
    
NPS Form 10-900          OMB No. 1024-0018     

1 
 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  North Gleason Park Community Building 
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      N/A 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: 301 W. 30th Avenue 
City or town: Gary State: IN  County: Lake 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this  x nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  x  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           x local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
X A             ___B           x C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
Indiana DNR-Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

x
 
  

 
  

 
  

x
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
2   0  buildings 

 
0   0  sites 
 
0   0  structures  
 
0   0  objects 
 
2   0  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 RECREATION AND CULTURE:  sports facility 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 VACANT 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
  
 MODERN MOVEMENT:  International Style 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
foundation:  CONCRETE 
walls:   CONCRETE 
   GLASS 
roof:   ASPHALT 
other:   CERAMIC TILE 
   WOOD:  Weatherboard 
 

 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The North Gleason Park Community Building is the most substantial remaining resource of what 
was a public park and golf course dedicated for the use of Gary’s African-American population 
during the mid-20th century.  The building was designed by the locally noteworthy architectural 
firm of Beine, Hall and Curran, and constructed in 1941 with a simple nod to the International 
Style.  Little else remains of the public park and golf course, now overtaken by wetlands and 
forests, except for a small pavilion that had previously been used for tee scheduling and fee 
payments (c. 19320). 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
North Gleason Park Community Building  Lake County, IN 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 5 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
The North Gleason Park Community Building was the focal point of the North Gleason Park 
Golf Course on Gary’s southwest side.  The nine-hole course occupied a lowland marsh that was 
carved into fairways with sand traps and ridges, and water hazards.  The course has all but been 
absorbed into reclaimed wetlands and forests through which the Calumet Trail now passes.  The 
larger course is not part of this nomination, though it is likely some topographical survey would 
demonstrate raised fairway beds and water hazards.  A large, old, oak tree west of the 
community building was no doubt a prominent landscape feature of the course and a small wood 
pavilion (photo 0008) immediately west of the community building was also integral to the 
course as a place to pay tee fees and schedule outings when the course opened in 1932.  The 
building is located at the southeast corner of what was a parking area off 30th Avenue.  The small 
building, in deteriorating condition, is set on a concrete pad and features rows of three 6/1 and 
6/6 wood windows in its north, east, and south walls.  Below the windows are recessed wood 
panels.  The west wall features 6/6 wood windows that flank a wood door that features a full 
window divided into multiple panes.  The building has wide-overhanging, flared eaves with 
carved rafter tails.  The roof is covered with asphalt shingles.  A wood work counter is located 
just below the window sills around the inside north, south, and east walls.  Because of the 
relationship of the use of this building to the use of the community building when it served the 
golf course, the pavilion is considered contributing. 
 
The community building faces north to 30th Avenue.  A concrete sidewalk once edged the south 
side of a parking area between the building and road.  An asphalt drive extends from the avenue 
along the east and west sides of the building.  The building is almost entirely constructed out of 
painted concrete block with minor limestone and brick details.  The one-story building has a 
slightly taller community room section which provides some overall variation in the height of the 
exterior walls, particularly on the front façade.  The building’s use of daylight is almost 
exclusively drawn from a use of glass block over standard windows.  Likely, some of these 
openings contained traditional windows when first designed, but glass block has been used for 
infill.  Other former window openings have been filled in with concrete block (particularly on the 
back of the building).  The composition of windows, often in rows or bays, are frequently 
trimmed with brick and limestone (sometimes painted).  A simple wood trim board with narrow 
cove molding at the top trims the top of the exterior walls.  The building’s flat roof features wide, 
overhanging eaves with flat, plywood soffits.  The fascia is covered with metal and the roof is 
covered with asphalt.  Most of the building’s exterior doors, mostly covered with plywood, have 
concrete landings and tiered concrete steps. 
 
The north (front) façade features a terrace with a low concrete block wall on its northeast corner 
(photo 0002).  The terrace wraps around the east side of the building and is accessed by concrete 
steps in its southeast corner.  The main entry is near the center of the façade and is flanked by 
raised concrete block planters (photo 0003).  The east planter’s front wall is connected to the 
terrace wall, which features a solid concrete cap.  A wide concrete landing is in front of the entry 
which is composed of a pair of steel doors recessed into the façade.  The entry features side-lites 
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and transoms composed of large glass block enframed with steel.  A window of glass block, 
trimmed with limestone, is in the wall east of the entry.  A smaller window composed of multiple 
small glass panes in a concrete grid is in the wall west of the entry.  This entry area projects 
forward on the façade.  The façade steps back considerably on the east side and features a two-
sided corner bay with a window of glass block trimmed with limestone in its north wall and a 
door (covered with plywood) trimmed with brick and limestone, and a glass block side-lite in its 
east wall.  A square column of brick frames the outside edge of the glass block windows in the 
bay.  The façade east of the corner bay features three small square glass block windows.  Painted 
brick forms a column between the center and east windows.  A wide spandrel of painted brick is 
between the center and west window.  The brick column and spandrel feature a thin sill of 
rusticated limestone. 
 
