
    
NPS Form 10-900          OMB No. 1024-0018     

1 
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name: Elder-Pyle House 
Other names/site number: Ernie Pyle WW II Museum 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      N/A 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: 120 Briarwood Avenue 
City or town: Dana State: IN  County: Vermillion 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this  x nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  x  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           x local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
_ A             _ B           x C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
Indiana DNR-Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 
 

x
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

x
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
1   0  buildings 

 
0   0  sites 
 
0   0  structures  
 
0   0  objects 
 
1   0  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 DOMESTIC:  single dwelling 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 RECREATION AND CULTURE:  museum 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
  
 MID-19TH CENTURY:  Greek Revival 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
foundation:  BRICK  
walls:   WOOD:  Weatherboard 
roof:   WOOD:  Shake 
other:    
   ________________________ 
 

 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Elder-Pyle House, constructed in 1851, is a one-and-a-half story, central-passage home with 
Greek Revival style features.  The well-preserved house has a formal quality in its principle 
façade, though it is an early example of a rural farmhouse.  The formality is enhanced with the 
building’s two-story entry porch with gabled roof, pairs of square columns, and pointed arch on 
the second floor.  The interior also retains a high level of integrity due to the home’s restoration 
as a museum dedicated to its most famous resident, World War II journalist Ernie Pyle.  Because 
of its association with Pyle as the place of his birth, the house was relocated from the Elder Farm 
to the south edge of Dana in 1974 and has operated as a museum since 1976. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Site 
 
The Elder-Pyle House is located on a site on the northwest corner of Briarwood Avenue and 
Maple Street (State Road 71) at the south edge of Dana in Vermillion County.  The site includes 
modern concrete sidewalks along the streets, brick sidewalks on the lot where the house is 
located, and a board fence that is around the perimeter of the property (photos 0001-0002).  The 
house was part of the Ernie Pyle State Historic Site (now Ernie Pyle WW II Museum).  The 
house, which faces south to Briarwood Avenue, is located in the southeast corner of the lot and 
features a large lawn in the northeast corner.  The museum grounds also include two Quonset 
huts, connected by a breezeway, and a modern garage in the west half of the property (seen on 
the left side of photo 0001 and the right side of photo 0004).  This west half of the property is not 
being included in the nomination, only the east half which contains the house and rear lawn.  The 
Elder-Pyle House is the only resource on the property being nominated. 
 
 
Exterior 
 
The Elder-Pyle House was constructed in 1851.  The one-and-a-half story, side-gabled house, 
features a concrete block basement faced with brick.  The basement was placed under the home 
when it was relocated to the site in 1974.  The house has a bottom trim board and clapboards, 
painted white, with corner trim that act as pilasters that visually support a tall cornice board at 
the top of the walls.  The cornice board continues up the rake of the side gables. The house 
features 6/6 wood windows with simple trim boards.  The roof is covered with wood shakes.  
The side gables include in-wall chimneys of brick which enhance the simple symmetry to the 
front façade.  By the early 1870s, the house had a one-and-a-half story ell added to the rear of the 
home.  The ell has a full-width porch on its east façade and one-story enclosed section, possibly 
a second addition prior to 1900, on its west façade (see photos 0003-0004). 
 
