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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  Newkirk Mansion 
Other names/site number: Newkirk, William and Ida, House 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      N/A 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: 321 Western Ave. 
City or town: Connersville State: IN  County: Fayette 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this  x nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  x  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           x local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
_ A             x B           x C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
Indiana DNR-Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

  
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Newkirk Mansion  Fayette County, IN 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 1-6 page 2 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 
 

x
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

x
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
2   0  buildings 

 
1   0  sites 
 
2   2  structures  
 
3   0  objects 
 
8   2  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 DOMESTIC:  single dwelling 
 DOMESTIC:  secondary structure 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 WORK IN PROGRESS 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
  
 LATE VICTORIAN:  Second Empire 
 LATE VICTORIAN:  Italianate 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
foundation:  STONE:  Limestone 
walls:   BRICK 
    
roof:   STONE:  Slate 
other:   ASPHALT 
   ________________________ 
 

 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Newkirk Mansion sits on the hill overlooking historic downtown Connersville to its east.  
Just blocks west of the courthouse, the mansion features prominently on the backdrop of the 
downtown, nestled into the hillside.  The grand house with entry tower was completed in the 
Second Empire style in 1882 and designed by architect T. R. Tinsley for Connersville 
industrialist William Newkirk.  The brick and stone-trimmed mansion features a low-pitched 
hipped roof covered with slate.   
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
The Newkirk Mansion sits on the hill overlooking historic downtown Connersville to its east 
(photo 0005).  Just blocks west of the courthouse, the mansion features prominently on the 
backdrop of the downtown, nestled into the hillside.  The grand house with entry tower (photo 
0001) was completed in the Second Empire style in 1882 and designed by architect T. R. Tinsley 
for Connersville industrialist William Newkirk.  The brick and stone-trimmed mansion features a 
low-pitched hipped roof covered with slate and faces slightly southeast.  For purposes of this 
nomination, the directions shall be given as front/east façade for southeast, back/west for 
northwest, etc.  While the house is the most prominent feature of the property, the site includes 
an organized group of resources, including a carriage house (photo 0006) similar in construction 
to the main house.  A complete list of resources follows, beginning with the site and its features. 
 
 
RESOURCES: 
 
Newkirk Mansion Grounds (c. 1880, site) 
The property on which the Newkirk Mansion sits is a long, narrow lot approximately three acres 
in size.  The property extends from Western Avenue to the west, up a hillside.  The mansion is 
positioned on a flat terraced section about two-thirds up the hillside.  A long gravel drive, 
flanked by stone gate posts, leads up the hill on the north edge of the property.  It breaks into a Y 
and curves in front of the mansion, then rejoins the section that continues west and behind the 
mansion.  Concrete retaining walls edge the drives.  The carriage house is built behind the 
mansion, tucked right up to the hillside.  Stone retaining walls form terraces, covered in vining 
groundcover, up the remaining hillside.  The hillside to the north, south, and west of the mansion 
and carriage house are wooded with a natural aesthetic.  The long front lawn has a few mature 
shade and flowering trees.  A long, terraced staircase of stone leads up the front hillside to the 
entry (left side of photo 0003).  Flagstone walks and some minor steps lead around the mansion 
and edge a landscape bed at the base of the mansion (photo 0005).  The foundations of a former 
wash house-fuel house is behind the mansion (right side of photo 0004).  It was part of the 
original 1880-1882 construction, but was razed c. 2000.  The building’s east wall is extant and 
forms a support wall for an enclosed porch (a portion of which is historic) between the former 
building and mansion’s back wall.  The remnants of the wash house-fuel house are not counted 
as a resource.  Because of the organization of the mansion property, the grounds are counted as a 
contributing site. 
 
Stone Gateway Posts (c. 1882, two objects) 
A pair of gateway posts flank the end of the drive at the sidewalk along Western Avenue.  Each 
is composed of five stacked square limestone blocks, capped with a tapered stone, which is then 
capped by a tall block with a domed top.  The stones exhibit veining and striation. 
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Carriage Stepping Stone (c. 1882, object) 
Bottom/middle of photo 0002 
A large limestone stepping block is located in the landscape bed on the southeast corner of the 
house.  The block was once located approximately eight feet toward the south, where the 
sidewalk meets the driveway.  It was used for a stepping stone for carriages.  The stone is about 
8” tall and features three panel-finished faces and a rough-cut back face.  The block is evidenced 
in a historic photo, which shows it at the edge of the sidewalk. 
 
Concrete Retaining Driveway Walls (c. 1900, two structures).  Non-contributing 
There are two short concrete retaining walls for the driveways on the site.  One is a short section 
that stretches along the east edge of the drive as it curves to the south in front of the house.  The 
other is a taller tall that retains the hillside to the west side of the driveway as it curves up behind 
the house.  These obviously serve the purpose of maintaining drives on the property, however, 
they are likely a second generation of retaining structures and date to about 1900; earlier 
structures if present likely were stone.  Because of this fact, and that the remaining resources on 
the site date to the time the property was first developed, the retaining walls are considered non-
contributing. 
 
Limestone Steps (c. 1882 structure) 
Left side of photo 0003 
A long, winding staircase of limestone steps lead up the hillside from the northeast corner of the 
front lawn where a sidewalk once extended onto the property from the street.  The steps curve 
toward the south as the climb the hillside toward the front entry.  The staircase is terraced with 
five long landings of flagstone between sets of 3-5 limestone steps.  Simple metal pipe form 
railings along the outside edge of the steps. 
 
Limestone Terraced Retaining Walls (c. 1882, structure) 
Stretching along the hillside, leading up from the driveway and behind the carriage house is a 
series of short retaining walls composed of dry-stack rough-cut quarried limestone.  These form 
terraces up the hillside, but only one along the base of the hillside is of any considerable length.  
Because they are of the same material and construction, and work together for retaining the 
hillside, they are counted together as one resource. 
 
Newkirk Mansion (1880-1882, building) Second Empire 
T. R. Tinsley, architect 
Exterior photos 0001-0005 
The tall two-story brick house features a limestone base composed of large, chisel-faced block 
capped with a finished drip edge course of stone.  The brick walls feature stone beltcourses that 
align with the bottom of the stone corbels that support the brick and stone window hoods on the 
first and second floors.  The house features tall 1/1 wood windows with stone sill courses and 
hoods composed of stone corbels that support a stone lintel over which is a segmental arch of 
soldier brick and keystone.  The keystone features a chisel-faced panel.  The blind arch of stone 
under the brick is also chisel-faced.  A tall metal cornice is at the top of the walls.  It features 
rows of brackets and an internal gutter system.  The hipped roof is covered with slate. 
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The house has an L-shaped, two-story core with a one-story section off its southwest corner and 
a two-story section off its north side.  This north section was originally one-story, but was 
modified in about 1912 to include a second floor and front porch.  The back (west façade) of the 
house has a c. 1912 addition as well and by the mid-20th century an original rear terrace and 
porch between the house and wash house-fuel house was enclosed.  These late, frame additions 
are planned for removal leaving the original terrace and porch arcade exposed as originally 
designed.  The description of the back (west) façade will clarify this further.  Again, the house 
faces slightly southeast so descriptions will be given as front/east façade (facing southeast), 
back/west façade (facing northwest), etc. 
 
