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Distressed Unit Appeal Board February 16, 2010

c/o Stephanie Russo

200 West Washington Street
State House Room 212
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Re: Gary, IN
Dear Ms. Russo,

This is an addendum to the letter I sent to you February 16, 2010
regarding Gary, IN. A viewpoint from Opinion page of the Post-Tribune was

included.

I have found another letter from the Post-Tribune Opinion page that is
pertinent to this matter. :

I hope that you will have the time to read and consider this matter.

Sincerely,




YOUR VIEWS
Privatize the airport

or allow Gary to dle

The only way to save Gary is to
privatize the airport. Unfortu-
nately the Gary School Board is

* holding this process hostage. The .
Jewel soon will be another falled .

endeavor. - 7

Gary has had its chances over 5
~ thepast decade and has chosen :
. to.continue with business as -

iisual. Not only has the munici-

pality failed, so have the citizens -

by allowing the political machine

to completely decimate the, clty
Not only are there no real -

small businesses there to sup—

port the city and its spending, the

city-and citizens.continue the

drumbeat of high taxes on those .

remajning. Most recently, some

citizens have’ clamored for an

income tax on nonres1dents

- working in the city. .

Gary had its chances in the
ng administration to brmg
vision and development ‘The -
Steelheads; RailCats, restaurants
and banks were not enough to
bring the citizens together. The
RailCats still bmng in thousands "-
from the suburbs, but Gary rési-
dents fail to support their team,”

Gary is dyirig and Just needs to: dxe."
- Resources in our urban areas. =

areé thin at best, so'we should
invest in 4reas or cltles like

~ Hammond, that have a chance |

for: surv1val Gary’s educatlon

system has collapsed, with a less ~

than 50 percent graduatlon rate.
Gary can’t even provide the
basics like infrastructure, street

m‘p

repair, security, clean streets and

- neighborhoods or invest in the .
‘basic quality-of- life i 1ssues like its -
_ park system, )

.Gary can’t even support its.

, golden goose, Don Barden and

the Majestic Star Casino, with

the needed casino infrastructure. !

Now it has'to deal with a closed
Clive Avenue brldge

Trecession, businesses that don’t

have the capital to survive will die, -

- Now is the time for Gary to die,s0 -

. therest of the regmn canmove on,. .
: Chns Morrowl .

: Dyer; gh

Balance school budget

- with administration cuts-
Again, the school city of Hobart -

has a shortfall in its budget. Why

must we always cut the budget at
" thechildren’s expense, cutting - -
: teachmg staff and otherjobs that
 are extremely necessary?

I'think we need to cut at the

- top first. It seems the administra- .
tion never has any plans except - o

the above method in budget

. emergencies. Why do werieed 4
them? Mayhe we can Iay them off o
-and save the budget crisis.

Does our school system ex1st

- to teach or does it exist to sup- |

" port an administration? The one-
“room schoolhouse neverhada -

budget fallure oran admmlstra-

t1ve staff
‘ 'H_obart

Yes, Gary has a rich history; ] but L
~history is just that — -history. As
.. We enter another year of economic. -

Marcel Thomase.ﬁr,




THOESEN TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.,, INC.

1;';%!,“ , Heavy Equipment Sales, Service, Rentals
. Specializing in Caterpillar
AUTHORIZED TEREX & DRESSTA DISTRIBUTOR
Cummins Deutz Isuzu
PROUDLY SERVING THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY SINCE 1969

3142 Lincoln Highway _ Phone (708)758-2060
Lynwood, IL 60411-7728 FAX (708) 758-8369
Distressed Unit Appeal Board February 8, 2010

c/o Stephanie Russo

200 West Washington Street
State House Room 212
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Re: Gary, IN
Dear Ms. Russo,

I am a resident of Gary, IN, Miller Beach area. My wife and I have
enjoyed our neighbors and the beach for ten years. Side-bar, my wife’s
grandfather, Judge Rldgely, along with Judge Gary, co- founded the City of

I write to you, to STOP ba111ng out City of Gary As residents, we know

that, no one in city government is qualified to govern, and more important, be
held accountable to it’s citizens.

