
February 27, 2020 

Open House 

4:00  to 7:00 p.m.  

 

March 21, 2020 

Indiana Trail Running Association 

OPSF 50/50   7:00 a.m. 

 

 

From The Manager 
Hello to all who are reading this newsletter. It is time for another issue of Owen-Putnam State Forest’s In-A-

Nutshell newsletter. We hope to inform you of the activities going on around here over the last couple of 

years. Much of what has occurred was a continuation of projects and goals, and maintaining the facilities.  

A new feature to the property is the playground that was completed in 2018. This area is now available for use 

and is located in the Fish Creek campground. I invite everyone to visit Owen-Putnam State Forest and discov-

er a jewel in your own backyard. 

We are continuing our resource management program with the goal of maintaining a productive and sustaina-

ble forest. Part of our management will include timber harvests. These harvests will follow Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) to ensure the forest continues to produce quality hardwood trees and remains healthy and 

vibrant for future generations. If you have any questions regarding management objectives, please contact our 

office. 

I would like to close with the announcement of my retirement late in 2019. After 43 years with the Division of 

Forestry, with 24 of those years as the property manager here at Owen-Putnam State Forest, it is time to move 

onto the next chapter in my life. I have enjoyed my time here talking with friends and neighbors and encour-

age all to visit the forest and enjoy its beauty. 

William P. Gallogly, Retired Property Manager 
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Winter 2020 

Owen-Putnam State Forest will host its annual Open House at the forest office on Thursday, Feb-

ruary 27 from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. Information will be provided regarding recreation, forest resource 

management and major projects that are planned on the property for the upcoming 1-2 years. Prop-

erty personnel will be available to answer questions and discuss management activities. 

In addition to its regular open house events this year, the division is also seeking public input for 

the 2020-2024 Strategic Direction. The Strategic Direction guides all aspects of the Division for 

the next five years. Topics covered under the Direction include Private Forestlands Management, 

the Fire Program, Community and Urban Forestry, Conservation Education, Nursery, and State 

Forest Properties. Input received at the Open 

Houses will be used during the development 

process of the Strategic Direction to help formu-

late guidance in each of the division’s program 

areas. 

A copy of the 2015-2019 Strategic Direction is 

available on the division’s website at https://

www.in.gov/dnr/forestry. Public comments may 

also be submitted through the division’s website 

at https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/8122.htm. 

Please Join Us 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry
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Owen-Putnam State Forest 
 

Property Manager: Vacant 

 

Office Manager: Ruthie Speas 

 

Resource Specialist: Rob Duncan 

 

Intermittent Laborer: Elliott  Jones 

 

Contact Information: 

2153 Fish Creek Road 

Spencer, IN 47460 

(812) 829-2462 

Fax (812) 829-3106 

 

Owen-Putnam State Forest 

Office Hours: 

Monday thru Friday 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

If you plan to visit the office please call 

first to verify that we are open  

 

Would you prefer to receive our news-

letter by email?  

 

Contact us at: 

owensf@dnr.IN.gov 

New Dedicated Nature Preserves 
R. Duncan 

 

2018 saw the creation of two nature preserves at Owen-Putnam State Forest. 

 

The Pleasant Grove Nature Preserve is located along Fish Creek Road near the horse 

campground in Compartment 6, Tract 7. It is made up of 57 acres with a forested ravine and 

sandstone cliffs, mesic and dry-mesic upland forest community types, and mostly open, sedge-

dominated seep springs (aka fen). 

The Seep Springs Nature Preserve is located off of Surber Road near Rattlesnake Campground in 

Compartment 4, Tract 14. It is a 46 acre forested community, with upland forest, floodplain for-

est, and circumneutral seep springs. 

Stilt Grass 
R. Duncan 

Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) is an exotic invasive plant native to Japan, Korea, 

China, Malaysia, and India. Stiltgrass is thought to have been first introduced into the United States 

in Tennessee around 1900 as a packing material in the porcelain industry. It has since established 

itself in 16 eastern states, from New York to Florida. Japanese stiltgrass is commonly found along 

stream banks, floodplains, forested wetlands, early successional fields, roadside ditches, and gas 

and power-line right-of-ways. It is also found in areas with soil disturbance. It can do well in full 

sun to deep shaded forest conditions and easily spreads to cover vast areas in a carpet of pale green 

grass. These dense monocultures of stiltgrass can out-compete native vegetation and tree seedlings. 

Stiltgrass will also change the pH of a soil by raising the acidity which makes the soil inhospitable 

for many native plants. The best way to identify Japanese stiltgrass is by the shiny midrib that 

forms a faint silver line down the mid-section of the leaf. The leaves are pale green, lanced-shaped, 

and about 3 inches in length. The plant can grow to 2-3 feet in height at maturity. However, a plant 

only a couple of inches tall can still flower and produce seed. Japanese stiltgrass produces its seed 

in September and October while most native grass species seed much earlier in the year. The seeds 

can survive in the soil for at least three years making this a very persistent plant once it has estab-

lished itself into an area. We have been treating stilt grass with a foliar spray of grass specific herb-

icide. 

