
DISCOVER THE RICH HISTORY OF 
YOUR INDIANA STATE PARKS

CENTENNIAL 
CHALLENGE
Indiana Dunes
State Park

I N D I A N A D U N E S C E N T E N N I A L C H A L L E N G E

TO COMPLETE THE CHALLENGE:
MAP-MARKER-ALT  Visit each stop. 
CAMERA Take a photo at each. 

This adventure takes you throughout the park. 
You may complete the challenge in one or more 
visits. Show your photos to the interpretive 
naturalist to earn a sticker. If the Nature Center is 
closed upon your completion, email your photos 
and mailing address to SPContests@dnr.IN.gov, 
and your sticker will be mailed to you.

1 CCC Flagpole
Location: Outside the 
Nature Center. 

The Civilian Conservation 
Corps began April 5, 
1933, by Act of Congress. 
Unmarried men ages 
18-21 and some WW I 
veterans were enrolled 
for six-month enlistments. 
Company 556 (later 
Company 1563) arrived at 
the Indiana Dunes State 
Park on Oct. 27, 1933. 

2 Jen Jensen Fountain

Location: Outside the Nature Center. 

The Prairie Club was an organization from Chica-
go that helped create Indiana Dunes State Park. 
Jen Jensen, a prominent landscape architect, was 
a member. He designed the memorial fountain 
that is now at the Nature Center that was donated 
to Indiana in 1932.

3 (optional) 100 Years of Indiana Dunes State Park

Location: Display inside the Nature Center. 

The mission of Indiana State Parks is to conserve, 
manage, and interpret our resources while creating 
memorable experiences for everyone. The photos 
and other historic objects capture a glimpse of the 
memories made in the past century. These cultural 
artifacts from the Dunes carry the narrative of those 
who visited and inhabited this property before us. 

Indiana Dunes State Park 
1600 N. 25 E. 
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Enjoyed the challenge?
Consider donating to Indiana 
State Parks to support interpretive 
programs! Donate to the "bluebird" 
donation box or see other ways to give at: 
on.in.gov/INStateParksDonate 

Check out other Centennial 
Challenges at these parks 
across the state:

•	McCormick’s Creek SP
•	Turkey Run SP
•	Clifty Falls SP
•	Pokagon SP

⊳ Continue your journey inside



4 Wilson’s Shelter

Location: Off park road, location marked on 
property map. 

This structure is an original building constructed by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps that is still used. 
The CCC company stationed at the Dunes, created 
a newspaper call The Hoosier Dunesman. On June 
22, 1934, one of its reporters wrote, “Although we 
shall soon move to the Pokagon State Park, we 
shall long remember the sky-blue waters of Lake 
Michigan and the sparkling sands of the Dunes.”

5 Nature Preserve Plaque

Location: On a small memorial block by Trail 8 
entrance near Wilson’s Shelter
In 1975, Indiana Dunes State Park was designated 
a National Natural Landmark. The park has three 
nature preserves: Dunes Nature Preserve, Dunes 
Prairie Nature Preserve, and the J.D. Marshall Un-
derwater Preserve. Combined, they cover two-thirds 
of  the park.

6 Duneside Shelter

Location: Off park road, as marked on property map.

The site of Duneside Inn, a converted farmhouse, 
was north of the South Shore Railroad station at 
Tremont. To access the inn, one had to enter the 
Tremont entrance into the state park, which, like 
the inn, no longer exists. In 1932, one could stay at 
the inn for $2.50 to $3.50 per day, which included 
meals.

7 (optional) Old Stone Gate House

Location: At the park entrance.
The park officially opened to the public on July 1, 
1926, charging 10 cents per person to enter. After 
construction of the Bathing Pavilion in 1929, the 
state park was further improved upon with this 
beautiful entrance. There are four uplifting quotes 
about nature printed on the gatehouses.

8 Beach Pavilion

Location: On beach as shown on property map.
Construction began on the Pavilion in 1929 and 
finished in 1930 at a cost of $100,000. The building 
had bathrooms, a bathhouse, a concession stand, 
and a restaurant. Restoration began in 2015. It 
remains a beloved landmark of Indiana Dunes State 
Park. 

9 J.D. Marshall Propeller

Location: By the Beach Pavillion. 
This is the actual propeller from the sand hauling 
vessel that sunk near the shore of the future site of 
Indiana Dunes State Park. On June 10, 1911, a squall 
came upon the ship, sinking it. Four crew members 
tragically lost their lives. The captain saved three 
others. Today, the wreck is safeguarded as Indiana’s 
first underwater nature preserve.

10� Daylighting Area at Dunes Creek

Location: Off park road, near the trailhead of the 
accessible Beach Trail. 
This location marks the former barracks of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps. Upon CCC’s arrival, its 
young men built their own accommodations, which 
included paving a 3-acre site for their camp. Dunes 
Creek flowed through this region, prompting the 
men to install hundreds of feet of culvert to channel 
the creek under the lot. For 70 years, Dunes Creek 
flowed while hidden beneath the lot . In 2009, the 
creek was uncovered, allowing it to bask in the 
sunlight once more.




