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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  Wolcott, George and Margaret, House  
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: N/A 
      ___________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: 105 Wolcott St. 
City or Town:  Wolcottville   State:  IN 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this x nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  x  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           x local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
  A             x B           x C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
Indiana DNR-Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s)  

 
 District  

 
 Site  

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
1   2  buildings 

 
1   0  sites 
 
0   0  structures  
 
0   0  objects 
 
2   2  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Domestic: single dwelling 
 __________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Work in progress  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
foundation:  STONE 
 
walls:   WOOD: Weatherboard 
   ________________________ 
roof:   ASPHALT 
other:   ________________________ 
   ________________________ 
 

 
 

Narrative Description 
 (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The George and Margaret Wolcott House is an exceptional, early example of the Greek Revival 
style constructed in 1838 in Wolcottville, founded by its owner.  The house sits on a gentle rise 
on what was once an ample estate on the north end of town.  The two-story, gable-front house is 
symmetrical with one-story gabled wings flanking the two-story portion.  Historic details both on 
the exterior and inside the house are substantial and include a heavy entablature with cornice 
returns and thick Doric columns on incised porches on the wings.  While the house is the primary 
feature of the property, there are a few non-contributing storage sheds on site.  In the front yard 
of the property is an early Native American mound.  While the feature is outside of the period of 
significance, Wolcott gave thoughtful placement of his house, centered with the mound, in order 
to retain the feature’s significance.  Due to that placement, the nominated parcel is considered a 
contributing site. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
The George and Margaret Wolcott House is on a slight rise to the north of Little Elkhart Creek, 
on the immediate north side of East Wolcott Street in view of North Main Street (to its west) in 
Wolcottville.  The house was constructed in 1838, at the time the town was founded by its 
builder, George Wolcott.  Wolcott had a mill on the creek just south of the house.  The house 
faces slightly northwest, with Wolcott Street running parallel with the south side of the house 
toward Main Street.  Once part of a larger estate owned by Wolcott, divisions of the land as early 
as the 1880s, created outlots for residences lining Wolcott Street to the east and Woodruff Road 
that runs northeasterly from the intersection of Wolcott and Main Streets. 
 
Wolcott constructed his house with its two-story gable-front portion centered with an early 
Native American mound, which is a small feature on the property, rising only a few feet in the 
front lawn.  The mound is a contributing site.  An attached structure was added later, c. 1890, to 
the house on its northeast corner.  This likely served as a wood shed (and later a garage) but was 
recently removed; its stone foundation is extant and includes a raised concrete stoop on its south 
side.  Two small, modern prefabricated storage buildings are located in the backyard and are 
considered non-contributing (one is visible to the far left in photo 0001).  The property has a few 
large mature shade trees, mostly lining Wolcott Street.  The house is vacant and undergoing 
stabilization/restoration. 
 
Exterior, photographs 0001-0004 
The house has a two-story gable-front portion flanked by one-story gabled wings with incised 
front porches often referred to as a “temple with wings” residence (photo 0001).  Behind the 
wings are one-story shed roof extensions of the two-story portion; these also have incised 
porches adjacent to the back wall of the wings (photo 0004).  The house has a foundation of 
split-face granite boulders that form a basement and crawl space.  The walls are covered with 
clapboards trimmed with base boards, wide corner boards that form paneled pilasters, and simple 
window casings that form an entablature-like hood.  Windows are 12/12 and 12/8 wood.  A tall 
entablature is at the top of the walls and features a strict interpretation of classical architecture 
with an architrave, frieze, and cornice.  The entablature follows the rake of the gable walls, 
including those of the wings, and features cornice returns.  The roof is covered with asphalt 
shingles.  Only one chimney is extant and it is located at the south end of the south-facing wing 
(right side of photo 0001). 
 
The front (west) façade is symmetrical and features a two-story gable-front portion in the center 
with flanking one-story wings with side gables (photo 0001).  The front façade’s clapboards are 
laid flush without overlapping edges.  The two-story portion has two bays of wood windows, 
12/12 on the first floor and 1/1 on the second floor.  The wings feature full-width incised porches 
with wood floors and ceilings and three unfluted Doric/Tuscan columns that support the roof.  
The entablature/cornice detail of the porch eave continues across the face of the two-story 
portion of the façade.  The wings feature two 12/12 wood windows, though the south window in 
the north wing has been filled in with clapboards.  Two-panel wood doors with wood screen 
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doors are located in the inside ends of each wing’s façade.  The south and north facades of the 
wings are mirrored and feature a 12/12 window centered with the gable’s ridge (photo 0001 for 
south and photo 0002 for north).  A second window was located to the east of these windows, but 
both were removed and the opening was filled with clapboards.  The east façade of the north 
wing has no door or window openings (right side of photo 0003).  The east façade of the south 
wing has a two-panel wood door with a window in its top half (left side of photo 0004). 
 