Let it go bankrupt, and have the State of Indiana install an
administrator, and start to turn this once proud city around.

I include a letter to the editor from another Gary resident, which also
reinforces the local sentiment.

Slnﬁ/ - //\\

Joseph M. Thoesen

P.S. Like the definition of 1nsan1ty “Keep doing the same thing over and over,
but" xpecting a d1fferent result” !
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“I have no regrets proposing it. And I will ke
— GARY SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER DARREN WASHINGYON, COMMENTING ON HIS PRI

_ OPINION
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YOUR VIEWS

Gary can’t survive

- on its current course

It was disturbing to hear that
Mayor Clay gave the citizens of
Gary an uiltimatum: Either you
accept what I do and plan, or
“beat it.”

Yes, the mayor has told the
state that he will close fire sta-
tions and other public services,
but he has failed to remove the
administrators suggested by the
report, such as the deputy mayor,
while continuing to hire more
cronies.

If one follows the dictates of
Clay, Gary will be left as a ghost
town before long. It’s sad to read
how surrounding cities view Gary
as one deeply corrupted and
unwilling to accept help from its
neighbors. Moreover, this admin-
istration feels it can hang on while
help arrives from downstate,

You can tear down all the -
houses you wish — and you real-
ly need to do so — but that’s all

for nothing if Gary leaders fail to
change their understanding of
the residents. We sit here, 10
years into the 21st century, with
nothing but dreams.

I don't dislike the mayor, but as
a citizen I have a right to disagree
with where he’s taking this city.
We're already in the pits. Is there
any place further down to go?

The state should not send any
more money up here unless it's
under the control of a receiver.
The state already has acted pru-
dently regarding the township
assessor’s office; now it’s City

Hali’s turn to learn hbw toruna

- city by direction.
Roy Xavier Roddy
Gary
What if president
was dealt this hand?

Ilook at President Obama’s first
year in office and say, “What if?”

What if the banks had taken
the money we loaned them and
had figured out (with the presi-
dent) a way to extend home mort-
gages and lower mortgage rates
to help people save their homes?

What if the banks had figured
a way to loan money to small
businesses that had been pretty
successful up to last year?

What if Congress, realizing
our country is in trouble, had
voted to raise the percentage of
yearly income tax on all earnings
of $100,000 and above to 45 per-
cent, including all dividends and
bonuses?

What if the press lauded the
president for all the good proj-
ects he has accomplished, as well
as those not completed?

Instead, the health care bill the
president wanted has been ruined
by the Senate with thousands of
pages of gobbledygook. Now the
president is blamed, even though
he has not received the bill.

Lastly, what if the country and
media booed hatemongers instead
of playing up to them? This is
freedom of speech gone wild.

We have a brilliant, honest,
hardworking president who is
saddled with problems far

-donations go toward the purchase

the pantry. Their dedication is

willing to contribute both time

seems to keep slowing down.

greater than President Hoover
during the Great Depression. He
had no air transportation or wars
or the racial hatred of millions
with which to contend.
June Brown
Gary

Community thanked
by food pantry board

We wish to extend a heartfelt
thanks to the wonderful Portage
individuals, churches, schools and
businesses for your generosity
both during the holidays and
throughout the entire year. It is
important to note that all your

of food and other necessities,
since there are no paid positions
in this not-for-profit organization.

This past year, we never could
have served 8,412 families (1,050
of which were new), totaling
26,429 people, without your con-
tinuing support. Unfortunately,
this number represents a 30 per-
cent increase over 2008 in fami-
lies needing assistance.

A special thanks is in order to
our many wonderful volunteers
who braved the elements to open

amazing, and Portage is very for-
tunate to have so many people

and effort.
Again, thank you to everyone
for stepping up as the economy

Bill Felete
board president
Portage Township Food Pantry




Tribune

pushing for it, all the way to the governor’s office.”
SAL TO IMPOSE AN INCOME TAX ON THOSE WHO WORK IN GARY BUT LIVE OUTSIDE THE CITY.

