
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

By U.S. Certified Mail 

 

James D. Lienhoop, Mayor and Presiding Officer 

Common Council of the City of Columbus, Indiana 

c/o Luann Welmer, City Clerk Treasurer  

Columbus City Hall 

123 Washington Street 

Columbus, Indiana 47201 

 

Re: Order of Approval – Fire Prevention Ordinance of the City of Columbus, Indiana 

      

Dear Mayor Lienhoop:  

 

Pursuant to Indiana Code § 22-13-2-5.5, the Fire Prevention and Building Safety 

Commission (Commission), at its regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, March 5, 2019, 

approved the following ordinances: 

 

 Ordinance No. 2, 2019 – Fire Prevention Ordinance of the City of Columbus, 

Indiana 

 

Enclosed with this letter are the Commission’s orders of approval, and a copy of the 

ordinance, endorsed by Robin E. Nicoson, Chairman of the Fire Prevention and Building Safety 

Commission. If you have any additional questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Douglas J. Boyle, Director 

Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission 

Indiana Department of Homeland Security 

302 W. Washington Street, Room E-208 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

doboyle@dhs.in.gov 

(317) 650-7720 

 

Enclosure 

cc: Alan L. Whitted, City Attorney of the City of Columbus, Indiana (by electronic mail and U.S. 

certified mail) 

File   

mailto:doboyle@dhs.in.gov


 

 
 
 
 

 
ORDER OF APPROVAL 

 
TO: James D. Lienhoop, Mayor and Presiding Officer 
 Common Council of the City of Columbus, Indiana 
 c/o Luann Welmer, City Clerk Treasurer 
 Columbus City Hall 
 123 Washington Street 
 Columbus, Indiana 47201 
 
 Alan L. Whitted, City Attorney 
 Whitted Law, LLC 
 431 Washington Street  
 Columbus, IN 47201 
 
FROM: Douglas J. Boyle, Director of the Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission 
 Indiana Department of Homeland Security 
 302 W. Washington Street, Room E208 
 Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
DATE: Wednesday, March 6, 2019                                       

 
RE: Order Approving Ordinance No. 2, 2019 (Fire Prevention Ordinance of the City of 

Columbus, Indiana)  
 
 
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 22-13-2-5.5, the Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission, at 
its Tuesday, March 5, 2019 meeting, APPROVED the above listed ordinance. Enclosed is the 
original copy of the ordinance, endorsed by the Chairman of the Fire Prevention and Building 
Safety Commission. 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

Pursuant to Indiana Code § 4-21.5-3-5, this order is effective fifteen (15) days after it is served, 
unless a petition for review and a petition for stay of effectiveness of this order has been filed. 
 

APPEAL RIGHTS 
 

This order may be appealed in accordance with Indiana Code § 4-21.5-3-7. To qualify for 
administrative review of this order, you must submit, by U.S. Mail or personal service, a Petition 
for Review in writing that complies with all of the following requirements: 
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1. The Petition for Review must state facts demonstrating that you are:  

a. a person to whom the order is specifically directed; 
b. aggrieved or adversely affected by the order; or 
c. entitled to review under any law. 

 
2. The Petition for Review must be filed with the chairperson or secretary of the ultimate 

authority for the agency issuing the order. If filed by U.S. mail, as opposed to personal 
service, please address the mailing as follows: 

 
Indiana Department of Homeland Security 
Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission 
c/o Secretary 
302 W. Washington Street, Rm. E-208 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 
3. The Petition for Review must be filed within fifteen (15) days after you are given notice of 

this order. Timeliness is computed by the methods described in Indiana Code § 4-21.5-3-
2. Generally, the following rules apply, but review I.C. § 4-21.5-3-2 to ensure timeliness 
for your specific situation.  

a. If you are served by United States mail, you will have three (3) additional days to 
petition for review – extending the period to eighteen (18) days – this time period 
will be calculated from the date the order was deposited in the United States mail. 

b. In calculating timeliness, the first day is not included, but the last day is. 
c. If the deadline falls on a: (1) Saturday; (2) Sunday; (3) legal holiday under a state 

statute; or (4) other day that our office is closed, the deadline will be extended until 
the first day that does not fall on a: (1) Saturday; (2) Sunday; (3) legal holiday under 
a state statute; or (4) other day that our office is closed.  

d. The Petition for Review is deemed filed on the date of the postmark on the envelope 
containing the Petition for Review or the date the Petition for Review is personally 
delivered to the above address, whichever occurs first. 
 

Please be advised, if a petition for review is granted any person may obtain notices of prehearing 
conferences, preliminary hearings, hearings, stays, and any orders disposing of the proceedings by 
sending a request to receive such notices to the address listed in 2, above.   

 
If you comply with these three requirements, your Petition for Review will be granted and will be 
assigned to an administrative law judge for review. If a Petition for Review is not timely filed, 
then this order will become final and you must comply with its requirements.  
 
You may also request an opportunity to informally discuss this matter. However, a request to 
informally discuss, or actual informal discussion, does not extend the deadline for filing your 
Petition for Review and, consequently, any request should be made promptly, preferably by 
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telephone, upon receipt of the Order. If you have any questions regarding this order, please contact 
our Legal Department by phone at (317) 234-9515 or by email at jguedel@dhs.in.gov. 
 
