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Fire Department Instructors Con-

ference (FDIC), Governor Mike 

Pence congratulated two Wash-

ington, Indiana, firefighters and 

ÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÖÓÌɯÐÕɯ(ÕËÐÈÕÈɀÚɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ

to fire training.  

About nine years ago, the two 

firefighters made it possible for 

the Indiana Firefighter Training 

System to provide low -cost, ver-

satile, portable fire training props 

across the state. 

Retired Battalion Chief Kevin 

Pride and Lieutenant Dwayne 

Murphy of Washington, Indiana, 

built a simulator prototype for 

about $1,000. This prototype real-

istically simulated cutting a hole 

in a roof for vertical ventilation, 

breaching a wall, and entering 

and exiting through a window, 

skills necessary to save lives and 

property and to reduce injuries. It 

can be quickly assembled and 

taken down.  

Based on the cost efficient and 

innovative design, Indiana built 

10 simulators and distributed 

them to each district in the state. 

IAFC Fire Chief of 

the Year 

Nominations are now being ac-

cepted for the 2014 International 

Association of Fire Chiefs 

(IAFC) Fire Chief of the Year 

award. The award honors one 

career fire chief and one volun-

teer fire chief for his or her lead-

ership, innovation, professional 

development, integrity, service 

to the public and contribution, 

(Continued on page 2) 

This prototype, built by Retired Battalion Chief Kevin Pride and Lieutenant Dwayne 

Murphy of Washington, Indiana, helps firefighters hone skills in vertical ventilation and 

other potentially life-saving practices. 
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as a whole, to the fire service. 

Winners will be announced and 

presented their awards August 14, 

2014, in Dallas, TX, during the 

general session of Fire-Rescue In-

ternational (FRI). The award is 

being presented by the IAFC in 

partnership with Pierce Manufac-

turing.  

The nomination deadline is June 6, 

2014. Visit www.iafc.org/

chiefoftheyear for more informa-

tion about award criteria and the 

nomination process. Or contact 

Courtney Bulger either by email at 

cbulger@iafc.org or by phone at 

703-537-4805. 

Nominations for IAFC Fire Chief of the Year (continued from page one) 
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Smoke Alarms Can Help Prevent Another Tragic Year  

Visit  
GetPrepared.in.gov 

Last year was a deadly one in 

Indiana for fire -related deaths, 

and this year could be on pace to 

repeat, as well.  There was a total 

of 85 deaths reported to the IDHS 

Fire and Building Safety Division 

in 2013, the most since 2007. So far 

this year 35 deaths have been re-

ported.   

Indiana State Fire Marshal Jim 

Greeson is reminding Hoosiers 

that working smoke alarms in a 

residence can save lives. 

Ɂ3ÙÈÎÐÊÈÓÓàȮɯÐÕɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÊÈÚÌÚɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ

fire deaths occurred, there was 

not a working smoke alarm in the 

ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ&ÙÌÌÚÖÕȭɯɁ ɯ

properly placed and functioning 

smoke alarm can give families the 

precious extra seconds they need 

ÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÚÈÍÌÛàȭɂ 

By law (IC 22-11-18-3.5), all resi-

dences in Indiana should have a 

working smoke alarm. Smoke 

alarms should be installed on 

every level of the residence, and 

outside each sleeping area.  Hoo-

siers should test smoke alarms at 

least once a month, and change 

the batteries at least once a year. 

Smoke alarms should also be re-

placed about every 10 years. 

The two basic types of smoke 

alarms are ionization alarms and 

photoelectric alarms. Ionization 

alarms quickly sense flaming, fast

-moving fires. Photoelectric 

alarms better sense smoldering, 

smoky fires. For the best protec-

tion, purchase dual alarms which 

are a combination of ionization 

and photoelectric alarms.  

Smoke alarms can be purchased 

at local hardware, home supply, 

or general merchandise stores. 

Some fire departments offer 

smoke alarms for little to no cost. 