Philpot wrongly gives ry
himself salary bonus

Former Lake County Clerk Tom Philpot is one of the rea-

¢

sons people have such a deep distrust for government.
The Post-Tribune reported a week ago that Philpot
* increased his own pay last year by $14,206 by pocketing
. money his office received from the Child Support Incentive
Fund. It may not be illegal. But it’s wrong. :
- From 2004 to 2009, Philpot increased his salary by
$24,702 from the Child Support Incentive Fund.

Incentive fund money goes to the clerk, the prosecutor
and the County Council. The amount is based in part on
the amount of child-support money collected. -

Despite Philpot’s claim that he simply has done what
previous clerks did, he’s wrong. A records check showed
that, at least back to 1994, no other clerk had boosted his
or her pay. Philpot became county coroner on Jan. 1 and

- plans on running for sheriff this year.

Longtime Lake County Prosecutor Bernard Carter
never has increased his own pay with the child support
money. And the same is the case with the County Council,
which hasn’t increased the pay of any council members.

Thomas O’Donnell, president of the Lake County Coun-
cil, the county’s fiscal body, said Philpot was out of line.

“Incentive funds don’t go to the office holder. They’re
supposed to spend it. It’s not supposed to go into their
pocket. It’s outrageous (what he did), when the rank-and-
file employees have gotten no (pay increases) for two
years,” O’Donnell said.

As Philpot gave himself a bonus last year, he also was

f%mer
IWhose?

laying off employees because of county fiscal problems. den-
Carter said he uses the money for part-time employees, [House.
expert witnesses and office supplies. That’s fine. The best o arvals
scenario is how Porter County Clerk Pamela Fish uses the THiodels
money — she hires part-time child support workers. _ [Rede
Whether it takes a statute change or county ordinance, {[Taking
it should be mandated that the incentive money be usedto <g::1"ey

supplement the child support program — not politicians.

{Name

_ Send us your opinion: Letters to the editor should be no more than 300 words. The
Post-Tribune reserves the right to edit or reject any letter. All letters must be signed and
include your name, address and telephone number for verification. To send us your letter
to the editor, mail to: 1433 E. 83rd Ave., Merrillville, IN 46410; fax to: (219) 648-3235; or
e-mail to: ptvoice@post-trib.com. If you have questions, call Rich James, editorial page
editor, at (219) 648-3117.




Russo, Stephanie |

From: Gary Votes [garyvotes@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 3:48 PM
To: D20gg1@aol.com; Dan Lowery; Tom Eaton; Ted Prettyman Jon Seidel; Carol Smith; Carole
~ Barnes; Eric Reaves; Nora\'s Miller Email List; Andy Young; Russo, Stephanie; Wendy
_ Prettyman
Subject: GSD cutting off water service in violation of Regulatory Commission Order.

http://Iwww.in.govliurc/files/43668order 012010.pdf

A Miller resident who refuses to pay her trash fee until such time as the Court has ruled that the City of Gary has a fee
ordinance in place, had her water shut off today (Thursday) for not paying her trash fee.

The State Utilities Regulatory Commission has ruled that there is no provision in state law to terminate water service.

Pursuant to Ind. Code § 36-9-25-11.5, a municipal sewage entity "may require that the water utility providing

water service to a delinquent user discontinue service until payment of all overdue [sewage] user fees,

together with any penaities provided in this section, are received by the municipality." Such section

does not provide for disconnection based on a customer's failure to pay trash collection fees.

Even after Janet Walker notified GSD that she would withhold trash collection payment but paid, in full, all of her water
and sewer fees, she still had her water shut off by GSD.

How did this happen?

It was because the GSD received Ms. Walker's payment but instead of applying her payment to the sewer fee, they
transferred money from that payment to trash collection fee so that it would leave her sewer bill unpaid.

