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INDIANA SCHOOL CHOICE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM HISTORY

The 2020-2021 Choice Scholarship Program Annual Report is the most up-to-date version of the report
that was first released in January 2014. This version of the report reflects data from the 2019-2020 and
2020-2021 school years. Because some data will not be finalized until June, this information will not be
available until the end of the school year and will be reflected in the 2021-2022 update of the Choice
Scholarship Program Annual Report. Prior year Choice Scholarship Program Annual Reports, dating back
to the first report in 2014, can be found on the Choice Scholarship Program website,
www.doe.in.gov/choice.

Part of the Choice Scholarship Annual Report provides an overview of Indiana’s Choice Scholarship
Program that was passed into law as part of House Enrolled Act 1003-2011 (Public Law 92-2011). The
Choice Scholarship Program provides Choice Scholarships to students who meet specific eligibility track
and income criteria. Choice Scholarships are used to offset and assist with the cost of tuition and fees at
participating Choice schools for eligible families.

The legal foundation for the Choice Scholarship Program can be found in IC 20-51 and 512 IAC 4, or by
accessing information on the Choice Scholarship Program website.

ELIGIBILITY

To participate in the Choice Scholarship Program, a student must satisfy track and income eligibility
requirements.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
All students must satisfy the following two requirements:

1. Have legal settlement in Indiana; and

2. Be between the ages of five and 22 no later than August 1 of the school year for which they are
applying for a Choice Scholarship.

After satisfying the two requirements listed above, a student must satisfy the requirements for one of the
eligibility tracks.

For first year of the program, 2011-2012 school year, there were two eligibility tracks.

1. Two Semesters in Public School Track

a. The student was enrolled in first through 12 grade in a public school, including a charter
school, in Indiana for at least two semesters immediately preceding the first semester for
which the individual receives a Choice Scholarship;

b. Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, kindergarten attendance could satisfy the two
semesters in public school requirement; and

c. The studentis a member of a household with an annual income equal to or below 150
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.


http://www.doe.in.gov/choice

2. Previous Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO) Award Track
a. The student received an SGO Scholarship in a previous school year, including a school year
that does not immediately precede the school year for which the student is applying for a
Choice Scholarship. The eight currently approved Scholarship Granting Organizations (SCGOs)

are:
A Elkhart County Community Foundation
A Institute for Quality Education, Inc. (Formerly Educational Choice Charitable Trust)
A LaGrange County Community Foundation, Inc.
A Professional Athletes of Indiana
A Sagamore Institute Scholarships for Education Choice
A School Scholarship Granting Organization of Northeast Indiana
A The Lutheran Scholarship Granting Organization of Indiana
A Tuition Assistance Fund of Southwestern Indiana (Closed February 2013); and

b. The student is a member of a household with an annual income equal to or below 150
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

For the 2012-2013 school year, a third track, the Previous Choice Scholarship Student Track, became
applicable. The Previous Choice Scholarship Student Track was written into the original statute. However,
because the 2011-2012 school year was the first year of the Choice Scholarship Program, no student could
have met the criteria for this track prior to the 2012-2013 school year.

3. Previous Choice Scholarship Student Track (Previous Choice)

a. 2012-2013 School Year
A The student received a Choice Scholarship in the previous school year.
b. 2013-2014 School Year
A The student received a Choice Scholarship in a school year that does not immediately
precede the school year for which the student is applying for a Choice Scholarship; or
A The student received a Choice Scholarship in the immediately preceding school year,
but the student exited the Choice school prior to the end of the school year.
c. The student is a member of a household with an annual income equal to or below 150
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

For the 2013-2014 school year, legislative changes increased the number of eligibility tracks to seven.

4. Continuing Choice Scholarship Student Track (Continuing Choice)
a. The student received a Choice Scholarship in the school year that immediately precedes the
school year for which the student is applying for a Choice Scholarship;
b. The student is required to have remained enrolled at the Choice school for the entirety of
the immediately preceding school year; and
c. The studentis a member of a household with an annual income equal to or below 200
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

5. Special Education Track
a. The student has a disability that requires special education services;
b. An Individualized Education Program (IEP) pursuant to IC 20-35 or a Service Plan (SP)
pursuant to 511 IAC 7-34 has been developed for the student; and



c. Thestudentis a member of a household with an annual income equal to or below 200
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

6. “F" Public School Track
a. The student would be required to attend a specific public school based on his/her residence
that has been assigned an “F" grade;
b. This track does not require prior attendance at the school; and
c. The studentis a member of a household with an annual income equal to or below 150
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

7. Sibling Track

a. The sibling of the newly applying student received either a Choice Scholarship or an SGO
scholarship in a preceding school year, including a school year that does not immediately
precede the school year for which the student is applying for a Choice Scholarship;

b. For purposes of the Choice Scholarship Program, the term “sibling” shall mean one of two or
more individuals having one or both parents, guardians, or custodians in common. The term
does not require a consanguineous (blood) relationship between the individuals; and

c. The studentis a member of a household with an annual income equal to or below 150
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

For the 2017-2018 school year, legislative changes increased the number of eligibility tracks to eight.

8. Pre-K Track

a. The student received and used an Early Education Grant under IC 12-17.2-7.2 to attend Pre-K
at an eligible Choice school

b. The student is applying for a Choice Scholarship at the same Choice school where they
attended Pre-K with an Early Education Grant; and

c. The student is a member of a household with annual income equal to or below 127 percent
of the federal poverty level (69 percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or
Reduced Lunch Price Program).