 
DJB 
encl. 
cc: File 

mailto:jguedel@dhs.in.gov


ORDINANCE NO._ i _· __ 1 2019 

RECEIVED 
IDHS 

JAN 3 1 2019 
COMMISSION 

STAFF 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COM:vf0N COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, 
INDLANA.f TO REA.PEAL AND REPLACE FIRE PREVENTION REGULATIONS 
0RDTNA:JCE NO: J, 2018 

\VHEREAS, Indiana Code 36-1~3 eL seq. confers upon units ()f government 
,vithin the State of Indiana such powers as necessary or dc.sirabk to conduct the aJYairs of 
local government and 

\YHEREAS, fodian..:t Code 36-4-6-18 authorizes the O)mmon Council of the Citv . ... . .. 
of Columbus, lndfai1a to pass such ordim1necs. orders, resolutions and motions as:m.ay be 
necessary and Proper for the governmental tmino fulfill and satisfy the responsibilities 
and duties of said governmental unit; and 

\VHEREAS; the Columbus Fire Department provides fire protection and 
prevention for the City ofColumbus; and 

W'HEREAS, it is the desire oftbe CommonCouncH to update and modernize the 
fire prevention regulati<>ris for the City of Columbus to assist the Columbus Fire 
Department in their mission to protect life a11d property; and 

\:VHEREAS, this policy wa.~amendcd by the Common Council in 2018, but since 
that time, there have been update~ to the lnd.iana Administrative Code which requires the 
City of Columbus to amend its Fire Prevention RegiL1ations and Ordinance~ 

NOW, THEREF0REl BE IT 0RDAfNED BY THE corvfMON C0UKCIL OF THE 
CITY OF C0LUMBUSt INDlA~A~THAT THE FIRE PREVENTION 
REGULATIONS, TtrLE 8 OF THE COLU1vfBU,S CITY C0DE 1 HEALTH AND 
SAFETY, ARE REPEALED AND REPLACED AS F0LL0\VS: 

8.12 .. 010 TITLE~ 

This ordinance and all material included herein by reference shall he known as the ·•fire 
Prevention Ordinance ofCc)lumhus lndian:t· ('·Ordinance"). 

8.12.015 PURPOSK 

The purp<)Se of this Ordinance is to protect the life. public safety. health and genera] 
\Velfare of the citizens .of Columbus, Indiana, and shall be construed in such a manner as 
to effoctuate thi,s purpose. 



8.12.020 AVTHORlTY. 

The Fire Chief, or his/liet de!:;ignee, is hereby aurbori:w<l ~1nd directed to ad1ninister and 
enforce the following: 

1. All provisions of this Ordinance. 

2, Variances granted in accordance \Vith IC 22-13-2-11. 

J. Orde-rs issued under IC 22-12-7. 

8.12~025 APPlJCABlLITY. 

The provisions of this Ordinance are suppfomental to fhe Indiana·General Administrative 
Rule~; Indfana Fire Code, Indiana Building Code, Indiana rvkchankal Code. and Indiana 
Fuel Gas Ccide as adopted by the Indiana Fire Prevention and Building Safe-ty 

Commission. The provisions of this Ordinance apply to maintenance of Fire Prevention 

and Life Safety f eattnes as herein described. The provisions ofthis Ordinance apply to 
existing conditions as weH as to the conditions arising after the adoption thereof 

8.12.030 CONFLICTING PROVlSIONS. 

If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be in conflict with any Building~ Zoning, 
Safety, Health; or other applicable law Qr ordinance of Columbus, Indiana; \vhether 

existing on the effective date oft.his (:,rdinance or later ad()pted .. the provision which 

establi$he$ the higher standard for the pmmotion and protection of the iiafcly and welfare 

of the public applies. 

8.12.035 SE.VERABILITY. 

lf any provision of this. Ordinance is declared invalid~ by a court of cc,mp0tem 
jurisdiction, for any reason. the rernaLaing provisions .shall not be affet.:ted. ff such 
remaining provisions can. without the invalid provision or prc>\1isions, be given their 
on 6,foa1 intended effect in adopting this Ordinance. To this end~ the provisions of this 

Ordinance arc severable. 

8.12.040 l\UNll\lCM STANDARDS. 

All rules t>f the Indiana Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission as set ()Ut in 

Articles 12, 13, 18, 22 and 25 of Title 675 of the Indiana Administrative Code are 
incorporated in this Ordinance and ,shall include all later arn1;.mdrnct1ts to that article as 
published in the Indiana Register or the Indiana Admini&trati vc Code ,vith effective dates 

as fixed therein. Any special pnXe$ses or procedures not addressed in thl! lndian.a Fire 

Code (675 LAC 22) or fhis Ordinance shall be subject to applications found in Fire Safety 

Standards recognized by Indiana Fire Code (6 7 5 IAC 22), Referenced Standards and as 

i approved bytbe Firl;!Cbief. or his/her des1gnec, A.ny special processes or pn)cedures not 

l addressed in this Ordinance shall b0 subject to applications found in the current editions 

of the Natinmd Fire Protection A.ssociation (NFPA) Standards or other recognized Fire 

Safety Standards- subject to the rules of the Indiana fire Prevention i:ll1ti Building 

Safety Commission. 
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8.12.045 EFFECT OF ADOPTION ON PRIOR ORDl:XANCE. 

The expressed or implied repeal or amendment by this Ordinance~ of any other ordinance 

or part of ~my other ordinance. docs not affect any rights or liabilities accntcd~ penalties 
incurred, or proceedings begun prior to the effective date of this Ordinance. Such rights. 

liabihties~ and other proce,edings arc continued and penalties shall be impos~d and 

enforced imdcr the repealed or amcrided ordinance as if this Ordimmcc had not been 
adopted. 

8~ 12:oso·DEFJNITJ O~ s. 

''Building Code'· means the lndianL\ Building Code found 'Within 675 fAC l l 

·~Class l structure'' has the meaning ascribed thereto in IC 22-12-14. 

··class 2 structure"~ has die meaning ascribed thereto in IC 22 .. J 2-l •5. 

··commissionHrefors to the Indiana Fire Prevention Building Safety Commission as 
established by .JC 22-12-2-1. 