The front (south) façade is divided into five bays with a central entry bay featuring a two-story 
porch (photo 0001).  Because of the home’s second floor, the front wall has a tall appearance 
extending well above its first floor windows.  The first floor has four 6/6 wood windows, two 
each flanking the entry porch.  The entry features a five-panel wood door with original side-lites 
and transom divided into multiple panes.  The entry is topped with a short entablature.  The 
wood entry porch features two pairs of square columns, in the Italianate style, on each corner.  
The columns support an entablature that composes the second floor porch.  Square pilasters 
support the back corner of the second floor porch.  The second floor porch features short square 
columns matching those on the first floor, which support a shallow Gothic, or pointed, arch 
under a gabled roof.  Short pilasters are repeated on the back wall of the porch, supporting the 
roof.  Wood balustrades of sawn pickets are on each wall of the porch.  A simple wood door with 
two panels and a window in the top is centered in the back wall of the second floor porch. 
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The east façade (facing Maple Street/State Road 71, left side of photo 0003) has the side-gabled 
portion of the original 1851 house on the south half and the ell on the north half of the façade.  
The side-gabled portion features two 6/6 wood windows on the first floor and two 6/6 wood 
windows on the second floor, placed closer together near the center of the gable.  The ell features 
a full-width wood porch with four square columns matching those on the front porch.  The 
columns support a hipped roof.  Wood steps to the porch are in the south half of its front wall.  A 
6/6 wood window and a four-panel wood door with transom are centered near each other in the 
porch’s back wall.  The door is north of the window.  A four-panel wood door is in the north-
facing wall of the original house, or centered in the south wall of the porch. 
 
The west façade features the side gabled section of the original house in its south half (photo 
0002) and the ell’s west extension in its north half.  A wood handicap ramp extends from near 
the south end of the façade to a four-panel wood door centered in the ell.  A 6/6 wood window is 
in the north end of the ell.  A brick chimney rises out of the half-gable roof near this window.  
The side-gabled section of the original house features a 6/6 wood window in its north end and 
two 6/6 wood windows on the second floor, placed closer together near the center of the gable. 
 
The north (back) façade features the gabled wall section of the rear ell (photo 0004).  The ell’s 
first floor features two 6/6 wood windows and one 6/6 wood window is located on the west side 
of the second floor.  The west half of the north façade features a one-story addition/enclosure on 
the west side of the rear ell.  The addition has a half-gable roof extension of the ell’s gabled roof 
and two short 6/6 wood windows centered together in its north wall.  A concrete basement 
staircase is on the northwest corner of the back façade. 
 
 
Interior 
 
The interior of the original house is arranged with a central stair hall (photo 0005) with a parlor 
and bedroom flanking the hall’s east and west sides (respectively) on the first floor.  This is 
repeated with two bedrooms on the second floor off a central landing with open stairway (photos 
0011-0012).  Doorways lead from the front of central hall and landing into the rooms flanking 
the hall/landing.  The entry to the house and door to the second floor porch are centered in the 
south wall of the hall/landing (seen in photo 0005).  Doorways to the ell are centered in the north 
wall of the hall/landing.  The ell features a large dining room centered on the back of the original 
house on the first floor and bedroom (now modern kitchen) on the second floor.  An entry to the 
side porch is centered in the east wall of the dining room.  A doorway leads to a kitchen 
extension/enclosure off the west wall of the ell.  This room on the west side of the ell features a 
modern staircase to the basement in its south end.  A doorway in the room’s west wall leads to 
the handicap ramp off the west side of the house.  The basement features a large meeting room 
under the original part of the house and toilet rooms and mechanical and storage rooms under the 
ell where the staircase to the first floor is located. 
 
The central hall features an open staircase on its east side with a small closet under the stairs near 
the north end.   The balustrade features turned balusters and an interesting newel post that is a 
continuation of the handrail that widens and curves downward at the bottom of the stairs.  The 
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balustrade is not original to the house, but is from the Riley House.  The Riley House (c. 1860) 
was located a few miles west of the Illinois/Indiana State line near Friends Cemetery; the house 
was razed about the time the Elder-Pyle House was relocated.  Jigsawn scroll-like trim is under 
the edge of each step on the staircase’s west wall.  Four-panel wood doors lead into the east and 
west rooms off the hall.  The front entry with its side-lites and transom dominate the south wall 
of the hall (photo 0005).  A doorway leads into the ell at the north end of the hall.  The room off 
the east side of the central hall, the parlor, features a fireplace centered in the east wall that 
projects into the room (photos 0006-0007).  The fireplace has a simple wood surround with 
pilasters and a tall entablature supporting the mantle.  A five-panel wood door leads to the side 
porch on the east façade.  The room off the west side of the central hall, a bedroom, is similarly 
arranged with a matching fireplace in the center of the west wall (photo 0008). 
 