INCOME ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

The income criteria to participate in the Choice Scholarship Program for the 2020-2021 school year, shown
in Table T on the next page, are linked to the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program income
guidelines. In order to qualify for the 90 percent Choice Scholarship award, a student must be a member
of a household with an annual income equal to or less than 100 percent of the amount to qualify for the
Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program. To qualify for the 70 percent award, the student must be a
member of a household with an annual income equal to or less than 125 percent of the amount to qualify
for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program. To qualify for the 50 percent award, the student
must be a member of a household with an annual income equal to or less than 150 percent of the
amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

The 50, 70, and 90 percent award amounts are percentages of the tuition support amounts that the
respective student’s public school corporation of legal settlement would receive if the student were
enrolled in a public school in that corporation.



Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, income eligibility for the 50 percent award was expanded to
200 percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program for students
qualifying under the Continuing Choice and Special Education Tracks.

Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, the Pre-K Track was added to the income eligibility table. For
the Pre-K Track, students are able to receive a 90 percent award if their income is no more than 69
percent of the amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program.

Beginning with the 2019-2020 school year, an additional income threshold and award amount were
added to the income eligibility table. Except for students qualifying for the Pre-K Track, all other students
are eligible for a 70 percent award amount if their household income is higher than 100 percent of the
amount to qualify for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program but less than 125 percent.

Table 1. Choice Scholarship Program Income Limits by Household Size
2020-2021 School Year

69% of Reduced | 100% of Reduced | 125% of Reduced | 150% of Reduced | 200% of Reduced
Lunch Eligibility Lunch Eligibility Lunch Eligibility Lunch Eligibility Lunch Eligibility

Annual Annual Annual Annual
household household household household
income limit for income limit fora | income limit for income limit for
a "90%" Choice "90%" Choice a "70%" Choice a "50%" Choice
Scholarship! Scholarship? Scholarship?® Scholarship*

Annual household
income limit for a
"'50%" Choice
Scholarship®

Persons in
Household

1 | $16288 $23,606 $29508 $35.409 $47.212

| $22.007 $31.894 | $39868 | $47,841 $63.788

3| $27726 $40,182 $50.228 $60273 $80,364

Il (N ENSE —

| $33444 $48470 | $60588 | $72.705 $96,940

5 $39163 $56.758 $70.948 $85137 $113516

| $44882 $65.046 | $81308 |  $97.569 $130,092

7 | $50600 $73.334 $91668 $110,00] $146,668

| $56.319 $81622 | $102028 | $122433 $163.244

“ $62.038 $89.910 $12388 | $134865 | $179.820
$67.757 $98198 $122.748 | $147297 | $196396 |

Note, Income levels are determined in accordance with the Income Verification Rules document available at
www.doe.in.gov/choice.

! For a household size of eleven (11) or more, add $5.719 to the annual limit for each additional member for a "90%" scholarship (Pre-K only)

~ EON U1

o

2 Add $8.288 to the annual limit for each additional member for a “90%" scholarship (all except Pre-K)
3Add $10,360 to the annual limit for each additional member for a '70%" scholarship (all except Pre-K)

@dd $12,432 to the annual limit for each additional member for a "50%" scholarship (all except Pre-K)

B6Add $16,576 to the annual limit for each additional member for a “50%" scholarship (Continuing Choice and Special Education only)



PARTICIPATION

STUDENT AND SCHOOL PARTICIPATION

Beginning with the 2019-2020 school year, a second Choice student application period was put in place.
The original, period one, application is open from March 15t to September 15t The second application,
period two, is open from November 15t to January 15%. For purposes of the Annual Choice Report, a school
is only counted as participating if they have one or more students receiving payment and students are
only counted as participating if they receive a payment during the 2020-2021 school year.

For the first time in the history of the Choice Scholarship Program, the total number of participating
students decreased. Last year, the 2019-2020 Choice Scholarship Program had 36,707 participating
students and 326 participating schools. The 2020-2021 school year saw a decrease in participating schools
to 324. There were 35122 participating students in period one and 586 participating students for period
two, which increased the total number of participating students for the 2020-2021 school year to 35,698.

The period two application was established, by law, to provide an opportunity for eligible Choice students
to transfer to a new Choice school and receive a Choice Scholarship after the September 1 deadline.
However, 586 students did not participate during period one and were new in participating in the 2020-
2021 Choice Scholarship Program. Additionally, there were 49 participating students from period one that
participated in period two. Because these students were counted in the student count for period one,
they were excluded from the period two count of 586, to avoid a duplicated count.

The change in student participation is illustrated in Table 2.

Table 2. Student Participation

. . Percent
Vear Appllc_atlon Student Chahge from Change from
Period Count Previous Year .
Previous Year

Period One 30,248 -42 -0.12%

2019-2020

Total 36,707 417 1.15%

35112 1,136 -313%

2020-2021 Period Two 586 127 27.67%
Total 35,698 -1.009 -2.75%

Table 3 illustrates the participating student applicant types for 2020-2021 period two participating
students. The table details whether a student participated in 2020-2021 period one, transferred schools,
and participated for 2020-2021 period two; or if the student did not participate during 2020-2021 period
one and participated for 2020-2021 period two and received only a period two Choice Scholarship award
for the 2020-2021 school year.