The front (east) façade is composed of three primary bays plus the altered two-story north 
section on its north end (photos 0001).  The middle entry bay is a narrow three-story tower that 
projects slightly forward with a raised elaborate enframement with recessed entry.  Limestone 
steps, flanked by low limestone walls, are centered on the entry.  The entry is flanked by wide 
brick pilasters capped with stone stylized capitals that support a massive entablature of stone.  
The entablature features a cornice with segmental-arch with chisel-faced tympanum panel and 
carved rosette in bas-relief.  Stone plates create the roof for the portico.  The recessed entry 
features wood panels on the jambs and ceiling.  Carved wood “guard dogs” flank the entry 
forming a jamb that terminates with a carved face or grotesque, centered over the opening.  The 
floor is covered with mosaics.  The entry features modern wood and glass entry door, side-lites, 
and transom.  The original door, transom, and side-lite are stored in the house and planned for re-
installation.  These are wood with panels in the bottom and windows in the top.  The tower’s 
second floor features a stone sill course at the top of the entry roof and a slightly recessed area 
with a pair of tall 1/1 wood windows.  The top of the recessed area features a corbel table.  A 
stone cornice table is centered on the second floor, at about the mid-point of the bottom sash of 
the windows.  The stone belt course that is continuous around the building continues across the 
tower just below the stone corbels of the window hoods.  The third floor of the tower features a 
tall stone base with thin cyma molding.  A Palladian-like grouping of three windows is centered 
in the tower’s front wall.  The tall, narrow 1/1 wood windows have a stone sill and column of 
stone between the windows.  The middle window is taller and features a full-round arched top 
sash.  A stone hood is atop the windows and follows the arch of the middle window with stone 
voussoirs.  A wood roundel window is centered near the top of the tower’s north and south walls 
on the third floor.  These have wide stone trim with voussoirs.  A large metal cornice is at the top 
of the tower.  It features pairs of brackets on each corner and a full-round arch centered on each 
wall.  The tower’s tall mansard roof has patterned slate, in two styles and three colors, and is 
trimmed with metal on its corners and top.  The slate pattern is repeated on all four sides of the 
roof. 
 
The other two bays of the front façade are about equal in width.  The south bay features two 
large 1/1 wood windows one each on the first and second floor.  Stone sill and belt coursing on 
the first and second floors continue across the bay.  The north bay steps back considerably from 
the tower.  It features a projecting three-sided bay, two-stories tall, with cutaway corners.  Each 
of the walls feature a tall 1/1 wood window. Again, the stone sill and belt coursing continues 
across the bay.  The north section steps back from the north bay and features a brick porch.  The 
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porch has a concrete floor and a low brick wall on its northeast corner.  Narrow square columns 
of brick capped with stone are on the corners of the porch and once carried a hipped roof that is 
no longer extant.  A window that was turned into a doorway onto the porch is in the north wall of 
the north bay.  Similarly, a window that was turned into a doorway is centered in the first floor of 
the north section.  Both doorways feature wood doors with full windows divided into multiple 
panes, similar to French doors.  The second floor was added to this north section and features 
two wide 1/1 wood windows with simple stone sills and lintels.  The original metal cornice was 
lifted from the roof and added to the top of the second floor when it was added c. 1912.  The roof 
of this north section is slightly lower than the roof over the north bay and features a very low-
pitched hipped roof. 
 
The north façade is dominated by the altered two-story north section of the house (right side of 
photo 0003).  Its original first floor features stone sill and belt coursing which is continuous on 
the facades.  The first floor also features two original 1/1 wood windows with hoods matching 
those of the rest of the house.  The west window is slightly narrower than the east window.  The 
second floor, which was added c. 1912, features two 1/1 wood windows with simple stone sills 
and lintels.  The west window is slightly shorter than the east window.  As mentioned in the 
description of the front façade, the original cornice is now atop the second floor.  A narrow 
section of the wall forming the longer leg of the L-plan is on the west end of the north façade 
(seen near the middle of photo 0004).  It features stone sill and belt coursing consistent with the 
rest of the house and a 1/1 wood window on the first and second floors.  The windows have 
hoods also consistent with the rest of the house. 
 
The south façade is divided into two sections (see photo 0002 and 0005).  The two-story section 
of the L-plan is on the east half of the façade and the one-story section that contains the kitchen 
and features a hipped roof is on the west half.  The two-story section features a one-story, three-
sided bay with cutaway corners in its east half (photo 0002).  The bay has narrow 1/1 wood 
windows in each wall and a simple metal cornice for its low-pitched hipped roof.  The cornice 
features small stylized brackets on each corner.  A 1/1 wood window is centered above the bay in 
the second floor.  A 1/1 wood window is in the first and second floor in the west half of the two-
story section.  Stone sill and belt coursing, consistent with the rest of the house, continues on this 
section.  Window hoods also consistent with the rest of the house, are over the windows of this 
section.  The one-story section features a grouping of three 1/1 wood windows in its east half and 
a chimney and 1/1 wood window in its west half (photo 0005).  The window is in the west end.  
The grouping of three windows was altered to include a middle window c. 1912.  This is 
evidenced by the lack of hood and pieced-in sill on this window.  Originally, there were just 
three windows on this section; two flanked the chimney and they were equally spaced on the 
façade.  The chimney projects slightly on the façade and steps in near the top of the first floor 
where stone trim is located.  The chimney continues through the eave and steps in twice more 
with stone trim before terminating with a corbel table design that matches the other two wider 
chimneys on the house.  No stone sill coursing or belt coursing is on this section, however the 
window hoods are consistent with the rest of the house (except as noted on the middle window of 
the grouping).  This section has a metal cornice that features rows of plain modillions rather than 
brackets. 
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The back (west) façade has irregularities due to the later construction of a frame one-story gabled 
section and the enclosure of a porch (photo 0004).  As viewed, the façade includes the inside of 
the east wall of the former fuel house-wash house whose foundations are to the west of the 
façade (right side of photo 0004).  This remnant wall and frame gabled section mask much of the 
original features of the home’s first floor.  The façade will be described from north-to-south (left 
to right in photo 0004) beginning with the north section that was altered with a second floor 
addition.  This section features two original window openings on the first floor, both of which 
are filled with brick.  A steel door is positioned partly into the south opening which is slightly 
narrower than the north opening.  Both retain their original hoods that match those of the 
remaining house.  The second floor of this north section (added c. 1912) features a small 1/1 
wood window with a simple stone sill and lintel.  Continuing south, the façade features a 
projecting two-story section that is the west-facing wall of the longer leg of the L-shaped plan.  
The north half of the section features a 1/1 wood window in the first and second floor.  The south 
half features a narrow 1/1 wood window in the second floor; the first floor is masked by the 
frame gabled addition.  Stone sill and belt coursing, as well as window hoods, consistent with the 
rest of the house are located on this section.  The frame gabled addition has wood clapboards and 
asphalt shingles on its roof; it is planned for removal. 
 
Continuing to the south, the west-facing wall of the short leg of the L-plan is entirely masked by 
the one-story kitchen section with hipped roof (original) and the east wall of the fuel house-wash 
house.  The wall of the fuel house-wash house features two segmental-arched window openings 
and a door opening in its south end, also a segmental-arched opening.  These openings are 
covered with wood.  The area between this wall and the original house features a raised stone 
porch and arcade-like wood arches (most of the wood columns supporting the arched are 
removed).  This has been covered in its north end by the frame addition and in its south end by a 
frame wall covered with clapboards.  The original features of both the back wall of the kitchen 
and the outside wall of the fuel house-wash house, as well as the wood arcade and a portion of 
wood balustrade are visible from inside this enclosed porch area.  The frame wall enclosing the 
porch is planned for removal (left side of photo 0005). 
 