The first floor of the ell features a large dining room with a four-panel door and transom divided 
into three lites onto the porch on the east side of the house in its east wall (photo 0009).  A 
doorway to the kitchen on the west side of the ell is near the south end of the dining room’s west 
wall.  The kitchen features a chimney for the stove roughly centered in its east wall and a four-
panel wood door to the handicap ramp on the west side of the house in its west wall (photo 
0010).  Along the south end of the kitchen is an enclosed basement stairwell with a modern wood 
door to the staircase in the east end of the south wall. 
 
The second floor features a central landing with an open stairwell with balustrade and turned 
newel post.  The top several steps to the staircase are winders at the north end of the staircase 
(see photo 0011).  A two-panel wood door with window is centered in the landing’s south wall 
and leads to the second floor porch (photo 0012).  Four-panel wood doors lead to two former 
bedrooms, now offices, off the landing’s south end.  The rooms have raked ceilings on their 
north/south sides with plastered chimneys centered in the outside (east and west) walls (photos 
0013-0014).  The west room features a closet with a four-panel wood door on the east wall 
(photo 0014).  A two-panel wood door is in the north wall of the landing and leads to a short 
hallway with a bathroom and storage room and storage closets on each side.  At the north end of 
the short hallway is a former bedroom, now a kitchen, on the second floor of the ell.  The kitchen 
has modern, c. 1976, cabinets.  A closet with a two-panel wood door leads to a storage room 
under the ell’s east eave.  A small closet with modern doors is in the southwest corner of the 
kitchen.  See photo 0015. 
 
The house features finished oak and pine floors throughout the first floor and finished poplar 
floors in the kitchen.  The second floor features finished poplar floors except in the kitchen 
which has vinyl sheet flooring.  The walls and ceilings are plastered; the three main rooms of the 
original house have wallpaper.  The house has tall baseboards and simple trim on windows and 
doors throughout.  The interior of the original house and dining room of the ell feature simple 
boards shaped to resemble pediments over the windows and doors (photos 0005-0009).  All of 
the wood trim and doors are painted except for the staircase balustrade.  The rooms of the first 
floor are furnished with antiques and replica lighting to give the feeling of the home in 1900.  
The second floor is arranged with office and work space.  The basement, which was constructed 
in 1974 when the house was relocated to Dana, has concrete block walls and drywall, vinyl tile 
on its floors, and a dropped ceiling composed of acoustic tiles in a metal grid. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

X
 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

x
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE 
 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1851-1902 
 

 
 Significant Dates  
  
 1900 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person (last name, first name) 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder (last name, first name) 
  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 
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Period of Significance (justification) 
 
The period of significance for the Elder-Pyle House begins in 1851, the year the home was 
constructed by the Elder Family southwest of Dana, Indiana.  During the course of the following 
50 years after the house was built, it received a rear ell and porch addition that was present when 
the home’s most famous resident, Ernest “Ernie” Pyle, was born in the home in 1900.  The Pyle 
family moved from the home in 1902.  The year 1902 ends the period of significance because the 
house was restored, to the best of their knowledge, to the appearance of the home when the Pyle 
family lived in and subsequently moved from the house; this includes the rear ell and porch. 
 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
 
Criterion consideration B applies to the Elder-Pyle House.  The Elder-Pyle House was relocated 
in 1974 from the Elder Farm in rural Helt Township, Vermillion County, Indiana where it was 
constructed in 1851 to its present location approximately one-and-a-half miles northeast to the 
south edge of Dana (Helt Township).  The house was relocated due to the desire to preserve it for 
its history as the birthplace of noted World War II journalist Ernie Pyle in 1900.  Regardless of 
its relocation, the house retains its significance as an exceptional example of a central-passage 
home constructed in the Greek Revival style.  Because of its association with Pyle, the house has 
been painstakingly preserved and restored to its 1900-era appearance when Pyle was born at the 
home. 
 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Elder-Pyle House is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criterion C, 
using Architecture as the area of significance.  The house is an exceptional example of the Greek 
Revival style from the middle part of the 19th century, with minor carpenter-applied and 
interpreted features on a central-passage home.  Few examples of homes of this style and type 
are located in Vermillion County, and fewer are in the exceptional state of preservation as the 
Elder-Pyle House. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
ARCHITECTURE:  Greek Revival/Central-Passage 
 
