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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  Maple Grove Campground 
Other names/site number: Maple Grove Camp 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      N/A 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: 6685 County Road 585 West 
City or town: Huntingburg State: IN   County: Dubois 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this  x nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  x  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           x local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
X A             ___B           x C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
Indiana DNR-Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

x  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 
 

x
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

x
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
14   0  buildings 

 
1   0  sites 
 
2   1  structures  
 
0   0  objects 
 
17   1  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 RELIGION:  religious facility 
 DOMESTIC:  camp 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE:  auditorium 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE:  outdoor recreation 
 FUNERARY:  cemetery 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 RELIGION:  religious facility 
 DOMESTIC:  camp 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE:  auditorium 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE:  outdoor recreation 
 FUNERARY:  cemetery
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
  
 LATE VICTORIAN:  Gothic 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
foundation:  CONCRETE 
walls:   WOOD:  weatherboard 
   CONCRETE 
roof:   ASPHALT 
other:   METAL 
   ________________________ 
 

 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
Maple Grove Campground was established for religious meetings in 1843.  Over time, simple 
log structures gave way to more permanent buildings.  The 17-acre wooded site is arranged with 
a long, horseshoe-shaped gravel drive that connects camp buildings.  A total of 14 contributing 
buildings remain today. These include a Gothic church (1880) at the south end, several cabins 
constructed in the 1940s-1950s, and a large dining hall built in 1947 near the center of the camp.  
Most of the buildings are vernacular in nature and covered with wood siding.  A small graveyard, 
a contributing site, was established on the property and is located near the center of the camp’s 
west side.  Other buildings that supported the camp, like a snack shop, nurses’ station, and 
maintenance buildings are also located in the camp, as are recreational structures like a 
playground and basketball court.  The campground’s German heritage is evident in the name of 
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the church and in inscriptions in gravestones. An outdoor stage, built in 1985, is the sole non-
contributing structure and resource. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Maple Grove Campground is a 17-acre wooded site southwest of Huntingburg.  The site has a 
rolling nature to it with a natural ravine and seasonal waterway that flows south-to-north near the 
center of the property.  Another natural ravine and seasonal waterway are along the west edge of 
the property in a more heavily wooded area; it flows north-to-south.  Some agricultural land is 
located north and south of the property.  A few residences are located on the east side of the 
county road which forms the east boundary of the property.  The property abuts a forested area 
on its west side.  A long horseshoe-shaped gravel drive enters the camp near the south end, just 
north of the church, then extends to the west before curving north, then curving east to enter the 
road near the north end of the camp.  Due to the terrain, some of the buildings are constructed 
into hillsides which allow for walk-out basements.  Wildflowers, particularly spring flowers, are 
abundant on the site and along the ravines.  Many of the trees were planted on the site and have 
reached considerable size given their age.  A few trees were planted in memory of camp-goers in 
the southwest corner of the site. 
 
There are two primary buildings on the site:  the church (photo 0002), which is located in the 
southeast corner, and the dining hall (photo 0019, sometimes called the worship center), which is 
located near the center of the camp just off the county road.  A snack shop and nurses’ station is 
between the drive and church, near the road (left side of photo 0001).  Four cabins are located on 
both sides of the campground drive in the northwest corner of the property (photos 0014, 0016).  
Two maintenance buildings are also located in the northwest corner of the property (photo 0015).  
Two sets of toilet rooms (photo 0007) and a playground (photo 0011) are along the west edge of 
the property on the ridge of the ravine.  A basketball court is at the north end of the property, on 
the north side of the drive.  A small cemetery is located near the center of the property, along the 
west ridge (photos 0008-0010).  A modern building, considered the only non-contributing 
resource (photo 0018), functions as an outdoor stage in an area known as “the grove” which was 
historically used for outdoor services between the church and dining hall. 
 
Though not considered part of the resource count, a few remnant structures should be noted.  The 
foundation to a former maintenance building north of the maintenance shop is extant.  A few 
well pumps, some modern, and concrete cap for a former well are west of the church.  A set of 
concrete steps that went to a dormitory building (called the Condo Lodge, no longer extant) 
southwest of the church also remain.  Two notable losses of buildings on the site include the old 
tabernacle, which was similar in its construction (open expanse-pole building) to the dining hall 
and located west of the church, and the U-shaped network of cabins that formed the perimeter of 
the outdoor services area where the modern stage building is now located.  There are two 
contributing structures (playground and basketball court), one contributing site (cemetery), and 
fourteen contributing buildings.  A list of the extant resources follows with descriptions of 
exteriors, and both exteriors and interiors of the two primary buildings. 
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Maple Grove Cemetery.  Established 1843-1957.  Contributing Site 
Photos 0008-0011 
A graveyard was established along the west ridge at the beginning of the camp in 1843.  The 
graveyard is approximately 100’ square and contains roughly seven rows of graves, extending 
north-to-south, and facing east.  There are approximately 100 interments in the graveyard, 
though some of the older graves may be unmarked.  The gravestones range from small white 
marble stones with single names to larger granite stones with the names of husband and wife.  
Several of the gravestones are square pillar-style stones with tops carved into pointed arches.  
Other carvings are common in funerary art, such as gates, Bibles, clasped hands, roses, lambs, 
and weeping willow trees.  The most significant feature of the carvings is the use of German on a 
large number of the stones which is reflective of the heritage of many of those interred (see 
photo 0009).  The cemetery has a commemorative stone in the front which is carved with the 
name of the cemetery and the date it was established (seen in photo 0008).  The cemetery was 
historically enclosed with cedar posts and pickets, but is now bounded by a modern chain link 
fence. 
 
Salem Kirche (Salem Church).  Gothic Revival, 1880.  Contributing 
Photos 0002-0005 
The gable-front building is located in the southeast corner of the camp.  It features a brick 
foundation and clapboards on its walls.  The building is about 32’ wide by 46’ long with a 
modern full-width addition on the back (c. 1985, south end) of the building that extends south 
about thirteen feet (seen in the right side of photo 0003).  The addition also features a brick 
foundation and clapboards.  The building has a tall skirt board and thin corner boards that 
simulate pilasters on the corners of the original building.  The building has a tall cornice board 
and pairs of carved brackets at the top of the walls and rake of the gables.  Cornice returns, 
supported by two pairs of brackets, are on the gable walls.  The roof of both the church and 
addition are covered in modern metal. 
 