It is really like taking a payment for sewer services and instead of applying credit to her account for sewer services, the
GSD went out and bought donuts for the office pool.

You cannot do that! It may even be illegal to ignore the payment of the customer and apply it to a different account. This
[is what GSD has been doing since the trash collection fee began to appear on GSD sewer bills.

We have contacted the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission to keep them informed of GSD's illegal action. They are
trying to circumvent the intent of the law and are taking money from customers and applying it elsewhere.

We were told that the IURC regards Ms. Walker's water shut off as an emergency and they will work with Indiana Water to
have her service restored.

The order of January 20, 2010 states:

4. Commission Findings. Where a municipality has contracted with another utility to

perform disconnections, the statute allows for disconnection of a customer upon non-payment of sewer
charges, but does not authorize disconnection for non-payment of other, unrelated charges. |.C. § 36-
9-25-11.5. The Commission must therefore ensure that any disconnection activity is limited to
disconnection for non-payment of sewer services under I.C. § 36-9-25-11.5.

We shall keep you posted on developments....

Richard Barnes, Ph.D.
Gary, IN




Russo, Stephanie

From: Gary Votes [garyvbtes@yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 8:45 AM
To: D20gg1@aol.com; Dan Lowery; Jerry Davich; Carole Carlson; Jon Seidel; Ted Prettyman;

Times Times News; Tom Eaton; Carol Smith; Carole Barnes; Andy Young; Jim Nowacki; Nora
Glenn; Russo, Stephanie
Subject: DUAB and the City of Gary...

Here is an article by Jon Seidel that should not go unnoticed. An obvious error by DUAB for not
having closer oversight, and/or the City of Gary in their desperation to pay their bills.

All this at a time when DUAB is coming to a conclusion about Gary's second request for property tax
cap exemptions and higher property taxes for the people of Gary (the highest in the state of Indiana
already!).

Based on experience of the first year, and the faulty numbers presented by the fiscal manager, PFM,
they should just forget about any additional "relief" for the city. Gary has once again demonstrated it's
inability to govern responsibly and in good faith.

Tax fund pay back muddled
(http://www.post-trib.com/news/lake/2041577 ,gduab0211.article)
February 11, 2010

BY JON SEIDEL, (317) 631-7400

INDIANAPOLIS -- Gary government units that successfully petitioned a state tax appeals board last
year might need to return some money, Auditor Tim Berry said Wednesday.

It isn't clear how much cash is at stake, Berry said, nor is it clear where that money will go. He said
credits granted by the Distressed Unit Appeals Board to the city of Gary and other Gary units appear
to have been miscalculated.

The odds of that error favoring the Gary units, he said, are poor. However, he said, a full review of tax
distributions for 2008-pay-2009 is under way to make sure there are no further errors.

The state review began earlier this week after Curtis Whitaker, an accountant for Calumet Township,
contacted the state to discuss the potential error. He said tax collections for the township were lower
than he had expected.




Whitaker said his own review of tax distributions suggests money meant for units that did not petition
the DUAB, like the township and the Gary schools, ended up going to the taxing units that did
petition.

A spokeswoman for the Gary schools said Tuesday their tax collections were unexpectediy low, but
she declined to speculate on where the money went.

The Indiana Distressed Unit Appeals Board intended to give $23.5 million in relief last year to the city
of Gary, the Gary Stormwater Management District, the Gary Public Transportation Corp. and the
Gary/Chicago International Airport.

Most the money, $22.8 million, went to the city of Gary.

Berry said the units that petitioned the DUAB haven't been contacted yet by the state. He said his
office is waiting to contact them until after the review is finished.

It could be completed as soon as today.

Gary Controller Celita Green told the Post-Tribune last month the city received a check for $54 million
from 2008 pay 2009 tax collections. That's $7 million less than anticipated.

The city budget was calculated on an 80 percent tax collection rate, but collections turned out to be
closer to 72 percent.
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