The façade west of the entry steps back and up in height to form the space over the community 
room (photo 0001).  The façade has a wide opening trimmed with limestone and divided into 
five bays by wide pilasters of brick.  The middle three bays are divided into six bands of 
windows, each composed of two courses of glass block, enframed by steel.  The outside bays 
feature two bands of windows in their top, matching those of the center bays.  Five courses of 
glass block compose a large window in the center of the outside bays, and a large spandrel of 
brick is in the bottom of the bays.  The original composition of the windows in these bays is not 
known. 
 
The west façade features a taller section in its north half (the community room, photo 0007), 
which features a similar bay and window design as the front façade.  Its opening is divided into 
three bays.  The middle bay’s window configuration matches the middle bays of the front façade.  
The flanking bays match the outside bays of the front façade, but have larger glass block 
windows rather than brick spandrels.  The south half of the west façade steps back slightly and 
features a metal door in its north end and two small square windows of glass block.  A pilaster of 
brick that rests on a thin rusticated sill is between the windows.  The east façade (photo 0004) 
features a steel door, with a small square window, near the center of the façade.  Two small 
square glass block windows are in the north end of the wall north of the door.  Four small square 
glass block windows are in the wall south of the entry.  Narrow pilasters of brick on rusticated 
stone sills are between the windows. 
 
The south (back) façade features a large middle section that projects forward that contains the 
locker rooms and showers (photo 0005).  The south wall of this section features four door 
openings.  The outside two are covered with plywood.  The middle-west opening has been filled 
in with concrete block.  The middle-east opening has a steel door with a small square window in 
the top.  There is a band of brick with window openings set into the band that wraps this 
projecting section.  There are four openings on the south wall of this section, two wider ones 
nearer the corners, and two nearer the center.  Only the middle-east one is not filled in with 
concrete block.  Its glass block window is covered with plywood.  Concrete landings and a metal 
pipe handrail is off the two outer doors.  The west wall of the projecting section features six 
window openings; only the two southernmost openings have glass block and are not filled with 
concrete block.  Pilasters of brick with rusticated stone sills are between the openings and 
continue the band of brick from the south wall.  The east wall of the projecting section features 
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three windows composed of glass block.  A fourth opening, in the north end of the wall, has been 
filled in with an air conditioning unit.  Pilasters of brick with rusticated stone sills are between 
the openings and continue the band of brick from the south wall.  The south façade west of the 
projecting section features five window openings (photo 0006).  The westernmost two have been 
filled in with concrete block.  The remaining three, in the east end of the wall, are composed of 
glass block.  Brick pilasters with rusticated stone sills flank the middle window.  The south 
façade east of the projecting section features a door (covered with plywood) in the east end and 
two former window opening with a pilaster of brick between.  The west opening has been filled 
in with concrete block.  The east opening has been partially filled in with block and a metal vent. 
 
A short outside storage area composed of eight courses of concrete block is in the southeast 
corner of the south façade, tucked into the corner formed by the projecting locker room section 
(right side of photo 0005).  It features a door opening in the south end of its east wall and a small 
square opening north of the door (covered with plywood).  The storage area has a simple wood 
trim board at the top of the east wall (it is missing on the south wall) and features a flat roof.  A 
tall chimney composed of concrete block rises over the southeast corner of the building. 
 
The building’s floor plan is arranged with a few primary spaces off a central lobby accessed 
through a vestibule on the front of the building.  The vestibule features a small office on its east 
side and small janitor’s closet on its west side (photo 0009).  A large community room is off the 
west side of the lobby (photo 0013).  A café and kitchen is off the east side of the lobby (photo 
0011).  The café is separated from the lobby by a low wall of block and a door leads to the 
terrace off its northeast corner.  A vending area is directly south of the vestibule, off the lobby 
photo 0010).  It has a wide opening composed of three wood drop-down doors in the wall to 
service customers.  Hallways extend off the southeast and southwest corners of the lobby in front 
of the vending area.  The hallways access men’s and women’s toilet rooms, locker rooms, and 
showers to the east and west, respectively.  The locker rooms (photos 0017-0018) are connected 
to the shower rooms which are in the south end of the building (photo 0019).  The toilet rooms 
are not directly connected to the locker rooms.  A mechanical room is in the southeast corner of 
the building.  Its only access is from the outside.  A small vestibule is located off the southwest 
corner of the community room.  It leads to a large office in the southwest corner of the building 
and also features an exterior door (photo 0020). 
 
