
Forgotten Treasures Variance 15-11-07

The tenant has occupied this space since 2014, but was not open to the public. It was online sales
only. In January of 2015 the tenant opened the space to the public and continued online sales. The
tenant space is 1,400 square feet on the 1st floor with a 2nd level for storage approximately 630 square
feet. The tenant space is separated from the rest of the building by 8" block walls that go to deck.
The wall is sealed at the deck and penetrations are sealed. 

The tenant space was inspected on 8/11/15 by Joshua Magner with the Hobart Fire Department
during an annual inspection. This tenant space has not been inspected previously by the local fire
department during this tenants occupancy. According to Joshua Magner he had not been in this
space before, it was annexed into their jurisdiction 15 years ago.  

During the inspection he gave them a written citation that the tenants needed to do the following:
1. Service and hang a fire extinguisher
2. Remove extension cords
3. Obtain a certificate of occupancy
4. Add exit signs

During this inspection he verbally told the tenants they needed to repaint parking lines in the parking
lot and that the tenants had to close their business until all items were completed. They were given
30 days to complete these items.

The tenants completed the list of items, written and verbal, and called him for a reinspection. When
they called for the reinspection Joshua Magner told them that he wanted in the rest of the building,
occupied by the owner and not the tenants. The tenants contacted the property manager and had him
there when the inspector was there for his reinspection. The inspector did not go into the rest of the
building. During this inspection he noticed that there were sprinklers above the drop ceiling in the
tenant space. The inspector told the tenants that the sprinkler system had to be working and had to
be inspected, but never issued anything to them in writing. 

The system was installed in the building by a previous tenant and sometime after that another tenant
occupied the space and removed portions of the sprinkler system. 

The tenants were told if they could get something that said the sprinkler system was not required that
he would give them their certificate of occupancy. 

The tenants when to the Lake County Courthouse to look for information on the building. The
building was annexed into Hobart and all records that Merrillville had were destroyed after 10 years
and Hobart had no records. 

The tenants contacted a lawyer, Jeff Cefali, in Hobart for help in finding out how to resolve the this.
He wasn’t sure if he could help so he contacted Lino Maggio, a Hobart city councilman. The city
councilman contacted the fire inspector, Joshua Magner, about the sprinkler issue and how they
could work it out. The councilman told the lawyer that the fire inspector was not willing to work



with the tenants. 

The tenants then contacted Denise Fitzpatrick and she explained about getting a variance for the
sprinkler system. The tenants applied for the variance to not sprinkler their space. The variance was
approved by the commission for only this tenant space. Later in the day the fire inspector showed
up at the hearing and spoke on the variance. The commission decided to revoke the approval and
tabled the variance based upon the inspector stating there was a second floor in the space and that
he wasn’t sure if the block wall went to the roof deck. 

After the commission hearing the fire inspector contacted the tenants and told them the variance was
tabled because they lied at the hearing. He told them they could not be in there space. 

The tenants met with the Mayor of Hobart on November 20 to voice their concerns and to see if he
could help resolve the issues with the fire inspector. The mayor said he would speak with the
inspector.  

The fire inspector has told the tenants that there is no way they can open without a sprinkler system. 
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New fire extinguisher and view of storage room
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View of 2nd floor storage area
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View of drop ceiling from 2nd floor storage area
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View of 8" block wall and 2nd floor storage area
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View of 8" block wall separating this tenant from rest of building
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View of 8" block wall separating this tenant from rest of building and existing sprinklers
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View of other side of 8" block wall separating this tenant from rest of building





tupper
Callout
Forgotten Treasures



tupper
Callout
Forgotten Treasures


	Forgotten Treasures Photos.pdf
	rtm1
	Photos 1.pdf
	rtm3
	Photos 2