The front (north) façade features two four-panel wood doors with Gothic-arched wood transoms 
(photo 0002).  The doors are located in each end of the façade and feature stone steps.  The 
transom is divided by lancet mullions into six lites.  The hood over the transom features a 
keystone and simple molded top.  A full-round arched wood sign is centered in the front gable.  
It features the name of the church in German “Salems Kirche Evangelische Gemeinschaft 1880.”  
A bell tower is located at the front of the gabled roof, centered on the ridge.  The bell tower has a 
square base covered with vertical wood planks.  The belfry is octagonal and features Gothic-
arched louvered openings.  The steeply-pitched roof of the belfry is covered with metal. 
 
The east and west facades are mirrored (see photo 0003).  The facades feature three metal vents 
in the brick foundation under the church and four tall double-hung wood windows with Gothic 
arches.  The bottom sash is composed of nine lites and the top sash has six lites with an 
additional six lites that are formed from mullions in a lancet pattern.  The window hoods match 
those of the transoms over the entry doors with a keystone and molded top.  The south end of the 
facades feature the addition which has matching brick foundation with a metal vent and a 6/6 
vinyl window.  Pairs of brackets are on the cornice board at the top of the addition’s wall. 
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The back (south) façade is dominated by the addition which features a full-width porch of brick 
and concrete floor (right side of photo 0003).  The porch has a vinyl picket railing and a 
handicap ramp that extends north along the side of the church.  The addition has a toilet room 
door flanked by classroom doors near the middle of the wall.  The doors are steel and the 
classroom doors have a window in the top.  The addition features a gable wall with brackets that 
match the south wall of the original church which rises up behind the addition.  A wood cross is 
fixed to the top of the addition’s gable wall. 
 
The church’s interior is composed of one large room, the sanctuary, with nine rows of wood 
pews that seat up to 150 people.  The building has side aisles and a raised platform centered in 
the south end of the building (left side of photo 0005).  The pews between the aisles are divided 
down the middle by a solid board.  The ends of the pews are simple, rectangular panels (see 
photo 0004).  A wainscot of beaded boards with a chair rail is around the perimeter of the 
sanctuary; it steps up with the raised platform on the south wall.  The entry doors and transoms 
have simple arched wood trim.  The windows have simple wood trim but are capped with 
pediment-shaped header molding.  A wood spandrel panel with molding around window sashes 
forms a rectangular window opening for each arched window. The floors are poplar and the 
walls and ceiling are plastered.  Four wood posts are centered in the north wall of the sanctuary 
and support the bell tower.  A wood ladder mounted to the wall is centered between the back 
posts.  The raised platform features a low wood railing with turned posts and curved outside 
corners.  An impressive brass light fixture (original to when the building was electrified) is 
suspended from the center of the ceiling and features multiple arms with glass shades.  The 
addition is composed of a bathroom and furnace room in the middle flanked by Sunday School 
classrooms.  The rooms have vinyl floors and drywall on the walls and ceilings. 
 
Dining Hall (Worship Center).  1947.  Contributing 
Photos 0019-0025 
The large cross-gabled building has a T-shaped plan built into the side of a hill to allow a walk-
out basement on its north side (photo 0020).  The building is near the center of the camp on its 
east side near the road.  The basement walls are concrete block.  The walls are covered with 
vinyl siding, though it is installed over the original clapboards.  The building has rows of modern 
1/1 vinyl windows.  The building has a monitor roof with exposed rafter tails and screens over 
the clerestory openings of the monitor walls.  The gables face north and south (sides) and east 
(back).  The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 
 
The front (west) façade features a concrete porch centered in the façade with a gabled roof 
supported by wood posts with chamfered corners (photo 0019).  Concrete steps lead from the 
porch to the west.  The entry door is centered in the back of the porch and is composed of wood 
planks.  Rows of three windows flank the entry.  Two rows of three windows are north of the 
porch and three rows of three windows are south of the porch.  Two metal windows, divided into 
two lites, are in the exposed basement wall at the north end of the west façade. 
 
The north façade features wood plank bathroom doors in each end in the walk-out basement 
level (right side of photo 0020).   Two metal windows, divided into two lites, are centered in the 
basement wall.  Four rows of three windows are in the first floor; three are centered in the wall 
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and one is in the west end.  A 6/6 wood window is centered high in the gable.  No openings are 
in the north wall of the east-facing gabled section of the T.  The south façade features four rows 
of three windows and a five panel wood door with screen door is in the east end (right side of 
photo 0022).  A 6/6 wood window is centered high in the gable.  A row of three windows is in 
the east end of the south wall of the east-facing gabled section of the T. 
 
The east façade is the east-facing gabled section of the T plan (photo 0021).  This section is off-
set to the south.  The facade features a row of three windows centered in the wall and a wood 
plank door with screen door in its south end.  A 6/6 wood window is centered high in the gable.  
No windows are in the east wall of the south-facing gabled section of the T.  Two 1/1 wood 
windows are in the east wall of the north-facing gabled section of the T. 
 
Most of the interior of the building is a large space with exposed unfinished wood posts, trusses, 
studs, and rafters (photos 0023-0025).  The floor is concrete, except where the basement is under 
the first floor, then it is wood.   There is no ceiling; the open underside of the roof structure is 
raked with the slope of the roof.  Long, narrow screened openings are near the top of the raked 
ceiling where the monitor roof forms a short wall.  The east-facing gabled section includes a 
storage room and walk-in cooler in its southeast corner (right background of photo 0023).  A 
kitchen and food preparation space is centered in the section; they are divided from each other by 
a wall of cabinetry (background of photo 0023).  Men’s and women’s toilet rooms were installed 
in the 1970s in the northeast corner of this section.  They have a privacy wall built in front (to the 
west of) the doors.  The bathroom and privacy walls are covered with paneling.  The building 
can seat up to 300 people. 
 
Snack Shack, 1939.  Contributing 
Left side of photo 0001, right side of photo 0006 
The small side-gabled building measures approximately 18’ x 12’ and rests on concrete blocks.  
The walls are covered with tongue-and-groove, horizontally-applied, wood planks.  Each wall 
features full-length serving counters that are hinged to fold up and close the openings in the 
walls.  Boards with chamfered edges are attached to the fold-up counters and provide support 
when they are opened.  A door composed of wood planks is centered in the front (east) wall and 
is flanked by counters (shown in photo 0006).  Each gable features a wood window divided into 
six lites with simple trim boards.  The building has wide-overhanging eaves and exposed rafter 
tails.  The roof is covered with galvanized metal. When in use, the building’s perimeter can be 
opened to serve guests from several sides at once and ventilate the interior. 
 