The building has concrete floors throughout.  The floor in the community room is covered with 
vinyl tiles.  Eight inch ceramic tile covers the floors in the bathrooms and smaller mosaic tile 
covers the shower room floors.  The walls throughout the building appear to be composed of 
glazed block, though much of it has been painted.  The community room, which has a two-color 
scheme of tan and orange-colored block, janitor’s closet, vending area, offices, and shower 
rooms have not been painted (photos 0013-0014).  The lobby, locker rooms, hallways, and toilet 
rooms have been painted (photos 0009-0012).  The glazed block extends to a height of 
approximately seven feet.  Four courses of concrete block are above the glazed block.  A simple 
wood cove molding is at the top of the walls and the ceilings are plaster.  Much of the building 
has a drop ceiling of metal grid and acoustic tiles below the plaster ceilings.  This is seen 
throughout the community room, lobby, and hallways.  Only a few of the interior doors are 
extant, some are steel and a few others are wood veneered. 
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Some interesting features of note are the bronze building dedication plaque on the west wall of 
the lobby with the building name, 1941, and names of the architects and contractors as well as 
the mayor and city council during its construction (photo 0009).  Original wood cabinetry is 
below the drop-down doors in the vending area (photo 0014).  Original wood-framed mirrors 
with shelves and steel toilet partitions are in the toilet rooms (photo 0016).  The community 
room is significant for its tall bays of glass block windows and banded glazed block walls (photo 
0013). 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

x
 
  

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE 
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION 
ETHNIC HERITAGE:  BLACK 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1932-1970 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1941  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person (last name, first name) 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder (last name, first name) 
  
 Beine, Hall, and Curran  
 Marcello Gerometta, Inc. 
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Period of Significance (justification) 
 
The period of significance begins in 1932, when the North Gleason Park Golf Course opened to 
the public and the small pavilion to make tee payments was constructed.  The North Gleason 
Park Community Building, the prominent resource of the property, was constructed and opened 
to the public in 1941.  The period of significance ends in 1970, the fifty-year cut-off for 
consideration.  The community building remained open to the public for recreational purposes 
until it was repurposed as by the Gary Police Athletic League as a boxing gym during the 1980s.  
The boxing gym closed about 2017.  Future consideration should be made to extend the period of 
significance due to the recreational role the building continued to play in the African American 
community. 
 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
 
N/A 
 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The North Gleason Park Community Building in Gary, Indiana, is eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places under criterion A as the last remaining building from North 
Gleason Park, which provided entertainment and recreation as a public park in Gary. The 
building had a multi-purpose room for events, concessions, restroom facilities, and locker rooms 
for those using the adjacent swimming pool, 9-hole golf course, and athletic fields. The 
Community Building also qualifies under Criterion A for its contribution as a place for recreation 
and leisure for the African American community of Gary during the era of forced segregation 
and Jim Crow laws that saw the prohibition of black residents at other public parks. As the first 
public park built for African American residents, North Gleason Park quickly became a hub for 
social gatherings and a point of pride for the black community. North Gleason Park Community 
Building is eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion C as a modest and early 
example of the International Style, as applied to a public building. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION & ETHNIC HERITAGE 
 
The North Gleason Park Community Building is significant in entertainment and recreation as 
the only intact vestige of North Gleason Park and significant in ethnic heritage as part of the first 
public park in Gary purpose-built for African American residents and a source of civic pride for 
the black community. The park provided black residents access to athletic and recreational 
facilities and a leisurely retreat from the bustling city. North Gleason Park was part of the larger 
effort by the Gary Park Board to increase public recreational amenities to accommodate a rapidly 
growing population and to showcase the prosperity of the booming industrial city. It also served 
as an example of the time’s social beliefs that permitted a mirrored South Gleason Park for white 
residents that had superior facilities and funding, leading to a wholly different recreational 
experience.  
 
In 1906, United States Steel incorporated the town, and quickly thereafter the City of Gary, 
transforming the dunes and marshes along Lake Michigan to build a city around its new steel 
mill. The promise of jobs attracted thousands, including immigrants from abroad and African 
Americans from the southern United States. By 1920, African American residents made up 18 
percent of the city’s population.1 African Americans fled Jim Crow for better opportunities as 
part of The Great Migration, only to be met with continued efforts of discrimination. 
 
The creation of a separate North Gleason Park occurred in the context of an ever-increasing 
social divide among Gary residents that resulted in African Americans being denied access to 
tax-funded amenities and instead gaining substandard alternatives to call their own. In an 
editorial entitled, “We Speak of Parks,” a resident reflected on this disparity in the public park 
system:   
 

…if you are an Aframerican…you pay taxes in proportion, you were born on these shores 
and your ancestors fought in every war engaged in by this nation, you may as well forget 
about enjoying the city and state’s parks and beaches. If you are black, you go only to a few 
sun-swept acres called Riverside park and thank God and Mr. Gleason for even that 
privilege, or else you stay at home.2  

