
 

 

 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Indiana Secured School Safety Board 

Indiana State Library – History Reference Room 
315 W. Ohio Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 

June 28, 2018 
 
 

1. The Indiana Secured School Safety Board’s regularly scheduled meeting was opened by Chairman Langley 
at 2:15 p.m. on June 28, 2018. 

 
(a) Board Members present at the meeting: 

 
Doug Carter 
Kevin McDowell 
Bryan Langley, Chairman 
Scott Mellinger 
David Murtaugh 
Dave Woodward 

 
(b) Board Members not present at the meeting: 

 
Eric Bowlen 

 
(c) The following support staff were present during the meeting: 

 
Michelle Allen, Staff Attorney, IDHS 
Kathleen Ash, Legal Assistant, IDHS  
Amanda Carver, Secured School Safety Grants Coordinator, IDHS 
Hannah Cowles, Deputy Grants Management Section Chief, IDHS 
Rusty Goodpaster, Secured School Safety Director, IDHS 
Kim Snyder, Grants Management Section Chief, IDHS 
Jonathan Whitham, General Counsel, IDHS 

 
2. Rusty Goodpaster conducted roll call, and determined quorum was present.   
 
3. Minutes Approval 
 
 Rusty Goodpaster called for approval of the Meeting Minutes from February 14, 2018. David Murtaugh 

made the motion to approve and Doug Carter made the second. It was voted upon and carried.  
 
5. FY18 Administrative Appeals 
 



a. Richmond Community School Corporation (DHS-1751-SSSB-008) 
 

Michelle Allen, Staff Attorney, stated that this matter was currently under appeal; any proposed 
settlement amount would be used to fund security equipment. David Murtaugh noted that if 
these expenditures were allowable by statute, and the funds were available, then funding this 
project was appropriate.  Doug Carter moved to settle the administrative appeal pending with 
Richmond Community School Corporation in the amount of $32,970. Kevin McDowell made the 
second. It was voted upon and carried.  

 
b. Southwestern Consolidated School District (DHS-1740-SSSB-003) 

  
Michelle Allen, Staff Attorney, stated that this matter was currently under appeal, and would 
remain so unless the Board wanted to offer a settlement. She explained that she would not 
recommend that the Board fund this project unless the school could supply proof or guarantee 
that the project would comply with fire code requirements. The next step would be for Ms. Allen 
to draft a brief and submit it to the ALJ.  

 
 
6. FY19 Funding Recommendations 
 

Rusty Goodpaster provided an overview of the FY19 SSSG program. He identified the amount of requested 
funds ($14,850,434.85), available funds ($14,285.000.00) and recommended funds ($14,256,526.80). He 
noted that there were 390 applicants; specifically 76 private schools, 30 charter schools, and 284 public 
schools. Funding request categories included: (1) equipment, (2) SROs, and (3) threat assessments. There 
were recommendations to deny one private school applicant and one public school applicant. 
Additionally, it was noted that Fayette County was currently on a partially funded list, and that the NOFO 
mentions not applying to both.  

 
a. IDHS Recommendation to fully fund 281 public and charter schools  

 
David Murtaugh moved to approve the recommendation to fully fund 281 public and charter 
schools listed in Exhibit 1. Doug Carter made the second. It was voted upon and carried. Kevin 
McDowell abstained from his vote for the School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  

 
b. IDHS Recommendation to fully fund 60 private schools 

 
Doug Carter moved to approve the recommendation to fully fund 60 private schools listed in 
Exhibit 2. Scott Mellinger made the second. It was voted upon and carried.  

 
c. IDHS Recommendation to partially fund 30 public/charter schools 

 
David Murtaugh noted that Fayette County’s award should be amended to include the SRO 
funding. David Murtaugh moved to approve the recommendation to partially fund 30 
public/charter schools listed in Exhibit 3, as amended, and Scott Mellinger made the second. It 
was voted upon and carried.  

 
 
 



d. IDHS Recommendation to partially fund 16 private schools 
 
Kevin McDowell moved to approve the recommendation to partially fund 16 private schools listed 
in Exhibit 4. Doug Carter made the second. It was voted upon and carried.  

 
e. IDHS Recommendation to deny one (1) public school – Tell City-Troy Township and IDHS 

Recommendation to deny one (1) private school – St. James Schools 
 
Doug Carter moved to approve the recommendation to deny one (1) public school – Tell City-Troy 
Township—listed in Exhibit 5, and  one (1) private school – St. James Schools --- also listed in 
Exhibit 5. David Murtaugh made the second. It was voted on and carried.  

 

Amanda Carver stated that the award/denial letters would be distributed by July 6, 2018. The 
performance period begins July 1, 2018. Recipients may begin spending awarded funds once the letter 
has been signed and returned to IDHS at grants@dhs.in.gov.  

 
 
7. Common School Fund Update - HB 1230 
 
 Jonathan Whitham, IDHS General Counsel, explained that as a result of the special session for HB 1230, 

schools, who have previously applied for and received SSSG money, are now allowed to request an 
advance from the Common School Fund for security improvements. A new web page was created to allow 
schools to submit a request using a web form; it also provides information for schools regarding allowable 
expenses. The Board’s role in this process is to review these applications, within 30 days of submission, 
and determine: whether they are allowable, and whether the school has previously applied for and 
received grant money in the past. The recommendation will then be sent to the State Board of Education. 
Schools must exhaust their grant funding prior to submitting this request. It was noted that the General 
Assembly has forgiven $93 million in loans to charter schools.  

 
8. Next Meeting 
 

The Board’s next regularly scheduled meeting is October 9, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. This may need to be 
rescheduled, as Doug Carter and David Murtaugh may be in Orlando for a conference. Additionally, 
meetings may be required to be held between now and October in the event that applications are received 
for the Common School Fund.  

 
 
9. Adjournment 
 
 Doug Carter moved to adjourn the meeting, and David Murtaugh made the second. It was voted upon 

and carried. The meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m.  
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