The back (east) façade features the central two-story gabled section flanked by one-story 
extensions with shed roofs (photo 0003).  This gives the back of the house a monitor roof-like 
appearance.  The north and south wings are set back considerably from the façade.  The cornice 
returns and entablature-like rake is on the one-story shed roof ends.  A short wood basement 
window is in the south side of the façade.  The first floor has a 12/8 wood window off-centered 
to the south.  A door composed of wood planks is off-centered to the north.  The second story 
has a 12/8 wood window slightly north of center.  To the north of that is a short wood window 
composed of 8 panes of glass (it appears to be the bottom sash part of the 12/8 windows); it is 
located immediately under the north cornice return.  A later, c. 1890, one-story addition is on the 
northeast corner of the back façade.  It linked the house to a wood shed on the back of the house 
by a door centered in its east wall; only the opening is extant and the north wall of this addition 
has been removed (foreground of photo 0003). 
 
The north façade of the back portion of the house (two-story portion and shed roof extension) has 
suffered substantial water damage and the full first floor wall has been removed, though the shed 
roof is extant (seen in photo 0003).  The second floor wall features a small wood window divided 
into six panes.  It is located in the frieze of the entablature at the top of the wall.  The north 
wing’s north façade was described earlier.  The south façade features two 1/1 wood windows in 
the east half of the shed roof extension (middle of photo 0004).  The west half is an incised 
porch.  It has a two-panel wood door with window in its top half in the east half of its back wall; 
a large window opening is west of the door (the window is not extant).  The second floor wall 
has a frieze band window that matches the one in the north façade. 
 
Interior 
The interior is generally arranged with two large rooms on the first and second floor of the two-
story portion (these are divided by back-to-back fireplaces/chimneys) and a large room on the 
first floor of each flanking wing.  Smaller ancillary rooms and hallways further divide the floor 
plan.  A short corridor connects the front formal room in the two-story portion of the house with 
the room in the north wing and the large room in the back part of the two-story portion (photo 
0009).  A staircase was once located between the two large rooms off this hallway but was 
removed (photo 0011).  A doorway leads into the south wing room off the south wall of the front 
formal room.  The front formal room features a fireplace centered in its east wall with built-in 
cabinetry above (photo 0006).  The large back room features a fireplace centered in its west wall 
with built-in cabinetry to its north and a small closet to its south (photo 0012).  The northeast 
corner of the back room has a hall that leads to the former wood shed/c. 1890 addition.  An 
enclosed staircase is to the south of the hallway (photo 0014).  A small closet is off the northwest 
corner of the hallway and a basement staircase is off its southeast corner (left side of photo 
0014). 
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The second floor features a large front bedroom.  A closet is centered in its east wall (photo 
0015).  It is flanked by a wide alcove to its south and a door that leads to a small hall to its north.  
The hall connects the front room to a large back bedroom.  The back bedroom features a closet 
immediately south of the doorway to the front bedroom/hall (right side of photo 0018).  An open 
wood staircase is in the back bedroom’s northeast corner (photo 0017).  A short under-eave 
storage door is off the landing at the top of the stairs (north wall).  Another under-eave storage 
door is in the southwest corner of the back bedroom, in its south wall (seen on right side of photo 
0018). 
 
The house has poplar floors and plaster walls and ceilings throughout.  Some areas of the floors, 
walls, and ceilings suffered from water damage (particularly in the back part of the house) and 
finish materials have been removed.  Generally speaking, the front rooms of the house (wings 
and front formal room) have more formal trim details that remain unpainted with a dark stain 
while the back room and second floor have simpler details that are mostly painted.  The house 
has raised two-panel wood doors throughout.  The narrow vertical panels of the front entry doors 
have a very solid appearance (see photos 0007, 0009).  Because there are varying trim details, a 
room-by-room description follows. 
 