The Elder-Pyle is an example of the Greek Revival style in most of its principle architectural 
features.  Greek Revival was the dominant style of American domestic architecture between 
about 1830-1850 during which its popularity led it to be called the “National Style”.  The style 
was particularly common in areas of rapid development during the 1830s-1850s.  There was 
increasing interest in classical buildings in the United States at the close of the 18th century based 
on Roman and earlier Greek examples found through archaeological investigations.  As a young 
democracy, Americans sought to find precedents to establish their democratic ideals in the form 
of its architecture.  Rome and particularly Greece, provided these precedents because of their 
early experiments in democracy.1  Two factors enhanced the Greek influence in the United 
States:  the Greek War for Independence during the 1820s and 1830s and the American War of 
1812.  The Greek War found sympathetic citizens in the United States and the American war 
with the British in 1812 lessened the interest in British architecture.2  The Greek Revival style 
seemed only appropriate for a nation undergoing a new experiment in governing, called 
democracy, that had philosophical roots based on Grecian models of governing. 
 
Many features of the Greek Revival style mimic these earlier examples.  Treatments near roof 
lines of porches and the main house emulate the classically ordered entablature of Greek 
buildings with trim boards creating the architrave, frieze, and cornice.  These are usually visually 
supported by corner pilasters or physically supported by simplified Doric columns on porches.  
The cornice detail may or may not return across the face of the gabled ends.  Where the cornice 
returns cross the entire gable it creates a triangular pediment; often a broken cornice return is 
located on the gabled end suggesting the pediment but not fully articulating it.  These features 
are usually present for door surrounds as well.  Doors frequently had side lites and/or transom 
windows and were typically centered on the front façade.  Door and window openings were also 
typically symmetrically arranged.  Windows were commonly some configuration of double-hung 
windows with multiple panes in their sashes. The most common window detail in Greek Revival 
is a simple flat hood with a piece of trim at its top implying a narrow cornice.  Small pediments 
and hoods with “ears” are also common. Pattern books by advocates of the style, such as Minard 
Lafever and Benjamin Asher, provided builders with examples of ancient Greek moldings and 
details. 
 
The Elder-Pyle House is a good example of the Greek Revival style applied to a central-passage 
plan and possesses many of the key elements of the style.  The house has a cornice board at its 
eave line which continues up the rake of its side gables.  This is visually supported by simple 
corner pilasters (best seen in photos 0002-0003).  The principle façade is divided into five bays 

 
1 McAlester, pg. 182, 184 
2 McAlester, pg. 182 
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with 6/6 double-hung windows and simple casings (photo 0001).  The centralized front entry is 
divided into three parts with its original side-lites and transom; the wood door is five-panel (seen 
photo 0005).  The interior features simple boards shaped to resemble pediments over the 
windows and doors on the first and second floors of the original two-story section (1851).  One 
of the home’s most outstanding features is the two-story front porch limited to the central entry 
bay (photos 0001-0002).  It features two pairs of square columns, in the Italianate style, that 
support a second floor porch.  The second floor porch features corner columns, matching those 
on the first floor, that support a shallow Gothic arch under a gabled roof.  The simple formality 
of the façade enhanced with in-wall chimneys on the side-gables, contributes to the home’s 
Greek Revival style.  The façade composition allows the house to read as an excellent example 
of central-passage design, which is elegantly reinforced in the central stair hall of the first floor.  
Doorways lead into rooms off the east and west sides of the hall and its landing on the second 
floor.  The staircase features an open balustrade of turned balusters and an elegant, curved newel 
at the bottom of the stairs (photos 0005, 0011). 
 
