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Presenter
Presentation Notes




Disclaimer

• This presentation and other Department of 
Local Government Finance materials are not 
a substitute for the law! This is not legal 
advice, just an informative presentation. The 
Indiana Code always governs. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First things first…my standard legal disclaimer…I nor others from DLGF will be providing legal advice. If there is a conflict between the material contained in this presentation and the law…the law governs.



Introduction

Daniel Shackle
General Counsel

Telephone: (317) 233-9219
E-mail: dshackle@dlgf.in.gov
Website: www.in.gov/dlgf
“Contact Us”: 
www.in.gov/dlgf/2338.htm
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is my contact information. Please email those questions to me or you can email Deputy General Counsels Dave Marusarz and Emily Crisler, as well. The legal division of DLGF has a number of responsibilities, but the primary ones include managing legislative and litigation matters, advising the Commissioner and division heads on the law as it applies to their areas or responsibility, and preforming ongoing general risk assessment on all matters relating to DLGF. Matt Parkinson was scheduled to speak at this conference, but he has recently departed. Matt is now the CFO for Danville Community Schools. Matt was a tremendous asset to DLGF and the local units and will be missed. Therefore, we have been working to ensure that Matt’s responsibilities are covered, thus the confusion on presenting at this conference. So, I’m presenting today along with our Budget Director, Fred Van Dorp. Lori asked Fred and I who is going to present first. Given that there is no way to follow Fred, I elected to go first.

mailto:dshackle@dlgf.in.gov
http://www.in.gov/dlgf
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2338.htm


HEA 1427 –
2019 DLGF Agency Bill

(Mostly)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you may recall the DLGF agency bill in 2018, HB 1104, was held up in the legislature due to some additions not proposed by DLGF. Thus, it did not pass. This year, our agency bill HB 1427 was adopted by the legislature and signed by the Governor. However, the combining of the 1104 along this year’s changes, and the other myriad of additions by the legislature meant that we are the custodians of the second longest bill this session.A number of the items in 1427 were proposed by DLGF. Additionally, my legal staff and I worked with legislators on other sections to ensure that the law could be implemented by DLGF. We were very busy. Please keep in mind, however, that about half of 1427 was not proposed by DLGF. So, please don’t shoot the messenger.



HEA 1427 – Form 22

• Specifies that county auditors must submit the 
certification of tax distributions and settlements to 
the transparency portal not later than:
• (1) July 15 for the distributions and settlements 

to be completed by the 51st day after May 10.
• (2) January 15 of the following year for 

distributions and settlements to be completed 
by the 51st day after November 10.

IC 5-14-3.8-9 (NEW)
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HEA 1427 - Deductions

• Homestead Deduction IC 6-1.1-12-17.8
• Removes requirement that homeowners reapply 

for the standard homestead deduction in the 
case of divorce, marriage, or joint ownership.

• Specifies that if a county auditor terminated a 
homestead deduction between June 30, 2017 
and May 1, 2019 for failure to reapply in the case 
of divorce, marriage, or joint ownership, the 
county auditor must reinstate the deduction.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The requirement for resubmission for divorce, marriage, or joint ownership was added in 2017. The legislature was concerned that it was not intuitive that you would need to refile a for a homestead deduction upon marriage. If, as a result of previous version of the law, a person did not refile, the new statutes directs that the homestead is to be reinstated. One would assume that any penalties would need to be refunded.



HEA 1427 – Deductions

• Mobile Home Deductions
• Specifies that the filing deadlines for property tax 

deductions applicable to mobile homes and 
manufactured homes that are not assessed as real 
property are the same as the filing deadlines for 
property tax deductions applicable to real property.

• Legislative Study
• Urges the Legislative Council to study the advisability 

of eliminating the mortgage property tax deduction 
and the advisability of increasing the homestead 
standard deduction.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mobile homes will now have the same deadline for a deduction as real property. The taxpayer must file for the deduction in the year prior to requesting the deduction and not after January 5 of the current year.Legislative summer studies were assigned yesterday by the legislative council. While this particular study was not assigned, there is a catch all study which will be a multi-year review of tax incentives reports from the Legislative Services Agency for which a statute requires a Committee hearing. You may see the topic of mortgage property tax deductions and the advisability of increasing the homestead standard deduction in that interim committee.