Nurses’ Station, c. 1940.  Contributing 
Middle of photo 0001, left side of photo 0006 
The small front-gabled building measures approximately 18’ x 12’ and has a concrete 
foundation.  The walls are covered with narrow tongue-and-groove, horizontally-applied, siding 
(or car siding).  The building features five-panel wood doors and small wood windows divided 
into four lites.  The front (east) façade’s entry door is centered in the façade.  The north and 
south facades are mirrored with a door in their east end and a window in their west end (the front 
and south facades are shown in photo 0006).  The back (west) façade features two windows and 
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a wood cross mounted to the wall.  The roof has exposed rafter tails and is covered with asphalt 
shingles.  The building was a nurse’s station but now functions as a small museum for the camp. 
 
Brown Cabin (former Nurses’ Station), c. 1945.  Contributing 
Photo 0017, background of photo 0016 
The side-gabled cabin is approximately 16’ x 20’ and is built into the hillside which allows for a 
walk-out lower level in its back half.  The building’s walls are composed of concrete block to 
approximately three feet, then concrete composite shingles to the top of the walls.  The building 
has wood windows divided into two lites with simple wood trim.  The roof has exposed rafter 
tails and is covered with galvanized corrugated metal.  A brick chimney is centered in the roof. 
 
The front (west) façade features a wood two-panel door in its south end (left side of photo 0017).  
The door has a window divided into two lites in the top.  A concrete stoop is in front of the door 
and a pent roof covered with metal is above the door.  A window is north of the door.  The north 
façade features two two-lite windows on the first floor and a large wood window divided into 
four lites in the basement on the east side of the facade.  A small wood window divided into two 
lites is in the gable.  The south façade (right side of photo 0017) features three wood windows 
divided into two-lites in the first floor.  A two-panel wood door with window it the top is in the 
basement level on the east side of the façade.  A small wood window divided into two lites is in 
the gable.  The back (east) façade features two two-lite windows on the first floor and two large 
wood windows divided into six-lites in the basement.  The cabin once functioned as the nurses’ 
station for the camp but was converted for living quarters.  It has a tri-level configuration with a 
bunk loft and can sleep 10 people. 
 
St. James Cabin, c. 1950.  Contributing 
Photo 0016 
The side-gabled building is approximately 32’ x 26’ and is built into the hillside which allows for 
an exposed basement level in its back half.  The building’s walls are composed of concrete block 
to approximately three feet, then car siding installed vertically to the top of the walls.  The 
building has modern metal sliding windows divided into two lites.  The building has wide-
overhanging eaves, exposed rafter tails, and the roof is covered with galvanized metal.  A brick 
chimney is centered in the roof. 
 
The front façade (facing northwest, shown in photo 0016) features a modern steel door with a 
window in the top.  It is flanked by two pairs of windows.  The side-gabled walls are mirrored 
and feature a window in the west half (first floor) and a window in the east half (raised on the 
first floor).  A hatch, hinged at the top and composed of car siding, is in the east end of the 
basement level.  The back (east) façade features two pairs of windows on the first floor and two 
hatches, hinged at the top and composed of car siding, in the basement level.  The building 
functions as living quarters for camp patrons with a tri-level configuration with sleeping loft.  It 
has a small central common hall and can sleep up to 28 people. 
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Hardy Cabin, c. 1945.  Contributing 
Photo 0012, middle/background of photo 0014 
The side-gabled cabin is approximately 16’ x 12’ with an addition, approximately 12’ x 9’, 
centered on the back wall.  The building has a raised basement of concrete block and the walls 
are covered with clapboards.  The cabin features 6/6 wood windows.  The building has a saltbox-
style roof covered with corrugated metal.  The front (east) façade features an entry door 
composed of wood planks and a simple shed roof extension of the main roof over the door.  
Flanking the door are 6/6 windows.  A 6/6 window is centered in the north and south facades of 
the front part of the house and a row of three windows, each with six lites, in the back addition.  
The back (west) façade is dominated by the addition which features a pent roof extension of the 
main roof with exposed rafter tails.  A door composed of wood planks is centered in the façade 
and is flanked by wood windows divided into six lites.  Concrete steps lead to the door.  The 
cabin was constructed as living quarters for three sisters, with the last name of Hardy, who 
preached at the camp:  Bertha, Elva, and Treasie Hardy. 
 
Elshoff Cabin, c. 1950.  Contributing 
Photo 0013, left side of photo 0014 
The side-gabled building is approximately 40’ x 20’ and its walls are composed of concrete 
block.  The building has long wood hatches with wood lintels in its walls.  They are hinged at the 
top and composed of tongue-and-groove planks.  The gable walls are covered with Insul-brick 
diamond-shaped green shingles.  The roof has wide-overhanging eaves, exposed rafter tails, and 
is covered with metal.  The front (east) façade features a concrete stoop and two-panel wood 
door in the north half of the façade.  A pent roof extension of the main roof is supported by pipe 
columns on the outside corners of the stoop.  A hatch-covered opening is north of the door and 
two hatch-covered openings are south of the door.  The north and south gabled walls feature two 
hatched-covered openings.  The back (west) façade features two hatch-covered openings in its 
south half and a hatch-covered opening in its north end.  The building functions as living 
quarters with a central hall and can sleep up to 24 people. 
 
Maintenance Garage “Hassle Castle”, c. 1945.  Contributing 
Right side of photo 0014 
A front-gabled garage, approximately 16’ x 20’, is located near the north end of the camp.  It has 
concrete block walls to approximately three feet and metal siding to the top of the walls.  The 
building’s roof has exposed rafter tails and is covered by corrugated metal.  The front (east) 
façade features a large pair of hinged doors in its north half.  A 1/1 wood window is in the east 
end of the south façade.  A three-panel wood door with a window in the top divided into three 
lites is centered in the back (west) façade.  There are no openings in the north façade.  The 
building is used for storage for the camp. 
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Maintenance Shop, c. 1945.  Contributing 
Photo 0015 
The one-and-a-half story, side-gabled building has walls composed of concrete block and the 
gable walls are covered with concrete composite shingles.  The building is approximately 20’ x 
16’.  The front (east) façade features a four-panel wood door centered on the façade.  A hatch-
covered opening is north of the door.  The hatch is hinged at the top and is composed of tongue-
and-groove planks.  Concrete blocks turned on their sides to allow for venting the loft of the 
building are at the top of the front and back walls.  The south and north facades are identical and 
feature a hatched-covered opening on the first floor and a short window divided into two lites in 
the gable.  The back (west) façade features a four-panel wood door in the south end and a wide 
hatch-covered opening in the north half.  The building functioned as a workshop for maintenance 
on the camp. 
 