The south wing and the front room of the two-story portion of the house feature a nicely-detailed 
assembly of base board that creates a formal classically-inspired “base”.  This is accentuated by 
how the base juts out at the bottom of fluted pilaster-like door and window casings forming a 
plinth (see photos 0005-0008).  The fluted or incised casings are capped by simple square blocks 
between which the top casing is also fluted.  Under the windows are raised wood panels.  The 
south wing has an interior chimney braced against its south wall (seen in photo 0008) and 
doorways the lead to the front (south) porch, front room, back room, and south porch off the 
back room.  The front room of the two-story portion of the house has a fireplace centered in its 
east wall (photo 0006).  Bricks once formed the hearth.  The fireplace surround is composed of 
pilasters with recessed panels, capped by capital-like blocks with recessed panels.  The 
entablature-like top of the surround also has a recessed panel.  The thick wood mantel follows 
the slight contours of the pilasters in the surround below.  Above the mantel are five wood 
panels.  The middle is recessed slightly with vertical boards.  Those flanking it are simple raised 
panels.  The outer panels are cabinets with raised panel doors.  These extend north and south 
beyond the mantel below.  Doorways lead to the south wing and to a corridor on the north side of 
the room (left side of photo 0006). 
 
The corridor (in the north wing) may have been created with a wall added later to separate it 
from the north room of the wing.  The casings in this corridor are flat (unfluted) and the 
baseboards are also simpler in detail (photo 0009).  The north room of the wing, however, has 
the same baseboard detail of the south wing but without the plinths at the base of the casings 
(photo 0010).  Raised wood panels are below the windows of the north wing.  The wall between 
the corridor and this room is tight against the casing (partially covering) of the south window 
(left side of photo 0010).  Doorways in the corridor lead to the front (north) porch, front room, 
north wing, and back room.  A doorway in its southeast corner also led to a staircase that is no 
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longer extant.  Ghosting from the staircase is clearly visible against the wood plank walls of this 
small closet/room (photo 0011). 
 
The back room of the two-story portion of the house functioned as the kitchen.  The casings 
throughout this back area are composed of simple, flat boards that are painted.  The baseboard 
matches that in the corridor.  The kitchen’s most prominent feature is the fireplace centered in its 
west wall (photo 0012).  The fireplace has a brick hearth floor and surround composed of simple 
pilasters with an entablature that has a tall frieze board and thin cornice.  A cabinet with a raised 
panel door is south of the hearth opening and is incorporated into the surround.  A doorway to a 
small closet it immediately south of the cabinet.  North of the surround are two vertical bays of 
cabinets.  The south bay has two stacked cabinets with a recessed opening at the top; the back 
wall of the recessed opening has vertical planks.  The cabinets have doors with a single raised 
panel.  The north bay has wider cabinets with doors that have two raised panels.  The top cabinet 
is the same height as the top cabinet and recessed opening combined in the south bay.  This gives 
the overall composition of cabinetry a uniform appearance.  The doorway to the corridor leading 
to the front room and south wing is immediately north of the cabinetry.  It features a transom 
divided into three panes and is the only doorway in the house with a transom (seen on right side 
of photo 0012).  A wainscot composed of three tall beaded boards and a chair rail is located to 
each side of the staircase doorway in the east wall of the kitchen (photo 0014).  The wood 
staircase features winders near the top of the stairs and the stairway walls are covered with 
narrow, unpainted vertical boards.  Much of the original plaster has been removed from the 
kitchen’s walls and ceiling due to water damage and deterioration. 
 
The second floor features simple baseboards throughout, matching those of the kitchen.  The 
front room has slightly more refined trim with casings that match those of the more formal rooms 
of the first floor.  This includes a variation of pilaster bases for casings on doorways and the 
alcove opening in the east wall (photo 0015).  The “base” under the windows in the west wall 
extends from the window sill to the floor, slightly taller than the baseboard (photo 0016).  The 
corner blocks of the casings feature a rosette-like pattern, unlike those of the first floor.  The east 
wall of the front bedroom has a bank of three openings (north to south, photo 0015):  a doorway 
to a small vestibule that leads to the back room, a closet door that is a fair amount taller, and a 
wide alcove opening that extends to the south wall of the room.  The small vestibule has 
doorway casings composed of flat boards with an entablature-like top. 
 