While the house has intricate design features, the overall plan is fairly simple.  The house 
features a central hall leading from the tower’s vestibule to the back of the house where a rear 
entry (now toilet room) was thought to exist.  Two large rooms are off the north side of the hall 
(north parlor and dining room) and three rooms are off the south side of the hall (south parlor, 
library, and informal dining room at the back).  This room layout is repeated on the second floor 
where rooms function as bedrooms.  A kitchen is off the back informal dining room (one-story 
section).  The north section of the house, which had a second floor added, features a large room 
and hallway along its west end.  The hallway was remodeled to include a stairway and bathroom 
in its north end when the second floor was added.  The second floor of this section features a 
small hall and two bedrooms accessed through the back bedroom on the north side of the central 
hall.  A bathroom is located at the west end of the central hall on the first and second floors.  A 
spiral staircase in the east end of the central hall leads to the tower’s third floor.  The tower 
features an arched opening into the attic over the rest of the house. 
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The vestibule, like the recessed entry, features carved wood panels on its walls and ceiling.  The 
wide central hall features doorways into the parlors near its east end and a large, grand open 
staircase on its north wall (photo 0008).  The staircase features flared bottom steps and a massive 
newel post.  The newel is columnar, and is topped by a cap resembling a ribbed dome.  A carved 
head terminates cove molding at the opening of the stairwell just above the bottom of the stairs.  
Wood panels cover the bottom of the staircase and form the balustrade railing as well.  
Doorways lead into the library and parlor, and a wide doorway (believed to be widened c. 1912, 
left side of photo 0009) is in the southwest corner of the hall.  A doorway leads west into a toilet 
room.  The central hall narrows in the west end and has a narrow, cutaway corner just west of the 
dining room entry (right side of photo 0009).  Both the rear (toilet room) door and front entry 
door into the vestibule feature transoms. 
 
The south parlor features a projecting three-sided bay with cutaway corners centered in its south 
wall (left side of photo 0010).  The bay features a broad segmental-arched opening with thin, 
column-like corner protectors that flank the opening.  The west wall features a carved fireplace 
surround with stylized columns that support the mantle and fluted pilasters that flank a large 
panel where a beveled mirror was located (right side of photo 0010).  Flanking the fireplace are 
pairs of tall French doors that lead into the library west of the south parlor.  The library features a 
fireplace between the pairs of French doors that lead from the parlor (photo 0011).  The fireplace 
has a much simpler surround with Corinthian columns that support the mantel.  The informal 
dining room off the southwest corner of the central hall, appears to have been altered c. 1912.  
The room’s west wall appears to have been added at that time, including the built-in wood 
sideboard (photo 0012).  A narrower room appears to have been on the east end of the informal 
dining room, but its dividing wall was removed and a steel lintel now supports the second floor 
above.  It is thought the narrow room was a pantry for a larger kitchen and matches changes that 
are evident on the outside of the house with the added middle window of this room’s south wall.  
The kitchen features a doorway with transom to an enclosed porch in its northwest corner (left 
side of photo 0018).  A doorway and modern cabinet alcove is in the kitchen’s north wall (right 
side of photo 0018). Beaded boards form a wainscot on a portion of the east and south walls of 
the kitchen.  A cook stove flue opening is in the southeast corner of the kitchen. 
 
The north parlor has a projecting bay with cutaway corners matching the one in the south parlor 
centered in its east wall (photo 0013).  A fireplace with a marble surround is centered in the 
parlor’s west wall (photo 0014).  The surround is thought to have come from a second floor 
bedroom.  North of the fireplace is a doorway that leads into the dining room in the northwest 
corner of the house.  A doorway from the parlor leads to a porch built on the northeast corner of 
the house c. 1912.  A doorway also leads to the north section of the house off the parlor near the 
dining room entry door (right side of photo 0014).  The dining room features a wonderfully 
carved “fruitwood” fireplace surround centered in its east wall (photo 0015).  The surround 
features carvings of fruit on its columns and mantle.  Stylized initials of William Newkirk are 
centered above the fireplace opening.  The surround features a panel where a beveled mirror was 
located and it is flanked by shelves supported by turned spindles that support a cornice.  Two 
doorways in the southwest corner of the room lead to the central hall and a closet (photo 0016).   
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A doorway just west of the entry from the parlor leads to the north section of the house.  The 
north section’s first floor features a large room with a doorway that leads to the c. 1912 porch in 
its east wall.  A fireplace, whose mantle is missing, is centered in the room’s south wall, just 
west of the entry to the north parlor.  A doorway from the large room leads to a hallway that runs 
along the west side of the north section (photo 0017).  A modern toilet room and staircase are 
located in the hallway of the north section of the house. 
 
The second floor’s central hall features doorways into rooms that match the general placement 
on the first floor.  The balustrade for the open stairway is on the north wall of the hall and 
features carved, solid panels and carved newel posts (photo 0021).  A spiral staircase with 
beaded board balustrade is centered in the east end of the hall and leads to the tower’s third floor 
(photo 0020).  A bathroom is located off the west end of the hall.  The two rooms on the north 
side of the hall appear to have combined to form a master suite with a doorway between.  The 
front room in the northeast corner features a projecting bay centered in its east wall, matching 
those of the parlors (photo 0022).  A fireplace was once centered in the room’s west wall, but has 
been removed except for the tile hearth in the floor.  A wall was added to form a narrow closet 
between the front and back rooms, though doorways allow passage through.  A marble fireplace 
is centered in the east wall of the back room (photo 0023), between the passage to the front room 
and a historic closet.  A modern doorway was added from the back room into the second floor of 
the north section c. 1912.  That space features a bedroom, stairway, and hall with modern 
finishes. 
 
Two bedrooms and a storage room are located off the south side of the hall.  The two bedrooms 
are over the south parlor and library below and feature back-to-back fireplaces centered in their 
joining wall.  The west bedroom (photo 0025) retains its marble fireplace, however, only the 
hearth remains in the floor of the east bedroom (photo 0024 of east bedroom).  A wall was added 
to form a narrow closet in the northwest corner of the east bedroom, though doorways in each 
side allow passage between the two bedrooms.  A historic closet is located in the southeast 
corner of the west bedroom.  The storage room, located in the southwest corner of the second 
floor, features a small hall and storage room tucked beneath the eave of the informal dining room 
and kitchen below.  The hall has wood cabinetry (c. 1950) in its east end. 
 
Off the west side of the kitchen was a porch with an arcade-like south and north wall, topped 
with full-round horseshoe arched panels supported by square columns (photo 0019 of south 
wall).  The porch has a raised stone floor and once had a balustrade of wood enclosing the 
arcade.  While some of the features are missing, the intent is to open the porch, now enclosed, 
and restore the features.  The enclosed porch and a narrow gabled addition formed a new kitchen 
and porch on the back of the house.  The tower’s third floor has unfinished brick walls and 
plaster ceiling (photo 0026).  The top of the spiral staircase is enclosed with a beaded wood 
wall/balustrade (left side of photo 0027).  A four-panel wood door in the top of the tower’s west 
wall leads out onto the roof.  A full-round arched opening in the bottom of the tower’s west wall 
leads into the attic over the rest of the house.  The attic has an unfinished wood plank floor and 
no other finishes (photo 0027).  A hatch to the second floor’s central hall is located near the west 
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end of the attic.  It is trimmed out with wood and has a wood paneled hatch door on the second 
floor’s ceiling. 
 