-~crow·d Manage{' has the meaning ascribed thereto in 675 lAC 22-2.5, 
. - ~ 

hCut Sheef" means specification sheet that provides and describes the technical 
specifications of aparticular product 

aDivisfon of Fire and Building Safctf' refers to the Division of Fire and Building Safety 
or the Indiana Department of Homeland Security established pursuant to IC 10-19· 7- l. 

··Emergency" means a sudden; unforeseen crisis .(ustmlly invobiing danger) that requires 

imme<lia.tc·action. 

·~false Alarm'' means an alarm caused by mechanical faiiure, malfunction. improper 

installation or lack of proper maintenance. or an alarm activated by a cause that ~~annot be 

deterrnined. 

"'Fite Chief' means the. -chief officer of the fire department or fire territory sen:ing the 
j urisdictton . 

... Fire Code:"' refers to the Indiana Fire Code found -within 675 [AC 22. 

"Fire Department"' refer!5 to thi Columbus Fire Department and has the meaning ascribed 
thereto in IC 36:-&-n .. 2, 

.. '"Fuel Gas Code1
~ refer~ to the Indiana Fuel Gas Code found within 675 IAC 25, 

··General .Administrative Rules"~ m(!ans the Geriera.1 Administrative Rules of the 1ndiana 
Fire Prevention and Building and Safety-Commission located at .675. IAC 12, 

"'IAC" means the Indiana -Adm in istrafrve Code. 

"IC" means the Indiana CQdc of the l11diana General Assembly, 

··Initiating device ·~A fire alarm system initiating devie-e is a device that transmit~ a signal 

to the fire alarm contnll unit indicating that the device has undergone a change ofstate. 
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''Key Box .. h~i;;; the meaning a;.;.cribed thereto in 6 75 LAC 22_, 

'"'I\kdmnkal Code'' means Indiana l\'lechanical Cod(· found \.Vithir1675 IAC 18. 

··Notice of Violation" means a wrinen notice isstmJ by tbefirc Department usuany in the 

fom1 of an inspection repott listing violations. 

"Chrnd' has Lhe meaning asnibed thereto in 675 LAC 22 . . 

''Person" has the meanin:g ascribed thereto in IC 22-12--1-18. 

"Qualified Person" means u person \Vho either holds current >JationaI lnstttute for 

Certi fkation in Engineer1ng Technologies (l'ilCET) certification in the fire protection 
system being installed, se1Viced. or repaired. or has successfully completed a cc:mrse of 
instniction specific to the equipment being installed. serviced. or repaired. Such 
inst.ruction shaH have been approved by the manufacturer of the equipment or their 
authorized representative. 
0 \fon1cipality 11 is used in the Fire Prevention Code .. it ;;.hall be held to mean thedty. 

"'Corporation counscl 11 is ttsed in thr! Fire Prevention Code, it shall be held to mean the 
at1om.ey for the city. 

11Critical fire district" is used in this chaptert it shall be held to mean that same area 

referred to as the ''fire 1irnjts" in Section 15.08.010. (Prior code§ 8-9) 

TERMS ~OT I>KFI~ED: \Vhere tenns are not defined· in this Fire Prevention Code and 
are defined in the General Administrativ~ Rules, the Indiana Huilding Code, Indiana Fire 
Cude, Indiana Mechanical Co<lc\ or Indiana Fuel Gas Code. such tem1s shaH have the 
meanings ascribed to them as in those code~. Where tenns are not definetl through the · 

methods authorized~ such terms shaJl have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the 
context irnplies. 

8.12.055 FIRE SCENtAUTUORITY. 

The Fire Chief~ or his/her designcc, at any fire, explosion! rescue, emergency medical or 

hazardous materials incident. or any other emergency which poses imminent threat to 
hfe. environment. or property~ shal l have the authority to direct operations as neeessary to 

control, mitigate\ or eliminate the ernergency. h shall be unlawful for any persQnlo 
impede the emergency operations of the Col urnbu~ Fire Department ( or Fire Territory). 

{A) Gent::.ral. Th~ Fire Department shall have the .right to enter any building or 
premises without pennission or \varrant in the event of any emergency situation 
constituting a threat to human life, property or the public safety for the purpose of 
ellniinating, controUlng or abating the dangerous condition or situation. 

(BJ Liahility. TI1~ Fire Department or the Fire Department dispatch center wilJ notify 
the 01rvner/occupant of the event and it will be the responsibility of the owner/occupant to 
assure that the building is re-secured. 
8.12.060 EJVIERGENCY LlNES AND U!\llTS. 

4 



The Fire Chief. or his/her desi.h,iTI'lC!:~ may e$tablish emergency lines and limits; and, 

bp,rricadc or guard from the general public such emergency lines and limits. 

The Fire Chict~ or his/her desig:nee, may create an are? in ·wbjch only firefighters~ la\v 
enforcement personnel ; other emergency responders,. other people, or agencies having a 

dfrcct interest in any pr\1pcrty threate11ed by a fire, expiosion, hazardous material 
incident, other emergency~ other people, or agencies at the discretion of the Fire Chict or 
his/her dcsignee, shall be admitted. It shall be unlawfol for any unauthorized person to 

cross. such emergency lines or hrnits. 

8. t 2.065 FIRE INVESTJGATlONS. 

The Fire Chief~ or his/her de8ign~e~ shall perfom1 fire investigations pursuant to lC 36~8-
17-8. 

The Fire Chief. or his/her designeef is authorized to conduct an origin and cause 
investig_ationof all fires and explosions ,vithin the service district of the Columbus Fire 
Dep~rtment ( er fire Territory). n shaH be unlawfo] for any person to impede the Fire 
Chief, or his/her designee~ from conducting an origin and cause investigation. 