The back room of the second floor features simple doorway casings composed of flat boards and 
an entablature-like top.  A closet is immediately south of the doorway into the vestibule in the 
west wall.  It is slightly raised from the floor and juts into the room slightly and is covered with 
wood.  It has a two-panel door and wood cap over the closet (right side of photo 0018).  The 
staircase to the first floor is located in the northeast corner of the room (photo 0017).  Its landing 
is against the north wall with winders that turn to the south, then west as they descend.  The 
staircase is open at the top with a railing composed of simple boards.  The back (east) wall of the 
stairwell features beaded boards installed horizontally to the bottom of the frieze band window in 
the building’s east wall.  The two below-eave storage closets feature doors with a single panel 
(see photos 0017-0018).  The woodwork throughout the second floor is painted with the 
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exception of the closet door of the front room and the door leading to the back bedroom from the 
vestibule. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 

 
 

  

X
 

  

X 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE 
EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1838 -1857 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person (last name, first name) 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
 
Wolcott, George 
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder (last name, first name) 
 Wolcott, George 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 
 

Period of Significance (justification) 
 
The period of significance begins in 1838, the year George Wolcott constructed his home in the 
town named for its founder, Wolcottville.  The period ends in 1857, the year of Wolcott’s death.  
His widow, Margaret, continued to live at the house into the latter part of the 19th century but the 
larger estate on which the house was constructed soon became subdivided after his death. 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
 
Not Applicable 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
The George and Margaret Wolcott House is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
under criterion C, in the area of Architecture.  The house is one of the finest, earliest examples of 
Greek Revival architecture in northern Indiana.  The temple-front building includes rows of wide 
columns to each side and a heavy entablature.  Its tripartite design, called variously “temple type 
with wings,” “upright and flanker,” or “pavilion with ells,” was once common from New 
England to the Upper Midwest and part of the Upland South.  Several builder’s pattern books 
featured the type.  Because the house belonged to the founder of Wolcottville, George Wolcott, 
and he was locally prominent in the development of this part of the state, the property is also 
eligible using criterion B under Exploration/Settlement. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Architecture 
 
The George and Margaret Wolcott House is significant in architectural design. The house is one 
of the oldest, if not the oldest, homes in Lagrange County, as identified by the historic survey 
conducted by The Indiana Department of Natural Resources, published in their Interim Report. 
While there are other Greek revival style homes in the area, the temple style front with six large 
wood columns is not commonly seen. Mr. Wolcott strategically located the home next to an 
undisturbed Indian mound, with three of the columns to either side of the mound, adding to the 
structure’s visually impressive appearance. At the time of its construction this area of Indiana 
was just beginning to see settlement. Certainly, most, if not all homes in that part of Lagrange 
County, at that time would have been of log construction, if only temporary in nature. In fact, 
Mr. Wolcott, who had arrived there in 1837, first constructed a log cabin at this site to provide 
for a temporary residence for his family. Having no saw mill in the area, Mr. Wolcott 
constructed a mill on the middle branch of the Elkhart River, allowing for frame construction to 
begin in the area. Mr. Wolcott was responsible for the construction of about fifteen buildings in 
Wolcottville during its settlement period. 
 
The Wolcott House is an exceptional and early example of the Greek Revival style in its 
principle architectural features.  Greek Revival was the dominant style of American domestic 
architecture between about 1830-1850 during which its popularity led it to be called the 
“National Style”.  The style was particularly common in areas of rapid development during the 
1830s-1850s.  There was increasing interest in classical buildings in the United States at the 
close of the 18th century based on Roman and earlier Greek examples found through 
archaeological investigations.  As a young democracy, Americans sought to find precedents to 
establish their democratic ideals in the form of its architecture.  Rome and particularly Greece, 
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provided these precedents because of their early experiments in democracy.  Two factors 
enhanced the Greek influence in the United States:  the Greek War for Independence during the 
1820s and 1830s and the American War of 1812.  The Greek War found sympathetic citizens in 
the United States and the American war with the British in 1812 lessened the interest in British 
architecture.  The Greek Revival style seemed only appropriate for a nation undergoing a new 
experiment in governing, called democracy, that had philosophical roots based on Grecian 
models of governing. 
 
Many features of the Greek Revival style mimic these earlier examples.  Treatments near roof 
lines of porches and the main house emulate the classically ordered entablature of Greek 
buildings with trim boards creating the architrave, frieze, and cornice.  These are usually visually 
supported by corner pilasters or physically supported by simplified Doric columns on porches.  
The cornice detail may or may not return across the face of the gabled ends.  Where the cornice 
returns cross the entire gable it creates a triangular pediment; often a broken cornice return is 
located on the gabled end suggesting the pediment but not fully articulating it.  These features 
are usually present for door surrounds as well.  Doors frequently had side lites and/or transom 
windows and were typically centered on the front façade.  Door and window openings were also 
typically symmetrically arranged.  Windows were commonly some configuration of double-hung 
windows with multiple panes in their sashes. The most common window detail in Greek Revival 
is a simple flat hood with a piece of trim at its top implying a narrow cornice.  Small pediments 
and hoods with “ears” are also common. 
 