Very little differentiation exists between finishes on the first and second floor.  The house has 
wood floors and tall baseboards with a fluted pattern throughout.  Walls and ceilings are plaster, 
except in the north section’s second floor where drywall was added during a late remodeling 
project.  The house has wide wood door jambs (see photo 0009).  Their depth is indicative of 
thick interior masonry walls.  The jambs feature a panel design and the door surrounds feature 
thin columns that support a cornice with brackets, carved with acanthus leaves, and a fluted 
frieze (best seen in photo 0016).  The house has tall four panel wood doors; the top two panels 
are much taller than the bottom panels.  The home’s window surrounds match the door 
surrounds, but have carved panels below the windows.  Many of the windows feature original, 
interior bi-folding slated shutters (photo 0013).  Most of the heat registers retain their wrought-
iron decorative grills and wood surrounds, some with fluted pilasters (middle of photo 0024).  
The house also has massive cove moldings, styled as elaborate entablatures, on its ceilings 
throughout the house. 
 
 
Newkirk Carriage House (c. 1882, building) Italianate 
T. R. Tinsley, architect 
Photos 0006-0007 
The two-story brick building features a limestone base, stone trim, and segmental-arched 
windows.  A stone beltcourse is located about two-thirds up the first floor and at the height of the 
second story window sills.  The building is constructed in the same style as the mansion, but its 
exterior walls have been painted, which masks some of its stonework.  The building suffered a 
fire in about 2015 which gutted the interior of the building, filled it with debris, and collapsed its 
hipped roof.  The roof, which is covered in asphalt shingles, retains its lower cross gables 
because of their brick construction.  The cross gables feature cornice returns supported by pairs 
of stone brackets.  The carriage house was converted into apartments c. 1950. 
 
The front (east) façade is symmetrically arranged with three bays (left side of photo 0006).  The 
center bay is narrow and with an entryway on the first floor.  The bays flanking the entry 
projecting forward slightly and feature broad carriage openings with segmental arches on the 
first floor and narrower windows with segmental arches on the second floor.  The first floor 
openings have been filled in with brick at their base and steel casement windows fill the 
remainder of the opening.  A wood blind arch is above the steel casements.  The second floor 
windows are 1/1 wood with stone sills and wood blind arch.  The front façade windows date to a 
period after the carriage house was converted into a residence c. 1940.  The flanking bays feature 
buttress-like piers of brick capped with stone on their sides on the first floor.  They have gabled 
walls with cornice returns supported by pairs of stone brackets.  A keystone in the north carriage 
door opening features a carving of W N 1880 for William Newkirk and the year construction 
began on the buildings. 
 
The north façade also features three bays, which are wider, with the center bay projecting out 
slightly with a gable (right side of photo 0006).  The east and west bays each have wood 
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windows with segmental arches and stone sills.  While there are a variety of window styles, the 
4/1 wood windows with segmental-arched top sashes are likely original.  Only the first floor of 
the west bay features this window.  The others are either missing or are 1/1 wood with blind 
arches filled with wood.  The center bay features two large window openings with segmental 
arches on the first floor.  The second floor features a slightly recessed bay with segmental arched 
top.  A pair of 4/1 segmental arched wood windows is centered in this recessed bay.  The center 
bay features cornice returns supported by pairs of stone brackets.  The top of its gable wall is 
partially collapsed due to the fire. 
 
The south façade features three bays with no articulation to the façade (partially seen in right side 
of photo 0007).  The east bay features large segmental arched windows with stone sills on the 
first and second floor.  The first floor window is covered with plywood, the second floor window 
is mostly gone but appears to have been a segmental-arched 8/8 wood window.  The middle bay 
features a segmental arched opening on the first floor and a rectangular opening on the second 
floor.  The first floor opening was likely a doorway that was filled in with brick at the bottom 
and a 8/1 wood window with wood blind arch installed when the building was converted to a 
residence.  There is little evidence of what wood window configuration was in the second floor.  
The west bay features a small segmental-arched opening in the west end of the façade.  It has a 
stone sill and wood covers the opening.  The second floor’s opening is slightly east of the first 
floor and features a 1/1 wood window. 
 
The west (back) façade is symmetrically arranged with four bays (partially seen in left side of 
photo 0007).  A modern wood deck/balcony and steps, partially collapsed, masks the façade.  
The middle bays features small segmental-arched 2/2 wood windows with stone sills on the first 
floor.  The second floor features two segmental-arched window openings with stone sills in the 
middle bays; the openings are covered with plywood.  The outside bays feature doorways on the 
first and second floors.  With the exception of the south bay’s first floor door, which is a three-
panel wood door with a window in the top, the remaining doors are no longer extant.  The extant 
door dates to c. 1940. 
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_______________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

X
 
  

x
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE 
INDUSTRY 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1882-1911 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
   
 1882 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person (last name, first name) 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
Newkirk, William 
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder (last name, first name) 
  
 Tinsley, Thomas Richard (T. R.) 
 Marshall, Joseph 
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Period of Significance (justification) 
 
Though the start of construction in 1880 is memorialized in a keystone of the carriage house, the 
period of significance begins when construction was completed in 1882.  The house had minor 
modifications about 1912 while owned by Mrs. William (Ida) Newkirk, however, because of the 
home’s architectural significance as an architect-designed residence, 1882 is considered a 
significant date to best reflect the design intent of the architect.  The period of significance ends 
when William Newkirk died in 1911. 
 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
 
 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Newkirk Mansion is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criterion C 
using architecture as the area of significance.  The house is exceptional for its style, features, and 
composition both on the exterior and interior of the home.  It is one of the most imposing 
examples of Italianate architecture in Fayette County, and is the only surviving house with a 
mansard-roofed tower in the county.  The exterior treatment of fenestration and composition is 
matched by attention to wood carving details on the interior.  The house was designed by T. R. 
Tinsley, an accomplished architect and son of noted American architect William Tinsley.  
Additionally, the property is eligible under criterion B because of its association with William 
Newkirk.  Newkirk founded the Indiana Furniture Company in Connersville, and is credited with 
making the city an industrial hub in Indiana during the second half of the 20th century.  The 
opulence of the mansion bespeaks the importance of Newkirk as an industrialist in the city and is 
the only extant resource directly associated with his life. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
ARCHITECTURE 
 
The Newkirk Mansion holds a prominent place nestled into the hillside overlooking 
Connersville.  Understanding the expectation that this was to be of grand scale, architect T. R. 
Tinsley created a suitable form and style that would accentuate the verticality of a house on the 
hillside.  The Newkirk Mansion, as it is known locally, demonstrates a house of exceptional, 
architect-designed proportions and features that blur the line of a specific style. Whether 
Newkirk directed Tinsley to consider homes of equal scale or with Second Empire influence 
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unknown.  The house possesses the most dominant feature of the style, a mansard roof, on its 
central entry tower, but the remainder of the roof is hipped with a flat top instead of a ridge.    
 
The overall height of the house is accentuated by its tall window openings, two-story projecting 
bay on the north half of the front façade, and tall cornice with brackets.  Maybe Tinsley and 
Newkirk considered this to be sufficient for a statement on the hillside and that a mansard roof 
over the rest of the house would have provided unnecessary space or possibly diminished the 
tower’s apparent height (photo 0001).  If not for the tower, the house could be classified as 
Italianate, though the home’s features of belt coursing and bracketed windows provide further 
evidence for the argument in classification in the Second Empire style.  What is evident is that 
Tinsley was both talented and comfortable enough to blend styles to create an exceptional 
design. 
 