 
The matter of access was realized through an unwritten policy of segregation strictly enforced 
and promulgated by those in power. This included leadership from U.S. Steel Superintendent and 
Gary Park Board President, William. P. Gleason, who oversaw the parks for nearly 35 years and 
was often referred to as the “Father of Gary Parks.”3 The unwritten policy took many forms, 
where black residents were denied access to public parks through outright prohibition, 

 
1 Tolbert, “The Unwritten Rule,” 32.  
2 Gary American, June 14, 1935. 
3 Tiffany Tolbert, “The Unwritten Rule: The Segregation of Gary’s Parks,” Traces of Indiana and Midwestern 
History (Fall 2012): 31-32; Post-Tribune, October 12, 1927. 
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restrictions on usage to one day a week, or closing sections of parks to prevent close contact with 
white residents.  
 
The enforcement of limited or no access to public parks was first challenged in the 1930s when 
Joseph A. Pitts, President of Gary’s NAACP chapter protested the closure of a wading pool at 
15th Avenue and Connecticut Street.4 Pitts’ direct action was successful in gaining access to what 
is now known as Washington Park, but it would remain the only place for African Americans to 
recreate until the opening of North Gleason Park.  
 
North Gleason Park originates from the larger 1920 creation of Riverside Park, named for its 
location along the Little Calumet River and later renamed in 1933 for its founder. W. P. Gleason 
purchased 315 acres from the Tolleston Gun Club and the estate of John Gunzenhauser, which he 
then donated to the city for the purposes of a public park.5 Gleason oversaw development of the 
park, which required dredging of nearby waterways and straightening of approximately one mile 
of the Little Calumet River to improve flood control, and infill of the predominating marshland. 
The Park Board later regarded the project as a “masterpiece of reclamation,” having turned a 
“desolate expanse of swamp” into one of the “favorite playgrounds of Gary folk.”6 The altered 
Little Calumet River persisted as a racial boundary, separating the predominantly African 
American Central District (also known as Midtown) to the north and all-white Glen Park 
neighborhood to the south.7  
 
The first phase of Riverside Park for white residents concentrated development on the land south 
of the river, which by 1927 included the George Maher-designed Tudor Revival clubhouse, the 
first nine holes of what would become the 18-hole South Riverside Park golf course, baseball 
diamonds, tennis courts, and a playground.8 It was not until 1932 that efforts to develop North 
Riverside Park began. Intended for African American residents, the north section included a 9-
hole golf course that was prone to flooding, clay tennis courts, a playground, swimming pool, 
parking lot for 100 cars, and a simple wood-frame clubhouse.9 The park also included a mile-
long “strollway, beautifully landscaped with shade trees, shrubbery, and flowers running 
parallel” that presumably skirted the Little Calumet River.10  
 
The new park offered a respite from urban life, especially given the squalid conditions many 
immigrants and African Americans found themselves upon their arrival to Gary. The Gary Land 
Company, a subsidiary of U.S. Steel, planned and developed an orderly city for middle and 
upper class residents north of the Wabash Railroad tracks, but south of the tracks in an area then 

 
4 Tolbert, “The Unwritten Rule,” 32.  
5 Kendall F. Svengalis, Gary, Indiana: A Centennial Celebration (n.p.: Duneland Press, 2006), 215. 
6 Post Tribune, November 23, 1923. 
7 James B. Lane, City of the Century: A History of Gary, Indiana (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1978), 
143.  
8 The South Gleason clubhouse was constructed at a cost of $75,000 and provided an elaborately furnished 
clubhouse, cafeteria and dining facility for 55 people, locker rooms, an equipment repair shop, and a groundskeeper 
office. Svengalis, Gary, Indiana, 215; Post Tribune, October 12, 1927. 
9 Construction of the golf course is credited to the Works Progress Administration. Lane, City of the Century, 133; 
Svengalis, Gary, Indiana, 215. 
10 Gary American, September 27, 1935. 
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known as the “Patch,” African Americans and working class immigrants created small enclaves 
made up of tarpaper shacks and tents with no formal order. As historian Dr. James Lane 
explains, this marshy region attracted “mosquitos, and the pestilential outhouses, unpaved alleys, 
damp cellars, and overcrowded dwellings were breeding grounds for typhoid, malaria, and 
tuberculosis.”11 A 1935 editorial in the Gary American serves as a perfect juxtaposition of this 
chaos with the importance of North Gleason: “the parks, with their green verdure, their shady 
nooks, their recreation grounds will be the only places where tired and perspiring Garyites of 
average means can go to find relief.”12  
 
Most of what is known about recreation at North Gleason Park in its earliest years involves its 
role as a hub of activities and employment for members of the African American community 
through the Great Depression. The Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the National 
Youth Administration (NYA) both managed programs in the park. The WPA recreation bureau 
offered croquet, horseshoes, softball, baseball, and checkers for adults, and offered activities for 
children including games, relays, and story hour.13 The youth programs in effect provided free 
childcare from 10am to 8pm daily, to allow for parents to work or seek work. African American 
youth also participated in the NYA, which contributed to overall improvements to North Gleason 
Park.14  
 