8.ll.070 FIRE AN'D LIFE SAFE"fY IXSPECTIONS. 

The Fire Chief. ,or his/her designee, shall conduct fire :and life safety inspectfon.'; in Class 
I structures pursuant to IC 36-8-17'"'8, 

. . 

The Fire Chief, or his/her dcsignec. shZlH inspect Class l strnctures as often as necessary 
for the purpose ofasctrtain1ng and causing to be corrected any violation -of the Indiana 
Gencr.:tl Administrative RulesJ Indiana Fite Code, f.ndiana Building Code~ Indiana 
Mechanical Code, Indiana Fuel Gas Code, this fire Prevention Ordjnancet or any other 
rule of the Commission. 

8J2.075 ENFORCE.MENTAUTHORlTY. 

The fire Chleft or his/her designee; shall possess the authority to enforce the provisions 
of this Fire Prevention Ordinanc·e, 

The Fire Ch.kt~ or his;ller designee, shall ha v~ the . authority to enforce provisions of the 
Indiana General Administrative Rules,, Indiana Fire Code1 Indiana Building Code; 
fndia.na .Mechanical Code~ Indiana fuel Gas Ct>de, this Fire Prcvcmion Ordinance+ or any 
other mte of the Commis~icm. Such entbrcement shall indudei but is 11ot limited to: 

L The prevention of fires. 

2. The handling;, storage, sale, and use ofOammable liquids, explosive$. combustible~ and 
hazardous rnareriuls, 

3. The adequacy of :rne:a:rn~ ofegress from aH places in which people live~ work:. or 
congregate from frme to time for anypurpo~e. 

4. The location, ins,tallatic,n, and 111aimcnancc of smoke alarms, fire alarm :systems. and 
fire suppression systems. 
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5. The existence of rccog11ized hazardous conditio11.s that present a dear and immediate 
hi1zard to life and pmper1y. 

The Fire Chie:t: or his/her designee, shall have the authority to institute legal actions in 

ca~es of non-compliance and ;i;haJI have the authority to initiate legal action in accordanc~ 
\Vlth locally prescribed iWenuc~ ctJveringthc violations of the Indiitna General 
.Administrativ0 Rules~ Indiana Fire Codc1 Jndi'1na Building Code~ Indiana Mechanical 
Cod~\ ln<li~.na Fuel Gas Code, this Fire Prevention Ordinance. or any other ruk of the 
Commission. Violators of this loca} ordinance may be cited into the court having 
ju risdictfon. 

8.l.2.080 DETERJ\lINATIO~ OF VIOLATION. 

\Vhe11ever the Fire Chief, or hisil1er designee~ determines by inspection that an apparent 
or actual violution of the Indiuna General Administrative Rul~s~ lnd1ana Fire Code, 
Indiana Building Code, Indiana Mechanical Codet lndinna Fuel Gas Codi.}, this Fire 
Prevention Code, any othc-rruk: of the Commission or a hazardous condition exjsts upon 

any Class l srructur~ \.Vitl1in the Col um bus, lndfana, the person making such 

detennination shall issue such Notice of Violation or order as mav be ncccssarv for the . . . . . . . .•• ,p . ' 

enforcement of the Indiana General Admlnistrative Rule~, Indiana fire Code~ Indiana 

Bu1lding Code, Indiana Mechanical Code, Indiana Fuel Gas Code, tl1is Fire Prevention 

Code, or any other rule (,f thi;Comm.iss.ion. 

8.12.085 TIME LlMIT. 

Orders shall set forth a time limit for compli.ance dependent upon the hazard created by 
the violatjon(s). 

8.12.090 NOTICE OF VIOLATION. 

Under TC 36-8-17-9, an order of enforcement of the Indiana General Administrative 

Rules! Indiana Fire Code., fndiana Building Code, Indiana t\fochunical Code, Indiana Fuel 
Ga~ Code~ this Fire Prevention Ordinance~ or any other mle of the Commission; which is 

,vhhin the jurisdiction ofthe Fire Chief:(1r bis.:her clesignee1 may seek the correction of 
any violation or the elimination of any hazardous condition by the methods specified in 

this code or by any other appropriate remedy or procedure provided by fa,,v, The failure 
of the fire Department to inspect or to issue a Notice of Violation or order in accotdance 

with this Ordinance shall not constitute approval of any vioH1tion or non- compliance. 
Any Notice of Violation or order issued pur$ulnl to this 5edion shal l be conveyed upon 
the O\Vncrl operator~ occupant, or other person responsible for the building or property. 

Ccmveyancc of such order shalt be by one of the following methods: Personal s0rvice (by 

.afli.:xing a copy thereof in a conspkuom; plo.ce at the entrance of said building or 

premises)~ by rnaHing a copy tbereo f to $uch respc,msible person by first-dass mail to h.is 
or bcr last knovvn address, by fax. or electronic mail pursuant to IC 4-21 ,5-3, 

8.12.095 IMMINENT DANGER. 
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The .fire Chief~ or his/ her designee. ri-rny stop an operation or re.quire the evacuation of 
any Class I structure or portion thereof under t11e provisions of IC 36-8-1 7-9 when it is 
determined that conduCt or conditions of the property: 

I. Present a clear and immediate hazard of death or serious bodily fojury to any person 
other than a trespasser~ 

2. ls prohibited withe>ut a permit, registration~ certificafom~ authorization~ variance, 
exemption~ or other license required under TC 22-1 4, another Indiana statute or rule of the 

Commission: or 

3. \Vill conceal a violation of la:\v. 

8.12.100 DUTY TO CORRECT \ilOLA TIO;'.JS. 

The o\vner or person in control of any premises or building upon which a violation or 
hazard exists shal I: 

L Cease and ·correct the v1olatfrm. 