There are also special alarms for 

individuals who are deaf or hard 

of hearing. 

The Fire and Building Services 

Division has created a survey to 

help gauge how many Hoosiers 

have working smoke alarms.  

The survey is available at https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/

FirePreventionandSafetySurvey 

State Fire Marshal Kicks Off 

Smoke Alarm Program  

Indiana Fire Marshal Jim Greeson 

has announced the start of a new 

grant program to help put more 

smoke alarms in Hoosier homes. The 

program allows volunteer and small 

combination (career and volunteer) 

fire departments to receive and in-

stall smoke alarms for their commu-

nities.  

The State Fire Marshal Smoke Alarm 

Grant program would not be possi-

ble without the State Farm Insurance 

grant program.  

Detailed information about the grant 

and application forms can be found 

at www.in.gov/dhs/3858.htm . 
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(ÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯƘƔ-year celebration of an 

organized Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) system in Indiana. 

In 1974, the General Assembly 

passed a bill creating the EMS 

Commission. Indiana has 24,000 

EMS personnel, more than 100 

EMS training institutions and 700 

EMS providers.   

National Emergency Medical Ser-

vices (EMS) Week, a week cele-

brating and honoring emergency 

medical services personnel, is 

May 18-24. The theme for this 

àÌÈÙɯÐÚɯɁ$,2ȯɯ#ÌËÐÊÈÛÌËȭɯ%ÖÙɯ

+ÐÍÌȮɂɯÈÕËɯ6ÌËÕÌÚËÈàȮɯ,ÈàɯƖƕȮɯÐÚɯ

Emergency Medical Services for 

Children Day.  

National EMS week brings to-

gether local communities and 

medical personnel who are on the 

front -line of medicine. There are 

three goals of EMS week: to pro-

mote EMS service within the com-

munity; to educate the 

public on safety and 

health-related topics; 

and to provide infor-

mation on new EMS 

procedures or equip-

ment. 

Emergency Medical 

Services is frequently 

the entry point to Indi-

ÈÕÈɀÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏÊÈÙÌɯÚàÚɪ

tem. EMS Week recog-

ÕÐáÌÚɯ×ÙÖÍÌÚÚÐÖÕÈÓÚɀɯ

dedication and encour-

ages communities to 

better know their local 

EMS providers. 

Contact local EMS pro-

viders or the local 

Emergency Manage-

ment Agency for infor-

mation about local 

events. 

Hoosiers Recognize Emergency Medical Services Professionals  

Retired State EMS Manager Tom Nowacki Passes Away  

Retired State 

Emergency Medi-

cal Services Man-

ager Thomas J. 

Nowacki passed 

away at his home 

Sunday, March 23, 

from cancer. He was 59. He is sur-

vived by his wife Bethel, daugh-

ter Kylie and a sister and brother. 

Ɂ3ÖÔɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯ×ÙÖɪ

fessional supporting local provid-

ers of emergency medical ser-

ÝÐÊÌÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ(#'2ɯ$,2ɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɯ

Mike Garvey.  Ɂ3ÖÔɯÞÈÚɯÝÌÙàɯÍÈÐÙɯ

and consistent in enforcing the 

rules and policies of the Indiana 

EMS Commission.  Tom always 

performed his job with compas-

sion and a smile. He had a lot of 

friends in the EMS system and he 

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÔÐÚÚÌËȭɂ 

*ÕÖÞÕɯÈÓÚÖɯÈÚɯɁ2×ÈÙÒàȮɂɯ3ÖÔɯ

recently retired after 20 years as a 

state EMS district manager. He 

spent a total of 36 years in the 

EMS world, including positions 

of an advanced EMT and a mas-

ÛÌÙɯËÐÝÌÙɯÖÕɯ,ÐÚÏÈÞÈÒÈɀÚɯɯ#ÐÝÌɯ

Rescue Team. 
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mission patches from transporting and non-transporting agen-

cies and was the idea of Eric Claflin, system coordinator, Emer-
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created the quilt.  