Despite Vermillion County’s early settlement in the mid-to-late 1810s and growth into the 1840s, 
there are only a few surviving examples of the Greek Revival style which came to dominate the 
early-to-mid-19th century.  The Elder-Pyle House is one of eight extant examples in Vermillion 
County, but the only example in Helt Township and the south half of the county.  Highland 
Township, at the north end of the county, and the Town of Perrysville account for five examples 
of Greek Revival architecture.  The other two examples are located in the Town of Eugene.  All 
of these examples, with the exception of Eugene Methodist Church, are two-story in either 
double-pile or I-House construction.  Most of their construction dates range from 1836-1840 
except for an I-House in rural Highland Township that dates to c. 1880.  In comparison, the 
Elder-Pyle House was built in 1851.  Eugene Methodist Church, a simple gable-front building 
was constructed in 1859.  The most outstanding examples of Greek Revival style in Vermillion 
County, aside from the Elder-Pyle House, are the Jones-Gessie House in Perrysville and the 
Groenendyke House in Eugene.  These were constructed, respectively, as a double-pile house in 
1840 and I-House in 1826 (modified in 1857).  The side-gabled Jones-Gressie House is brick 
with an asymmetrical façade and recessed entry. The side-gabled Groenendyke House is 
clapboarded and features a central entry bay dominated by a two-story, gabled porch.  Both 
homes feature cornice returns on their side-gables. 
 
The Elder-Pyle House is also an example of a house constructed based on a central-passage plan.  
The central-passage plan is a single-pile dwelling (one room deep) created as an evolution of the 
basic single-room homes of Great Britain and Europe.  The single room homes could be 
expanded as modules, which led to hall-and-parlor homes (one room deep, two rooms wide), and 
then to central-passage homes like the Elder-Pyle House, which allows for a central hallway 
and/or stairhall between the two rooms.  While this was sometimes accomplished during 
remodeling campaigns when the hallway and second room were added, this is not the case with 
the Elder-Pyle House.  In this situation, as the owner’s family grew, an ell was added to the back 
of the house early in its history (photo 0004).  The house features a hall/bedroom and parlor on 
the main level and two bedrooms on the second level.  The early ell features a large dining room 
and kitchen (photos 0009-0010). 
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In John Jackle’s book Common Houses in America’s Small Towns, the author used nearby 
Rockville, Indiana (Parke County) as one of his survey samples.  Approximately 18% of 
Rockville’s houses are considered single-pile dwellings.  Of those, over 32% were constructed 
prior to 1920.  There are only three other extant examples of the central-passage house type in 
adjacent Vermillion County where the Elder-Pyle House was built.  One is located in Eugene and 
was originally constructed as a single-pen house c. 1850 then was expanded with an addition to 
create a central-passage plan c. 1870.  At that time, Italianate features were added to the home on 
North Main Street.  Another example is located on a farm in Highland Township on State Road 
63.  It was constructed c. 1870.  The third example was constructed c. 1880 at 3030 W. Curtis 
Street in Cayuga.  
 
 
Developmental History/Additional historic context information 
 
The Elder-Pyle House was constructed about 1851 by the Elder Family, pioneers to Vermillion 
County.  Samuel and Mary (McCane) Elder moved from Brown County, Ohio to Helt Township, 
Vermillion County in 1832.  Samuel was a native of Pennsylvania and Mary had been born in 
Ireland.  The couple settled in Helt Township with their family.  The value of Samuel Elder’s 
real estate in 1850 was $3500.  Of their children, only James Alexander Elder, their son, was 
living when his father died in 1869.  James Elder received the bulk of the family’s inheritance, 
with a portion ($2000 each) going to a grandson, Rufus Elder, and a granddaughter, Martha 
Steward.  Samuel and Mary Elder, who died in 1852, are buried at Friends Chapel Cemetery in 
adjacent Edgar County, Illinois. 
 
