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Dove Draw Information 
Kankakee Fish & Wildlife Area 

This page includes information and instructions for those interested in, or selected to participate in, an 
Indiana Dove Hunt Draw. It is important to note that areas participating in reserved hunts are managed 
by various agencies and may have unique restrictions that each hunter must follow. Please read each 
area’s information packet carefully before pursuing a hunt. 

Restrictions: 
• Non-toxic shot is required at Kankakee FWA for all dove hunting. 
• The shotgun used must not be capable of holding more than three shells, unless it is plugged 

with a one-piece filler that cannot be removed without disassembling the gun. 
• All dove hunters are limited to a maximum of 50 shells per hunter. 
• All trash should be removed from the field after the hunt. Spent hulls and dove carcasses are 

considered trash. 
• Do not shoot up, down, or behind the length of shooting strips. Only shoot over mowed flowers. 
• Guns may not be carried from the shooting position into the field to retrieve birds. 
• An HIP number is required to hunt doves. Hunters must register online or by calling 260-323-5378. 

There is no cost to register. 

Bag Limit: 
• The daily bag limit is 15 mourning doves. The possession limit is 45 mourning doves. 

Hunting Hours: 
• Sept. 1 – 4: noon to 5 p.m. CT (1 p.m. to 6 p.m. ET) Unless otherwise posted at the Headquarters. 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/hunting-and-trapping/waterfowl-and-migratory-game-birds/migratory-bird-harvest-information-program-hip/
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Hunt Information: 
Hunters chosen in the online reserved draw will select their dove field at 11 a.m. CT (12 p.m. ET) on 
Sept. 1 and 2 based on the order of choice numbers assigned by the pre-season draw. Hunters may bring 
one hunting partner on their reserve hunt. 

On Sept. 3 and beyond, hunters will be selected by an in-person drawing for choice each 
day at 11 a.m. CT / noon ET. This will occur until there are not enough hunters to fill the 
best field. 

Standby Drawing: 
On Sept. 1 and 2, we will have a drawing to fill unclaimed reservations with standby hunters. Standby 
hunters must be present and checked in by 11 a.m. CT / noon ET. Hunters may draw with one 
hunting partner. 

Area Information: 
Kankakee Fish & Wildlife Area is located 5 miles north of North Judson, Indiana. The property 
provides quality outdoor recreational opportunities while maintaining over 5,000 acres of wetland, 
upland, and woodland game habitat. It provides an ideal stopover for migratory birds. 

The property has several managed dove fields available and will award reservations to around 34 
hunters each of the first two days of the season. Most of our dove fields can be accessed by a brief 
walk, and all fields will have parking within a reasonable distance. We leave corn or sunflowers 
standing for hunter concealment; hunters must hunt from designated side until it is open hunting. The 
dove fields will differ in quality and size given the many factors that may affect the outcome of 
sunflower plantings. 

The first few days of dove season are very popular at Kankakee FWA. We ask that each hunter do their 
part to keep litter contained and showcase ethical hunting to help preserve our natural resources for 
generations to come. 

Contact: 
If you have further questions, please contact the property office at 574-896-3522 or KankakeeFWA@dnr.IN.gov. 

http://www.on.in.gov/jasperpulaskifwa
http://www.on.in.gov/jasperpulaskifwa
mailto:KankakeeFWA@dnr.IN.gov.


 

  

 

 

 

Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources 

Fish, Wildlife 
& Nature Preserves 2026 MOURNING DOVE HUNTING 

KANKAKEE STATE FISH AND WILDLIFE AREA 

ONLY STEEL OR NON-TOXIC SHOT IS ALLOWED FOR DOVE HUNTING ON THIS PROPERTY – 50 
SHELL LIMIT PER HUNTER PER DAY 

ALL HUNTERS MUST HAVE A HUNT LICENSE, HIP NUMBER AND A STATE GAMEBIRD 
HABITAT STAMP (EXCEPT YOUTH HUNTERS) TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE DRAW  

YOU MAY NOT POSSESS LEAD SHOT WHILE HUNTING DOVES ON THIS PROPERTY 

HUNTING HOURS 

NOON TO 5 P.M. (CENTAL TIME) UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED AT THE HEADQUARTERS 

HUNTING ALLOCATION & SHOOTING DIRECTION  

A FIELD – 7, B FIELD – 15,  C FIELD – 22 D FIELD - 17,  E FIELD - 17 
A FIELD IS SHOOTING NORTH 
B FIELD IS SHOOTING NORTH 
C FIELD IS SHOOTING NORTH 
D FIELD IS SHOOTING WEST 
E FIELD IS SHOOTING NORTH 

SEPTEMBER 1 & 2 
HUNTING FOR 78 POSITIONS, STAND-BY DRAWING FOR UNFILLED POSITIONS AT 11:00 A.M. 
CENTRAL TIME  

SEPTEMBER 3, 4 & BEYOND 
HUNTING FOR 78 POSITIONS BY DRAWING AT 11:00 A.M. CENTRAL TIME 
DRAWINGS WILL BE CONTINUED BASED ON THE NUMBER OF HUNTERS PRESENT EACH DAY 
AT 11:00 A.M. CENTRAL TIME. 
WHEN HUNTER NUMBERS DECREASE BELOW FIELD CAPACITY, SELF SERVICE HUNTING WILL 
BE ALLOWED. 

FIELD RULES 

LEAVE NO TRASH IN THE FIELDS – SHOTGUN HULLS ARE TRASH. 
BE COURTEOUS TO YOUR NEIGHBOR – SPACE OUT TO A COURTEOUS DISTANCE. SHOOT ONLY 
FROM THE SHOOTING STRIP TOWARDS THE MOWED AREA.  DO NOT SHOOT DOWN THE 
SHOOTING STRIP OR BEHIND YOU. DO NOT TAKE YOUR GUN OUT INTO THE FIELD TO 
RETREIVE BIRDS. HUNTERS MUST ACCESS FIELDS THROUGH DIRECTED ROUTES.  SOME 
ROADS MAY BE CLOSED TO TRAFFIC DURING HUNTING HOURS.  PARK ONLY IN DESIGNATED 
AREAS OR LOTS.  DO NOT PULL OFF SIDE OF ROAD UNLESS SPECIFIED 



KANKAKEE 
FISH & WILDLIFE AREA 

ThlS program receives 1ederal aid in hsh encl/of wiklife restoration. 
Under Tdle Vl of theCivil RightsAaal 1954 and Secdon 504of the 
RehabliiationAct of 1973. 1ha U.S. o.pan,n.nt of Che lnterk>r pc-Ohiblts 
di8crimlnalion on the basfSOf race. oolOf, n&UOnal oogin 0< handieap. 
If you betieve you have been discriminated aganst in any program, 
activityor facility, or it you desire further infonnation, p&ease write to: 
Office ol EQUQI Opportunity, U.S. Department of Interior, Washrlgton, 
DC 20249 
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