Table 3. Period Two Participating Student Applicant Types

New Applicants Transfer Appllcants

2019-2020 459
2020-2021 586 49 035

Table 4, below, illustrates students that transferred during the 2020-2021 school year and participated in
both application periods. The table shows students that participated during the first period application,
left their original Choice school, and whether they returned to the same Choice school to apply and
participate for the second period or enrolled, applied, and participated at a different Choice school for the
second period. With 39 students changing schools from period one to period two, this means only 6.14

percent of period two participants and O.11 percent of students are utilizing the period two application as
it was intended.

Table 4. Period Two Participating Student Transfer Types

Same School leferent School
2019-2020

2020-2021 1O 39 49

The change in school participation from the 2019-2020 school year to the 2020-2021 school year is
illustrated in Table 5.

Table 5. School Participation

Year School Count | Change from Previous Year bercent Change from
Previous Year

2019-2020 -0.91%
2020-2021 324 -2 -0.61%

Nonpublic schools, consisting of Choice and non-Choice schools, accounted for 7.02 percent of statewide
student enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year. This is a decrease of 0.36 percent from the 2019-2020

school year. Choice student enrollment decreased 0.03 percent over the same time period, which is only
reflected by the period one count of 35112, Overall state enrollment decreased, but Traditional Public and

Public Charter schools had marginal increase in percentage. All other school types saw a decrease in
enrollment percentage.

The illustration of changes in the actual counts of students by school type for period one can be found in

Table 6a. The illustration of changes in percentage of statewide student enrollment by school type can be
found in Table 6b.



Table 6a. Count of Statewide Student Enrollment by School Type

Non-Public

Traditional Public (Excluding .
Public Charter Choice Choice Other Total
Students) *

2019-2020 998,244 44,9605 47,540 30.248 8,202 ‘ 1,155,199

2020-2021 982.447 49,091 42,958 35,112 1.876 1,112,084

*Includes only accredited non-public schools that report to the Indiana Department of Education.

Year

Table 6b. Percent of Statewide Student Enrollment by School Type

Non-Public

Traditional Public (Excluding .
Public Charter Choice Choice Other Total
Students) *

2019-2020 87.94% 3.96% 4.19% 3.19% 0.72% 100.00%

2020-2021 88.54% 4.47% 5.86% 3.16% O.17% 100.00%

*Includes only accredited non-public schools that report to the Indiana Department of Education.

Year

PARTICIPATION BY GRADE LEVEL

The kindergarten and grades 1-8 groups both decreased by 0.07 and 0.12 percent, respectively, and grades
9-12+ increased 0.19 percent from period one of 2019-2020 to period one of 2020-2021. Period two of
2020-2021 had a percentage increase of 1 percent for kindergarten, an increase of 0.66 percent for grades
1-8, and a decrease of 1.66 percent for grades 9-12+ When period one and period two for 2020-2021 are
combined, grades 1-8 had the largest decrease at 0.13 percent and grades 9-12+ had the largest increase of
0.18 percent. Kindergarten only decreased by 0.05 percent.

The count of participating students by grade level cluster can be found in Table 7a. The percentage of
participating students by grade level cluster can be found in Table 7b.

Table 7a. Count of Participation by Grade Level Cluster

Perlod One 2,040 26,262 7.946 56,248

2019-2020 ____

Total | 2066 | 26566 8075 36,707

1, 953 25 396 7,765 35 112
2020-2021 Period Two 155

Total 1,992 25,788 7918 35.698




Table 7b. Percent of Participation by Grade Level Cluster

Perlod One ‘ 5.65% 72.45% PARSYA 100.00%

2019-2020 5.66% 66.23% 2811% 100.00%

Total 5.65% 72.57% 22.00% 100.00%

556% 72.33% 2211% 100.00%

2020-2021 Period Two 0.66% ©6.89% 26.45% 100.00%
Total 5.58% 72.24% 22.18% 100.00%

The count of program participants by grade level, as well as the percent each grade level accounted for in
terms of program participation in each year are detailed in Table 8. From the 2019-2020 school year to
the 2020-2021 school year, no grade level increased or decreased by more than 0.53 percent as a
percentage of participating students in the Choice Scholarship Program. The largest decrease, 0.53
percent, was found in the fourth grade. The largest increase, 0.30 percent, was found in the eighth grade.

The graph on the following page shows the marginal changes from the 2019-2020 school year to the
2020-2021 school year. The percentages for Period One and Total participants in both 2019-2020 and
2020-2021 are similar and with minimal change. The lines for Period One and Total are so closely aligned
that they overlap and a solitary line can hardly be seen in the graph. Both Period Two for 2019-2020 and
2020-2021 show no pattern or similarity to the other groups of data.

Table 8. Participation by Crade Level

2019-2020 2020-2021

Period One | Period Two i Period Two




Participation by Grade Level
1%

10% A

9% -
\J T~

c
8%
g N
) 7%
[k
6%
5%
4%
3%
KG 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 n 12+
—19-20 P 563% 874% 921% 924% 976% 956% 944% 865% 7.85% 614% 572%  507%  499%

—19-20 P2 566% @ 915% 850%  937% @ 937% 828% 10.24% 501% @ ©632% 980% 719% 784% 327%
—19-20 Total 563% 874% 920% 925% 976% 954%  945% 860% 7.83%  619%  573% @ 511% @ 497%
w—0-21 P1 556% 896% 9.05% 928% 926% 960% 920% 885% 8I14% 625% 582% 527% 477%
20-21 P2 0.66% 751% @ 939% 853% 734% 870% 870% 922% 751% 819% 512% 768% 546%
20-21 Total 1 558% @ 893%  9.05% 927% 923% 958% 919% 885% 813% 629% 580% 531% @ 478%

PARTICIPATION BY GENDER

Tables 9a and 9b provide data on the gender of participating Choice Scholarship students. In each year of
the program, slightly more female students have participated than male students. However, there has
been a slight decrease each year in the number of female participating students and a slight increase in
male participating students. The changes in each year are marginal and female students still make up
over 50 percent of the participating students in the Choice Scholarship Program. Period Two of 2020-2021
saw a higher percentage of male students to female students at 50.51 percent male and 49.49 percent
female. Overall, the percentages for male and female participating students was 50 percent each. From
the 2019-2020 school year to the 2020-2021 school year, there was a 0.10 percent increase in male and
0.10 percent decrease in female for the Total.