James A. Elder was born in 1822 in Brown County, Ohio and was ten years old when he was 
brought by his parents to Helt Township.  He married four times, the first time in 1852, then in 
1855 after his first wife died.  His second wife died in 1862 and he married his third wife who 
died in 1875.  He again married after her death.  James Elder’s real estate value was already 
placed at $7800 in 1860 and by 1872, he owned 475 acres in sections 3 and 34 of Helt Township, 
west of Toronto.  James had a daughter, Harriet, and son, George, by his second wife (Mary 
Morgan), and two children, Clara and Samuel, by his third wife, Julia Ann (Dicken).  It is 
thought that James Elder constructed the house prior to or about the time of his first marriage.  
He would have resided in the Elder-Pyle House during the 1870s and likely also constructed the 
rear ell about this time.  The exact location of the home was Section 3, Township 15N, Range 
10W, S1/2, SW 1/4, NE ¼ in Helt Township, Vermillion County. 
 
James Alexander Elder moved from his farm into Dana, Indiana in 1892.  He had served a term 
as Vermillion County Commissioner and was a founding member of the Presbyterian Church in 
Toronto.  James Elder died in 1901.  He, along with his second and third wives, are buried in the 
family cemetery, known as Elder Cemetery, southwest of the unincorporated village of Toronto.  
His sister, Martha, who died in 1867, is also buried there. 
 
James Elder’s son, Samuel, was the owner of the Elder-Pyle House and farm in 1899 when he 
rented it to William and Maria Pyle who lived on the property as tenant farmers.  Noted World 
War II journalist Ernest “Ernie” Taylor Pyle was born to the couple at the home on August 3, 
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1900.  The Pyles lived at the home until Ernie was 18 months old, then moved east to the Mound 
Farm.  This was the home of Ernie’s maternal grandfather, Lambert Taylor.  Descendants of 
Samuel Elder, the James Elder family, donated the house in 1974 to a committee comprised of 
leaders from local service organizations.  It was relocated to the corner of Briarwood Avenue and 
Maple Street at the south edge of Dana in 1974.  Restoration of the house and the creation of a 
museum was undertaken and it was dedicated as the Ernie Pyle State Historic Site in 1976 by 
Governor Otis R. Bowen.  The house became a museum of Pyle’s life and legacy, as well as 
World War II artifacts. 
 
Ernie Pyle’s lineage also extends early into Vermillion County history.  His great grandparents, 
Robert and Martha Pyle, moved from Ohio to Helt Township in 1826.  Ernie Pyle’s 
grandparents, Samuel and Nancy Pyle, established a farm in the township by 1863.  Their son, 
William, was born about 1868.  He married Maria Taylor on November 1, 1899 and took up 
residence on the Elder farm where their son, Ernest, was born with the help of Maria’s sister, 
Mary, and Doctor O. M. Keyes.  In 1902, the Pyles moved from the Elder house to Maria’s 
father’s (Lambert Taylor) farm east of the Elder farm.  William and Maria lived at that house, 
which is no longer extant, until their deaths in 1941 (Maria) and 1951 (William).  They are 
buried in Bono Cemetery, Bono, Indiana. 
 
Ernest “Ernie” Taylor Pyle grew up on the farm his parents moved to in 1902 that was once 
owned by his grandfather.  Near the end of World War I, after graduating from high school, Pyle 
served in the Naval Reserve.  He enrolled at Indiana University and studied journalism and 
accepted his first job at the LaPorte Herald newspaper in Northern Indiana.  Four months after 
his employment with the LaPorte paper, Pyle was offered a $2.50 weekly raise to work for the 
Washington Daily News.  He wrote a daily column focused on aviation for four years, then after 
a leave, was promoted to managing editor of the newspaper in 1932.  In 1925, Pyle married 
Geraldine “Jerry” Siebolds whom he met while working in Washington D.C.  Jerry worked as a 
clerk for the federal government and as copy editor for the Washington Daily News.  They took a 
year to travel the country in 1926. 
 