HEA 1427 – Homestead Database Updates

• Requires county auditors to submit data on 
deductions applicable to the current tax year 
to the homestead property data base on or 
before March 15 of each year, in a manner 
prescribed by the Department.

IC 6-1.1-12-37
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, some auditors submit as the deductions are approved and some submit in one or more batches. This change is to help ensure that there is one day which the homestead database is “current.” Thus, it should prove to make it easier to identify those folks who are claiming more than one deduction.The manner prescribed by the DLGF means through the homestead database, which is the current method of submission.



HEA 1427 – Exemptions

• Exemption Filing Grace Period IC 6-1.1-11-3
• Provides that a person seeking a property tax 

exemption for property used for a charitable 
purpose may file an exemption application up to 
30 days following the statutory deadline for the 
exemption application if the person pays a late 
fee equal to the lesser of:
• (1) twenty-five dollars ($25) for each day after 

the deadline; or
• (2) two hundred fifty dollars ($250)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every year the legislature passes specific legislation for one or more non-profits that missed the filing deadline. This change will hopefully help limit the amount of special legislation and ensure the non-profits remain tax exempt.If there are penalties associated with the grace period, that money is to be deposited in the county’s property reassessment fund.



HEA 1427 – Exemptions

• Non-Profit IC 6-1.1-10-16
• Provides that a property owner may submit a 

property tax exemption application before 
September 1, 2019, for any real and personal 
property:
• (1) for which an exemption application was filed 

after April 1, 2017, and before April 10, 2017; and
• (2) that would have been eligible for a property 

tax exemption if an exemption application had 
been properly and timely filed for the real and 
personal property.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am unaware of the specific reason for this part of the bill. It seems specifically geared toward an individual taxpayer. Please know that this out there if a taxpayer requests the special treatment.If a non-profit fits the criteria of this legislation, the county will be required to refund any amounts paid without interest or penalties applied. However, the county is also not require to pay interest to the taxpayer as part of the refund.



HEA 1427 – Exemptions

• Church IC 6-1.1-10-16 or IC 6-1.1-10-21
• Provides that a property owner may submit a property 

tax exemption application before September 1, 2019, for 
any real and personal property:
(1) is owned, occupied, and used by a taxpayer that is a 

church or religious society; and
(2) would have been eligible for a property tax 

exemption for assessment dates after December 31, 
2003, and before March 1, 2015, if an exemption 
application had been properly and timely filed for 
the real property.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, this is special legislation which allows churches to file for an exemption between 2003 and 2015.If a church fits the criteria of this legislation, the county will be required to refund any amounts paid without interest or penalties applied. However, the county is also not require to pay interest to the taxpayer as part of the refund.



HB 1104 - 2018

• Cemetery Property IC 6-1.1-10-27
• Provides that a property owner may 

submit a property tax exemption 
application before September 1, 2019, for 
any real and personal property for taxes 
payable in 2013 through 2017 if the 
property qualified for the exemption as 
cemetery property on those assessment 
dates and an exemption application was 
filed before August 1, 2017.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, this is special legislation which allows cemeteries to file for an exemption between 2033 and 2017.If a cemetery fits the criteria of this legislation, the county will be required to refund any amounts paid without interest or penalties applied. However, the county is also not require to pay interest to the taxpayer as part of the refund.



HEA 1427 – Personal Property Appeals

• Specifies that personal property assessments 
may be appealed within 45 days of the date 
on which a county mails a notice to the 
taxpayer advising that an assessing official 
has changed the valuation.

IC 6-1.1-15-1.1
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the 2017 Legislative Session, the General Assembly passed Senate Enrolled Act 386, which overhauled the property tax review and assessment procedures. In addition to reforming the appeals process, the legislation also changed the filing deadline for appeals of the assessed value of property from forty-five (45) days after the notice or statement were mailed to: (1) June 15 of the assessment year, if the notice of assessment is mailed by the county before May 1 of the assessment year; or (2) June 15 of the year in which the tax statement is mailed by the county treasurer, if the notice of assessment is mailed by the county on or after May 1 of the assessment year. The practical impact of the new assessment appeal provisions under SEA 386 resulted in a scenario where it was possible that: (1) a taxpayer is unable to appeal a personal property assessment; OR (2) the value of a personal property assessment isn’t finalized for over two years. The return of the 45-day amendment period for personal property appeals ensures that both of those scenarios are eliminated.