The Wolcott House possesses many of the key elements of the style.  The appearance of the 
house is heightened by the overall symmetry of its temple-like front façade (photo 0001).  The 
central, two-story gable-front portion has two bays of windows, corner pilasters, and a massive 
entablature that follows the rake of the gable.  The entablature features an architrave and cornice 
board which continues on the face of its gables with cornice returns.  This is visually supported 
by stylized corner pilasters.  Flanking the gable-front portion are one-story wings featuring a row 
of three hefty Doric columns supporting the roof of an incised porch.  The house has several 
12/12 and 12/8 wood windows and three frieze band windows in the second story. 
 
The tripartite design as seen in the Wolcott House was a distinctive house type that was well-
known during the Greek Revival period, and is a significant aspect of the architectural 
significance of the house. Talbot Hamlin, in his important work, Greek Revival Architecture in 
America, called it the “temple type with wings,” and he noted a more compact variant popular in 
Michigan which he dubbed “basilica type” since it reminded him of Ancient Roman, Early 
Christian, and Renaissance administrative and religious buildings that had a tall core with lower 
wings. Historians and cultural geographers have used a variety of terms to describe the temple 
with wings house, however, Hamlin’s name seems to capture its classical origins. Temple with 
wings houses were featured in several pattern books of the era, including Minard Lafever’s 
Modern Builder’s Guide of 1841 (frontispiece and plates 72-79). Jacob Landy believed that 
Lafever’s tripartite houses were influenced by contemporary examples built in London during 
the Regency period (c.1811-c.1837; Landy, The Architecture of Minard Lafever, Chapter 3). The 
Regency era tripartite houses, in turn, undoubtedly derived from Palladian concepts that had 
remained widely popular in British architecture. Whatever source local American builders drew 
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inspiration from, the type was once common across a wide swath of the nation. Hamlin discusses 
the temple with wings house, and notes its distribution in Western New York, Ohio, and 
Michigan. (Hamlin, pp. 293-296). However, builders disseminated the type more broadly than 
these three states. An informal poll of State Historic Preservation Offices reveals that New York, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, Pennsylvania, Virginia, South Carolina, Mississippi, 
Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Indiana have or had a number of examples. Even as far west as 
Utah, a few examples of the type exist - a testament to the complexity of the spread and 
confluence of cultural ideas, especially since the some of the Utah examples were executed in 
adobe. In Indiana, Wilbur Peat described, photographed, and included a sketch of the typical 
temple with wings house front elevation in his seminal 1962 book, Indiana Houses of the 
Nineteenth Century (p. 41 and plates 45 – 48). While Peat never used the term “temple with 
wings” or “basilica,” one can assume he had read Hamlin’s work, since it was one of the few 
resources available at that time. While known in northern counties in Indiana, the Blair-Dunning 
House (c.1830, NR, 1983) is a prime example built of brick, located in Bloomington in Southern 
Indiana. The sawn-lumber heavy timber frame construction of the Wolcott House is more typical 
of the period. Together with its relatively refined moldings, the Wolcott House is one of the best 
“temple with wings” houses in Northern Indiana. 
 
The Wolcott House is also significant for its Greek Revival interior.  The interior’s most 
impressive features are the back-to-back fireplaces in the front and back rooms of the middle 
portion’s first floor.  The front room’s fireplace has a refined, classically-inspired surround with 
pilasters and entablature (photo 0006).  Built-in wall cabinets are above the mantel.  The back 
room (kitchen) fireplace features simpler details, but also includes several bays of built-in 
cabinetry to each side (photo 0012).  Other important features are the pilaster-like casing details 
of the front room and wings with raised panels below the windows (photo 0007).  The house 
retains its historic two-panel wood doors and many of its original windows. 
 
As stated previously, this is not only one of the oldest residences in LaGrange County, it is also 
without little doubt, one of the finest examples of Greek Revival architecture in the county.  
LaGrange County was divided from Elkhart County in 1832, though the first settlements 
occurred by about 1828 in the north central part of the county in Howe.  Wolcottville was 
established by George Wolcott in 1837; the following year he constructed his home.  Wolcott’s 
choice of high style and house type (upright with wings) may have been influenced by his New 
England roots.  There are a substantial number of standard upright-and-wing houses in 
Wolcottville, though none as elaborate or formal as George Wolcott’s symmetrical assemblage 
with two wings. 
 