· 2. Protect persons and property from the hazards of the vi oLation. 

8~ 12.105 A.PPEAL FR01\-'I ORDERS . 

. An owner or occupant \vho remains aggrieved by an order or decision issued pursuant to 
this Fire Prevention Ordinance. and the matter involves a rule of the lndiana Fire 
Prevention and Building Safo:ty Commission, may appeal to the Indiana Vire Prevention 
and Huildi.ng Safety Comm1ssion as set forth by IC 36-8.- 17. 

8.12.110 LOCAL ORDINANCE APPEAL PROCESS. 

(A) Any property (l\\rner or lessee \'v'ith the consent of the owner aggrieved by an order, 
disapproval of an application~ or refusal to grant a pem1it issued by the Fire Chief or 
his/her designee under this chapter may appeal from the decision by filing a w-ritten 
petition requesting a hearing on the matter before the Board of Public \Vorks and Safety 
of the City, Said petition shall be fikd within thirty days from the. date of the decision 

from ,vhich the persnn is seeking appellate review; and <:ontain a brief statement 
explaining the reason for the appeal. 

(B) Upon receipt of such petition. the board of public works and safety sh~H arrange a 
time an.d place for such hearing and shall give the petitioner written notice thereof. Such 
hearing shat1 be held as S<)Ort as practicable aft.er receipt of the request therefor. 

(C) At such hearing the petitioner sh01l be given an opportunity to be heard pertaining 

to the matters and thing:s stated in such petition. The Board of Public Works and Safety 

shall consider the following criteria: 

( l) Whether the requested use or modification ·\vili conform to fundamental 
requiternents for s~fety; and 
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(1) \Vhether the granting of the requested appeal increase~ the risk of fire or cLrnger to 
the public, firefighters, or intended occupants:. 

(D) Aften,uch hearing:i the Bonrd of Publk \Vorks and Safety shall sustain 1 modify or 

overrule the decision of the fire Chief The proceedings of such hearings including the 
findings and decisions of such board shall be reduced to ·writing an<l entered as a matter 
ofpublie record in the minutes of the meetings of such board. 

(E) Any person aggrieved by the decision of~uch board nrny seek relief therefrom in 

any court of competentjurisdict1on as provided by th~ laws of this state. 

fU2.ll5 FALSE REPORTI1\G. 

Providing a false report of a fire to the Fire Department rnny constitute a crime pursuant 
to re 35.44, 1-2~3, 

8.J2.l20 At:THORrrY OF FIRE CHIEF TO PROHIBfT BURNING. 
(A) The Fire Chiefis empo\vered to prohibit any and alJ types of outside burnings 

\vhencvcr local conditions or cLrcumstances make such fire hazardous, 
(B) No person shall kindle or maintain any fire. or bum lea\'<$, trash. rubbish, debris, 

garbage~ construction rnaterials, tree limbs, shrubbery trimmings or dangerousr:naterials 
or dispose of same by burning or shall k11owingfy farnish the matedals for a ±lre, or 
authorize any fire to be kindled or maintained on or in any street. aHey~ road, public 

grounds~ or private iand except as authorized \\,'ithin 8.12.] 25. 

8.12.l25 PER\HTTED FIRES; REGULATIONS. 
(A) The regulations under326 IAC 4 and 675 I.AC 22 ar-t' hereby incorporated by 

reference. 
(B) The following types of fire are allowed without prior approval of the fire Chid' or 

his/her tksignee: 
( 1) fl res used for recreational or cooking purposes. 

(C) Fi.res authorized in d.ivision (R) (I) above shall be subject to the following: 
( J) Only natural \voud or plant mtiteria1 shall be burned~ 
(2) Fires in approved contain-ers shall b~ no closer than ·15 feet. of a structure or 

property line; 
(3) Fires not in approved containers sh,111 be less than 36 h1chcs in diameter; and no 

more than 24 inches in height1 shaH be no doscr than 25 feet of a stmcture or 
property line; 

( 4) To quali ly as an appn)v~<l eontainer a firt'.' $hall be entirely contained in u 

noncombustible container with enclosed sides and bottom; have n mesh covtring 
with openings no larger than one~quz.irter inch sqmfre and be less than 36 inches in 
diameter; 

, (5 } fires shall be attended at aH tirnes~ \vitb an extinguishing source, until 
completely extinguished~ 
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(6) ff fires create an air quality problem, a nuJ ilane-~, or a fire hazard, they shaJl be 
extinguished; 

( 7) No bnmfog sliall be conducted duri.ng unfavorable meteoroJogical conditions, as 
determined by the Ffre Chief or his/her designce. such as temperature inversions, high 

winds, air stagrrntion, drought and the like of other conditions that run the risk of causing 
health probkm~~ and 

(8) All state an.d federal air quality standards, 
(D) Burning with prior approval of the Fire Chief or his/her d.esignee ·may be 

authorized for the foUowing: 
( l) Burning tJf refuse consisting of material resulting from a natural disaster. 
(2) Burning for purposes of fire tmining. 
(3) Emergency bun1ing of spilled petroleum products \Vhen aH reasonable effort; t<) 

recover the spilh:d material have been rnade and foilure to bum would result in un 
irnmlnent fire hazard or \rnter pollutjon problems. 

(4} Burning of highly explosive or other dangerous materials for "vhii.-h no 
alternative disposaJmethod exists or where transponation of the materials is impossible. 

(5) Burning ofpraides for prairie management 
(6) Fires used to clear a woodlot, fence row" or bru~h. 

8~ 12. BO ADDRESS lDENTIFICA TION~ 

New and existing buildings shall have approved address numbers, building numbers or 
approved building .identification placed in an approved position that is plainly legible and 

visible from the street or r.oad fronting the prope1tyas tvdl asthe rear access or exit doors. 