The successful programming at North Gleason Park proved its need in the community, and by 
the end of the decade, leaders were calling for a more permanent structure. Efforts to replace the 
existing wood frame clubhouse and construct a new building took shape when W.J. Hardaway, 
an original supporter of North Gleason Park and the only African American city alderman, 
presided over the alderman board as president in September 1940.15 In July 1941, Gary Mayor 
Ernst L. Schaible and City Council approved pursuit of the project and in October of that same 
year, they awarded local builder Marcello Gerometta the contract at a cost of $38,780.16 The 
building was meant to include locker rooms and services for swimmers, golfers, tennis players, 
while introducing a lunch counter and an assembly hall with the capacity to accommodate up to 
250 people.17 Alderman Hardaway applauded the progress, stating that the new building would 
“suit our needs nicely,” and that members of the African American community would, “fully 
appreciate having this building.”18 Dr. Hedrick, a prominent member of the African American 
community, emphasized the permanence of the new structure at a spring social event among 
golfers and stated its timeliness given that the “Park Board has the money and the WPA the 
time.”19 
 

 
11 Lane, City of the Century, 35.   
12 Gary American, June 14, 1935. 
13 Indianapolis Recorder, July 25, 1936. 
14 Indianapolis Recorder, January 16, 1937. 
15 Indianapolis Recorder, September 21, 1940. 
16 Gary American, October 10, 1941. 
17 The original estimated cost of the Community Building was $35,000 and an additional $1,500 for an optional 
heating plant. Post Tribune, July 17, 1941. 
18 Post Tribune, July 17, 1941. 
19 Gary American, October 10, 1941. 
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The Community Building increased access to the recreational opportunities of North Gleason 
Park for all ages, especially youth. In 1944, the Urban League connected the “denial of 
recreation facilities on the beach” and the “inadequacy of general recreational opportunities for 
Negro youth and adults” to the disproportionate crime rates the community faced. Chief among 
the recreational resources available to African American residents at the time were settlement 
houses, like the Stewart Settlement House (NR-0182). The local YMCA prohibited access to 
African Americans and the YWCA only opened their doors to everyone in 1944.20 Even with 
access to these more traditional facilities, they often prioritized children over teenagers and did 
not remain open into the evening hours.21  
 
The Community Building helped fill the void for older youth as a space for entertainment and 
larger gatherings such as dances and fundraising events. Seniors at nearby Roosevelt High 
School chose Gleason for their class dances, while the Midtown Youth Group, a youth-led 
community improvement group hosted organizing meetings at the park.22 The local chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha, continues to celebrate the Community Building as the site of their Greek 
organization’s incorporation in 1947.23 
 
North Gleason Park was a hub of the African American civic and social experience in Gary, 
serving as the setting for celebrations and outings associated with many city-wide and statewide 
gatherings. Several groups picnicked in the park, including the Indiana Negro Democratic 
Association in 1936, Kappa Alpha Psi’s 1949 Midwest Meet, and the Indiana Federation of 
Colored Women’s Club in 1953.24 In 1949, the Gary Elks found the Community Building an 
appropriate setting to hold their annual interracial dinner.25 
 
The Community Building was also the center of the annual Emancipation Day celebrations that 
officially started in Gary in 1926 to honor the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation. The 
celebrations were marked by a parade from Midtown to North Gleason Park, led by Theodore 
Roosevelt High School’s marching band. Amid World War II, African American troops from the 
732nd Military Police Battalion stationed at Camp Des Plains, Illinois, joined the 1943 
celebration.26 Emancipation Day at North Gleason Park included keynote addresses by Indiana 

 
20 The Urban League study juxtaposed the lack of access to more traditional places of recreation and forms of leisure 
like parks and theaters with the negative impact of easy access to taverns, pool halls, and explicit movies. Among 
adult African Americans, church was designated as the “principal place” for leisure activities, which included 
musicals, church suppers, clubs, and occasional lectures. J. Harvey Kerns, “A Study of the Social and Economic 
Conditions of the Negro Population of Gary, Indiana,” National Urban League, mimeo, in Gary Public Library, 
1944, 29-30. 
21 Most settlement houses planned programming for youth twelve-year-old and younger and often closed by 9pm. 
Indianapolis Recorder, March 7, 1945; Kerns, “A study of the Social and Economic Conditions of the Negro 
Population of Gary, Indiana,” 29.  
22 Indianapolis Recorder, August 20, 1949. 
23 “Chapter History,” Gamma Rho Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc., accessed April 1, 2020. 
https://garyalphas.org/chapter-history/.  
24 Indianapolis Recorder, September 25, 1936; Indianapolis Recorder, March 16, 1949; Indianapolis Recorder, July 
18, 1953.  
25 Indianapolis Recorder, April 2, 1949. 
26 Indianapolis Recorder, August 7, 1943. 
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politicians and prominent African Americans like Tuskegee Institute President Dr. F.D. Patterson 
and State Representative Philip Wilkie.27.  
 
