= 4

INDIANA
DEPARTMENT of
EDUCATION

Least Restrictive Environment:
School Age Students

Educational placement is the setting where students receive education and
services. Schools must place students in the least restrictive environment
General (LRE). Each student with a disability has an equal opportunity to participate with

. nondisabled students in academic, nonacademic, and extracurricular services
Education and activities to the maximum extent appropriate.
Environment
Defined HOW DOES THE CCC DETERMINE PLACEMENT?

The CCC, including the family, determines the placement in which a student
will receive services. The student’s placement is:
->  Based on the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP)
->  Reviewed at least annually; and
> In the school that the student would attend is not disabled, unless
the IEP requires another arrangement If another arrangement is
required, the placement should be as close as possible to the
student’s home school.
Special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of students from the
general education environment occurs only if the nature and severity of the
disability is such that education in general education classes cannot be
R R R satisfactorily achieved.
In selecting the LRE, consideration is given to any potential harmful effect
Notifying on the student or the quality of services needed.

Parents

Written notice must be given WHAT IF THERE ARE DISAGREEMENTS WITH THE
to parents before a school PLACEMENT DECISION?

proposes to initiate or change
the placement of a student. Any member of the CCC that disagrees with the placement decision (or
Written notice must include a other components of the IEP) may submit a written opinion regarding the
description of the proposed IEP. The written opinion must be submitted no later than 10 days after the
action, an explanation of why date of the CCC meeting and will remain with the student’s educational
the school proposed to take records.
the action, other options that 511 IAC 7-42-6(j)
the CCC considered and Facilitated IEP is an option available at the request of schools and parents
reasons why those options for conflict prevention and resolution during the IEP development process.
were rejected, and other
factors relevant to the Mediation requests may also be requested to resolve disputes regarding
proposal. placement. Additionally, parents may file a complaint alleging violations of
-511 IAC 7-42-7 federal or state laws that apply to special education programs, including
placement decisions.

“General Education” means
those programs provided or
available to all students,
including, but not limited to:
sequential grade
advancement, elective
courses, extracurricular
activities, and the general
curriculum.

-511 IAC 7-32-43

511 IAC 7-42-10

511 IAC 7-45-1 and 2

Indiana Government Center North, 9th Floor * 100 N Senate Ave ° Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 e

DEPARTMENT of

317-232-6610 « in.gov/doe EDUCATION


https://idoe.jotform.com/form/223053881492054
https://ichamp.doe.in.gov/

-

>

>

>

->

Indiana Government Center North, 9th Floor * 100 N Senate Ave ° Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

D—— —

- Least Restrictive Environment:
School Age Students

DEPARTMENT of
EDUCATION

Factors to

Consider When

Determining
Placement

Individualization: Based
on the student’s unique
needs and goals and
taking into account
parent and student
preferences

Benefit to the Student:
The likely academic,
behavioral, functional,
and social benefits

Use of Supplementary
Aids and Services: How
accommodations or
modifications can
support the student.
Appropriateness: A
balance between the
delivery of an appropriate
education that will result
in the student making
progress and being
educated with students
without disabilities.
Effect on Peers: The
effect the student’s
presence might have on
the education of other
students in the
classroom, and effects
on instructional time.
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CONTINUUM OF PLACEMENT OPTIONS

Each public school district must offer a continuum of placement options for
students in kindergarten through the school year in which students
become twenty-two years of age that includes the options below.

511 IAC 7-42-10(b,4)

General education
classroom

Resource room with
services provided in
general education classroom

Separate classroom in a
general education school
building

Separate public or
nonpublic
nonresidential school

Public or nonpublic
residential school

Homebound or
Hospital Setting

The placement options described here must not be exclusive placement
options, and a student’s placement may be a combination of the options
listed, as determined appropriate by the CCC.

511 IAC 7-42-10(d)

Remember: Placement options are fluid. A student might receive some
services in one setting and other services in a different setting. Further,
placements can change over time based on factors such as changes in a
student’s progress or needs. If the appropriate setting is not available by
the school, the school must find that alternative placement.
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Placement

General
Education
Classroom

Resource
Room with
Services in the
General
Education
Classroom

Separate
Classroom in a
General
Education
School
Building

Separate
public or
nonpublic
residential or
nonresidential
school

Homebound,
Hospital

School Age Students

Example of How Services and Supports Could be Delivered

Students receive instruction in the general education classroom. Instruction could be delivered
with support from the special education teacher.
e Most, if not all, services are provided by the general education teacher(s), with
accommodations or modifications as needed
e  Specialized materials, equipment, or instructional materials are used to support instruction
e  Services provided by the special education teacher might include:
e  Consultation and collaboration with general education teachers to plan and provide
instruction
e Individualized or small-group instruction based on the student’s needs

Students receive instruction in a special education classroom for a portion of their school day.
e  The majority of the instruction is provided in the general education classroom, with
accommodations or modifications as needed
e  Services provided by the special education teacher might include
e Individualized or small-group instruction in a separate classroom, often referred to as
a “resource room” or “pull-out”
e  Consultation and collaboration with the general education teacher to plan and provide
instruction.
*Note: Students remain with their nondisabled peers most of the time (80% or more)

The majority of the instruction is provided in the special education classroom.
° General education teachers, including those in nonacademic periods (e.g., PE, art, music),
consult with the special education teacher to provide effective instruction or support.
e  Services provided by the special education teacher might include:

e  Specialized instruction in a separate classroom, provided in a small group for
students with similar characteristics or needs, often referred to as a “self-contained”
or “life skills” classroom.

e  Consultation with the general education teachers to plan and provide individualized
instruction aligned with the general education curriculum.

*Note: Students can spend a potion of the day (e.g., lunch, social studies, PE, music) with peers
without disabilities.

Students receive instruction for the majority of the school day in a separate public or private
facility.
° Services are provided in a school that is designed, staffed, and resourced for the care and
education of students with similar disability related needs.
e Although most students return to their homes during non-school hours, residential options
might be available for those who live far away.
e  Some students with disabilities might have such significant challenges that they require the
types of services provided in a residential facility.

Students receive instruction at home for the majority of the school day.
e  Students in homebound/hospital settings might have challenges that prevent/restrict school
participation. Students may require hospital admission an extended period of time.
e  Services provided by a homebound teacher might include:
e Individualized instruction per a schedule convenient to the student’s needs.
e  Consultation and collaboration with the general and special education teachers to
plan and provide instruction.



