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INDIANAPOLIS — The Indiana State Board of Education (SBOE) today approved and
provided updates on initiatives working to grow Indiana’s pipeline of special education
teachers, a high-demand field statewide.

“Of our 1.12 million students, almost 16 percent of our students receive special education
services. Since we know that teachers are one of the most important elements in
maximizing our students’ learning and development, it is essential that we continue to
recruit, train and retain our educators in the classroom,” said Dr. Katie Jenner, Indiana
Secretary of Education. “Through a new license option, approval of additional transition to
teaching programs and financial assistance to support training for our current and future
special education teachers, we’re committed to supporting our local schools as we seek to
grow the pipeline of educators in this high-demand field.”

Today’s actions by the SBOE include:

Final Approval of Alternative Route License in Special Education
Following initial approval by the SBOE in October 2021, the SBOE’s final approval today

creates a new alternative route license in special education. In alighment with federal
requirements, this new license will allow special education teachers previously working on
an emergency permit to continue serving in Indiana classrooms while completing a
professional educator license in special education or an addition to their existing license.

The alternative route license in special education, which will be valid for three years,
requires an educator to hold a bachelor’s degree, be employed by an Indiana school and be
enrolled in an approved alternative special education program. Over these three years, the
educator will work to complete all requirements for professional licensure.

Approval of New Special Education Transition to Teaching Programs
The SBOE today approved two special education programs that will each provide transition
to teaching programs to bachelor’s degree holders who are interested in becoming special


mailto:hlawson2@doe.in.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MTMuNTYzNTQ5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pbi5nb3YvZG9lL2Fib3V0L25ld3Mvc3RhdGUtYm9hcmQtb2YtZWR1Y2F0aW9uLWFmZmlybXMtZml2ZS1pbmRpYW5hLWdwcy1kYXNoYm9hcmQtY2hhcmFjdGVyaXN0aWNzLz91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.yTFIwEGrSOzEcQ9Ee5yJdtQb6_FrtDenwT3pYMdFPLk/s/681835799/br/129744968333-l

% Indiana Department of Education

Dr. Katie Jenner, Secretary of Education

education teachers. These programs are offered through the Indiana Council of
Administrators of Special Education (ICASE) and SPEDACTS.

With the addition of these new transition to teaching programs, Indiana will now have 12
transition to teaching programs available in special education from universities and
organizations across the state:

e #TEACH

e ICASE

¢ Indiana University East

¢ Indiana University Northwest
¢ Indiana Wesleyan University

e Marian University

¢ Oakland City University

e Purdue University Fort Wayne
e SPEDACTS

o Teachers of Tomorrow

e University of Indianapolis

¢ University of Saint Francis

Update on Indiana Special Education Assisted Licensure (I-SEAL) Initiative
In partnership with the University of Indianapolis’ Center of Excellence in Leadership of
Learning, the I-SEAL initiative works to streamline the required coursework for teachers to

earn full special education licensure. I-SEAL also provides financial assistance and
scholarships to educators while they complete these requirements.

Since launching in November 2021, I-SEAL has provided licensure assistance to nearly 400
current and future special education teachers, including current teachers at more than 150
school districts statewide.

Upon completion of an educator preparation program, a Transition to Teaching program or
an |-SEAL graduate program and completion of all required state licensing exams,
individuals will be eligible for a special education license. Eligible individuals can learn
more and apply for assistance by visiting IndianaSEAL.org.
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Today'’s slide presentation providing an update on the [-SEAL initiative is available here.
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