Table 9a. Count of Participation by Gender

Year Application Female Male Total
Period

Perlod One 18,28 17,960 36,248

2019-2020 ___

Total ‘ 18,5354 18,173 36.707

17700 17412 35112

2020-2021 Period Two
Total 17,990 17,708 35,698

12



Table 9b. Percent of Participation by Gender

Year Application Female Male Total
Period

Perlod One 50 459 . 4955% 1OO 00%

20192020
Total 5049% | 4951%  100. 00%
2020-2021 Period Two 49.499% 50,51% 100.00%

Total 50.39% 49.619% 100.00%

PARTICIPATION BY ETHNICITY

Table 10 details the reported ethnicity of Choice Scholarship students from the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021
school years.

Table 10. Participation by Ethnicity

2019-2020 2020-2021

Ethnicit
y Period One | Period Two Total Period One | Period Two Total

American Indian /
Alaskan Native

Black 4,256 73 4,329 4,146 90 4,236

Hispanic Ethnicity

and of Any Race 8,101 388 8,189 8,504 114 8,418

Multiracial (Two or

M 2163 46 2,209 2117 45 2162
ore Races)

Native Hawaiian or

Other Pacific Islander

Total 36,248 459 36,707 35,112 586 35,698

The graph on the next page depicts the percentage of participation by reported ethnicity of Choice
Scholarship students. All ethnicities, with the exception of White saw an increase from 2019-2020 to
2020-2021. Hispanic Ethnicity and of Any Race saw the largest increase at 127 percent. While White
makes up a majority of students, White saw the only decrease from 2019-2020 to 2020-2021 at 2.08
percent. All other ethnicities increased by less than 0.66 percent. The graph illustrates how closely the
percentages for Period One and Total are for both 2019-2020 and 2020-2021. Additionally, the graph
illustrates how Period Two fluctuates from other illustrated periods.



Participation by Ethnicity

60%
50%
o 40%
[
3 30%
& o -
-
0% [ .- *-
American ) : S Native
Indian / Hispanic Multiracial Hawaiian or
Black Asian Ethnicity and White (Two or More i
Alaskan Other Pacific
. of Any Race Races)
Native Islander
m19-20 PI 0.12% 1.74% 2.83% 22.35% 56.949% 597% 0.06%
m19-20 P2 0.22% 15.90% 1.09% 19.17% 53.59% 10.02% 0.00%
m19-20 Total 0.12% 11.79% 2.81% 22.31% 56.89% 6.02% 0.06%
m20-21 Pl 0.14% 11.81% 347% 23.65% 5482% 6.03% 0.08%
20-21 P2 0.17% 15.36% 3.07% 19.45% 5410% 7.68% 017%
20-21 Total 0.14% 11.86% 3.47% 2358% 54.81% 6.06% 0.08%

PARTICIPATION BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

Each public school corporation in Indiana is categorized as one of four geographic types - Metropolitan,
Suburban, Rural, or Town. The geographic area for each student is determined by the public school
corporation where the student lives. As illustrated in Table 11, most students live in a Metropolitan area.
However, Metropolitan saw the largest increase from the 2019-2020 school year to the 2020-2021 school
year at 0.15 percent. Rural also experienced an increase during the same time period of 0.08 percent.
Meanwhile, Suburban and Town both experienced a decrease from the 2019-2020 school year to the
2020-2021 school year of 0.02 percent and 0.21 percent, respectively.

Table 11. Participation by Geographic Area

G

Period One 21,860 8,647 31355 2,606 36.248

2019-2020 ____

Total 22115 8,750 ‘ 3,195 2,649 36.707

21266 8353 3,038 2 455 35112

20202021 SR |
Total 21562 8,504 3133 2,499 35698

As illustrated in the graph on the next page, the percentages for each geographic type are similar for
Period One and Total. However, Period Two data, like many other tables have shown, do not follow the
same trend or percentages.



Participation by Geographic Area

70%

60%
509%
5 40%
N
O 30%
a
20%
mis s
0% )
Metropolitan Suburban Rural Town
H19-20 Pl 60.31% 23.85% 8.65% 7.19%
m19-20 P2 55.55% 22.44% 12.64% 9.37%
W 19-20 Total 60.25% 23.84% 8.70% 7.21%
m20-21 Pl 60.57% 23.79% 8.65% 6.99%
20-21 P2 50.51% 2577% 16.21% 7.51%
20-21 Total 60.40% 23.82% 8.78% 7.00%

TRACKS

PARTICIPATION BY TRACK

Table 12 depicts the track selected on Choice applications at the time the applications were submitted. A
student can satisfy the eligibility criteria of more than one track but only one can be selected at the time
of application. As illustrated in Table 12 and the graph that follows, a majority of students participating in
the 2020-2021 Choice Scholarship Program utilized the Continuing Choice Track.