It should be noted that there are four other Greek Revival residences in Wolcottville that may be 
from the early period during which George Wolcott was building homes (1838 until his death in 
1857).  One of these homes is located at 105 South Main Street and another is located at 204 
South Main Street.  Because Wolcottville is partially in Noble County and LaGrange County, 
with the county line forming the division between North and South Main Street, these properties 
are located in Noble County, several blocks south of the Wolcott House.  The house at 105 South 
Main is a one-and-a-half story upright-and-wing with later additions.  While the house has been 
covered in wood shakes and features a wrap-around porch (c. 1910), the details of its massive 
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entablature with cornice returns supported by pilasters (only the capitals are visible), is similar to 
the Wolcott House.  The example at 204 South Main Street is a considerably larger example of 
an upright-and-wing, both sections being a full two stories.  The house has been covered with 
vinyl siding and features new windows, however, it also has a heavy entablature with cornice 
returns in similar proportions to the Wolcott House.  The other two examples are located side-by-
side at 100 and 102 Cemetery Street, just west of the Wolcott House on the west side of Main 
Street.  Little is recognizable of their Greek Revival origins.  The one at 102 Cemetery Street is a 
one-and-a-half story upright-and-wing house with two bays of windows on its front façade.  The 
house has wide cornice returns on its front gable.  Additions (c. 1980) and new siding and 
windows have been added to the home.  The house next door at 100 Cemetery Street may have 
also been constructed as a two-story, gable-front Greek Revival style house.  It has gone through 
several renovation campaigns but an entablature and cornice returns are located at the top of its 
walls.  Because these are in proximity to the Wolcott House, they warrant mention.  All four of 
the examples appear to date to c. 1845-c. 1860. 
 
Comparable Greek Revival houses in LaGrange County are few, at least in terms of scale and 
execution of the style to the Wolcott House.  There are two examples in the Town of Howe in 
north central LaGrange County.  This community was settled as early as 1828, earlier than other 
settlements in the county.  The community was platted as Mongoquinong in 1834, then the name 
was changed to Lima shortly after.  Because of the early date of its settlement, the town was also 
established as the county seat for LaGrange County; it retained that title until 1844, when it was 
moved to the Town of LaGrange.  This is important because the two examples in the community 
(which was renamed Howe in 1909) were likely constructed during the period the town was the 
county seat.  One example (c. 1840) is a simple gable-front one-and-a-half story house with a 
heavy entablature, cornice returns, and frieze-band windows.  It is located at the corner of Third 
and Market Streets.  The second example is the Jesse Williams House (c. 1843) which is a large 
two-story house with ells off a central, gable-front section.  It is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
 
A few other notable examples of Greek Revival architecture in LaGrange County include two 
one-and-a-half story upright-and-wing houses in Lima Township constructed between about 
1840-1845.  The example at 30 North CR 250 West is a part of a farm and includes a wing of 
equal stories to its upright portion, while the second example, located at 4335 North CR 225 
East, is located in the unincorporated village of Ontario and has a one-story wing.  Other rural 
examples of upright-and-wing houses in the Greek Revival style include one on a farm on CR 
200 East near CR 450 South in Johnson Township, where the Wolcott House is located.  The 
house (c. 1845) has a full two-story upright portion and one-story wing with shed roof extensions 
to each side giving it a monitor roof-like appearance from its side elevation, similar to the 
Wolcott House.  Another upright-and-wing example is located on a farm in Bloomfield 
Township at 0515 South CR 100 East.  The house, built c. 1845, features nicely-articulated 
corner pilasters that support the entablature and cornice returns at the top of the second story 
walls.  The front façade of the upright portion has a central entry with flanking bays of windows.  
A large, gable-front example is also located in the township, in the City of LaGrange.  It was 
built c. 1845 at 309 North Detroit Street and features a wide gable-front with a tall gable 
accentuated by its cornice returns. 
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An unusual and early example of a large, gable-front Greek Revival house/store is located in the 
Town of Mongo where an early settler named John O’Ferrell established a store and residence at 
3005 North SR 3 in about 1832.  The building’s cornice returns across the full width of the gable 
wall, which features a broad half-round attic window.  An example of the Greek Revival style 
applied to an I-House is located in Newbury Township at 11610 West CR 050 North.  The 
Davis-Eash-Prescott House was built about 1845 with a symmetrical arrangement of five bays on 
its front façade and cornice returns on its side gables. 
 
