Indiana Department
of Natural Resources

Fish, Wildlife
& Nature Preserves

Youth Deer Hunt
Muscatatuck and Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge

This page includes information and instructions for those interested or selected to participate in a
Muscatatuck or Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge Youth Deer Hunt Draw. It is important to note
that areas participating in reserved hunts are managed by various agencies and may have unique
restrictions that each hunter must follow. Please read each area’s information packet carefully before
pursuing a hunt.

Restrictions for both Muscatatuck and Big Oaks:

Allowed Equipment and License Requirements:

e Youth 17 or younger on the date of the hunt can participate but must be accompanied by an adult who is at
least 18 years of age. The youth hunter and adult partner must wear hunter orange.
A youth may use a legal rifle, shotgun, muzzleloader, air gun, bow and arrow, or crossbow to take deer.
Youth must posses a resident youth/hunt trap license or a non-resident youth deer license.

e For a complete list of applicable regulations please refer to the Indiana Hunting & Trapping Guide.

Bag Limit:

The refuge bag limit for the youth season is 1 deer of either sex.

e Hunting Hours:
Hunting hours are a half-hour before sunrise to half-hour after sunset.
The refuge entrance gate at Muscatatuck NWR opens one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset.

The refuge entrance gate at Big Oaks will open at 4:30 a.m. Hunters will need to exit the refuge by 7 p.m.


https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/hunting-and-trapping/hunting-trapping-guide/___.YzJ1OnN0YXRlb2ZpbmRpYW5hOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmY5MjNmN2I5ZThiMjJmY2I3OTYxZWIxZDk4MmU0YzQ2Ojc6MmYyNTowZDcyZThjNzVmYTNhOTllMmVhZTk2Y2JhZjY1MTY1MGVjNzc0NDU2NGQzMDQ4Mjg5NmM3NDNlYTc2ZGYxODVlOnA6VDpO
https://www.eregulations.com/indiana/hunting/deer-regulations
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Muscatatuck:

Drawn hunters may hunt anywhere in the open hunting area (includes units A and B) at Muscatatuck NWR.
Youth may hunt both days of the season. No check-in is required at Muscatatuck NWR. The refuge bag limit
for the youth season is 1 deer of either sex. See the refuge hunting leaflet (see link below) for more refuge
specific regulations and the Indiana Hunting & Trapping Guide for state regulations regarding deer hunting. 50
youth hunters will be drawn for the hunt.

All hunters must obtain and carry with them a Muscatatuck hunting leaflet while on the refuge. Hunting
leaflets are available at the refuge office and the refuge visitor center, or you can download one from the
refuge website at fws.gov/refuge/muscatatuck. The front of the leaflet must be signed, indicating that you
have read and understand refuge hunting regulations. Refuge hours are one hour before sunrise to one hour
after sunset. Hunters must exit the refuge by one hour after sunset.

Big Oaks:

Drawn youth hunters and accompanying adults are required to complete a safety briefing and obtain a free
refuge hunting permit before entering the refuge. Safety briefings can be completed at the refuge gatehouse
on Mondays or Fridays from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. before the hunt or on the day of the hunt. Entry gate will open at
5:30 a.m. Hunters will select their unit on the day of the hunt on a first-come, first-served basis. Hunters must
exit the refuge by 8:00 p.m. 100 youth hunters will be drawn for the hunt.

The refuge bag limit for the youth season is 1 deer of either sex.
Area Information:

Muscatatuck NWR

Muscatatuck NWR is located three miles east of Seymour, Indiana. The entrance road is located off U.S.
Highway 50. The refuge provides quality outdoor recreation opportunities for hunters, anglers, wildlife
viewers, and other outdoor enthusiasts. The 7,802-acre property consists of wetland, grassland, and forest
habitats. Each year, hunters successfully harvest several species including deer, turkey, waterfowl, and
squirrels. A hunting map is available in our hunting brochure and on our website.

Contact:
If you have further questions, please contact the Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge office at 812-
522-4352 or email Muscatatuck@fws.gov.

Big Oaks NWR

The entrance to Big Oaks NWR is located on U.S. Highway 421, approximately 5 miles north of

Madison, Indiana. Be aware that smartphones and GPS units will direct travelers to closed gates—please use
the following directions: From Madison, drive north on Highway 421 to the Main Entrance of the former
JPG, enter though this entrance and follow the brown refuge directional signs to the refuge entrance.

The 50,000 acre refuge is overlaid on the closed Jefferson Proving Ground; the area offers a variety of

deer habitats to hunt. Because of the history of the site, safety briefings are required.

Contact:
If you have questions, please contact the Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge office at 812-522-4352 or email
BigOaks@fws.gov
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