


The original office building was a modified timber frame structure made primarily of native hardwoods. Because of 
the forest's large size and central location, the Morgan-Monroe office was often the host site for many of the most 
important discussions and decisions concerning forest management in Indiana. Its proximity to Indianapolis, the 
Hoosier National Forest, several research universities, and much of the forest products industry made the building 
a natural site for hundreds of meetings during its lifetime. Those meetings introduced and often put in place 
programs as diverse as wildland fire management, continuous forest inventory, Youth Conservation Corps and 
Young Adult Conservation Corps programs as well as myriad long-term and short-term forest research projects, 
Best Management and Erosion control programs, wildlife management projects, and forest recreation projects.7 

The property maintained this building as the office and service area until January 11, 1980, when an overnight fire 
destroyed the structure. The devastating loss of the building was compounded greatly with the loss of the property 
records, which tracked conservation projects, timber harvests, and numerous research projects. Within six months 
a new office was completed and staff moved back in to resume the work of the property. 
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The wood-frame structure and native stone fai;:ade of the new office served the 
needs of the property for over thirty years. In the mid-201 Os the determination 
was made to enlarge the space and combine the offices of Morgan-Morgan State 
Forest and Fire Headquarters into one building. This current, newly remodeled 
structure kept the exterior impression of the 1980 rebuild; however, the interior 
reflects historic notes of the original 1930s office building with an exposed timber 
frame and native hardwoods throughout. 

The reconstruction project began in January of 2015 
and was completed in the spring of 2019. There are 
17 unique wood species used in the 6,600 square foot 
structure. Much of the wood was harvested from State 
Forest properties. The poplar trusses and siding are 
from trees grown at Morgan-Monroe State Forest. 
The white oak timbers originated from Jackson­
Washington State Forest. The material for other parts 
of the building, such as the roof decking, was reclaimed 

from structures slated to be demolished at Charlestown State Park. Work on the 
structure was completed in-house primarily through cooperation with the Department 
of Corrections. Over the four years the reconstruction took to complete, nearly 80 
inmates worked on the building, some bringing specialized skills with them, while 
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others acquired new skill sets such as carpentry, 
plumbing or masonry as a result of the program. 

Clad in native stone and yellow poplar siding, from the interior one meets 
with yellow poplar trusses set atop white oak beams in this modern park rustic 
structure, which houses numerous educational displays encompassing such topics 
as the history of the property, cultural and ecological features, wildlife, and forest 
management. The property will host a rededication of the office on May 10, 2019. 
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