The creation and uplifting of North Gleason Park filled a void when progress on access to public 
recreational space was limited and faint. Real movement on the integration of public spaces was 
not experienced until the 1950s when African Americans conducted wade-ins along the 
lakeshore at Marquette Park.28 The Gary City Council announced in 1954 that public parks and 
beaches would be open to all citizens, but still with the caveat that African Americans did so at 
their own risk.29 Social contestation of public space continued well into the 1960s as de facto 
segregation of public parks slowly diminished with progress in race relations and the 
demographic shift across the City.  
 
Use of the North Gleason Park Community Building continued into the 1970s as Gary faced 
economic downturn, white flight, and dramatic population loss. The Gary Police Athletic League 
took over the Community Building in the 1980s and opened a boxing gym. Legendary coach 
John Taylor managed the gym, mentoring countless youth and training championship boxers like 
Light Welterweight World Champion Mary McGee. 
 
 
Par-Makers 
 
The 9-hole golf course at North Gleason Park granted African Americans the opportunity to play 
golf, a sport that was widely inaccessible given the exclusionary policies of most municipal golf 
courses and private clubs. Early African American golfers across the country had to either found 
their own private golf courses or advocate for a separate public course.30 For example, the 
private clubs and municipal courses in Indianapolis did not permit African American golfers in 
the early twentieth century until the city created Douglass Park in 1926 for the stated purpose of 
serving black golfers.31 This “separate but equal” approach was echoed in Gary six years later. 
Increased access to golfing through military service in World War II and improving economic 
conditions saw an increase in popularity of the sport among African Americans – particularly 
those of the middle and upper classes.32  
 
In 1949, golfers at North Gleason formed the Par-Makers, a social organization that promoted 
golf by bolstering access, encouraging competition, and mutual enjoyment of the game. The Par-

 
27 At the 1951 celebration, Wilkie spoke passionately against racial discrimination as a “cancer eating at the vitals of 
our civilization and democratic structure.” Indianapolis Recorder, August 5, 1950; Indianapolis Recorder, August 
18, 1951. 
28 Tolbert, “The Unwritten Rule,” 32-35. 
29 Tolbert, “The Unwritten Rule,” 36.  
30 George B. Kirsch, “Municipal Golf and Civil Rights in the United States, 1910-1965,” The Journal of African 
American History, 92, no. 3 (Summer 2007): 375. 
31 Paul Mullins, “Segregating the Fairways: Golfing and Public Leisure in African America,” Archaeology and 
Material Culture: The Material World Broadly Defined (blog), October 3, 2015, accessed April 2, 2020, 
https://paulmullins.wordpress.com/2015/10/03/segregating-the-fairways-golfing-and-public-leisure-in-african-
america/.  
32 Kirsch, “Municipal Golf and Civil Rights,” 378.  
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Makers incorporated on Sunday, January 7, 1951, at North Gleason Park’s Community Building, 
establishing memberships fees - $2 to join and $1 per month.33 The group aimed “to bring 
together golf players into a group of mutual enjoyment and competition; to obtain rights for the 
group as a whole towards the participation and entrance to golf tournaments; to raise the 
standards of golfing by securing the best conditions; promote youth in golf; and to promote golf 
tournaments and golf play to the highest and most acceptable standards.”34  
 
The Par-Makers coalesced around access to the game of golf at North Gleason Park, while they 
made the impact of their actions felt beyond the course. The group hosted an inaugural 
tournament in 1949 before they had officially incorporated and by 1966 their tournaments were 
attracting over 270 golfers from across the Midwest. The Par-Makers hosted fundraising events 
like a dance to help fight Polio and supported youth in the community by creating a scholarship 
fund and hosting tournaments exclusively for youth.3536  
 
The Par-Makers chipped away at the exclusionary policies of the South Gleason golf course 
across the river and those that impacted African American golfers across the country. Challenges 
to discriminatory practices on golf courses stretch back to the 1910s, like in the case of four 
African American golfers who sued the nearby City of Chicago after being barred from a public 
golf tournament in Jackson Park. In Gary, the Par-Makers’ 1947 tournament crossed the racial 
boundaries by including a match between players from South and North Gleason courses. The 
group’s action certainly bolstered individual efforts by golfers like Nathaniel Sayles, a Gary 
public school teacher, who “broke through the lily-white line” and was allowed to qualify for a 
South Gleason tournament a year later.37 In 1951, the Par-Makers invited professional boxer Joe 
Louis to a tournament, leveraging his celebrity status to convince the Gary Park Board to allow 
play in South Gleason. Par-Maker, Ann Gregory, took a more direct approach and played all 18 
holes at South Gleason while the groundskeeper yelled in protest. Gregory would go on to 
become one of the best African American professional golfers in history.38  
 