 
Exploration/Settlement:  George Wolcott 
 
George Wolcott was born in Torrington, Connecticut, July 26, 1806, one of eleven children of 
Guy and Abigail Wolcott. He came with his family at the age of 16 to Tallmadge, Ohio, and in 
1828, he moved to nearby Wadsworth, Ohio, with his new wife.  He first constructed a log cabin 
and later a framed residence near the present town center.  The same year he was contracted to 
furnish planks for a bridge, sawing the lumber at night as the saw mill was used by other during 
the day.  By 1832, he had purchased half interest in a saw mill at Wadsworth, manufacturing 
fanning mill blades.  This venture being very successful, he desired to be in business for 
himself.1 
 
In March of 1837, he traveled west to find suitable property to relocate his family and land that 
could also provide the necessary water flow to power a saw mill.  Mr. Wolcott found that land 
near the southern line of LaGrange County, Indiana in the newly formed Johnson Township.  
The property was along the middle branch of the Elkhart River.  With suitable flow to power a 
mill, the property also contained high ground on the northern bank which was ideal for the 
construction of a home for his family.  He purchased the property, with water rights, and cleared 
an area on the north bank where constructed a temporary log cabin.  Late that summer, he 
returned to Ohio for his family.  He arrived back to his yet unfinished cabin on September 28, 
with his wife and five young children after traveling a distance of more than two hundred miles, 
negotiating through the great black swamp of northwestern Ohio.  He cleared land for a mill dam 
and pond and dug, by hand, a half mile long mill race.  The following year, he built and put into 
operation a saw mill, providing the necessary lumber for the construction of houses, including 
his own, and other structures that soon developed into a small town known originally as Wolcott 
Mills, and later became more formally called Wolcottville in his honor.  Mr. Wolcott also 
appropriated a portion of the mill with one run of stone for grist milling.  In addition to his home 
he constructed a large barn in 1839, and also a store, which he stocked with supplies much 
needed for the early settlers.  In 1845, he constructed a larger grist mill with three run of stone, 
and later that year he built a new and larger saw mill.  By 1847, he was engaged in seven 
different businesses and had constructed some fifteen structures within the new settlement.  On 
January 12, 1855, he was appointed postmaster at “Wolcott Mills”, his house serving as the post 
office.2 

                         
1 Hudson, Tim 
2 Hudson, Tim 
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One of the earliest and most accomplished schools of Lagrange County was the Wolcottville 
Seminary.  Organized by George Wolcott and originally conducted in his house, he registered the 
school with the State in 1843.  Mr. Wolcott, as early as 1843, started a school in his home and 
certified it with the State by the name of the “Wolcottville Seminary”.  It is unknown is 
Wolcott’s school operated within the county seminary system as outlined in the state 
constitution, or simply used the name “seminary.”  He hired Miss Cloe Volucia Brown, the 
daughter of a former neighbor an intimate family friend from back in Wadsworth, Judge 
Frederick Brown.  Volucia, as she was referred to, was a cousin of John Brown, who had also 
came from Torrington, Connecticut, to the Western Reserve area of Ohio, settling at Hudson 
with his family at age five.  He would become infamous with the raid at Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia in 1859.  George hired Volucia primarily for the education of his own children. Volucia, 
being well trained, had taught at the Kinsman Academy in Kinsman, Ohio, and at the Lagrange 
Collegiate Institute in nearby Ontario, Indiana.  She soon was asked to teach other children in the 
fledgling village.  Cloe Volucia Brown died at Mr. Wolcott’s home on September 14, 1850.  
Dissatisfied with other local schools in the area, and now with no one to teach his own children, 
Mr. Wolcott wrote to the former Governor of Vermont, William Slade, who was in charge of the 
National Board of Popular Education an asked that he might send a qualified teacher to his home 
to teach his children and others in the village.  Gov. Slade honored his request and sent a very 
well qualified teacher, Miss Susan Griggs, who arrived at Wolcottville and began her labors in 
his home in October of 1851.  Soon Miss Griggs’ abilities became well known and parents from 
not only the Wolcottville, but Lagrange and surrounding counties asked that their children might 
also receive the educational benefits that Miss Griggs could offer.  Not only did Mr. Wolcott 
accommodate their requests, he would often allow boarding for the children within his own 
home.  With so much interest shown in his school, Mr. Wolcott, at that time began to sell off 
many of his business endeavors and began to focus his attention, and his resources, toward the 
educational concerns of the pioneer community.3 
 