HEA 1427 – Tax Adjustment Boards

• Repeals the statutes providing for a county 
board of tax adjustment, and repeals the 
provisions related to the county board of tax 
adjustment for the local budgeting process.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
No county has had a board of tax adjustment for about the past decade, thus there was no reason to keep language referring to the board in statute. As we originally proposed last year in HB 1104, all language referring to the tax adjustment boards was removed from statute. This should have no effect on your current practices.



HEA 1427 – Budget Filing

• Specifies that a political subdivision shall file 
the budget adopted by the political 
subdivision with the Department not later 
than five (5) business days after the budget is 
adopted.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The DLGF was successful in certifying all budgets by December 31 or January 15, which ever is applicable, for all political subdivisions in 2018. This was an all hands on deck effort and we are very proud of this accomplishment. It is a good thing for the units as they begin implementing their budgets at the beginning of the calendar year.However, it was not easy. The sooner DLGF receives the budgets adopted by the units, the sooner we can begin the certification process. There have been instances in the past of units adopting budgets in August/September, but waiting to submit at the beginning of November. Waiting until the last minute is problematic for two reasons. 1) if the DLGF finds errors there is no time for the unit to correct as they no longer have time to hold the necessary hearings. 2) DLGF cannot get started certifying the units budget until we receive the unit’s adopted budget. This change applies to all units including schools.



HEA 1427 – Tax Cancellation

• Provides that the county executive (instead of the 
Department) may cancel any property taxes 
assessed against real property owned by a county, 
township, city, town, or body corporate and politic 
established under IC 8-10-5-2(a).

• For counties containing a consolidated city, the 
county executive is the board of commissioners of 
the county.

IC 6-1.1-36-7
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Often local units seek to eliminate taxes on parcels for the purposes of economic development and getting the property back on the tax rolls. In years past, DLGF has received for approval numerous requests to cancel taxes for property owned by a local unit. There are a number of steps required at the local level to cancel taxes including approval by the auditor, treasurer, and assessor, and approval by the county executive. That then required the approval of the DLGF Commissioner. DLGF has not denied these cancelations if the proper steps were taken at the local and county level. Plus, the State does not receive any of the tax dollars. We were successful in removing the DLGF approval requirement, which should make this process faster with less bureaucratic red-tape. DLGF will continue to be the final approver for other types of tax cancelations including for State owned property, railroads, etc. However, we have not received a request for those types of cancelations since the Commissioner and I began or tenure at DLGF.



HEA 1427 – Judicial Proceedings

• Removes the requirement for township assessors, 
county assessors, county auditors, and county property 
tax assessment board appeals to obtain written 
approval from the attorney general to use outside 
counsel for representation in a judicial proceeding.

• Specifies that these officials may elect to be represented 
by the attorney general under a written agreement.

IC 33-26-7-1
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, the County officials engage their own counsel for representation at PTABOA and the Indiana Board of Tax Review. If that case then goes to the Tax Court, Counties must then switch attorneys and utilize counsel from the Attorney General’s Office. This law gives the County the option of either utilizing the AG’s attorneys or continuing with private counsel.



HEA 1427 – County Official Training

• Provides that money in the county elected officials training 
fund may be used to provide:
(1) travel, lodging, and related expenses associated with any 

training paid for from the fund; and
(2) training of one or more designees of a county elected 

official if sufficient funds are appropriated by the county 
fiscal body.

• Specifies that money in the county elected officials training 
fund may be used for the newly elected training course 
expenses.

IC 36-2-7-19
18

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This change, which was championed by the Association of Indiana Counties amongst others, ensures that there is statutory language which allows the county officials training fund to be used for training of local officials. Including travel, lodging, and other related expenses for county officials and their staff.If you have further questions about this please seek counsel from your local attorney and the State Board of Accounts.



HEA 1427 – County Official Training

• Provides that an individual first elected to the 
office of county auditor shall complete five 
(5) hours of newly elected official training 
courses before the individual first takes 
office.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This change also provides that a newly elected county official must complete at least five hours of newly elected official training courses before they take office.This was not a proposal by DLGF, however, the Commissioner is a huge advocate for training for all governmental officials. As a former 3 term elected official himself, Wes will often point out that “just because a person wins a popularity contest (election), doesn’t not mean they understand the indecencies of their new position. We all, me included, can benefit from continual training to ensure we are providing the best possible service to the Tax Payers of Indiana.