Toilet Sheds (two sets of men’s and women’s), c. 1950.  Contributing 
Photo 0007-south set of toilet sheds 
There are two sets of men’s and women’s toilet sheds, or vault toilets, which are located along 
the west ridge of the camp.  One set is located near its south end and the other set is located 
nearer the north end.  Each building is approximately 8’ x 9’ and is constructed of concrete 
block.  The buildings had a screen door in one of their narrower walls.  The buildings have a 
shed roof with screens that cover openings created from the slope of the roof above the concrete 
block walls.  The roof is covered with galvanized corrugated metal. 
 
Playground, c. 1955.  Contributing Structure 
Photo 0011 
A playground area is along the west ridge of the camp.  It features metal playground equipment 
that include a three-bay swing set (two swings in each bay), a tall slide, and a two-bay teeter-
totter (two planks in each bay).  Horseshoe-pitching runs and a volleyball court is just north of 
the historic playground equipment. 
 
Basketball Court, c. 1955.  Contributing Structure 
A concrete basketball half-court is in the northeast corner of the camp.  It has a metal post that 
supports a fiberglass basketball backboard and metal rim with net.  The post is old (of an 
indeterminate age) but the goal is more recent. Wood benches are on the east and west sides of 
the court. A half-court has existed at this location since about 1955. 
 
Outdoor Stage, c. 1985.  Non-contributing (structure) 
Photo 0018 
A modern outdoor stage, approximately 18’ x 13’ is located in the area where outdoor services 
were historically held.  It is located south of the dining hall (worship center) and faces south 
toward the church.  The building is constructed on wood posts with a raised floor.  The walls are 
covered with plywood and the shed-style roof (with high end on the south/front façade) is 
covered with asphalt shingles.  The front façade features a pair of large, full-width doors hinged 
to open outward.  A steel door is located in the north end of the east façade.  The building is used 
as a stage/platform to hold outdoor services. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 

X
 
  

X
 
  

 
  

 

X
 
  

 
  

 
  

x 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE 
RELIGION 
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1843-1957 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1880  
 1947 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person (last name, first name) 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder (last name, first name) 
  
  
 ___________________ 
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Period of Significance (justification) 
 
The period of significance begins in 1843 and concludes in 1957.  These dates most relate to the 
graveyard on the property, which was established the same year the camp was established in 
1843 and concludes with the latest interment, 1957.  The earliest gravestone is dated 1845, 
however records indicate burials prior to that date.  All of the camp’s contributing resources were 
constructed during this period, including the recreational sites included in the nomination which 
were built about 1955.  Therefore, 1957, the date of the last interment, concludes the primary 
development and use of the camp in its full capacity.  Two dates are of significance because of 
the size of the undertaking of construction of the resources.  The Salem Kirche (church) was 
constructed in 1880 and has been used since that time for religious services at the camp.  The 
large dining hall was built in 1947 and was the last large development in the camp. 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
 
Consideration A is addressed due to Maple Grove Campground’s use for religious purposes.  
The camp was owned by Huntingburg United Methodist Church until 2019 when it transferred to 
a private non-profit organization known as Historic Maple Grove Foundation.  The camp has 
been home to religious services and extended camp meeting use since its founding in 1843.  The 
camp is significant for its rarity and age as a religious camp and features buildings, such as 
cabins and dining hall, which are particular to its specific function as a religious camp.  The 
historic church also supports the camp’s significance as a place for religious services. 
 
Consideration D is addressed due to the inclusion of a cemetery in the campground.  The 
cemetery was established in the same year the property was purchased for a campground.  Many 
of those interred at the cemetery had a relationship to the camp and church, similar to a church 
graveyard, where members of the congregation desired to be buried near their church.  Because 
of the association of the cemetery to the campground, it provides important context to Maple 
Grove Campground and therefore is included in the nomination. 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
Maple Grove Campground is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criterion 
A/religion and entertainment/recreation.  The religious camp meeting was a particularly 
American-Protestant expression of the Second Great Awakening. Maple Grove Campground is 
an early example of camps established by religious organizations for the use of gathering people 
from a broader region to hold extended religious programs.  The use of cabins for living quarters 
and a large dining hall to accommodate camp-goers demonstrates this type of development.  The 
camp is also eligible under criterion C/architecture because of building types, particularly related 
to the folk-built cabins and unusual dining hall.  The church on the property is a good example of 
folk-Gothic architecture with its lancet windows and octagonal belfry and underscores the 
religious origins of the camp. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
RELIGION & ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION 
 
Maple Grove Campground served dual purposes for people who wanted to have a place of retreat 
and relaxation with a focus on the development of their personal spiritual condition.  Camps such 
as Maple Grove became important to religious denominations for regional gatherings during the 
mid-1800s through the middle-1900s.  Religious fervor and a call to spiritual awakening in the 
early to mid-19th century resulted in annual “camp meetings” of daily sermons, Bible studies, 
and singing of hymns.  This resurgence of spirituality, called the Second Great Awakening, was 
focused on evangelism, and brining religion to people by way of circuit rider pastors or outdoor 
meetings. Some groups chose a permanent site for camp meetings, institutionalizing the concept. 
Religious camps offered an opportunity to step away from farm duties or urban life for patrons 
who stayed in cabins, typically built in a wooded lot. Attendees could relax. Recreational 
opportunities were integrated with religious services and communal dining. 
 