The Par-Makers also contributed to the advancement of the game for African Americans across 
the country as an active member of the United Golfer’s Association. The UGA was the African 
American alternative to the Professional Golfers Association, which barred people of color, and 
sought to gain equal opportunity to enjoy and compete in golf.39 There is no knowing when 
South Gleason was fully integrated because exclusionary policies were merely unwritten rules, 
but one report claimed that by 1957 the course was open to all residents of Gary.40  
 
 

 
33 Minutes Book 1951-1958, Par Makers. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana University Northwest. Gary, Indiana. 
34 “Articles of Incorporation,” 1974, Par Makers. Calumet Regional Archives, Indiana University Northwest. Gary, 
Indiana. 
35 Minutes Book; Post Tribune, July 14, 1966. 
36 Post Tribune, July 14, 1966. 
37 Indianapolis Recorder, August 9, 1947; Indianapolis Recorder, June 26, 1948 Recorder, 6/26/48. 
38 Peter F. Stevens, “The Natural: Ann Gregory,” United States Golf Association, accessed April 1, 2020. 
https://www.usga.org/articles/2016/01/the-natural--ann-gregory.html.  
39 Minutes Book 1951-1958. 
40 The Hammond Times, October 30, 1957. 
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ARCHITECTURE 
 
Though modest in its architectural features, the North Gleason Park Community Building 
follows the general principles of the International Style.  The one-story rectangular boxes of 
concrete block are grouped together and punctuated by bands of glass block or brick (photos 
0001-0002).  The taller box, housing the community hall/gymnasium, has the most impressive 
articulation of fenestration with wide bays composed of glass block windows framed by pilasters 
of brick and stone (photo 0001).  The building’s flat roof extends well beyond the walls with its 
eaves to further accentuate the horizontal plane of the building.  Another impressive architectural 
feature of the building is the composition of its interior walls.  Most of the interior walls are 
composed of ceramic block in two colors, though some rooms have had their walls painted.  The 
dual color scheme allowed for banding around the perimeter of the rooms.  The community room 
walls are nicely articulated with this dual-color block. The walls work in combination with the 
glass block windows to create a visually superior space in the building (photo 0013). 
 
The International Style’s roots were distinctly European, being made popular by Europe’s 
leading architects of the early to mid-twentieth century.  Le Corbusier, Gropius, and Mies van 
der Rohe were all pioneers and well-known purveyors of the style.  The style came to the United 
States during the 1930’s with practitioners who emigrated to escape turmoil in Europe.  In 1932 
the Museum of Modern Art in New York City first exhibited the style to the American public.  
The companion book to the exhibit, The International Style: Architecture Since 1922, was likely 
the first to coin the style and its features for the U.S. public.  The return to construction after 
World War II and the influence of émigrés before, during and shortly after the war fostered the 
popularity of the style in the United States. 
 
While Americans were building in styles revived from early European precedents, European 
architects were experimenting with new and innovative building materials.  The structural 
capabilities of concrete, steel, and glass were tested during this period.  This led to the design of 
buildings with simple skeletal frames and walls that were hung like mere structural skin between 
the floors.41 Mies van der Rohe was possibly the best known architect to popularize this building 
technique, particularly related to the glass box appearance of his designs.  Mies was one of the 
primary proponents of the International Style in the United States after his emigration to the 
country.  His design philosophy was largely disseminated during the 1940s and 1950s from the 
Illinois Institute of Technology campus, which he redesigned to fit this new architectural style.42 
 
Besides the celebration of the structural frame, other important elements of the International 
Style included the treatment of windows and the interaction glass walls had with the landscape 
outside the building.  Windows were considered the most conspicuous features of modern 
exterior design.  By treating windows with light, simple frames the window became less “a mere 
hole in the wall” than a related expression of the structure and wall curtain the style promoted.43  

 
41 McAlester, pg. 469-470 
42 Curtis, pg. 261 
43 Hitchcock, pg. 46-47 
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Terraces were used to extend the house beyond its walled boundaries; however beyond the line 
of the terrace “the reign of nature should clearly begin.”44  The plans developed under the 
International Style treated interior walls as mere screens to allow the plan to be compliant to the 
function of the building.  The concept of a flowing interior space, versus enclosed singular 
rooms, was a development of the International Style.  Separation could be achieved with 
screening, and the screening, depending on the use of materials or sheer size, could provide a 
hierarchy for use of the space.45 
 