These numbers orletter~ shall contrast ·with their background. Address rmmbers shaH be 
Arabic numerals or alphabet letters, Numbers and letters !>hal1 be a minimuru of four inches 
high with a minimum stroke \Vidth of one-haJfinch. 

8.12.13s ·nRE LANI: M.ARKINGS. 

The location of fire lanes shall be estabH~hcd by the Fire Chief, (}f his/her des1gnee. The 
Fire Chief, or his/her dcsignee1 can require s.ignage or!itriping or any combination. 
Design of the fire lane markings shall be approved by the Fire Cb1ef1 or his/her designee. 
The erection of and maintenance of fire lane marking signs and striping shal1 be the 
responsibility of the property owne.r. AH markings shall remain in good visible condition 
as dctcnnincd by the Fite Chief or his/her designce. The parking or ~landing of any 
()bstnictt<m, including motor vehicles. ,vi.thin established fire lane markings on private or 
public ptt)perty shaH be prohib1 ted, 
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8.12.140 GAl"ES OR BARRICADES. 

The Fire Chief~ or his/her dcsigncc, is authoriz~d to approve the insJalJation of approved 
gat(•~ or other barricach.:~ acrn5's fire apparatus ac~es.'i roads, trails or other actess \\'ays, 
not induding public streets~ ulleys nr hig:hvn:iys. /\pproved gales or barricades shall be 
maintained by the property O\vner, 

8.12.145 WATER SUPPLY. 

A water supply capable of supplying the required fire lfo\\\ for firefighting purposes. as 
determined by Section 8, l 2. L50 or this Article,, mus1 be provided to aU premises or 
property i.1pon which a Class l stn.i<.:lure, a portion of a Class I structure or a Cfa:Ss 2 
structure is hereafter constructed. The wate.r supp1y shall be provided as follows: 

(A) \Vh~n a rmLnidpal \vr1ter supply is available and contingent to the premises or 
l 1 property~ fire hydrants and mains shafl he in:;talkd and capable of providing the required 

1 fire flm.v as d~tennincd by Section 8, 12.150 of this Chapter. 

(8) \.Vhcn a municipal wat0r supply is not available~ an alternative \Nater supply may 
be approved. The alternative \Vfl.kr supply shall consist of a pressure tank, elevated tank 
or c>tht·r fixed system capuble of providing the required fire flow as determined by 
Section 8.12. 150 ofthi$ChHpt~r. The means of acquiring the water from an alternative 
water ~upply shalt be ac:cessiblc and the connection(s) shaU be approved by the fire 
Chief, or hi.s/her dej1gnec. The owner ~ha11 verify the fire t1<,nv requirc1nents ,vith the fire 
Chief. or his/her designee~ prior to final design and construction. 

8.12.150 FIRE Fl.O\V REQUIRE::\tENTS. 

In determining rhc requirements for fire flow ~ the Fire Chief. or h1s/her designee, shall 
utilize 675 IAC 22 Appendix B - "Fire Fluw Requirements for BuHding:i' and 675 lAC 
22 Appendix C - "Fire Hydrant Locations and Distribution~· as a guide. The requirements 
in Appendix B & C rna_y not h~ made rnorc stringent by tb~ Fire Chief: or his/her 
<k:signec. 

8. 12~155 EMERGEi\CY LIGHTl~G ACTIVATION TEST. 

An activation test of the emergency lighting equ1pment shalt be cornpleted monthly. The 
activation test shall ensure the emergency lighting activates automatkally upon norm.al 
electrical disconnect and stays sutlici~ntly iHumimited for a minirnurn 1.'>f 30 seconds. 

8.12.160 E~lERGENC''{ LIGHTING ACTIVATION TEST RECORD. 

Records fur th~ activation h~st shall h~ maintained oi1 the premises for a rnininrum of 
three (I) year-_q and submitted to the Fire Ch1eC or his/her designee. upon request. The 
record must indudc the location of the emergency lighting testedi \.Vhether the: unit passed 
or foiled, the d;,:1te of the test, and the pen,on completing the test 
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8~ _12.165 EMERGENCY LIGHTING PO\VER TE5'f RECORD. 

The ninety(90) minute power test shall be maintained on the premises for a minimum of 
3 years a:n,lst1bmitted to the fire Chief~ or his/her designce, -upon request. The record 
shall include the location ofthe emergency hghting tested, whether the unit pa$SCd or 
failed. the date oft he test,. arid the person completing the test. 

8.1.2.170 FIR£ PROTECTION SYSTEMS PLAN R.EVIE\V. 

( A) The City fire De-partmcnt Fire shaH perfonn a review of aJ I pertinent site plans~ 
building plans (cnnstrudion);fir~ p.mtection system plans and specifications including 
sprinkler, fire alarm sy5iJerns and hood suppression systems. of any project wm1in the 
boundaries of the city of Co} nm bus. in order to determine whether such plans and 
speci ficatlons comply with the applicabk mles of this chapter and any -other codes. 
standards or rules that rriay apply. Separate review· shall be required for fire protection 
systems hascd on the fjre -protection standards in this chapter. 

(B) Plaris shall be submitted in traditional 24.-inch hy 36~inch paper fonn unless 
approved by the Fire Department. 

(C) Fire Department plan review shall occur at the following phases: site plan, 
construction phm and fire pn.)tecUon systems plan. This revfo\v shall nm concurrent to the 
City pla.n revieiv and .any issues or corrections that need to be made to the plans shallbe 
completed by tbe <Jevdoper prior to the approval ofthe Planning. Department and 
Columbus fire. Department 

8~12.l 75 CONSTRlCTI()N DOCUl\fEf\TS. 