Ernie Pyle’s promotion to managing editor may have been what most people in the newspaper 
business would hope to attain at the height of their careers.  However, his interests in travel led 
him to convince executives with the Scripps-Howard newspaper chain, owner of the Washington 
Daily News, to allow him to be a “roving” reporter throughout the United States and Central and 
South America.  In 1932, Pyle, accompanied by his wife, began a five-year stint traversing the 
North and South American continents.  Pyle’s writing style and coverage of human-interest 
stories were well-received by his readers.  During this early part of his career, Pyle was writing 
six columns a week, each with 1000 words, which were being carried in 24 newspapers across 
the country. 
 
In 1940, Pyle and his wife were living at a hotel in Jacksonville, Florida while Ernie awaited 
departure to England to cover the Battle of Britain at the on-set of World War II.  Within two 
years, with the United States’ entry into the war, Pyle was covering American military 
engagements in North Africa, Italy, and the Beaches of Normandy in France.  In 1944, Pyle was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Journalism for his writing in 1943 while covering of the war in 
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North Africa, Italy, Sicily, and France.  Allied victories in Europe began to diminish the need for 
coverage in that region, so Pyle was assigned to the Pacific Theater in 1945.  Pyle also had 
convinced Congress to pass a bill to award more pay to the nation’s combat soldiers.  It was 
nicknamed the “Ernie Pyle Bill”. 
 
While moving with the 77th Infantry Division of American troops in the islands of Ie Shima, off 
the coast of Okinawa, Japan, Pyle was struck and killed by a Japanese soldier’s bullet on April 
18, 1945.  Pyle had peered over the edge of a ditch in which he and others were taking cover 
when they encountered enemy fire on the jeep in which they were traveling.  The bullet struck 
his temple.  The soldiers of the 77th built a wood coffin and buried him with his helmet and 
erected a small sign.  He was reburied at the Army Cemetery in Okinawa, Japan before he was 
interred at his final resting place at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu, 
Hawaii.  At the time of Pyle’s death, his columns were being published in over 400 weekly 
newspapers and 300 daily newspapers.  President Harry S. Truman said of Pyle that no man in 
the war had so well told the story of the American fighting man as the American fighting man 
wanted it told.  Americans, anxious to hear about their loved ones serving in combat on the other 
side of the world, poured over Ernie Pyle’s columns.  His writing style captured the grit and 
emotion of GIs in a “downhome” style that allowed some insight, some solace, to Americans 
back home. 
 
Geraldine Pyle, to whom Ernie referred to in his columns as “That Girl” was living in a small 
house in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at the time of Pyle’s death.  She received the Medal of 
Merit from President Truman, awarded posthumously to her husband, on July 4, 1945.  It was 
presented at the premier of the movie The Story of G. I. Joe which was inspired by Pyle’s war 
writings.  Ernie’s character was played by Burgess Meredith.  Mrs. Pyle had been suffering from 
a prolonged illness when she entered the hospital on November 21, 1945.  She died two days 
later at the age of 46.  Their Albuquerque home was donated by Geraldine to the city as a 
memorial; it was converted to a library and has been listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  The couple had no children. 
 
The first efforts by the state and local organizations to commemorate Ernie Pyle’s life occurred 
just a year after his death, in 1946, when it was announced that a roadside park would be 
developed in Pyle’s honor.  The park is located on Highway 36, a few miles east of Dana.  The 
Indiana Department of Transportation, which had constructed the highway during the 1930s, 
provided a large boulder in his honor in the wooded lot on the north side of the highway.  An 
exact replica of the Pyle monument the army constructed at the site of his death in Japan was 
created and installed at the park by the late 1940s.  The state legislature provided $1500 in the 
budget specifically for the park, which already had become home to class reunions and other 
activities in Vermillion County.  A park-rustic style pavilion was built at the site to provide 
shelter for these activities.  Governor Henry Schricker dedicated the park and named Highway 
36 the Ernie Pyle Memorial Highway on October 25, 1949. 
 