Table 12. Participation by Track

2019-2020 2020-2021
Period One Period Two Period One Period Two
Continuing Choice \ 27734 27.850 27512 27431

Previous Choice ______

Previous SGO ‘ 1,957 1.976 1,743 1.775

Eligibility Track

2272 _ 248 2009 _ 2210

Speaal Education \ 1,321 1380 1172 1.235

'F* School ______

Slbllng ‘ 2,227 2252 2114 2.159

_-___-_

Total ‘ 56,248 36.707 35112 55,098

The Continuing Choice Track has long been the most frequently utilized Choice Scholarship eligibility
track. The reason behind this is that as students come into the program, they remain in the program,
continuing to utilize the Continuing Choice Track while the cumulative number of students grows. The
Continuous Choice Track saw the largest percentage increase from 2019-2020 to 2020-2021 at 1.02



percent. Previous Choice and Pre-K Tracks also saw an increase at 0.50 percent, and 0.07 percent,
respectively. All other eligibility tracks decreased, with the Two-Semesters Track being the largest decrease
at 0.57 percent.

As can be seen in the graph below, the percentages for Period One and Total for 2019-2020 and 2020-
2021 are consistent, while Period Two for both years show the opposite growth from the other periods. As
stated above, the Two Semesters Track had the largest decrease year-over-year, with a bulk of the
applications coming in during Period One of 2020-2021. However, 2020-2021 Period Two shows a majority
of the eligibility tracks with the Two Semesters in a Public School Track at 34.30 percent. This number
suggests that the students utilizing the second period application are students that are transferring from
their 2020-2021 public school to a Choice school.

Participation by Track

80%
70%
60%
- o)
]
o 30%
20% h
10% _._J
0% Bl J—l = . el
iy | Reios | P | el Foceol | Soing | Prex
m19-20 P1 76.51% 119% 540% 6.27% 3.64% 0.71% 6.14% 0.14%
m19-20 P2 20.92% 6.97% 414% 4553% 12.85% 414% 545% 0.00%
H19-20 Total 75.82% 1.26% 538% 6.76% 376% 0.75% 6.14% 0.13%
m20-21 Pl 77.78% 1.47% 497% 572% 334% 0.50% 6.02% 0.20%
m20-21 P2 20.31% 18.94% 5.46% 34.30% 10.75% 2.56% 7.68% 0.00%
20-21 Total 76.84% 1.76% 497% 6.19% 3.46% 0.53% 6.05% 0.20%

There are two eligibility branches within the Sibling Track. A sibling of a student who received either a
Choice Scholarship or an SGO award in a previous school year is eligible for the Sibling Track. The use of
the Sibling Track saw a slight decrease from last year. As illustrated in Table 13 below and the graph on
the next page, the majority, 86.52 percent, of students who applied under the Sibling Track were siblings
of previous Choice Scholarship students. With more students continuing to use the Continuing Choice
Track, the use of the Sibling Track through a previous Choice Scholarship continues to grow.
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Table 13. Sibling Track Participation by Sibling Award Type

Year Application Previous Choice Previous SGO Total
Period

Penod One 1,850 2.227

2019-2020 ___

Total | 1.872 | 380 2.252

1.652 _ 2114

2020-2021 Period Two |
Total 1,868 291 2.159

The graph below shows that, while increasing marginally, the Sibling Track is mainly growing due to the
number of siblings of students that have received a Choice Scholarship in a prior year.

Sibling Track Participation by Sibling Award Type

90%

80%
70%
60%
c 50%
S 40%
& 309%
20%
0% ; ) ;
Previous Choice Previous SGO
H19-20 PI 83.07% 16.93%
m19-20 P2 88.00% 12.00%
m19-20 Total 83.13% 16.87%
m20-21 Pl 86.66% 13.34%
20-21 P2 80.00% 20.00%
20-21 Total 86.52% 13.48%

PARTICIPATION BY PRIOR INDIANA PUBLIC SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Table 14 and the graph found on the next page provide the count and percentage of Choice Scholarship
students who previously attended an Indiana public school at any point in their educational history.



Table 14. Participation by Student Prior Indiana Public School Attendance

Previously Attended No Record of
Application Period an Indiana Public Attending an Indiana Total
School Public School

Period One 14,110 22,138 56,248

20192020 —_
B 320 35”2

2020-2021 Period Two
Total 13,708 21 ,990 35.698

In each subsequent year of the Choice Scholarship Program, the percentage of Choice students who
previously attended an Indiana public school at any point in their educational history has decreased. For
the 2020-2021 school year, less than 39 percent of students participating in the Choice Scholarship
Program have a record of previously attending an Indiana public school. While students are able to enter
the Choice Scholarship Program through any one of the eight tracks, as more students without an
attendance record in an Indiana public school use the Continuing Choice Track, the number of students
without an attendance record in an Indiana public school will most likely continue to grow.

The percentage change from 2019-2020 to 2020-2021 is consistent with prior years. The percentages for
Period One and Total in 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 are comparable, while the percentages for Period Two
for both years show the opposite of Period One and Total but are consistent from year to year. As stated
on page 17, much like Period Two for 2019-2020, participation in 2020-2021 Period Two suggests that the
students left their public school during 2020-2021 and enrolled and applied at a Choice school during the
second period application window.