The Second Empire style separated itself from the Picturesque Movement that popularized both 
the Gothic Revival and Italianate styles by embracing modern French architecture of the 19th 
century.  The other styles looked at a romantic past for inspiration, while the Second Empire 
style was considered very modern.  The most characteristic feature of the style is the mansard 
roof, named for French architect Francois Mansart who practiced in the 17th century.  The style 
became popular once again in France during the reign of Napoleon III (1852-1870), considered 
to be France’s “second empire”, hence the name.  The style was popularized through exhibitions 
as it spread to England and then to the United States.  The first American pattern book examples 
of the Second Empire style were found in Calvert Vaux’s Villas and Cottages (1857), which 
featured three Second Empire designs.1  Two major public buildings in the Second Empire style 
followed in New York and Washington, D.C. (1858-1859).  The style remained popular, though 
limited in its use, through the 1870s.  It is often found on public buildings, particularly on county 
courthouses and sheriff’s residences and jails, which were almost always architect-designed.  
Because of the popularity of use on public buildings during the Ulysses S. Grant administration 
(1869-1877), the style was nicknamed the General Grant style.2  Because of the economic 
recession during the second half of the 1870s, the style’s use diminished and did not recover in 
the late part of the 19th century.  This shift away from the style may have also contributed to the 
restraint of its features on the Newkirk Mansion since it was designed and constructed at the 
close of the 1870s-beginning of the 1880s. 
 
The Newkirk Mansion’s design excels in its proportions and scale.  The bays flanking the central 
entry tower are almost equal in width and the narrowness of the tower strengthens its verticality 
as it extends to a tall, third floor with almost an equally-tall mansard roof (photo 0001).  The 
tower has an impressive portico composed of wide pilasters and massive stone entablature with 
an arch that comes to a very slight point over its chisel-faced tympanum.  This arched feature is 
repeated in the Palladian-like window in the third floor of the tower, and then again in the full-
round blind arch of the cornice at the top of the tower.  The tower’s roof is covered with 
patterned slates and features metal curbs (trim) on the hips and top of the roof.  This metal trim 
detail is repeated on the roof over the rest of the house.  The two-story, three-sided projecting 

 
1 McAlester pg. 318 
2 McAlester pg. 318 
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bay with cutaway corners provides an equal feature to balance the tower on the front façade’s 
north half. 
 
Stone sill and belt coursing on both the first and second floors provide an important contrasting 
trim detail in the brick walls that draw the eye upward.  This trim detail helps to tie the entire 
structure together visually, as does the continuous metal cornice with rows of brackets.  Another 
important feature of the house is its tall 1/1 wood windows that have hoods composed of a 
bracketed stone lintel topped with a brick segmental arch with keystone.  This feature of blended 
materials provides an unusual contrast to the facades as the belt coursing is interrupted by 
windows, creating a visual “jump” for continuity of limestone details.  The windows are 
carefully positioned to create bays, typically centered in rooms or flanking other features.  This is 
especially true on the front and south facades. 
 
The interior of the house features large, well-proportioned rooms on both the first and second 
floors.  The rooms all enter off of a wide central hallway that extends from the front entry tower 
to the back of the house.  The hallway features a massive, open staircase (photo 0008) with 
flared bottom steps, a large carved newel post, and a balustrade of carved panels.  The carving in 
the panels and newel post match and feature wispy sprigs of flowers.  A carved head, thought to 
be of a Native American, terminates cove molding above the stair’s bottom treads (seen at the 
top of photo 0008).  Each of the rooms featured fireplaces, though some are missing.  The 
fireplaces are designed back-to-back for rooms sharing walls.  The surrounds were hand-carved 
wood on the first floor and marble on the second floor.  The extant hand-carved fireplace 
surrounds are located in the formal dining room and south parlor.  They feature intricately carved 
columns supporting mantle and a beveled mirror (no longer extant) with surround above the 
mantle (see photos 0010, 0015).  Another repeating feature is an alcove created by projecting 
bays on the exterior of the home.  The two parlors and the front room of the master suite on the 
second floor have this alcove.  It is framed by a wide plaster arch and trimmed with thin wood 
corner columns (see photos 0010, 0013, 0022).  Windows and doors, most with transoms, have 
impressive surrounds composed of paneled jambs, thin columns, and carved hoods.  Windows 
feature carved panels below the sill and historic interior wood-louvered shutters.  Most of the 
rooms also feature impressive, wide cove molding around the perimeter of the ceilings. 
 
The tower provides its own unique set of interior features.  The tower’s recessed entry and 
vestibule both include highly-carved wood panels on the walls and coffering on the ceilings.  The 
jambs of the recessed entry include carved wood “guard dogs” flanking the opening (these are 
seen in photo 0001) and a carved grotesque face looks down from the center of the top of the 
opening.  The tower’s second floor, which terminates the east end of the central hall, features a 
spiral staircase centered in the space which is backlit by the large pair of windows in its east wall 
(photo 0020).  The spiral staircase has a central post off of which wood treads are supported.  A 
balustrade/short wall of beaded boards forms the outside wall of the staircase.  The walls are 
wholly supported by the treads and central post, allowing the floor to pass under and this gives 
the staircase a sculptural appearance.  The staircase features a carved newel post at the bottom; it 
is centered in the room so that the treads are blocked from view.  The tower’s third floor features 
a low wall of beaded boards that encloses the staircase opening.  The third floor walls are 
exposed brick and an arched opening in the west wall leads to the attic above the rest of the 
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second floor.  At one time William Newkirk envisioned a museum in the attic.  See photos 0026-
0027 for tower and attic photos. 
 
The Newkirk Mansion’s large carriage house, which carries features of the Italianate style, 
should also be noted though it suffered a fire and the hipped roof that once had a cupola has 
collapsed.  The building’s brick walls and metal cornices on the gables are about the only 
features still intact.  The building’s most important features are its two, two-story front gabled 
bays that feature cornice returns supported by pairs of stone brackets (see left side of photo 
0006).  Each of the bays include a wide, segmental-arched carriage door opening on the first 
floor, though these have later window and brick infill.  A wider gabled bay is centered on the 
carriage house’s north façade (right side of photo 0006).  The front and north facades were the 
most prominent facades and were detailed accordingly.  A notable feature of the carriage house 
is the keystone over the north carriage house door opening that features William Newkirk’s 
initials and 1880 carved into it. 
 
 
Comparable Architecture in Connersville & Architect T. R. Tinsley 
 
Because of Connersville’s position as a hub of manufacturing in Southeast Indiana, the city had 
many leading industrialists who built magnificent homes like William Newkirk did in 1880.  
Though none of these really captured, or retained, the grandeur the Newkirk Mansion has on the 
hill.  Many of these industrialist’s homes have disappeared from the landscape, such as the 
Claypool-Johnson House which was built in 1868 and later became the home of Francis Roots, 
of Roots Pressure Blower Company.  The Italianate house had some striking similarities to the 
Newkirk Mansion with a central entry tower and tall mansard roof as well as a three-sided bay 
with cutaway corners to the side of the tower.  The house was razed during the 1950s.  Another 
house that was razed in the 1940s was the Dwight Johnson House, a purer example of the Second 
Empire style.  The house featured a tall, central entry tower with shaped mansard.  The tower had 
a porch to one side and a one-story, three-sided bay on the other.  The house featured a short 
mansard roof with dormers.  Johnson was the president of the P.H. & F.M. Roots Company and 
the president of the Hydro-Electric Power Company. 
 