This concept of a camp meeting place for religious purposes was part of the original purchasers’ 
intent when a forty-acre parcel was secured from the United States Government in 1843.  
Gerhardt Niehaus and Gerhardt Koch, members of the religious denomination known at that time 
as the Evangelical Association, purchased the wooded property for $50.00.  Shortly after they 
purchased the property, they constructed a log church and established a graveyard for members 
of the newly-established congregation.  The Niehaus and Koch families were part of an original 
class of 20 converts established near Huntingburg between 1840 and 1843, led by Jacob 
Trometer.  In May 1843, other pastors were sent to the class near Huntingburg where they met in 
Niehaus’ house west of town.  By the end of 1843, the class had increased its numbers which led 
to the purchase of property for a church and cemetery.  Family names, all German in origin, that 
were part of this early congregation included Wiethaup, Koch, Wesseler, Niehaus, Katterhenry, 
Steffen, Kuhlmeyer, Duffendach, Ott, Schwartz, Hemmer, and Elshof.  Many of these family 
names are included in the cemetery’s roster of those interred (photo 0008).  Most of these were 
converts from the original missionary, Jacob Trotmeter, dispatched to the region in 1840.  In 
1844, it was noted that there were two classes being held in the region around Huntingburg, each 
with about 20 members, and that a campground of 40 acres known as Maple Grove had been 
purchased in 1843.1  The campground was reduced in size to about 17 acres by about 1920. 
 
The original church was built in 1845 and was 30’ wide and 40’ long and stood just southeast of 
the cemetery.  The log church was dedicated September 14, 1845, an occasion that resulted in a 
number of conversions.  The church and congregation of Maple Grove was known as the Salem 
Church, or Kirche, given the German-speaking members of the congregation.  The first camp 
meeting was held for members of the Evangelical Association beginning August 12, 1847.  
Bishop Joseph Long of the Evangelical Association was present and described the scene: “The 

 
1 Baumgartner pg. 120 
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pulpit stand is well arranged with seats for the people in front of it.  The 22 uniform log-huts 
were built close to each other on three sides of the meeting place, in straight rows. The ground 
was lighted up at night with campfires which gave it a heavenly appearance, and was awe-
inspiring…..The people took an active part in singing, praying and working at the altar with 
penitents.”2  A “fire-altar” was made on top of posts which were kept burning for congregants.  
A “Watch Night” was held on December 31, 1847 to focus attendees on renewing their faith as 
they entered into the New Year. 
 
Camp meetings were held annually in August.  In the early days of the camp, attendees walked 
from towns in southwest Indiana including Evansville, Warrenton, and Rockport in order to 
attend services during the week.  Small log cabins with simple shed roofs were constructed for 
early attendees and depending on the size of the congregation assembled, services were held 
either in the log church or outdoors.  The layout of the early cabins was organized along the high 
ground nearer the log church.  In 1853, the following members were recognized at Salem 
Church:  F. and Christina Sunderman; William, Christina, and Elizabeth Katterhenry; Herman, 
Christian, and Elizabeth Elshoff; Peter and Fredericka Mangels; Fredericka Hemmer; and Henry 
Sunderman.  Many of these members and their family names are represented in Maple Grove 
Cemetery.  A parsonage was added for the pastor (Phillip Bretsch) of Salem Church in 1856; in 
this year it was noted that “Distraction of mind and prevailing moral darkness militated against 
success in the camp-meeting.”3  With the growth of the Evangelical Association’s membership 
in the area, a church building was constructed in Huntingburg, but both congregations used 
Maple Grove for annual and special meetings. 
 
Maple Grove received a new church building in 1880 when Gerhardt Koch, one of the 
originators of the land purchase, led the community in the construction of the existing frame 
church at the south end of the camp (photos 0002-0005).  The church was dedicated on August 8, 
1880 and cost about $1600 to build.  The building is simple, 32’ wide by 46’ long, with dual 
entrances at the front, wood lancet windows, and a tall belfry with steeple.  A year later, a two-
story frame parsonage was built at the camp at a cost of $1075.  In 1883, a Woman’s Missionary 
Society was organized on the last day of camp meeting; it had 43 charter members.  The 
Evangelical Association’s district conference session was held at the camp in 1886.  Between 
1889 and 1896, no meetings were held at the camp, however, the association began annual 
meetings again in 1897.  At the camp meeting held in 1900, “25 penitents came to the altar and 
nearly all were gloriously saved.  The shouts of God’s people filled the air with thanksgiving.  
Bishop S. C. Breyfogel preached the fourth and fifth nights with power and effect.”4  Regular 
Sunday services were held at the church until 1920-1921 when the congregation merged with its 
sister church in Huntingburg (Emmanuel Evangelical United Brethren Church). 
 
The construction of the new church guided not only the general appearance of buildings that 
followed, it was also foundational to the organization of the camp when more permanent cabins 
and other buildings were constructed at the camp beginning about 1900.  The church became the 

 
2 Baumgartner pg. 120 
3 Baumgartner pg. 120 
4 Baumgartner pg. 122 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Maple Grove Campground  Dubois County, IN 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 9-end  page 17 
 

south focal point of a U-shaped row of 40 one-and-a-half story frame cabins, white-washed, in a 
grove of maple trees north of the church.  The gable-front cabins were built two feet apart and 
had a regimented appearance around the grove.  The open area of the U, 300 feet long by 200 
feet wide, served as a natural outdoor amphitheater due to its natural slope from the preacher’s 
stand to the white-washed church in the distant background.  This is the location of the modern 
stage today and is an area traditionally known as “the grove” (photo 0018).  Rows of sugar maple 
trees were planted in this informal quadrangle (as it was sometimes called) to provide shade for 
wood benches that were brought out to the grove during camp meetings.  The area was first lit 
with oil lamps strung from the trees, then strands of electric bulbs came later. 
 
The three-story Campground Hotel stood off to the side of the church.  A newspaper account in 
1902 stated that about 3000 or more people had attended the annual meeting of the Louisville 
District of the Evangelical Association at Maple Grove Campground.  It described the camp as 
being well-equipped for such a meeting with 28 permanent cabins, some two-stories tall, and 
tents with wood poles available for patrons.  The meetings were described as embracing “some 
of the features of a Chautauqua and all those of an old-fashioned camp meeting.”5 
 
During the early 1900s, camp meetings were also used to raise funds to extend missions work of 
the Evangelical Association.  In 1913, $551.00 was raised toward founding the Linwood Avenue 
Mission Church in Evansville.  But the main purpose of camp meetings continued to be a focus 
on one’s personal spiritual condition and oftentimes the success of the camp meeting was tied to 
the number of conversions that occurred during that week of services.  In 1922, it was said that 
over a thousand people took part in the closing programs of that year’s camp meeting.6  During 
Indiana Governor Edward Jackson’s term in office (1925-1929), he spoke at a Maple Grove 
camp meeting and delivered a speech entitled “Greater Things Shall We Do.”  Unfortunately, 
none of the buildings that date to this period of growth in the 1900s-1920s at the camp are extant.  
It would not be until the late 1930s-1940s that a new wave of building construction would take 
place at Maple Grove Campground. 
 