Participation by Student Prior Indiana Public School Attendance

80%
70%
60%

c 50%
8 40%
s 30%
20%
10%
0% . . . No Record of Attending an Indiana Public
Previously Attended an Indiana Public School School
W 19-20 PI 38.93% 61.07%
m19-20 P2 68.85% 3115%
m19-20 Total 39.30% 60.70%
m20-21 Pl 37.94% 62.06%
20-21 P2 66.21% 33.79%

20-21 Total 38.40% 61.60%



2020-2021 NEW CHOICE STUDENT PARTICIPATION BY TRACK AND PRIOR INDIANA PUBLIC SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE

Of the 35,698 students participating in the 2020-2021 Choice Scholarship Program, 28,059 received a
Choice Scholarship by applying under either the Continuing or Previous Choice Tracks. Of the other 7,639
students in the program, 2,210 applied under the Two Semesters in a Public School Track. Excluding the
70 students that used the Pre-K Track, the remaining 5359 students applied under the "F School, Previous
SGO, Sibling, and Special Education Tracks. The "F" School, Previous SCO, Sibling, and Special Education
Tracks do not require prior attendance in an Indiana public school.

Table 15 illustrates whether each student who applied under one of these tracks previously attended an
Indiana public school at any point in his/her educational history. 2020-2021 Period One and 2020-202]
Total were very similar in percentages for both students that attended public school and those that did
not. For these two different sets of data, 'F" School Track saw roughly a 2.56 percent increase of students
that never attended public school, Previous SGO Track saw roughly a 4.08 percent increase of students
that never attended public school, Sibling Track saw roughly a 1.01 percent increase of students that never
attended public school, and the Special Education Track saw roughly a 147 percent increase of students
that never attended public school.

Overall, new Choice students using the tracks listed in Table 15 below showed a decrease of 2.60 percent
in Period One, an increase of 0.26 percent in Period Two, and a decrease of 2.34 percent in the percentage
of students who have a record of attending an Indiana public school compared to the 2019-2020 school
year.

Table 15. 2020-2021 New Choice Students by "F' School, Previous SGO, Sibling,
and Special Education Tracks

Never
Attended
S ) Attended
Application Total an Indiana .
Track . . Percent | an Indiana Percent
Period Count Public .
Public
School
School

Perlod One 25 14.29% 150 85.71%

'F* School __ 4667% |8 | 5333%

Total 190 ‘ 52 16.84% 158 83.16%

= _ 1555% I 84.45%

Period Two | 2813% 71.87%

SGO
1775 _ 15779% 1495 8423%

Perlod One 2114 ‘ 191 9.04% 1,923 90.96%

SEIUCH Period Two |45 10 | 2220% | 55 7778%

Total 2,159 ‘ 9.31% 1,958 90.69%

1172 _ 4590% _ 5410%

special - p——— | 68.25% 31.75%

Education
1235 _ 47 04% _ 52 96%

Period One 5204 ‘ 1,025 19.70% 4,179 80.50%

G Period Two | 155 |69 | 4452% | 86 | 5548%

Total 5359 ‘ 1,094 20.41% 4,265 79.59%
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

During the 2013 legislative session of the Indiana General Assembly, legislation was passed adding the
Special Education Track and allowing nonpublic schools to be the designated special education service
provider for eligible Choice Scholarship students. Choice schools that are selected as the special
education service provider and agree to provide special education services to eligible Choice Scholarship
students, may receive State special education funding for eligible Choice students. Prior to this legislation,
nonpublic schools were not eligible to receive State special education funding for any eligible special
education student.

At the time of application, the parent/guardian of a Choice student who qualifies to receive special
education services must designate the Choice school or the public school corporation as the special
education service provider. If the Choice school is selected as the special education service provider, the
school is eligible to receive State special education funding for any eligible special education Choice
student.

Table 16 and the graph on the next page detail the special education service provider selection of eligible
Choice Scholarship students by their respective parent/guardian. For the 2020-2021 school year, 3,349
participating Choice Scholarship students were eligible for special education as reported on their Choice
Scholarship application. Of these students, 614, or 18.33 percent, selected their Choice school as the
special education service provider while the other 2,735, or 81.67 percent, selected the public school
corporation where the Choice school is located.

Compared to the 2019-2020 school year, 0.88 percent less applicable students chose the Choice school as
the special education service provider in 2020-2021. Period One and Total percentages for 2019-2020 and
2020-2021 were all between about 18 and 19 percent for Choice school and between 81 and 82 percent
for the public school corporation. Period Two showed much different percentages, coming in around 33
and 38 percent, for 2019-2020 and 2020-2021, respectively, of students selecting the Choice school as the
special education service provider while 67 and 62 percent, for 2019-2020 and 2020-2021, respectively,
selected the public school corporation.

Table 16. Special Education Service Provider Selection Count

Year Application Choice School Public School Total
Period Corporation*

Perlod One 2.730 3,365

2019-2020 ___

Total 2,784 3.446

_ IS N/

2020-2021 Period Two

_ 2735 3549

* The public school corporation where the Choice school is located, not the student's school
corporation of legal settlement




Special Education Service Provider Selection Percentage

90%
80%
70%
- 60%
C
) 50%
O
o 40%
& 30%
20%
10%
0% ) ) :
Choice School Public School Corporation
m19-20 PI 18.87% 81.13%
m19-20 P2 33.33% 66.67%
B 19-20 Total 19.21% 80.79%
m20-21 PI 17.78% 82.22%
20-21 P2 38.04% 61.96%
20-21 Total 18.33% 81.67%

For the 2020-2021 school year, 67 Choice schools were selected as the special education service provider
for at least one eligible Choice Scholarship student, but only 62 of the schools received a payment for at
least one student. The information shown in Table 17 shows the special education payment information
for Choice schools for 2019-2020. In 2019-2020, Choice schools received a combined special education
payment for eligible Choice students of $1,752.835.61. In cases where a parent/guardian who designated
the Choice school as the service provider exited the Choice school prior to the end of the school year, a
prorated refund of the special education funding was returned to IDOE.