PlMs for flrc Alanns Systctns; Water-Based Fire Protection Systems~ Fire Pumps., . 
Special Hazard Fire Suppression Systems, High-piled Storage Arrangements and fircstop 
Systems shall be submitted for review, Each applicable .submittal musl contain the 
following information: 

(A) Sprinkler I Standpipe Systems: 

design. 

(l) One ( l) Fun Set of Sprinkler/ Standpipe Plans. 

(2) Orie (l) FuH Set of Sprinkler / Standpipe Cak9latior,s. 

{3) One Cl) Copy <,)f the Sprinkler Construction Design Release (CDRJ 

f4) Orie ( l) Set of Manufacrures Cut-Sheets for aU sprinkler heads in the 

(B; Fire, Alann Systems: 

(I} One (I) FliH Set of Fire Alarm Plans. 

{2) One ( 1) Set of Battery Calculations, 

(3) One fl) Copy of the Fire Alarm Construction Design Release (CDR). 

{4) One (1) Set of Manufacturer's Cut .. Sheets for the Fire Alann Control 
Panel (FACP) and Fire Alam1 Cornponents. 

(5) One{]) fire Alarm Sequence of Openltion \'fatdx. 
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(C) Spcdal Hazard Fire Protection Systems: 

(l )One {l) Set of Plans (ifapplic,ibie) . 

(2) One Cl) Set of Engin~ering Data (if app licable) . 

(3) One ( 1) C't)py of the Construction Design Release fif applicabte). 

(4) One {]) Set of tv1anufacturer·.s Cut-Sheets fr>r System Components. 

(D) Life Safety: 

( 1) One ( l ) Copy of the Life Safety Pln.n, 

(E) Fire Pumps; 

(1) Orie { l) Copy of the ~vtanufactmes Fire Pump Specifications. 

{2) One {I) Copy oflhi:! Manufocturer~s Cettificd Pump Test 

Charactcri 5tic Curve 

( F) f Lrestop Systems: 

(I) Through-Penetration Firestop Systems. 

(2) tvfombra11e .. Penetrution Firestop Systerns. 

(3) Firc-Resh;tarH Joint System$. 

(4) Perimeter fire Barrier Systems, 

(5) fire-Rated Duct and Air -.. ~ Transfor Op011ings. 

8.12.180 FIRE DEPARTl\lENT CO::'l~ECTIONS~ 

The location and type of the Fire Department com1ection:; ,shall be approved by the Firi.: 
Chief: or his/her dcsignee, with respect to fire. hydranLs, ffrc department access road3. fire 
apparatus water ~upply lines. buildings, utilities and landscapi.ng. Immediate accc:-;sto fire 
department conhecti-o.ns shall be maintained at all times and not hindered by obstructions 
including fonces, bushes~ trees, walls or other fixed or removable objects. 

8.l2.185 FIRE EXTINGlJISIIERS .. 

Port.ahk: fire extinguishers shrtll be installed and n.1airitained i11 Cla5S l stmctures as sec 
forth in the referenced edition of NFPA 10 as published by the National Fire Pmtcctfon 
Association. 

8.12.190 CONSU~lER FIRE\VORKS. 

Pursuant to LC. 22-11- i 4~6(d}, LC 22~ 11 - l 4-lOS, and this Ordinance; consun1cr 
fireworks may only be used inihc City of Columbus, Indiana. corporate limit;; during the 
days and times listed bclo\v: 
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a. Between the hours of 5 :00 ?,M. and two (2) hours after sunset on June 29 through July 

3 and July 5 through July 9, ho\.vever~ regardless of what time sunset occurs, no later 
than 11 P.~·L 

h. Between l 0:00 A.M. and midnight on July 4 and DecemberJ 1. 

lnthe evennhat the hour~ of u~e for cqnsumer fire\\·orks listed in J.C.22-l l-l4•6(d) or 

LC 22-l 1..:14-10.5(c)(3) contlkt with this OrdirHH1ce~ the state srntme shall control. 
J 

8.12.195 Violation- PENAL TY« 

(A) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code or 
fail to comply therewith or \Vho shall violate or fail to comply \vith any order made 
thereunder or who shall .build in vjolation ofany detailed statement of specificat1ons or 
plans submitted and approved thereunder or any ccrtitkt¾te of perrnit issued thereunder 
and from \Vhich no appeal has been taken or who shall fail to comply with such an order 
as nffin:ned or modified by the board of public works and safety or by a court of 
compctentjurisdiction .. -within the time fixed here1n, shall severally for each and every 
such violation and noncompliancerespectiveJy be guiltyof an ordinance vinlation. T'he 
imposition of one penalty for any violation shaH not excuse the violation or permit it to 
<:Ontinue~ and all such persons shall be _required fo correct or remedy such vfob.tions or 

defects within a reasonable time and \vhen nm otherwise specified each ten days that 
prohibited conditions are maintained shall cc:msfitute a separate offense. The application 
of the penalty for violation of the code shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal 
of prohibited conditions, 

(B) Any per~on •who violates the provision of the Fite Prevention Code shall be fined a 
sum not less than t\vcn.ty~five dollars or more than three hundred doHars pet day for each 
violation~ not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars per year. 

8.12,.200 FALSE ALARM SERVICE CHARGE. 

(A) A service charge shall be assessed for false alarms exceeding the following 
thresholds: 

a, Three fabe alarms shall be allowed each alarm system in any calendar year 
that \\'oul.d have fifty or le$s detectors and pull stations, 

b. Four false alanns shall be i1Uowed each afann .system. in any calendar year 
that has in service fifty~oneto one hundred fifty detectors and pull stations. 

t. Five false alarms shalJ be alLO\ved each alarm system in, any ca'lenda.r year 
that has in service one hundred fifty- one to tw·o hundred fifty detectors and pull stations. 

d. Six false ala.m1s shall be <1llowed each ala011 system in any calendar year that 
has in service over t\vo hundred fifty detectors and pull stations. 