HEA 1427 – Endorsement Fee

• Increases, from $5 to $10, the amount of the 
county fee that a county auditor shall charge 
for endorsing a real estate conveyance 
document and provides that the fee revenue 
must be used for developing or maintaining 
plat books, in traditional or electronic format.

IC 36-2-9-18
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, a fee of $5 charged by the auditor for endorsing a real estate conveyance document was optional if adopted by the legislative body of the county. This change requires each county legislative body to allow the auditor to charge a $10 fee.The fee still must be used for developing or maintaining plat books, but is specifics that those plat books can be in a traditional or electronic format.



How we can help?

• Research the FAQs, memos, and presentations on the 
Department’s website.

• Ask the auditor or other staff.

• Consult with your county attorney.

• The Department cannot provide legal or fiscal advice
• We can help you identify the law,
• The elected official must apply the facts to the law.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLGF is always happy to help point local units in the right direction to identify the applicable law and issue guidance on how DLGF will interpret the law when it is appropriate for us to do so. This slide is an effort to ensure that auditor’s offices are utilizing the many resources available to them prior to bring the issue to our office.DLGF spends a large amount of time presenting at conferences, preparing guidance memos, and issuing FAQs. All of which are posted on our website for your reference. The vast majority of your questions are addressed in those materials. If you have questions about accessing that information, please call our communications director, Jenny Banks, as she is the custodian of the data on our website.Ask around your office. Many of you have good internal controls or are small enough where everyone always knows what is going on and can answer questions as they arise. However, auditor staff often email DLGF and it is clear that they have not inquired with the Auditor or other senior staff. Take advantage of your internal resources. Additionally, you have accesses to two excellent resources in AIC and the auditor’s association. They may understand better than DLGF if something is an issue or if it is a common question.Contact your county attorney. I understand that some counties have better access to their county attorney than others. 



Thank you!

Daniel Shackle, General Counsel
• Telephone: 317-233-9219
• E-mail: dshackle@dlgf.in.gov
• Website: www.in.gov/dlgf
• “Contact Us”: www.in.gov/dlgf/2338.htm

22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have any questions, please see Fred, Wes, or I, or talk to the budget field at our table in the hall. As usual, we will combine questions in to a FAQ document, distribute that document to you all via email, and post it on our website. Thank you.

mailto:dshackle@dlgf.in.gov
http://www.in.gov/dlgf
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2338.htm
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First things first…my standard legal disclaimer…I nor others from DLGF will be providing legal advice. If there is a conflict between the material contained in this presentation and the law…the law governs.
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Here is my contact information. Please email those questions to me or you can email Deputy General Counsels Dave Marusarz and Emily Crisler, as well. 



The legal division of DLGF has a number of responsibilities, but the primary ones include managing legislative and litigation matters, advising the Commissioner and division heads on the law as it applies to their areas or responsibility, and preforming ongoing general risk assessment on all matters relating to DLGF. 



Matt Parkinson was scheduled to speak at this conference, but he has recently departed. Matt is now the CFO for Danville Community Schools. Matt was a tremendous asset to DLGF and the local units and will be missed. Therefore, we have been working to ensure that Matt’s responsibilities are covered, thus the confusion on presenting at this conference.

 So, I’m presenting today along with our Budget Director, Fred Van Dorp. Lori asked Fred and I who is going to present first. Given that there is no way to follow Fred, I elected to go first.
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HEA 1427 – 
2019 DLGF Agency Bill
(Mostly)
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As you may recall the DLGF agency bill in 2018, HB 1104, was held up in the legislature due to some additions not proposed by DLGF. Thus, it did not pass. This year, our agency bill HB 1427 was adopted by the legislature and signed by the Governor. However, the combining of the 1104 along this year’s changes, and the other myriad of additions by the legislature meant that we are the custodians of the second longest bill this session.