Table 17. Special Education Payment and Refunds

2019-2020

Payment | $1.789.842.08

53700647

Net Payment | $1.752.835.61

Note: The 2020-2021 information is not available at this time due to
outstanding refunds. 2020-2021 information will be included in the
2021-2022 Choice Annual Report.

RETENTION

PARTICIPANT RETENTION DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR

Participating Choice schools are required to report a Choice Scholarship student who withdraws from the
Choice school to IDOE within five days of the student’'s exit date. Table 18 provides the count and percentage
of participating students who exited a Choice school prior to the last day of school.



Table 18. Students Who Exited Choice School Before Last Day

Application Period Count Who [xited
Period One 36,290 1,455 4.00%
2018-2019

Total | 36,290 1455 | 4.00%

I o 340%
2019-2020

Period Two \ \ 5.23%

o707 o5 3429

Note: The 2020-2021 information is not available at this time. It will be included in next year's updated report.

PARTICIPANT RETENTION BETWEEN SCHOOL YEARS

Table 19 illustrates participating student retention in the Choice Scholarship Program between school years.
Of the 35,698 Choice Scholarship students who participated in the 2020-2021 Choice Scholarship Program,
28534 of those students participated in the 2019-2020 school year. For the 2020-2021 school year, 28059
students applied under the Continuing or Previous Choice Scholarship Tracks. The other 475 students were
eligible to apply under either the Continuing or Previous Choice Tracks but applied under a different track.

Table 19. Choice Student Retention From the Previous Year

Participated in the | Did Not Participate | Percent Retained
Year Total Students
Previous Year in the Previous Year | from Previous Year

2019-2020 ‘ 36,707 28,850 7.877 79.44%
2020-2021 35,698 285354 7164 79.95%
AWARDS

CALCULATION OF AWARD AMOUNT
Currently, the value of the Choice Scholarship is the lesser of two amounts:

1) Tuition and fees charged to the student at the eligible Choice school; or
2) An amount based off the per-student State funding for the student's public school corporation of
residence, determined as follows:
A 90 percent of the funding formula amount if household income is up to 69 percent of
Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch eligibility if the student received an Early Education
GCrant under IC 12-17.2-7.2 to attend Pre-K at an eligible Choice school.
A 90 percent of the funding formula amount if household income is up to 100 percent of
Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch eligibility.
A 70 percent of the funding formula amount if household income is up to 125 percent of
Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch eligibility.
A 50 percent of the funding formula amount if household income is up to 150 percent of
Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch eligibility.



A 50 percent of the funding formula amount if household income is up to 200 percent of
Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch eligibility if the student received a Choice Scholarship
and was enrolled for the full 2018-2019 school year at their respective Choice school OR if
the student has a disability that requires special education services.

The 90 percent, 70 percent, and 50 percent award amount calculations, which use the per-student State
funding amount by public school corporation of residence for the 2020-2021 school year, were posted at
https.//Mwww.doe.in.gov/choice. Currently, the 2021-2022 estimated award amounts are found on the
Choice website.

Beginning in the 2015-2016 school year, the maximum award amount of $4.800 for grades 1-8 was
removed. Thus, the maximum award amount is the lesser of the tuition and fees charged to the student
at the eligible Choice school or the 50 percent, 70 percent, or 90 percent Choice Scholarship award
amounts based on the funding formula.

AWARDS BY TYPE

Table 20 and the graph on the next page illustrate the breakdown of awards by the count and
percentage of students qualifying for 90 percent, 70 percent, and 50 percent award amounts based on
their family's income eligibility.

Table 20. Count of Qualifying Awards by Type

Perlod One 25,341 3520 7587 36,248

2019-2020 ____

Total | 25688 | 3,560 7,459 36,707

22,998 4,407 7.707 35112

2020-2021 Period Two | |
Total 23,442 4,465 7,791 35,698

The 2019-2020 school year was the first year of the Choice Scholarship Program to have a 70 percent
award amount. For the 2020-2021 school year, 6550 percent, 75.77 percent, and 65.67 percent of
participating students met the income criteria for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program and
qualified for a 90 percent award for the 2020-2021 Period One, 2020-2021 Period Two, and 2020-2020-
2021 Total, respectively. Period One and Total showed a decrease and Period Two showed a slight increase
from the 2019-2020 school year. For the 2020-2021 school year, 12.55 percent, 9.90 percent, and 1251
percent of participating students met the income criteria for the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch
Program and qualified for a 70 percent award for the 2020-2021 Period One, 2020-2021 Period Two, and
2020-2020-2021 Total, respectively. Each period and the total showed an increase from the 2019-2020
school year. In 2019-2020, 20.38 percent, 15.69 percent, and 20.32 percent of students met the income
guidelines to qualify for a 50 percent award compared to 21.95 percent, 14.33 percent, and 21.82 percent
for 2020-2021 Period One, 2019-2020 Period Two, and 2019-2020 Total, respectively. Period One and Total
showed an increase from the prior year for 70 percent awards while the Period Two showed a decrease
from the 2019-2020 school year.
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As illustrated in the graph on the next page, 2020-2021 saw similar percentages of students receiving the
90 percent award to the 2019-2020 school year even though there was a slight decrease. Even with the
decrease in percentage, the 90 percent award still makes up a majority of the qualified award types for
participating students. A majority of students qualify for a 90 percent award due to the number of
students that satisfied income eligibility through the Choice Scholarship Eligibility System (CSES) or legal
foster child status in lieu of using household income and size, as shown in Table 23. CSES and legal foster
child status automatically qualify a student for a 90 percent award as long as the student satisfies the
requirements of one of the tracks.