The Elder-Pyle House serves as the cornerstone of the Ernie Pyle WW II Museum on the south 
edge of Dana, Indiana.  In 1995, two authentic WWII Quonset huts were moved from Rhode 
Island to the museum grounds (left side of photo 0001, right side of photo 0004).  The Quonset 
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huts are joined by a connector and combined form a visitor center for the property.   The 
museum preserves the legacy of Pyle and exhibits WW II artifacts, many related to Pyle’s time 
as a war correspondent.  The museum, which also functions as a research center on Pyle and the 
war, was operated by the State of Indiana from 1976 until 2009.  It was then transferred to The 
Friends of Ernie Pyle Development Fund, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation of Pyle’s birthplace. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
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Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 165-148-16013 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property Less than one acre 
 

 
Use the UTM system 
 
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone: 16 Easting:  457622 Northing: 4406158  
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
Beginning on the northwest corner of the intersection of Briarwood Avenue and Maple Street 
(State Road 71), face west and continue in a line 82 feet on the north side of Briarwood 
Avenue.  Turn north and continue in a line 134 feet to the north property line of 120 West 
Briarwood Avenue, then turn east and follow the north property line a distance of 82 feet to 
the west edge of Maple Street.  Turn south and follow the west edge of Maple Street a 
distance of 134 feet to the north edge of Briarwood Avenue, or the place of beginning. 

 x 
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The boundary described is approximately the east half (82’ x 134’) of the property known as the 
Ernie Pyle State Historic Site/Museum (120 West Briarwood Avenue).  The boundary only 
includes the Elder-Pyle House as a resource, along with undeveloped grounds surrounding the 
house that was located to this site in 1974.  The boundary excludes other buildings developed on 
the west half of the property as part of the Ernie Pyle museum, this includes two Quonset huts 
from 1941 and placed here in 1984, and a modern garage.  Only the house is considered eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places, due to its architecture, therefore only the house is 
included in the boundary as a contributing building because the other buildings are considered 
non-contributing. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Kurt West Garner 
organization: The Friends of Ernie Pyle Development Fund, Inc. 
street & number:  12954 6th Road 
city or town:   Plymouth   state: IN  zip code: 46563 
e-mail:   kwgarner@kwgarner.com 
telephone:   574-936-0613 
date:    March 3, 2020 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must 
be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the 
photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Elder-Pyle House 
 
City or Vicinity:  Dana 
 
County:   Vermillion  State: Indiana 
 
Photographer:  Kurt West Garner 
 
Date Photographed: March 1, 2020 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest at front of house 
 
1 of 15. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast at southwest corner of house 
 
2 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southwest at east and north (back) facades 
 
3 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south at north (back) facade 
 
4 of 15. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south in central hallway, first floor 
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5 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in parlor 
 
6 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking southeast in parlor 
 
7 of 15. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest in first floor bedroom 
 
8 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in dining room 
 
9 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northwest in kitchen 
 
10 of 15. 
 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking north in central hall, second story 
 
11 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south in central hall, second story 
 
12 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking northeast in east bedroom, second story 
 
13 of 15. 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking east in west bedroom, second story 
 
14 of 15. 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Looking south in rear ell, second story (modern kitchen) 
 
15 of 15. 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 







 

Photo 0001, Elder-Pyle House, Vermillion Co., IN 

 

Photo 0002, Elder-Pyle House, Vermillion Co., IN 



 

Photo 0003, Elder-Pyle House, Vermillion Co., IN 

 

Photo 0005, Elder-Pyle House, Vermillion Co., IN 

 



 

Photo 0005, Elder-Pyle House, Vermillion Co., IN 

 

Photo 0006, Elder-Pyle House, Vermillion Co., IN 

 

Photo 0009, Elder-Pyle House, Vermillion Co., IN 
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