Another home, also in the Italianate style, that was very similar to the Newkirk Mansion was 
built in Connersville about 1870 by J. B. McFarlan.  McFarlan was the founder of the McFarlan 
Carriage Company and was in partnership with William Newkirk in the Indiana Furniture 
Company.  This house has a nearly identical front façade with only minor changes in the 
fenestration pattern.  Its three story tower also featured an exceptionally tall roof.  A porch was 
on the opposite side of the tower from a two-story, three-sided bay with cutaway corners.  The 
extant house is located at 817 Lincoln Avenue.  However, the tower was reduced to two stories.  
The J.B. McFarlan House is probably the most comparable to the Newkirk Mansion in all of 
Fayette County and is located almost directly north of the Newkirk Mansion.  It is unclear if 
there was any conversation Newkirk had with his architect about the McFarlan House, but it 
obviously predates the Newkirk Mansion by about 10 years and may have been part of architect 
Tinsley’s inspiration.  One other house of note is the C. E. J. McFarlan House, built near the J. B. 
McFarlan House.  It was constructed considerably later, in about 1900, in the Queen Anne style.  
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Its scale and refinements are comparable to Newkirk, at least externally, but are executed in the 
Queen Anne mode.  It features a corner tower with a third floor. 
 
William Newkirk purchased a large lot overlooking Connersville from the west from a man 
named Maffet in early 1880.  He hired architect T.R. Tinsley to create the design for his mansion 
on this site by that spring.  Workers had been cutting and establishing grade on the site for the 
house by May 1880 and the substructure and a portion of the first floor were completed in the 
same year before work halted during the winter of 1880-1881.  When work resumed in March 
1881, William Newkirk had hired Joseph Marshall of Anderson as the supervising architect, 
taking over for Tinsley.  The Connersville newspapers closely followed the construction of the 
home, estimated to cost $40,000 to build, with periodic updates such as when the roof was 
expected to be started.  Interior woodwork, thought to have been carved by Newkirk’s own 
German-born furniture craftsman, was undertaken during the summer of 1881.  Newkirk moved 
into the house in early December 1882 after furnishing the home with purchases he made from a 
trip to New York in 1881.  A description of the house was provided in the Connersville Times on 
September 27, 1882 after a tour was provided to the author by Joseph Marshall.  The description 
is rich in detail and is provided in full for this nomination: 
 

A Beautiful Home 
 
Heaven is said to be the pleasantest word in the language. Home ranks next to it. 
Therefore, anything, or any expense we can afford, that will render home more agreeable 
or attractive, is the best investment we can make, except that treasure “where moth and 
rust do not corrupt, nor thieves break through and steal.” William Newkirk seems to have 
kept this idea in view in the design and erection of his beautiful home on the hillside. 
Selecting the location where nature had done everything to shut off the cold northern 
blasts, and the storms of winter, and be open to, and invite the pleasant southern breeze, 
and warm, genial sunshine, he has not spared any expense that art could devise, to make 
his home pleasant, comfortable and beautiful. Nature does not give her richest blessings 
until man has done his part. Mr. Newkirk seems to have acted upon the hint, also, and 
simply finished, by the hand of art, the original design of nature, for it seems to fit the  
place in every particular.        

 
We were shown through this beautiful residence a few days ago by Mr. Joseph Marshall, 
who is superintending the work, and below we give a brief description of some of its 
parts.  The original design was by Mr. T. R. Tinsley, and the building was commenced 
under his direction, early in 1880. During that year the substructure and a small portion of 
the first story were erected.         
   
In the spring of 1881 work was resumed under the supervision of Mr. Marshall, and has 
continued under his direction to the present time.  The original designs have been carried 
out, except in a few minor particulars, supplementary designs, have been furnished by 
Mr. Marshall conformable to the spirit of the general idea of the original drawings.  The 
style of architecture is of the Modern Eclectic School—selecting from many of the old 
styles features that are adaptable to the requirements of a modern American habitation of 
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a superior order. The composition is good, and pleasing in effect.    
   
The site of the building is located at an altitude of about sixty feet above the level of the 
center of the city, and commands and extensive view to the east, southeast and northeast, 
while it is sheltered from the cold winds and storms of the north and northwest by the 
hills in the rear west. Combined with these is a most perfect drainage system, both over 
and underground, that leaves nothing to be desired in a sanitary point of view.  The plan 
of the building is irregular in outline, its extreme measurement from north to south being 
sixty-six feet, and ninety feet from east to west. It has an east front, from the middle of 
which a massive tower rises to the height of about sixty feet. From the summit of this 
tower, in fair weather, a clear view may be had of the surrounding country for a distance 
of seven or eight miles. The main building is two stories high, except the north, which is 
only one wing. The material for the outer walls of the sub-structure is hard lime-stone, 
that of the walls of the superstructure pressed brick, profuse dressings of Ellettsville 
stone. Cornices are of galvanized iron, and roofs of slate and tin. Separate from the main 
building, but communicating with it by a spacious covered porch, is a fuel and wash 
house building, one story high, of brick, with stone dressings.    
        

  The main entrance in front is through the tower. Here is an open outer vestibule, floored 
with ornamental, encaustic tiles; then, an inner vestibule, also with encaustic tile floor, 
and separated from the outer by heavy storm doors. The walls and ceilings of these 
vestibules are elaborately paneled with white walnut and cherry. From the inner vestibule 
the main entrance doors open into a spacious hall, traversing the building from the front 
to the rear, and in it is located a magnificent staircase, ascending to the second story. This 
staircase is built of white walnut, cherry and ash timber is what as known as close rail 
stairs, that is, under the hand-rail are solid wood panels instead of balusters. These panels 
are of cherry and finely carved both on the obverse and reverse sides. The newel post at 
the foot of the stairs is a massive and elaborate piece of woodwork, composed entirely of 
cherry, twenty inches in diameter at the base and about five feet high.  On the first floor 
of the main building are located the parlor, library, sitting room, dining room, chamber, 
bath room and kitchen, besides minor apartments, such as bath rooms, lavatory, silver 
and china closets and pantries.        
   
The second floor is divided into four bed rooms with necessary closets, and a general 
bath room. A circular stairway leads from the corridor on this floor, leads to the third 
story of the tower, which is designed for a museum. The floors of both stories are 
deadened. A water tank of generous proportions is located in the attic, and supplied by 
means of a force pump from the basement, furnishes water to the bath rooms, lavatory 
and kitchen, for ablutionary purposes, and arrangements for hose attachment for fire 
purposes are also provided. 
     
The woodwork of the interior finish is very elaborate and massive throughout, and 
consists exclusively of white walnut and cherry, except for wardrobes, which are fitted 
with red cedar. All the rooms have heavy cornices of those woods. This vast array of 
artistic woodwork is finished with a fine oil polish. Each room is provided with a 
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fireplace, and each fireplace is fitted with a costly mantel, all different in design, and all 
highly artistic. The mantels for the parlor, library and dining room are of highly carved 
black walnut, that of the dining room having beautiful hand-painted facings, representing 
American fruits of various kinds. The facings of the parlor mantel are of Mexican onyx, 
and those of the library, encaustic tiles, representing cosmic scenes from the works of 
Dickens. Besides the fireplaces for heating, the house is provided with a steam boiler of a 
large capacity, located in the cellar and encased in masonry; indirect radiation is the 
method adopted with two or three exceptions, in which case direct radiation is employed. 
  