Percent of Qualifying Awards by Type

80%

70%
B 60%
§ 50%
o 40%
o 30%
20%
0%
90% Award 70% Award 50% Award
m19-20 P1 69.91% 9.71% 2038%
m19-20 P2 75.60% 8.71% 15.69%
B 19-20 Total 69.98% 9.70% 2032%
m20-21 P 65.50% 12.55% 2195%
m20-21 P2 75.77% 9.90% 14.33%
20-21 Total 65.67% 12.51% 21.82%

Table 21 below breaks down the number of participating students by qualified award types mentioned in
Table 20 by track. Due to the income guidelines for the Pre-K Track being below the income criteria for
the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program, Pre-K Track students are only eligible for 90 percent
award amounts.
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Table 21. Qualifying Award Types by Eligibility Track

Award Appllcatlon Contlnumg Previous | Previous Special
Choice SGO Semester Education School Sibling | Pre-K Total
143

Period One 17569 1, 074 1,661 1436

s _--__---ﬂ-

Total ‘ IWASZYS 1.093 156 1472 70 23,442

m-——---
70%

Award Period Two ‘ N/A

Period One \ 364 \ N/A 7707

371
pward —-n——n---
364

Total | 6415 | N/A 7791

I N 2 0 N T N T
586

Period Two ‘ ‘

Total 27,43] 628 1.775 2,210 1,235 190 2,159 70 35,698

Although a student qualifies for a 90 percent, 70 percent, or 50 percent award amount, roughly one-third
of Choice Scholarship students’ tuition amount is less than their qualified 90 percent, 70 percent, or 50
percent qualified award amount. As shown in Table 22, 3399 percent of Choice students’ actual award
amount is their tuition and fees amount at their Choice school. Of the 12,132 students whose tuition and
fees were the lesser amount, 9,849 of the students award amounts were less than 90 percent of the
public tuition support amount for which they were qualified, 1,294 of the students award amounts were
less than 70 percent of the public tuition support amount for which they were qualified, and 989 of the

students award amounts were less than 50 percent of the public tuition support amount for which they
were qualified.

Table 22. Count of Actual Awards by Type

Year Application 90% Award | 709% Award | 50% Award Tuition and Total
. Period | . Fees

Perlod One 12 992 2266 6 216 14,774 36248

| Period Two | 218 | 34 | 65 | 142 | 459

Total 13210 | 2300 6281 | 14916 36,707

13277 3125 6724 11986 35112

20202021 |ESMEERNE | |
Total 15,593 3,171 6,802 12,132 35,698

The graph below shows that the only type of actual awards to decrease since the 2019-2020 school year
are the Tuition and Fees award type, which went from 40.63 percent in 2019-2020 to 33.99 percent in
2020-2021. This decrease in the Tuition and Fees award type makes the 90 percent award type the most
popular award type for the 2020-2021 school year with 38.08 percent of all participating students. These
changes may be related to the shown increase in tuition and fees amounts at Choice schools.



Percent of Actual Awards by Type

609%
50%
S 40%
o
& z0%
20%
- -
B mllm
90% Award 70% Award 50% Award Tuition and Fees
H19-20 P 35.84% 6.25% 17.15% 40.76%
m19-20 P2 47.49% 7.41% 1416% 30.94%
m19-20 Total 35.99% 6.27% 17.11% 40.63%
m20-21 Pl 37.81% 890% 19.15% 34149
20-21 P2 53.93% 7.85% 13.31% 2491%
20-21 Total 38.08% 8.88% 19.05% 33.99%

In addition to household income and household size, the Choice Scholarship Program utilizes CSES and
legal foster child status as verification that Choice students satisfy the income eligibility aspect of the
application process. The CSES is a database compiled of students who qualify for certain benefits from
other State administered financial assistance programs. In addition, if a child has legal status as a foster
child, the income eligibility criteria for the Choice Scholarship Program is satisfied. Students using CSES
and foster child status are automatically eligible for a 90 percent award amount, as long as they meet the
requirements for one of the eight tracks. The award amount of students using household size and
income is dependent on their income and track. All 50 percent and 70 percent award amount recipients
applied using household size and income. Table 23 outlines the breakdown of students by the avenue in
which they satisfied the income criteria.

Table 23. Count of Income Eligibility Types

Year Application CSES Foster Child Household Total
Period Size/Income

Perlod One 14,022 22127 36,248

2019-2020 ____

Total 14,157 22,454 36,707

9 527 “ 25. 496 35112
586

20202021 R |
Total 9,689 99 25,910 35698
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Tables 24 and 25 on the following pages, outline the reported household sizes and incomes for the 72.58
percent of students who applied using household income and size for their income eligibility. Of those
students, 86.81 percent live in a household with six or less people and 75.46 percent of these students live
in a household with an annual household income of $75,000 or less. Both of these percentages are an
increase from 2019-2020, which shows that students from households with smaller sizes and incomes
applied for 2020-2021. The average household size and income for 2020-2021 Total are 4.80 and
$54,798.74, respectively. 2020-2021 Period One and 2020-2021 Period Two had average household sizes of
4.80 and 4.88, respectively, and average household incomes of $54,931.30 and $
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