certain FFY 2024 federal funding
streams for an additional 12 months. This waiver would extend the encumbrance deadline to September 30, 2027, and the
liquidation deadline to December 15, 2027 for the following FFY24 grant programs:

® Title Il, Part A - Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants

® Title I, Part C - Migrant Education Program

® Title I, Part D - The Prevention and Intervention Programs for Children and Youth Who Are Neglected, Delinquent or At
Risk

® Title Ill, Part A - English Language Acquisition State Grants

* Title IV, Part A - Student Support and Academic Enrichment Program

See this Jotform for additional information about the request and to submit a public comment. Public comments will be
accepted through Thursday, September 3. Comments will be included in IDOE’'s submitted waiver request.

Indiana Commission for Higher Education

NEW: 2026 College GO! Campaign Details Released

Join Learn More Indiana and the Indiana Commission for Higher Education as we celebrate and encourage students to apply to
colleges around the state. College GO! starts next month with #WhyApply Day on Friday, September 18! We encourage
educators to take a picture in your college gear and post your "why" for why YOU applied to college. Use the linked printout to
write your answer! Don't forget to share your photos on social media and tag Learn More Indiana!

College Application Week is Monday, September 21, to Friday, September 25. During that time, over 30 institutions around the
state waive application fees, making it the perfect time for high school seniors to apply.

If your school is participating in College GO, please sign up as a participant by completing the linked survey. School serving
grades nine through 12 can also sign up to participate in the American College Application Campaign's (ACAC) School of
Excellence Award.

News from Our Partners

NEW FROM THE INDIANA COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN (INCEC): Special Education Early
Career Workshop

INCEC in partnership with IDOE’s Office of Special Education, will host its Early Career Special Educator Workshop on Friday,
September 11, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Butler University’'s Schrott Center for the Performing Arts. Designed to provide
practical, immediately usable support for early-career special educators, related service providers, and educator preparation
students, the workshop will include sessions on collaborating with families, supporting student behavior, and student-centered
IEP meetings. First- and second-year teachers may attend free of charge. Registration information is available at
indiana.exceptionalchildren.org. Those eligible for free registration can email in.cec.edu@gmail.com to receive a registration
code.

NEW FROM EDUCATIONAL SERVICE CENTERS OF INDIANA (ESCI): Regional Trainings - Student Data
Privacy and Registry 2.0 Onboarding

Indiana’s educational service centers have banded together to establish an Indiana Alliance that will help clarify the work that
needs done in each district, create a network of support, and provide access to a platform that makes managing data privacy
easier. Review the full flyer attached or see the information below:

FREE Regional Training - Dates/Locations:

Wednesday, September 9, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. ET at Brownstown Central Community School Corporation in Brownstown
Tuesday, September 29, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. ET at Wawasee Community School Corporation in Syracuse

Wednesday, September 30, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. CT at Hanover Community School Corporation in Cedar Lake

Monday, October 26, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. ET at Jasper Middle School in Jasper

Next Steps:

1. Review the Student Data Privacy Consortium Info Sheet
2. Fill out Interest Form - Student Data Privacy Consortium (SDPC) Indiana Alliance
o This has all the required fields needed to create your account to the platform and keeps you informed on all future
training opportunities.
3. Register for the date/location that suits your team best
O The training will cover data privacy basics, work through a data privacy agreement as a group, and learn how to
use the A4L Registry 2.0 Platform.

Please contact the Co-Alliance Leads, Jenna Cooper and Darlene Kennedy, with any questions.

NEW FROM THE MARION COUNTY COMMISSION ON YOUTH (MCCOQY): Fever Confidence Program

The Fever Confidence program, presented by Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, engages high school seniors in leadership
experiences that build confidence and resiliency and promote lifelong wellness. Participants take part in hands-on activities,
network with women leaders from the community, Pacers Sports & Entertainment, and the Indiana Fever, and meet monthly
beginning this fall. Those who complete the program receive a $2,000 educational scholarship. Applications are due Monday,
August 31. For more information, email info@mccoyouth.org.

NEW FROM THE SOUTHERN INDIANA EDUCATION CENTER (SIEC): TAP the Potential - Multilingual
Learners (MLs) Conference 2026

SIEC is hosting a day of professional learning for teachers, instructional coaches, administrators, and all who support MLs,
which will include the following topics:

Family & Community Engagement

Bridging Cultures

IDOE: EL Updates

EL TOR Support: Experiences and Questions

Supporting Newcomers

Leveraging technology to save time and improve student outcomes

Plan now to attend this one-day event on Thursday, September 24, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. ET at the Huntingburg Event Center in
Huntingburg. During the conference, a catered lunch will be provided, along with professional growth plan (PGP) certificates for
all. Visit their website to learn more and to register. Contact dtaggart@siec.k12.in.us for more information or with any questions.

NEW FROM PURDUE COMPUTER SCIENCE OUTREACH: Fall Professional Development Opportunities
Purdue Computer Science Outreach is offering professional development opportunities for Indiana educators this fall, including
middle and high school sessions in Fort Wayne on Wednesday, September 16, and Wednesday, October 14, as well as a
beginner computer science session at Purdue University in West Lafayette on Thursday, October 22. Participants will explore
hands-on activities, practical teaching strategies, and classroom-ready computer science resources. Space is still available!
Find more information and access registration details here. Contact jdthomps@purdue.edu for more information.

NEW FROM KANSAS 10TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT: Nationwide Constitution Day Virtual Event for
Third Grade Students

Third grade teachers and classrooms are invited to participate in a live, nationwide mock trail experience on Thursday,
September 17, to celebrate Constitution Day. This is a free event with supplemental classroom activities and instructional
resources. Additional information can be found here. Registration is required.
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