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Members: 
Steve Garrison                                      Ed O’Farrell 
Ron Parsons                                         Hugh Garner 
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Jim Christopher                                     Tina Butt 
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Staff:  
Rick Archer                                             Tony Pagano                                        
Sam Steinhilber                                     
 
Guests: 
Michael Hendricks, Bloomington Hospital 
Terry Hamilton, Community Hospitals 
 
Chairman Ed O’Farrell introduced himself and thanked everyone for being in attendance.  He 
called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m. 
 
Old Business 
 
Tony discussed the reassignment of some of the office staff – Joe Wainscott has replaced Eric 
Dietz as the head of the DHS who has returned to Purdue University.  Mike Garvey has been 
given the title of Chief of Staff for the agency.  James Greeson has replaced Roger Johnson as 
the new Fire Marshall beginning next month.  Several other new faces have arrived on the scene 
as secretaries and office staff. 
 
The EMS Commission did accept the 12-Lead EKG curriculum to be put into the Paramedic 
program.  They did not accept the EKG curriculum for Basics, Advanced, or Intermediate EMTs.  
Tony recommended that the Education Committee take the curriculum back to the EMS 
Commission and ask them to reconsider for Intermediates only based on the curriculum being 
only to take and transmit the EKG without interpretation.  Motion by Tina Butt and seconded by 
Steve Garrison to take it back to the EMS Commission at their next meeting on May 16.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Tony has suggested that the Education Committee could probably go ahead and look at the new 
curriculum and begin evaluating what we would like to include in the new curriculum.  At the 
national level the new levels will include the equivalent of our First Responder, EMT (without 
other distinction), Advanced EMT (the current Intermediate level), and Paramedic (without the 
EMT distinction). 
 



Status of Computer-Based Testing   Ivy Tech now has all of the current tests.  We will still be 
sending the First Responder exams to the PI if they request them.  However, First Responder 
students could go to Ivy Tech to test out if they wish. 
 
Tina Butt has taught an advanced class and has had seven students fail the final exam.  They 
appear to be failing the Weapons of Mass Destruction section.  Tina was concerned about the 
scores.  John Zartman, Jim Christopher, and Steve Garrison all indicated that they had requested 
looking at both the PI test and the First Responder and EMT tests, especially the HazMat 
questions.  Tony will make the arrangements for these committee members to review the test 
questions. 
 
New Business 
 
Rick Archer presented information on the Emergency Preparedness for EMS Advisory 
Committee of IDHS.  The focus is how to improve the ability of First Responders and First 
Receivers to respond to Weapons of Mass Destruction and Multiple Casualty Incidents by 
providing training, exercises, and subject matter expert consultation.  He presented a handout 
that is attached to this document as an addendum for your review.  He also talked about the 
program and the goals of the program (to increase the awareness and operational ability in the 
basic response level so as to improve our response to major incidents.  If you have comments or 
suggestions, please e-mail them to Rick at RArcher@DHS.IN.Gov. 
 
By January 1, 2009, the EMS Commission has to have in place an Autism training program.  
Tony wanted to know if the committee wants to go with the current program or if we would like 
to design our own.  Hugh Garner made a motion and it was seconded by John Zartman that the 
EMS Education Advisory Committee reviews the current curriculum to determine its 
applicability and if there are any changes that need to be made to add it to our curriculum.  
Motion carried unanimously.  This needs to be done by May 1 so that Tony will have time to get 
it together for the EMS Commission’s May 16 meeting. 
 
Tony spoke of the upcoming EMS conference.  This year he formed a task force to discuss the 
group of suggestions as to speakers and topics.  Tony feels this year could be a great year based 
on the preliminary program.  This year’s program will be on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 
 
Late Arrival 
 
Sam was here to discuss the skill sheets and the upcoming rep skill sessions.  On May 1 there 
will be three sessions presented to the reps: 10 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. in the evening.  The 
location is 3930 Georgetown Road.  This is the new home of Wishard Ambulance Service, 
Wishard EMS Education, the Indiana University Department of Emergency Medicine Out of 
Hospital Division, and the Indiana University Department of Emergency Medicine Paramedic 
Science Program. All reps are required to be there.  Sam asked the group about to set a time 
frame to update the defibrillators that we are training on to current national standards.  Please 
sign up quickly for this mandatory in-service for reps. 
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Rita Herrington is attending her last Education Committee meeting.  She is moving on to become 
a Nurse Practitioner and leaving EMS.  We all wish her well.  She has played an active and vital 
role in EMS education for a long time and we will miss her greatly.  Take care, girl!  Good luck! 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2;00 p.m.  The next meeting will be on June 30, 2008 at noon. 
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