Owen-Putnam State Forest 
 

A great place to get away. 

 

Hike through some of the best forest in 

the country. 

 

Enjoy deer, squirrel and turkey hunting. 

 

Horseback ride past a 50-foot sandstone 

bluff. 

 

Enjoy the cool shallow waters of Fish 

Creek on a hot summer day. 

 

 

Facilities 6,680 Acres 

 

23 Class C (Primitive) Camp Sites 

15 Class C Horse Camp Sites 

Shelter House 

Fishing 

Hunting 

Hiking Trails 

Bridle Trails 

Mountain Bike Trails 

 

 

Available for purchase 
 

All Campsites  $13.00 

Annual Resident Permit $50.00 

Golden Hoosier Permit $25.00 

Motorized Lake Permit $25.00 

Non-Motorized Lake Permit $5.00 

Horse Tag  $5.00 

Annual Horse Tag  $20.00 

 

Off-Road Cycling Daily $5.00 

Off-Road Cycling Annual $20.00 

 

 

Firewood Sales 
 

We sell firewood cutting permits to the 

public, which allow the holder to cut trees 

and logs already on the ground in areas 

we designate for firewood cutting.  

Permits cost $10 per rick or 3 ricks for 

$25 

 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources manages over 520,000 acres across the state. The properties are 

managed by a variety of divisions (Fish and Wildlife, Nature Preserves, Outdoor Recreation, State Parks, and 

Forestry) and each division manages based upon their own missions and objectives. The State Forests, which 

encompass less than a third of the DNR land base, have been actively managed for over 100 years under a “multi

-use, multi-benefit” principle that aims to provide timber production, wildlife habitat, recreation, watershed pro-

tection, and the conservation of cultural and natural resources. Today’s forests are the direct result of manage-

ment practices that have been in place since the first state forest property was acquired in 1903. Unique from 

other DNR divisions, this multi-use system includes sustainable management and growth of ‘green certified’ 

timber. Based upon science, this conservation management practice provides combined benefits offered by no 

other public lands in Indiana. State Forests are the only properties where long term forest and timber manage-

ment practices occur. Lands located within the Fish and Wildlife Areas, Nature Preserves, Recreation Areas and 

State Parks do not participate in, or are ‘set aside’ from, commercial timber production management. 

DNR Property Acres 

Fish and Wildlife 148,765 

Forestry 158,949 

Nature Preserves 21,781 

Outdoor Recreation 5,322 

State Parks 75,790 

Federally Owned Land 

Managed by INDNR 110,633 

Total 521,240 

Indiana DNR Land Portfolio 

More Than 50% of DNR Lands Are Set 

Aside From Commercial Timber Production 
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Timber Harvesting 
Robert Duncan, Forest Resource Specialist 

In fiscal year 2018/19 Owen-Putnam State Forest sold 514,368 board feet of timber across 237 acres generating $70,027.77 in revenue. On behalf 

of the Indiana DNR - Division of Forestry, Owen-Putnam State Forest presented $24,965 to the Owen County government in 2017 and $3,992 in 

2018. A portion of that money is dispersed to 7 local volunteer fire departments as part of a cooperative agreement that provides mutual aid to 

both agencies. 

Since the spring of 2019, harvest operations have taken place in Compartment 5, Tract 6 on Surber Road in Owen County and in Compartment 1, 

Tract 2 in Putnam County. Keep in mind, active timber harvests are “restricted areas” and are closed to the public for safety reasons. 

Information on management plans is available for public viewing and comment at the following website: http://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/ 

3635.htm 

Overcrowding hinders the growth of 

trees by covering each other up and 

reducing sunlight and nutrients avail-

able for growth and creates a dark 

forest floor. 

After thinning, more sunlight and 

nutrients are available to the remain-

ing trees and sunlight reaches the 

forest floor, creating opportunity for 

new growth. 

New Hiking Trail 

Bridge 
During the summer of 2018 we removed the foot bridge on 

our Poplar Top Trail that forest staff and Boy Scout Troop 93 

of Cloverdale designed and built in December of 1998. The 

bridge had been damaged by a large wind-thrown tree and 

needed more than minor repair. After taking some measure-

ments, buying the lumber and hardware, and recalling how 

we put it together so many years ago, we built a new bridge 

with some minor improvements. 
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New Visitor Parking 

Lot Signage 

During the spring of 2017 we assembled and installed fiberglass 

posts in our public parking lots in order to better identify them 

to visitors wanting to access the more remote areas of Owen-

Putnam State Forest. Over a dozen signs were installed across 

the property. 

New Roofs 
In 2018 we replaced the shingles on one of our residences and the guest 

house and garage. Much thanks to DNR’s Jake Parsons and the Department 

of Correction’s crew for their hard work in getting the job done in such a 

short time. 

New Highway Signage 

Over the years the metal highway signs on S.R. 46 leading up to our 

property were damaged by vehicles and construction. In 2018 we con-

tacted the Seymour District of the Indiana Department of Transporta-

tion and were able to have new highway signage installed on the east 

bound and west bound lanes of S.R. 46 near Fishcreek Road. 
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