A number of the items in 1427 were proposed by DLGF. Additionally, my legal staff and I worked with legislators on other sections to ensure that the law could be implemented by DLGF. We were very busy. Please keep in mind, however, that about half of 1427 was not proposed by DLGF. So, please don’t shoot the messenger.
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HEA 1427 – Form 22

Specifies that county auditors must submit the certification of tax distributions and settlements to the transparency portal not later than:

(1) July 15 for the distributions and settlements to be completed by the 51st day after May 10.

(2) January 15 of the following year for distributions and settlements to be completed by the 51st day after November 10.



IC 5-14-3.8-9 (NEW)
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HEA 1427 - Deductions

Homestead Deduction IC 6-1.1-12-17.8

Removes requirement that homeowners reapply for the standard homestead deduction in the case of divorce, marriage, or joint ownership.

Specifies that if a county auditor terminated a homestead deduction between June 30, 2017 and May 1, 2019 for failure to reapply in the case of divorce, marriage, or joint ownership, the county auditor must reinstate the deduction.
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The requirement for resubmission for divorce, marriage, or joint ownership was added in 2017. The legislature was concerned that it was not intuitive that you would need to refile a for a homestead deduction upon marriage. 



If, as a result of previous version of the law, a person did not refile, the new statutes directs that the homestead is to be reinstated. One would assume that any penalties would need to be refunded.
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HEA 1427 – Deductions

Mobile Home Deductions

Specifies that the filing deadlines for property tax deductions applicable to mobile homes and manufactured homes that are not assessed as real property are the same as the filing deadlines for property tax deductions applicable to real property.



Legislative Study

Urges the Legislative Council to study the advisability of eliminating the mortgage property tax deduction and the advisability of increasing the homestead standard deduction.
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Mobile homes will now have the same deadline for a deduction as real property. The taxpayer must file for the deduction in the year prior to requesting the deduction and not after January 5 of the current year.



Legislative summer studies were assigned yesterday by the legislative council. While this particular study was not assigned, there is a catch all study which will be a multi-year review of tax incentives reports from the Legislative Services Agency for which a statute requires a Committee hearing. You may see the topic of mortgage property tax deductions and the advisability of increasing the homestead standard deduction in that interim committee.
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HEA 1427 – Homestead Database Updates

Requires county auditors to submit data on deductions applicable to the current tax year to the homestead property data base on or before March 15 of each year, in a manner prescribed by the Department.



IC 6-1.1-12-37
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Currently, some auditors submit as the deductions are approved and some submit in one or more batches. This change is to help ensure that there is one day which the homestead database is “current.” Thus, it should prove to make it easier to identify those folks who are claiming more than one deduction.



The manner prescribed by the DLGF means through the homestead database, which is the current method of submission.
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HEA 1427 – Exemptions

Exemption Filing Grace Period IC 6-1.1-11-3

Provides that a person seeking a property tax exemption for property used for a charitable purpose may file an exemption application up to 30 days following the statutory deadline for the exemption application if the person pays a late fee equal to the lesser of:

(1) twenty-five dollars ($25) for each day after the deadline; or

(2) two hundred fifty dollars ($250)

9







Every year the legislature passes specific legislation for one or more non-profits that missed the filing deadline. This change will hopefully help limit the amount of special legislation and ensure the non-profits remain tax exempt.



If there are penalties associated with the grace period, that money is to be deposited in the county’s property reassessment fund.
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HEA 1427 – Exemptions

Non-Profit IC 6-1.1-10-16

Provides that a property owner may submit a property tax exemption application before September 1, 2019, for any real and personal property:

(1) for which an exemption application was filed after April 1, 2017, and before April 10, 2017; and

(2) that would have been eligible for a property tax exemption if an exemption application had been properly and timely filed for the real and personal property.
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I am unaware of the specific reason for this part of the bill. It seems specifically geared toward an individual taxpayer. Please know that this out there if a taxpayer requests the special treatment.





If a non-profit fits the criteria of this legislation, the county will be required to refund any amounts paid without interest or penalties applied. However, the county is also not require to pay interest to the taxpayer as part of the refund.
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HEA 1427 – Exemptions

Church IC 6-1.1-10-16 or IC 6-1.1-10-21

Provides that a property owner may submit a property tax exemption application before September 1, 2019, for any real and personal property:

is owned, occupied, and used by a taxpayer that is a church or religious society; and

would have been eligible for a property tax exemption for assessment dates after December 31, 2003, and before March 1, 2015, if an exemption application had been properly and timely filed for the real property.
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Again, this is special legislation which allows churches to file for an exemption between 2003 and 2015.