In the rear of the building and on rising ground, is located a fine spring, and pipes from 
this lead the water into the lavatory in the first story, where it issues forth in a continuous 
stream thus furnishing pure and fresh water at all times, for household purposes.  Nearly 
4,000 feet of flagging are used in making walks around the building, and several flights 
of stone steps, situated at intervals in the walks, give easy access for pedestrians up and 
down the ascent.          
  

  It may be safely asserted that, when finished, this will be a mansion, which, for elegance, 
convenience, and every minutia necessary to comfort, fully equal to any in the State of 
Indiana, and far ahead of any in this locality.3 

 
Thomas Richard (T. R.) Tinsley was the son of noted Irish-born American architect William 
Tinsley.  T. R. was born to William and Mary Tinsley in 1849 and immigrated to the United 
States from Ireland with this parents in 1851.  The family is found in the 1860 census living in 
Covington, Kentucky where his father had established an architect’s office.  The office would 
later be located in Cincinnati. At just sixteen, T.R. was left to conduct his father’s architectural 
business while the elder Tinsley went to Europe for several months in 1865. In a letter William 
Tinsley wrote concerning his practice upon returning from the trip “My business which of course 
suffered during my absence, indeed was at a standstill for Tom to whose care I left the office did 
little or worse, neglected it almost totally.”4  T.R. Tinsley was appointed the superintendent of 
construction of the Ohio State Blind Asylum at Columbus, operating under his father’s firm, in 
1870. He then left his father’s employment and went to Chicago after the Chicago Fire in 1871. 
 
Tinsley returned by the mid-1870s to take over his father’s office, working between Columbus 
and Cincinnati, until about 1881 when he relocated to Kansas City, Missouri. There is some 
blurring between the elder and younger Tinsley when it comes to design credit for some of the 
work produced in the firm during the 1870s. One of the biggest commissions was the Central 
Ohio Lunatic Asylum built in Columbus during the mid-1870s. He also designed the Knox 
County Infirmary in Mt. Vernon, Ohio which was built between 1875 and 1877. T. R. Tinsley 
designed a large brick home in the Gothic Revival style for David Potwin in Mt. Vernon, Ohio 
about the same time. Other projects include the public fountain in Cincinnati and McCormick’s 
Reaper Works when he lived in Chicago. 
 

 
3 A Beautiful Home Connersville Times 27 Sept. 1882 
4 Forbes, pg. 108 
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After moving to Kansas City, T. R. Tinsley was commissioned to design the Cathedral of 
Immaculate Conception in 1882-1883 (part of the Quality Hill National Register District).  The 
building was constructed in the Romanesque style and features a tall central entry tower with 
roof of similar qualities to the Newkirk Mansion.  Tinsley was a founding member of the 
Missouri State Association of Architects and was influential in building code and design in the 
state.  He also published an article in the Inland Architect and Builder entitled “Owner’s 
Influence on Architects”.  The article was a speech he gave at the second annual convention of 
the Missouri State Association of Architects held in Kansas City on January 12, 1886.5  Tinsley 
relocated to 903 W. Wabash Ave., Crawfordsville, Indiana in 1892, joining his brother, Harvey 
Tinsley who lived in the city.  By 1910, T. R. Tinsley was living in Chicago with his family. 
 
Thomas Richard Tinsley died and was buried in South Haven, Michigan in 1917. T.R. Tinsley 
may have been influenced by three folio volumes once owned by his father, donated to Wabash 
College by T.R.’s daughter, Works in Architecture of the Late Robert and James Adam, Esqs., 
published in London in 1822.6 He was most certainly influenced by another book in his library, 
again likely belonging to his father and donated to Wabash College, entitled The Palace of 
Architecture a Romance of Art and History by architect George Wightwick. The book was 
published in Plymouth, England, in 1840 and features an “Anglo-Italian Villa” that seemed to 
influence both William and T.R. Tinsley’s work in Italianate architecture.7 
 
Joseph Marshall, who took over supervision on the Newkirk Mansion when Tinsley moved to 
Kansas City in 1881, was also born in Ireland about 1849.  He is found in the 1870 census of 
Indianapolis, and the 1880 census of Anderson, Indiana with his occupation listed as carpenter.  
Little else can be found concerning Marshall, other than he was married to Ellen McGraw. 
 
 
 
WILLIAM NEWKIRK 
 
William Newkirk’s success as a furniture manufacturer made the style and opulence of his house 
possible.  Newkirk’s furniture manufacturing company, the Indiana Furniture Company, was 
located a few blocks southeast of his home at South First Street and Eastern Avenue (201-203 
Eastern Ave.) and would have easily been visible from the Newkirk Mansion perched on the hill 
above Connersville. None of the Indiana Furniture Company buildings are extant, making the 
Newkirk Mansion the sole survivor of the William Newkirk’s influence in the city. That 
influence sparked other furniture manufacturing to follow in Connersville, including the 
Connersville Furniture Company. A six-story brick manufacturing facility of that company is 
located at 1220 N. Illinois and has been converted to senior apartments. The Newkirk Mansion 
and its fine woodwork is part and parcel to William Newkirk’s achievements and reflect the 
once-prominent role Connersville had in furniture manufacturing in the Midwest. 
 

 
5 Inland Architect and Builder.  Vol VII (1)  Pg. 4 
6 Forbes, pg. 85-86 
7 Forbes, pg. 54 
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William Newkirk, who became a leading industrialist and philanthropist in Connersville, was 
born in 1828 to Jacob and Julia (Burt) Newkirk in the city of Philadelphia.  Jacob Newkirk was a 
hatter in Philadelphia, then moved west to Cincinnati where he was engaged in the hotel 
business.  The Newkirks moved to Fayette County in 1834, first to Connersville, then moving on 
north to Harrisburg where he is listed among its first settlers in 1847.  The elder Newkirks moved 
back to Connersville later in life.  While William Newkirk was a boy, he clerked in the Frybarger 
Store at Connersville and became a notary public by 1853.  He opened his own store in 
Bentonville, then returned to Connersville to open a hardware store named W. Newkirk & Co. by 
1858.  Newkirk sold his interest in the hardware store and began to focus on the development of 
furniture manufacturing in Connersville. 
 
By 1885, Connersville had four large manufacturers engaged in furniture building that employed 
over 560 individuals in the city.  This manufacturing focus began in 1865 when A. C. Cooley, a 
cabinet maker and furniture dealer, and Warren Wanee, a carpenter, formed a partnership to 
build furniture.  The company dissolved in the same year, but a new company formed that year 
with A. C. Cooley joined by George Gregg and William Newkirk.  The company owned a 
factory in which the furniture was manufactured, by the city’s water works plant, and a retail 
store downtown.  The company dissolved in 1869; Newkirk retained ownership of the factory 
and Cooley & Gregg owned the retail shop.  Newkirk formed a partnership with Herman Munk 
and manufactured furniture out of the factory he retained until 1874 when he sold his interest in 
the firm to James E. Roberts.  That company was known as Munk & Roberts Furniture 
Company.  In 1874, Newkirk incorporated the Indiana Furniture Company with J. B. McFarlan, 
John W. Ross, J. M. Wilson, B. F. Claypool, G. C. and F. A. Hanson.  The company started with 
a capital stock of $50,000 and William Newkirk served as president of the board where he “gave 
his whole time to the development of the concern which has meant so much for the industrial 
development of Connserville”8.  Within ten years, the capital stock had increased to $100,000.  
The company constructed a five-story brick building in 1874 and a four-story brick building in 
1876.  Each building was 120 feet by 40 feet.  A third building was constructed in 1878 and by 
1884, had employed 160 men.  On average, 120,000 pieces of furniture were being manufactured 
each year and were exclusively of cherry, ash, and walnut.  The fourth furniture manufacturing 
company was founded in the city in 1882 and was known as the Connersville Furniture 
Manufacturing Company.  It was established by the Roots family. 
 