The year 1937 was an important one for Maple Grove Campground.  The Indiana Conference of 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, the new name of the Evangelical Association, began 
using the camp for their annual conferences and youth camps.  This required the development of 
several large structures at the camp including the tabernacle building in 1939 and dining hall in 
1947 (photo 0022).  Two other smaller buildings were constructed at this time, the nurses’ 
station and snack shop just northeast of the church (photo 0006).  All of the buildings continued 
the theme of white-washed clapboard and gabled roofs and had very specific functional uses for 
the camp.  The tabernacle was placed near the location of the original log church, southeast of 
the cemetery.  The dining hall took advantage of the hillside into which it was built and included 
showers and restrooms in the basement of the hall (photo 0020).  It was located just north of the 
U-shaped row of cabins.  Both the tabernacle and dining hall were built with large, expansive 
indoor spaces sheltered by large, open to the rafters ceilings that featured screened monitor walls 
for ventilation during the camp days of summer (photo 0025).  Due to food and gas rationing 

 
5 Jasper Herald 22 August 1902 
6 A History of the United Methodist Church in Huntingburg.  pg.5 
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during World War II, camp meetings were suspended for most of the years between 1942 and 
1945. 
 
Beginning in 1946, and continuing through 1968, Maple Grove Campground was used by the 
Indiana South Conference of the newly-merged Evangelical United Brethren Church as a multi-
purpose campground and conference center.  Annual camp meetings continued into the mid-
1960s.  During this time, additional buildings were required for patrons.  Five cabins were 
constructed by area congregations in the northwest corner of the camp during the 1950s.  These 
include the Brown Cabin, Hardy Cabin, Washington Lodge (now Elshoff Cabin), and St. James 
Cabin (only four remain, see photos 0012-0013, 0016).  Toilet sheds and two maintenance 
buildings were also constructed during this time (photos 0007, 0015).  Because of the use of the 
camp by children, recreational areas were also constructed for playground equipment and 
basketball (photo 0011).  A patron who attended camp meetings as a young boy during the early 
1950s recalled a number of preachers who lead small groups in Bible studies, a lot of families 
who were camping, and a lot of prayer sessions, gospel hymn singing, and evangelistic preaching 
services going on throughout the day and night.  It was recalled that the pole building tabernacle 
became the hub for “high-spirited evangelistic services” in the 1940s-1960s.7 
 
An area on the west side of the camp, a clearing along the ravine, was used for evening Vesper 
services during the 1940s-1960s.  Services included bonfires and choruses such as Kum ba ya my 
Lord, I’ll go where you want me to go, Have thine own way, and I surrender all, which were 
meant to tug at the hearts of young camp-goers after listening to sermons.  One attendee recalled 
hiking into the woods along the streambed on the west side of the camp to a rock called “Holy 
Rock.”   The large sandstone rock (not on property owned by the camp) was nestled among ferns 
and trees where camp patrons would contemplated and pray.8  It was said that anyone prayed for 
at the rock would become a Christian.9  Youth camping ended in 1968 when the lease by the 
Indiana Conference of the United Brethren in Christ ended.  Use reverted back to the church in 
Huntingburg, now merged at the United Methodist Church. 
 
 
ARCHITECTURE 
 
A few aspects of architecture represented at Maple Grove Campground are notable.  While there 
are no buildings constructed in high styles of the period, the Salem Kirche (1880), or church 
building is notable.  The simple gable-front, frame building has features of the Gothic Revival 
style that came to dominate church construction during the 1850s into the middle part of the 20th 
century.  The building has Gothic arched windows and transoms over two entry doors on the 
front façade (photos 0002-0003).  These carry finer details than most double-hung, Gothic 
arched wood windows of rural churches.  The top sash includes mullions forming lancets in the 
pointed top and the hood features a wood key.  The church also features an octagonal belfry with 
Gothic arched louvered openings in each wall of the belfry.  The belfry is topped with a tall 

 
7 History and Memories of Maple Grove Church & Campground. pg. 1-2 
8 History & Memories of Maple Grove Church and Campground.  Pg. 7 
9 Hemmer, H. W. A, 1924 speech 
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steeple covered with metal. Another refinement to the building are pairs of scroll brackets that 
support the eaves.  The brackets are located on tall cornice boards that return onto the gables.  
Interior features include wood wainscot, pediment-shaped hoods on windows, and original pews 
and altar railing (photo 0005).  The use of two entrances and separation of pews down the center 
by a panel is rooted in the Evangelical Association’s policy of gender separation during services. 
 
Some aspects of the church may relate to the German heritage of its builders.  There is a rich 
German heritage in Dubois County of beautifully-executed Gothic Revival churches with similar 
features.  Most of these are larger and built of brick or stone.  The Salem Kirche at Maple Grove 
Campground is one of the best-surviving examples of a rural wood-frame church in Dubois 
County.  A similarly-scaled church, but brick, is St. Paul’s United Church of Christ (1869).  The 
building features Gothic arched windows and an octagonal belfry of slightly different design 
than Salem’s.  Of the roughly ten frame churches extant in Dubois County, about half have 
Gothic features.  The rural frame church that most compares to Salem Kirche is Hill 
Evangelische Lutherische Emmanuel Kirche and Cemetery.  The church, also of German origin, 
was built in 1901 and features Gothic arched windows and a belfry and steeple nearly identical to 
Salem’s.  
 
The Hill Evangelische Lutherische Cemetery also features gravestones with German inscriptions 
like those in Maple Grove Cemetery.  Given the region’s rich German heritage, this in itself is 
not unusual in Dubois County, but it represents the nativity of the founders of Maple Grove 
Campground and the important role of religion in their lives.  Several carvings in Maple Grove 
Cemetery point to the Christian faith including carvings of Bibles and opening gates (Heaven’s 
gates, see the left side of photo 0009).  Other carvings include lambs for children who died, 
clasped hands, flowers, and weeping willows, all of these being symbols of mourning and loss. 
 