If a church fits the criteria of this legislation, the county will be required to refund any amounts paid without interest or penalties applied. However, the county is also not require to pay interest to the taxpayer as part of the refund.
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HB 1104 - 2018

Cemetery Property IC 6-1.1-10-27

Provides that a property owner may submit a property tax exemption application before September 1, 2019, for any real and personal property for taxes payable in 2013 through 2017 if the property qualified for the exemption as cemetery property on those assessment dates and an exemption application was filed before August 1, 2017.
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Again, this is special legislation which allows cemeteries to file for an exemption between 2033 and 2017.



If a cemetery fits the criteria of this legislation, the county will be required to refund any amounts paid without interest or penalties applied. However, the county is also not require to pay interest to the taxpayer as part of the refund.
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HEA 1427 – Personal Property Appeals

Specifies that personal property assessments may be appealed within 45 days of the date on which a county mails a notice to the taxpayer advising that an assessing official has changed the valuation.



IC 6-1.1-15-1.1

13







During the 2017 Legislative Session, the General Assembly passed Senate Enrolled Act 386, which overhauled the property tax review and assessment procedures. In addition to reforming the appeals process, the legislation also changed the filing deadline for appeals of the assessed value of property from forty-five (45) days after the notice or statement were mailed to: (1) June 15 of the assessment year, if the notice of assessment is mailed by the county before May 1 of the assessment year; or (2) June 15 of the year in which the tax statement is mailed by the county treasurer, if the notice of assessment is mailed by the county on or after May 1 of the assessment year. The practical impact of the new assessment appeal provisions under SEA 386 resulted in a scenario where it was possible that: (1) a taxpayer is unable to appeal a personal property assessment; OR (2) the value of a personal property assessment isn’t finalized for over two years. The return of the 45-day amendment period for personal property appeals ensures that both of those scenarios are eliminated.
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HEA 1427 – Tax Adjustment Boards

Repeals the statutes providing for a county board of tax adjustment, and repeals the provisions related to the county board of tax adjustment for the local budgeting process.
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No county has had a board of tax adjustment for about the past decade, thus there was no reason to keep language referring to the board in statute. As we originally proposed last year in HB 1104, all language referring to the tax adjustment boards was removed from statute. This should have no effect on your current practices.
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HEA 1427 – Budget Filing

Specifies that a political subdivision shall file the budget adopted by the political subdivision with the Department not later than five (5) business days after the budget is adopted.
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The DLGF was successful in certifying all budgets by December 31 or January 15, which ever is applicable, for all political subdivisions in 2018. This was an all hands on deck effort and we are very proud of this accomplishment. It is a good thing for the units as they begin implementing their budgets at the beginning of the calendar year.



However, it was not easy. The sooner DLGF receives the budgets adopted by the units, the sooner we can begin the certification process. There have been instances in the past of units adopting budgets in August/September, but waiting to submit at the beginning of November. Waiting until the last minute is problematic for two reasons. 1) if the DLGF finds errors there is no time for the unit to correct as they no longer have time to hold the necessary hearings. 2) DLGF cannot get started certifying the units budget until we receive the unit’s adopted budget. This change applies to all units including schools.
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HEA 1427 – Tax Cancellation

Provides that the county executive (instead of the Department) may cancel any property taxes assessed against real property owned by a county, township, city, town, or body corporate and politic established under IC 8-10-5-2(a).

For counties containing a consolidated city, the county executive is the board of commissioners of the county.



IC 6-1.1-36-7
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Often local units seek to eliminate taxes on parcels for the purposes of economic development and getting the property back on the tax rolls. In years past, DLGF has received for approval numerous requests to cancel taxes for property owned by a local unit. There are a number of steps required at the local level to cancel taxes including approval by the auditor, treasurer, and assessor, and approval by the county executive. That then required the approval of the DLGF Commissioner. DLGF has not denied these cancelations if the proper steps were taken at the local and county level. Plus, the State does not receive any of the tax dollars. We were successful in removing the DLGF approval requirement, which should make this process faster with less bureaucratic red-tape. 