(8) A service charge offiftydolla.rs shall be paid by the building O\Vner for each 6fth~ 
.next three false alarms received in any calendar year, 

(C) A service charge of one hundred dollars shall be paid by the building O\vner for 
each of the next three false alam1s received in any calendar year. 

(D) A servic~ eharge-oftwohundred doUars shall be paid by the building o\vner for all 
subsequent false aJarrn received vdthin the caicn.dar year. 
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8.12.205 K'.\-lKRGE1'CY C0l\t[\:IUNJCATI01':S~ 

(A) Any time a commercfoJ building i~ being buill in the City, t:he O'Nne.r of the 
building shall contact the serving Fire Chief or his/her designce for inf<xmation on 
emergency communications equiprnent that may be rnquin:d to be installed into the 
buildin~:r. . . '=' 

{B) This equipment is a radio repeater system that is used to a~sis,t police and fire 
agencie~ inside the buildirig. 

( C) h will allow the County Emergency Communications radio system to funcfoJn 
properly inside its neiv budding. 

8.12.210 CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY REQUIREl\lENTS+ 

{A) Acceptance Jrst. Prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupan~y fhr a nc\vly­
const:ructed, renovated, or r emodeled Class 1 structure, the Fire Department is required to 
\vitness a succe~sful acceptance or performance tesr in accordance wHh the appropriate 
i nstallatiou standard or manufacturer's speciikatinns for the follo,\'ing syste.ms (if 
applicable): 

( 1) Fir~ alarm sy~tem; 
( 2) Sprinkler system; 
(3) Special hazard fire su.ppreg:-.ion system: and 
( 4) Type J hood exhaust system. 

(B} JVritten vertfk:ation. Prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy for a 
ric\vly- constructedt rcno'vated or remodeled Cluss 1 stmcture, the Fire Department 
requires \vritten v~rification chat each fire protection and life-safety ~ystcm has been 
installed in complete agreement 'With the tern1s of tht listing, manufacturer~s instmctfons~ 
and the applicable in~tul1ation standard. 

(C) fnswllation documentation. Prior to the issusnc.e of the certificate of occupancy 
for a newly- constructed, renovated nr rcmoddcd Class 1 structure, the Fire Department 
requires the follo\ving documentation (if applicable); 

O) R~cord of cornpletion for fire alann systems, a.s required by NFPA 72; 
(2) Contrnctor ts material and test certificate for aboveground piping for sprinkkr 

and standpipe systemsJ as required by N FPA: 
(J) C(mtractor·s material und test c~r1ificate for underground piping for private ftre 

&c-rvice nwins, fire hydrants am.I piping; as required byNFPA l3 and 24~ 
(4) Certificate of completion/installation for all special ha:z_ard fire suppression 

systems: and 
(5) Air balance test report (Type I and ll exhaust hoods). 

8.12.2L5 lNSPECTfON PROCESS. 

(A) General. The Fire Chief or his/herdesign~e shaJlconduct the follo\vin.g 
inspections on all new and exi~ting Class l stn.1cti1rns located within tho town an<l areas 
protected under contract by the Fire Department 

(B) New construction 
(I) Required inspecticms completed by the Fire Chief and/or his/her designce shall 

incl udc, but not be l imi tcd to: 
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{a) Site: 
(b) Pre~drywaU (rough~in): 
(c) Above ceiling; 
(d) Final certificate of occupancy: 
(e) Sprinkler system rough~in: 
(t) Sprinkler system fin•a1~ 
(g) Fire alarm mugh-in : and 
(h) fire alann final , 

(2 ) These required inspections inay rnn concurrent 

8.12.220 EXISTING BUfLDING l\lODIFICATIONS. 

------

Plans shaH be submitted to the Fire Chief prior to any alteration~ remodel~ addititin ()r 
demolition of any part of a building that is equipped with an automatic fire suppression 
system and/or automatic fire detecti(m and/or fire alarm system. 

8.12.225 FIRE DEPARTMEJ\T ACCESS ROADS FOR CLASS I A ND CLASS 2 
STRUCfURES._ 

Fire apparatus roads sha.H be installed and arranged in accordance with Sections 503 .2. l 
thmugh 503.2.8 of the 2014 lndi.ana Fire Code (675 lAC 22-2.5). 

8~12 .. 230 EFFl~:CTIVE DA TE OF ORDINANCE. 

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect on the date upon ,vbich the Fire 
Prevention and Building Safety C6mmission grants its approval. 

ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL Qf THE CITY OF 
c9~4UI\.· lB_ -- us_ ' IND._ lA-· N - _·A, _on this the -~day of ~--✓i!J:UA.IJ1 h, l 2019 by a vote of 
_!Q_ayes and __ Q ..... - nays. J 

~~ 

ATT6T: 

dM-6 ... . W~ 
Clerk of the Common Council ofCo1umbus\ Indiana 
Luann v\/clrncr 

~· 
T fl tr1ur;bi~~; !~ ~:; ~R-~f:c~op~~~~, ln~na this J5_ day of 

-~JML . ·... -~,._v --- ~ ~--1 
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Luann W.:lmer 
· Clerk-Treasurer 

,_;flt • 
, •. r. A.pprm.'ed andsigned by me this /:J . day of .::l4fy{,{tJ_ffv;···.· .. 2019, at / . :~ 

o clocs:-f-.m. · · l.c2 ... -
l. 
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Approved this day, the ~-fh of /YI()_,/'" ob , 2019, by the Fire Prevention 
and Building Safety Commission of the State of Indiana. 

an of the Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission 
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