William Newkirk was asked to deliver a speech to the Business Men’s Banquet in 1895.  His 
speech, entitled “Our Manufacturing Industries” was carried in the Connersville Daily News.  In 
it, Newkirk recounts his entry into furniture manufacturing and the struggles industry had to 
overcome in its early days in Connersville.  He notes in his closing remarks: 
 
  “It will be easier for others to become established now, than when the first ones had their 
 beginning.  It was necessary when I started, to secure from the one railroad we had, a tariff 
 that would list us as a common point….We have gained an honorable position among the 
 dealers of the United States.  The humiliation that some of us experienced twenty-five to 
 thirty years ago is not being repeated.  It was not infrequently that the question ‘Where is 

 
8 Barrows.  Pg. 732 
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 Connersville?’ would be asked.  Our geographical answer should be halfway between 
 Indianapolis and Cincinnati.  I repeat, there is room and we have men and money, and my 
 suggestion is to encourage capital and to enlist, and not to despise the day of small things.”9 
 
A description of the Indiana Furniture Company is found in a January 1901 Connersville Daily 
News article.  It describes William Newkirk as the founder of the furniture industry in 
Connersville.  The company, which is called one of the leading manufacturer’s in the state, had 
products sold to a market in the United States and in foreign countries.  By about 1900, the 
company gave its sole attention to the production of sideboards and buffets made from golden 
and Flemish Oak, with elaborate hand-carved embellishments.  Sample rooms of the company 
were located in Chicago and New York and fifteen full-time salesmen were employed by the 
company.  The company also had a strong market in Mexico and South America.  The plant in 
Connersville occupied about three acres of land and 120,000 square feet of floor room.10  In 
1907, a deal was struck to sell the Indiana Furniture Company to a new piano manufacturing 
company named the Krell Auto-Grand Piano Company. 
 
William Newkirk was a signer for the petition to incorporate Connersville as a city in 1869, and 
was one of the founding fathers of Connerville’s Commercial Club.  Newkirk was also one of the 
organizers of the Fayette Banking Company (later Fayette National Bank) when it formed in 
1892.  William Newkirk was a strong supporter of the local Methodist Episcopal Church where 
committed a $1000 subscription to build a new church in 1889.  He was elected a delegate to the 
denomination conference multiple years.  He was also a supporter of DePauw University where 
he served as president of the board of trustees.  Newkirk was married three times; his first two 
wives died young and without children.  He married Ida McIntosh in June 1882, while the 
Newkirk Mansion was nearing completion.  They had two children, Elizabeth (Houghton) and 
Helen (McFarlan).  William Newkirk died while wintering in Daytona, Florida, on December 9, 
1911.  His obituary stated that due to Newkirk’s resistance to move his manufacturing to other 
cities who had been soliciting him, “the consequences have been so far reaching that many, who 
remember that time, do not hesitate to ascribe to Mr. Newkirk a major share in the credit which 
this city deserves for its industrial achievements.”11  His civic achievements were also noted: 
“He was a pillar to the financial and commercial fabric of this community, and was likewise a 
potent force in the social and religious tenor of its history.”12  Mrs. Ida Newkirk continued to live 
in the mansion with her daughter, Elizabeth’s family, until her death in 1933.  Mrs. Newkirk was 
responsible for the c. 1912 renovations to the home which included adding apartments. 
 
 
 
Developmental History/Additional historic context information 
 
 
 

 
9 Mr. Wm. Newkirk Speaks, Connersville Daily News 17 Jan. 1895 
10 A Notable Industry, Connersville Daily News 16 Jan. 1901 
11 Death has Called Mr. Newkirk  Connersville Evening News 9 Dec. 1911 
12 Death has Called Mr. Newkirk  Connersville Evening News 9 Dec. 1911 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 041-131-26730-31 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property 2.88 acres 
 
 
 
Use the UTM system 
 
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

 x 
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1. Zone: 16 Easting: 659157  Northing: 4389556  
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
Begin at a point approximately 280’ northeast of the intersection of State Road 44 (West 3rd 
Street) and Western Avenue, at the west point of the intersection of Burton Lane and Western 
Avenue.  Face southwest from the northeast corner and continue in a line with the west side 
of Western Avenue approximately 140’ to the southeast corner of the property, then turn 
northwest and continue in a line 140’, then turn due west and continue in a line 45’.  Turn 
northwest and continue in a line 105’, then turn due south and continue in a line 60’.  Turn 
slightly northwest and continue in a line 280’, then turn due north and follow the west 
property line 215’ to the northwest property corner.  Turn due east and follow the north 
property line 275’, then turn southeast and follow the property line 380’ to the west side of 
Western Avenue, or the place of beginning.  The north boundary of the property is bordered 
by Burton Lane, an unimproved public right of way of Connersville. Refer also to the 
attached scale map. 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

 The property boundaries include all of the features that were part of the Newkirk Mansion 
 development in 1880-1882.  While William Newkirk owned additional land to the south 
 fronting Western Avenue that was subdivided and sold (313 Western Ave., approx. one-third 
 acre), the significance of the house and property features are not diminished by the reduced 
 area of the mansion estate. 
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telephone:   574-936-0613 
date:    April 8, 2020 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

 
•  
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must 
be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the 
photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Newkirk Mansion  
 
City or Vicinity:  Connersville 
 
County:   Fayette  State: Indiana 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed: March 21, 2020 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Front façade, looking west from the driveway 
 
1 of 27. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest at the house from the driveway 
 
2 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest at the house from the driveway and stone steps 
 
3 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast at the house from the back driveway 
 
4 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at the house from the driveway 
 
5 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest at the front of the carriage house 
 
6 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at the back of the carriage house 
 
7 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest at the staircase in the central hall 
 
8 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking west at the back of the central hall 
 
9 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest in the south parlor 
 
10 of 27. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast at the fireplace in the library 
 
11 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest in the informal dining room 
 
12 of 27. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast in the north parlor 
 
13 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest in the north parlor 
 
14 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in the dining room 
 
15 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest in the dining room 
 
16 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest in the north section’s first floor (main room) 
 
17 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest in the kitchen 
 
18 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south in the enclosed porch/former arcaded porch 
 
19 of 27. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking east in the second floor hall 
 
20 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking west in the second floor hall 
 
21 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in the front room of the master suite 
 
22 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in the back room of the master suite 
 
23 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in the east bedroom 
 
24 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in the west bedroom 
 
25 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast (and up) in the tower’s third floor 
 
26 of 27. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast in the attic (tower on the left) 
 
27 of 27. 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
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Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 







 





 

Photo 0001, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN  

 

Photo 0003, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 

 



 

Photo 0004, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 

 

Photo 0005, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 



 

Photo 0006, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 

 

Photo 0008, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 



 

Photo 0010, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 

 

 

Photo 0015, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 



 

Photo 0019, Newkirk Mansion, Fayette Co., IN 
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