Due to the time period during which the building was constructed, and limited finances for such 
public construction, the architects selected modest materials of concrete block and glass block 
for windows.  These materials still provided a palette to create an example of the International 
Style, though not as robust as often seen with brick and stone, exposed structural steel, or large 
expanses of plate glass.  The building was designed by a prominent Gary architectural firm and 
built by a large construction contractor.  Both firms were well known and designed or built 
several large structures in Northwest Indiana.  Beine, Hall & Curran, the design firm, had also 
prepared preliminary plans for Gary’s Gilroy Stadium to be located in Gleason Park in 1956, but 
mounting costs derailed the larger project and the city opted for a smaller-scale stadium with 
seating on one just side of the field.  Beine, Hall & Curran also designed the two additions (1954, 
1963) to John Lloyd Wright’s Long Beach School, also in the International Style and listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  Due to the close proximity to Chicago, where the 
International Style had significant influence, the style is not uncommon in the region.  This is 
particularly true along Northwest Indiana’s Lake Michigan shoreline where wealthy Chicagoans 
built vacation homes. 
 
 
Comparable Architecture in the Region 
 
Generally, outdoor recreation facilities of the era tended towards revival designs. Perhaps the 
intention was to suggest traveling to a resort destination. The use of the International Style, even 
subtly in its features on the North Gleason Park Community Building, was new for public 
architecture in 1941.  The most comparable to this is Long Beach School, mentioned previously, 
designed by John Lloyd Wright in the 1920s.  Most of the region’s public architecture used 
revival styles, most typically Classical Revival, influenced by modern materials, such as 
reinforced concrete.  These buildings sometimes had stylized features with Art Deco influence.  
Architects of Gary’s Marquette Park (developed between 1919 and the 1930s) used both 
Classical Revival and Renaissance Revival styles in designing those buildings, though architect 
George Maher’s designs had Prairie Style overtones.  The Lake County Courthouse in Gary 
(1927) and Gary City Hall (1927) were both constructed in the Neoclassical style.  Many of the 
city’s branch libraries were also constructed during the 1910s through early 1930s using the 
Classical Revival style.  Likely the closest example of public architecture, both in terms of style 
and timeframe, is the large (former) Gary Post Office.  It was built in 1937 in a marriage of Art 
Deco architecture with starved classicism which came to dominate federal post office 

 
44 Hitchcock, pg. 77 
45 Hitchcock, pg. 87 
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construction in the 1930s.  The building features rows of tall, multi-story bays of windows and a 
flat roof. 
 
 
Developmental History/Additional historic context information 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ____________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property Approximately 1.2 acres 
 

 
Use the UTM system 
 
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone: 16 Easting: 471581  Northing: 4601375  
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

 x 
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3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
Beginning on the south side of 30th Avenue, approximately 1,590 feet east from its 
intersection with Harrison Place (street), face south and continue in a line 150 feet with the 
west side of an asphalt biking/walking trail.  Turn west and follow a line 350 feet, parallel 
with 30th Avenue, then turn north and follow a line 150 feet to the south side of 30th Avenue.  
Turn east and follow a line with the south side of 30th Avenue 350 feet to the point of 
beginning. 
 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

 The boundary described includes the Gleason Park Community Building and its immediate 
 site improvements like sidewalks, terraces, and front parking drive, as well as a small wood 
 pavilion used during the time the building was an active clubhouse for the golf course.  The 
 boundary excludes the golf course site features, which are essentially absent from the 
 landscape, and new playground and pavilion east of the building. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Kurt West Garner & Brad Miller 
organization: Graycor, Inc. and Indiana Landmarks 
street & number:  12954 6th Road 
city or town:   Plymouth   state: IN  zip code: 46563 
e-mail:   kwgarner@kwgarner.com 
telephone:   574-936-0613 
date:    April 4, 2020 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
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• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must 
be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the 
photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  North Gleason Park Community Building 
 
City or Vicinity:  Gary 
 
County:   Lake  State: Indiana 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed: November 5, 2019 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast at front (north) facade 
 
1 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest at front (north) facade 
 
2 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast at entry 
 
3 of 20. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest near terrace at east facade 
 
4 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest at back (south) facade 
 
5 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking north at back (south) facade 
 
6 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast along west facade 
 
7 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at pavilion 
 
8 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking west in vestibule 
 
9 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south in lobby 
 
10 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast in lobby 
 
11 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest in lobby 
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12 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking west in community room 
 
13 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking west in vending area by pass-through counter 
 
14 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in kitchen 
 
15 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking east in east toilet room 
 
16 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in east locker room 
 
17 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest in west locker room 
 
18 of 20. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking east in west locker room shower 
 
19 of 20. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera:  Looking west in office 
 
20 of 20. 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 







 

Photo 0001, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 

 

 

Photo 0002, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 



 

Photo 0003, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 

 

 

Photo 0005, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 

 



 

Photo 0007, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 

 

Photo 0012, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 



 

Photo 0013, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 

 

 

Photo 0020, North Gleason Park Community Building, Lake Co., IN 
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