The other main building at Maple Grove Campground is not reflective of a style, but is reflective 
of a building type that served a specific function of camp life.  The dining hall (1947, photos 
0019-0025) was constructed for the large assembly of camp patrons for the purpose of communal 
dining.  The building’s construction is clearly for seasonal use since it has exposed framing on 
the interior including studs, posts, trusses, and rafters (photos 0023-0025).  Rows of windows 
allowed for cross-ventilation during summer camp meeting months.  The building is constructed 
with a monitor style roof that allows for ventilation in the short walls of the stepped section of 
the roof (best seen in photo 0020).  These walls are covered with screen (formerly chicken wire) 
to allow for ventilation and keep out animals (see interior photo 0024).  The tabernacle (1939) 
was built in a similar fashion but was razed c. 1980.  This type of building, with a monitor roof 
and open concept, was a popular choice for camp buildings constructed in the first half of the 
20th century.  The open expanse and natural ventilation of the building allowed for large 
communal activities such as religious services and dining. 
 
The use of concrete block, at least for raised foundations and basements, became the choice of 
builders at Maple Grove when additional cabins were constructed at the camp during the late 
1940s into the 1950s.  Previously, buildings were essentially all-frame construction (like the 
nurses’ station and snack shop near the church, photo 0006).  Concrete block allowed buildings 
to remain cooler, were easy to build with (since most buildings were constructed by members), 
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and helped keep out pests.  The four cabins in the northwest corner of the property used block for 
lower walls and/or basements.  Two cabins are notable given their general appearance.  The 
Hardy Cabin is a small building with a raised concrete block base and wood siding (photo 0012).  
The building’s most unusual feature is its saltbox style roof and cottage windows.  Another 
interesting cabin is the Brown Cabin, which first functioned as the nurses’ station (photo 0017).  
It has a walk-out basement due to its placement into the ravine and has pleasing proportions 
given its small scale.  Many of these 20th century buildings feature roofs with wide-overhanging 
eaves and exposed rafter tails.  Their gables typically have windows or louvers to allow for 
cross-breezes and ventilation.  This construction typified seasonal summer cottages around lakes 
and in campgrounds. 
 
 
Comparables 
 
A review of extant historic religious camps in Indiana, whether or not they continue to function 
for that purpose, concludes that there are about eighteen that have some composition of buildings 
remaining that identify its use as a camp.  Some of these camps have as few as four contributing 
resources and as many as thirty-five.  For comparison, Maple Grove Campground has seventeen 
extant contributing resources.  From a National Register viewpoint, the best of these have 
resources that convey their role. These include assembly and sanctuary buildings, lodgings, and 
recreational facilities, as at Maple Grove. The camps’ development date from about the 1890s 
through the early 1960s.  They also represent a wide range of religious denominations including 
Brethren, Holiness, Wesleyan, Baptist, Pentecostal, Church of God, and Methodist.  Again by 
comparison, the first camp meeting held at Maple Grove Campground was in 1847 by the 
Evangelical Association (later United Brethren in Christ).  The early establishment date of Maple 
Grove Campground, and its oldest extant building for religious purposes, Salem Church (1880, 
photo 0002), is significant in comparison to the other existing religious camps in Indiana which 
in many cases came decades later.  According to Wilson’s History of Dubois County, another 
religious campground near Ireland, Indiana, also existed.  It was known as Shiloh Camp Ground, 
but had discontinued well before 1910.  In referring to Maple Grove and Shiloh, Wilson states 
that “In pioneer days, camp meetings were the great religious occasions of the year.”10  Many of 
Indiana’s extant camps are more focused on summer camping for children today, though their 
origins may be similar to Maple Grove Campground which was initially geared for adults or 
families and camp meetings. 
 
Many of Indiana’s extant camps experienced their greatest development in the 1910s-1920s.  The 
development included construction of separate cabins, dormitory buildings, a chapel, and other 
service buildings similar to Maple Grove Campground.  Of particular note are camps that feature 
buildings that use the same roof type for venting that is represented by the dining hall at Maple 
Grove.  The Wabash Campground (Wabash County, c. 1920s) features 35 resources and includes 
a large community hall with a monitor roof similar to Maple Grove’s dining hall.  The tabernacle 
buildings at Bryantsburg Holiness Campground (Jefferson County, c. 1900s) and Camp 
Alexander Mack (Brethren, Kosciusko County, c. 1940s) feature a raised roof with vented walls 

 
10 Wilson, pg. 245 
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similar to the dining hall and former tabernacle (razed) at Maple Grove.  The tabernacle at 
“Camp Mack” features walls of stone and stained glass windows.  A church camp in Spencer 
County features a pavilion with a monitor roof with vented walls; it was built c. 1950. 
 
Several of the extant camps were developed after World War II into the 1950s-1960s.  These 
camps turned to the use of concrete block and brick for their buildings similar to how the 
builders at Maple Grove Campground began using concrete block in the same period for their 
cabins.  Examples of these buildings are found at Indian Creek Baptist Camp (Lawrence County, 
1949), Wesleyan Church Camp (Orange County, 1952), Pentecostal Campground (Posey 
County, 1952), and Whitewater Christian Service Camp (Switzerland County, c. 1957). 
 
It is interesting to note that a few regional hubs for religious campgrounds emerge with 
Kosciusko/Wabash/Grant/Adams Counties in north-central Indiana and Brown/Lawrence/Orange 
/Dubois/Daviess/Spencer/Vanderburgh/Posey Counties in southwest Indiana.  While this may 
not be a complete list of extant, historic religious camps in Indiana, it does demonstrate the 
distribution, time of development, and religious denominations engaged in camp meetings during 
the 1890s-1960s.  The number of extant contributing resources follows the name of the camp: 
 