DLGF will continue to be the final approver for other types of tax cancelations including for State owned property, railroads, etc. However, we have not received a request for those types of cancelations since the Commissioner and I began or tenure at DLGF.
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HEA 1427 – Judicial Proceedings

Removes the requirement for township assessors, county assessors, county auditors, and county property tax assessment board appeals to obtain written approval from the attorney general to use outside counsel for representation in a judicial proceeding.



Specifies that these officials may elect to be represented by the attorney general under a written agreement.



IC 33-26-7-1
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Currently, the County officials engage their own counsel for representation at PTABOA and the Indiana Board of Tax Review. If that case then goes to the Tax Court, Counties must then switch attorneys and utilize counsel from the Attorney General’s Office. This law gives the County the option of either utilizing the AG’s attorneys or continuing with private counsel.
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HEA 1427 – County Official Training

Provides that money in the county elected officials training fund may be used to provide:

travel, lodging, and related expenses associated with any training paid for from the fund; and

training of one or more designees of a county elected official if sufficient funds are appropriated by the county fiscal body.



Specifies that money in the county elected officials training fund may be used for the newly elected training course expenses.



IC 36-2-7-19
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This change, which was championed by the Association of Indiana Counties amongst others, ensures that there is statutory language which allows the county officials training fund to be used for training of local officials. Including travel, lodging, and other related expenses for county officials and their staff.



If you have further questions about this please seek counsel from your local attorney and the State Board of Accounts.
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HEA 1427 – County Official Training

Provides that an individual first elected to the office of county auditor shall complete five (5) hours of newly elected official training courses before the individual first takes office.
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This change also provides that a newly elected county official must complete at least five hours of newly elected official training courses before they take office.



This was not a proposal by DLGF, however, the Commissioner is a huge advocate for training for all governmental officials. As a former 3 term elected official himself, Wes will often point out that “just because a person wins a popularity contest (election), doesn’t not mean they understand the indecencies of their new position. We all, me included, can benefit from continual training to ensure we are providing the best possible service to the Tax Payers of Indiana.
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HEA 1427 – Endorsement Fee

Increases, from $5 to $10, the amount of the county fee that a county auditor shall charge for endorsing a real estate conveyance document and provides that the fee revenue must be used for developing or maintaining plat books, in traditional or electronic format.



IC 36-2-9-18
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Currently, a fee of $5 charged by the auditor for endorsing a real estate conveyance document was optional if adopted by the legislative body of the county. This change requires each county legislative body to allow the auditor to charge a $10 fee.



The fee still must be used for developing or maintaining plat books, but is specifics that those plat books can be in a traditional or electronic format.
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How we can help?

Research the FAQs, memos, and presentations on the Department’s website.



Ask the auditor or other staff.



Consult with your county attorney.



The Department cannot provide legal or fiscal advice

We can help you identify the law,

The elected official must apply the facts to the law.
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DLGF is always happy to help point local units in the right direction to identify the applicable law and issue guidance on how DLGF will interpret the law when it is appropriate for us to do so. 

This slide is an effort to ensure that auditor’s offices are utilizing the many resources available to them prior to bring the issue to our office.



DLGF spends a large amount of time presenting at conferences, preparing guidance memos, and issuing FAQs. All of which are posted on our website for your reference. The vast majority of your questions are addressed in those materials. If you have questions about accessing that information, please call our communications director, Jenny Banks, as she is the custodian of the data on our website.

Ask around your office. Many of you have good internal controls or are small enough where everyone always knows what is going on and can answer questions as they arise. However, auditor staff often email DLGF and it is clear that they have not inquired with the Auditor or other senior staff. Take advantage of your internal resources. Additionally, you have accesses to two excellent resources in AIC and the auditor’s association. They may understand better than DLGF if something is an issue or if it is a common question.

Contact your county attorney. I understand that some counties have better access to their county attorney than others. 
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Thank you!

Daniel Shackle, General Counsel

Telephone: 317-233-9219

E-mail: dshackle@dlgf.in.gov

Website: www.in.gov/dlgf

“Contact Us”: www.in.gov/dlgf/2338.htm
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If you have any questions, please see Fred, Wes, or I, or talk to the budget field at our table in the hall. As usual, we will combine questions in to a FAQ document, distribute that document to you all via email, and post it on our website. 

Thank you.
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