In 1852, he erected and equipped, at his own expense, and on his property, a large school 
building, capable of accommodating 100 students.  He also erected a large frame structure for the 
boarding of students while attending the school.  He published an annual school catalog that 
citied a tuition of $3.50, extra for advanced languages, art and music, per eleven week term.  The 
school had about fifty students that first year.  Formally known as The Wolcottville Young 
Ladies Seminary, the doors were soon open to young men as well.  Miss Griggs, in full charge of 
the school for the next seventeen years, had as many as 115 students in a term, with as many as 
two thirds from abroad.  The positive effects of the school on the community became well 
established.  With education and intelligence at a premium, Wolcottville acquired fame over a 
large section of the “West” for its excellence in education.  The Seminary was non-
denominational, though Christian exercises were regularly held, and the building often was used 
for Sunday School taught by Miss Griggs.  Mr. Wolcott passed in 1857, however the Seminary 
under the ability of Miss Griggs flourished for seventeen years until her retirement in 1869 and 

                         
3 Hudson, Tim 
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the advancement of Public Schools.  The seminary building was then used for various activities 
until it was razed near the turn of the 20th century.4 
 
 
Developmental History/Additional historic context information 
 
George Wolcott descends from one of the most recognizable names in early American politics 
and colonialization.  The Wolcott family tree is impressive and well documented, both in the Old 
World as well as the new.  The family was prominent in America’s colonial development with 
family members holding many positions of influence.  George’s great-grandfather, Roger 
Wolcott (1679-1767), after serving as Deputy Governor and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 
was elected the Colonial Governor of Connecticut.  He was the father of Oliver Wolcott 
(George’s Great Uncle), a signer of the Declaration of Independence as well as Governor of 
Connecticut from 1796-1797.  He was also the grandfather of Oliver Wolcott Jr. (George’s 
Cousin), who was also a Governor of Connecticut from 1817-1827.  George’s grandfather, Dr. 
Alexander Wolcott (1712-1795), after graduating from Yale College in 1731 was head of a 
commission to examine applicants for surgeons in the Continental Army.  
 
 
 
 

                         
4 Hudson, Tim 
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         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 087-690-42002 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property Less than one acre 
 

 
Use the UTM system 
 
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone: 16 Easting: 636359  Northing: 4598854  
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  
 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 x 
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Beginning at a point approximately 230’ southeast of the northeast corner of the intersection 
of Wolcott Street with Woodruff Road, on the north side of Wolcott Street, face slightly 
northeast and follow a line approximately 160’, then turn slightly southeast and follow a line 
28’.  Turn northeast and follow a line 62’ then turn southeast and continue in a line 25’.  Turn 
northeast and follow a line 85’ then turn sharply southeast and follow a line 152’.  Turn 
slightly southwest and follow a line 22’ then turn slightly southeast and follow a line 22’.  
Turn slightly southwest and follow a line 123’ to the north side of Wolcott Street, then turn 
slightly northwest and follow a line 200’ with the north side of Wolcott Street to the place of 
beginning.  Also refer to scale map. 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

 The parcel whose boundaries are described above was reduced in size over the years to its 
 current configuration and boundaries.  Generally, it is squared to Wolcott Street, but due to 
 parcel splits, it has a jagged north boundary.  The boundaries include, however, the only 
 extant resource associated with George Wolcott in the vicinity of his development.  It also 
 includes the Native American mound in the front lawn of the house. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 
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• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must 
be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the 
photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Front façade and south wing, looking northeast 
 
1 of 18. 
 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
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Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera:  North façade of north wing, looking southeast 
 
2 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Back (east) and north façade, looking southwest 
 
3 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: South façade and south wing, looking northwest 
 
4 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
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Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Front room of first floor, looking west 
 
5 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Front room of first floor, looking northeast at fireplace 
 
6 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: South wing, looking northwest 
 
7 of 18. 
 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
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Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: South wing, looking south 
 
8 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Entry door of north wing, looking west in corridor 
 
9 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: North wing, looking west 
 
10 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
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Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Former staircase off south wall of corridor, looking south 
 
11 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Cabinetry in back room/kitchen of first floor, looking west 
 
12 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking east in back room of first floor 
 
13 of 18. 
 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
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County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at staircase in kitchen/back room of first floor 
 
14 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Front bedroom of second floor, looking southeast 
 
15 of 18. 
 
Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Front bedroom of second floor, looking northwest 
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Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
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County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Staircase in northeast corner of second floor, looking east 
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Name of Property:   George and Margaret Wolcott House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Wolcottville 
 
County: Lagrange    State:  IN 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2017 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest in back bedroom of second floor 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 





 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0001 

 

 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0002 

 



 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0003 

 

 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0005 

 



 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0006 

 

 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0008 

 



 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0011 

 



 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0012 

 

 
George and Margaret Wolcott House, LaGrange County, IN photo 0015 
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