True Holiness Camp (Adams County, 1920s); four resources 

Gnawbone Wesleyan Church Camp (Brown County, 1920s); sixteen resources 

Wabash Campground (Wabash County, 1920s); thirty-five resources 

Trinity Holiness Camp (Daviess County, 1960s); six resources 

Letts Camp/Baptist Youth Camp (Decatur County, 1910s); twenty-one resources 

Maple Grove Campground (Dubois County, 1880-1955); seventeen resources 

Wesleyan Campground (Grant County, 1920s); fifteen resources 

Indiana Wesleyan Summer Camp (Grant County, 1920s); fifteen resources 

Bryantsburg Holiness Campground (Jefferson County, 1900); eight resources 

Camp Alexander Mack (Brethren) (Kosciusko County, 1940s); twenty-four resources 

Yellow Lake Church of God Camp (Kosciusko County, 1920s); thirteen resources 

Baptist Assembly Camp (LaPorte County, c. 1910); about thirty resources 

Indian Creek Baptist Camp (Lawrence County, 1949); eighteen resources 

Wesleyan Church Camp (Orange County, 1952); thirty-one resources 

Pentecostal Campground (Posey County, 1952); ten resources 

Church Camp (Spencer County, c. 1950); ten resources 

Whitewater Christian Service Camp (Switzerland County, 1957); thirteen resources 

Camp Reveal (Vanderburgh County, 1927); seven resources 
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Some interesting architectural features of the camps listed above include small living quarters 
and cabins made of actual log construction located at Letts Camp (1910s) in Decatur County.  
Camp Reveal (1927) in Vanderburgh County has a brick, stucco and half-timbering theme to its 
buildings.  The Wesleyan Campground outside of Fairmount in Grant County, Indiana may be 
most similar to Maple Grove Campground, at least in terms of how the camp was initially 
organized with frame cabins and dorm/hotel buildings.  The Baptist Assembly Camp on the 
north side of Pine Lake in LaPorte County is least like the others in that it was constructed more 
as a summer resort camp with small houses instead of basic cabins.  It was created by W. A. 
Jones of Chicago in the early 1900s.  Not listed as one of the extant religious camps is the resort 
established at Winona Lake (Kosciusko County) in the 1890s.  The area functioned more as a 
resort village and Chautauqua, though the impetus for creating the village was born out of 
Presbyterian Church pastors including Billy Sunday. 
 
 
Developmental History/Additional historic context information 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 

Archives of Maple Grove Campground 
 
Baumgartner, S. H.  Historical Sketches of Circuits, Missions and Stations of Indiana Conference 
of the Evangelical Association 1835-1922.  Published by the Indiana Conference, 1922. 
 
Dubois County Interim Report.  Indianapolis:  Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, 1998. 
 
“Famous Camp Ground” Jasper Herald.  22 August 1902.  Page 1, col. 4. 
 
Hemmer, H. W. A.  History of Maple Grove Campground.  Speech, 1924. 
 
Hemmer, Ralph.  Maple Grove Campground Memories.  Self-published, 2005. 
 
History & Memories of Maple Grove Church and Campground.  Self-published, 2005. 
 
History of the United Methodist Church in Huntingburg.  Self-published, 1984 
 
McAlester, Virginia & Lee.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
2006. 
 
SHAARD:  Indiana Department of Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology on-line database for the Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory.  Accessed 
March 5, 2020. 
 
Wilson, George R.  History of Dubois County from its Primitive Days to 1910.  Jasper:  self-
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 037-645-45046 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property 17 acres 
 

 
Use the UTM system 
 
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone: 16 Easting: 498924  Northing: 4237280  
 

2. Zone: 16 Easting: 498926  Northing: 4236846 
 

3. Zone: 16 Easting: 498571  Northing: 4237284 
 

 x 
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4. Zone: 16 Easting : 498571  Northing: 4327284 
  

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
Beginning at the southwest corner of the intersection of Dubois County Roads 585 West and 
650 South, on the west side of County Road 585 West, face south and continue in a line 
approximately 1320 feet to the southeast property corner of Maple Grove Camp.  Then turn 
west and follow the south property line of Maple Grove Camp approximately 550 feet to the 
southwest property corner.  Then turn north and follow the west property line of Maple 
Grove Camp approximately 1310 feet to the south edge of County Road 650 South.  Turn 
east and follow the south side of County Road 650 South approximately 540 feet to the west 
edge of County Road 585 West, or the place of beginning. 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

 The boundaries are inclusive of the historic development of Maple Grove Campground as 
 established in 1843 and continued use for religious services until this present date.  Only a 
 small fraction of the land included in the roughly 17 acres described in the boundaries was 
 not cleared for camp development.  This area is along the western and northern edges and 
 feature lower ground and heavily timbered.  The area was, however, historically-owned by 
 the camp. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Kurt West Garner 
organization: Historic Maple Grove Foundation, Inc. 
street & number:  12954 6th Road 
city or town:   Plymouth   state: IN  zip code: 46563 
e-mail:   kwgarner@kwgarner.com 
telephone:   574-936-0613 
date:    March 12, 2020 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
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•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must 
be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the 
photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Maple Grove Campground  
 
City or Vicinity:  Huntingburg 
 
County:   Dubois  State: Indiana 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed: February 29, 2020 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast from grove toward Salem Kirche 
 
1 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast at front of Salem Kirche 
 
2 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at Salem Kirche 
 
3 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast inside of Salem Kirche 
 
4 of 25. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest inside of Salem Kirche 
 
5 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest toward the snack shop (foreground) and nurses’ station 
 
6 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking west at the south set of toilet sheds along the west ravine 
 
7 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest near the front of Maple Grove Cemetery 
 
8 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest near the center of Maple Grove Cemetery 
 
 9 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast from the back of Maple Grove Cemetery 
 
10 of 25. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast from the playground 
 
11 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest at the front of the Hardy Cabin 
 
12 of 25. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest at the Elshoff Cabin 
 
13 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest near the northwest corner of the campground 
 
14 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest at the front of the maintenance shop 
 
15 of 25. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south at the front of St. James Cabin 
 
16 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at the front of Brown Cabin 
 
17 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking north inside grove at the modern outdoor stage 
 
18 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking east at dining hall 
 
19 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest at dining hall 
 
20 of 25. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest at dining hall 
 
21 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at dining hall 
 
22 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking east inside dining hall toward kitchen 
 
23 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest inside dining hall 
 
24 of 25. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south inside dining hall 
 
25 of 25. 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 







 

Photo 0001, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 

 

Photo 0003, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 



 

Photo 0004, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 

 

Photo 0008, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 

 



 

Photo 0014, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 

 

Photo 0016, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 



 

Photo 0022, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 

 

 

Photo 0024, Maple Grove Campground, Dubois Co., IN 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


	Maple Grove Camp 2013 NRform
	United States Department of the Interior
	Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)
	Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

	Maple Grove Campground NR Map
	IN_DuboisCounty_MapleGroveCampground_site map
	Maple Gtrove Campground photo sheet

