KINSHIP CAREGIVER

STIPEND FAQ

FOR UNLICENSED KINSHIP CAREGIVERS

When should | expect to see an unlicensed kinship stipend payment?

The kinship stipend will be paid the month after the placement month. For example, if the child was
placed on July 12, 2023, the first stipend will be received in mid-August. If the child remains in
placement in August, the stipend will be received in September.

How will | be alerted that the kinship stipend is available?

Kinship caregivers will receive a letter via U.S. mail. In addition, kinship navigators have been working to
get caregivers into the vendor system and notifying them personally.

Do | have to become a vendor with the state of Indiana to receive the stipend?

Yes, kinship caregivers will have to become vendors with the state to receive the stipend. Kinship
navigators are available to assist with this process.

What if | do not want the stipend?

The unlicensed kinship stipend is optional. A kinship navigator will discuss the stipend with you to
determine whether you would like to opt out.

Can | receive the unlicensed kinship stipend in addition to other resources?

All kinship caregivers can receive the stipend and other resources outlined in Chapter 16 or as identified
by the local office through the current regional manager appeal process.

You cannot receive licensed foster care per diem or court-ordered per diem simultaneously with the
unlicensed kinship stipend.

How will stipends be handled for partial months?
The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) will provide a stipend of $300 per month for each child
placed in the kinship home by DCS. DCS will provide a stipend of $150 per child if the kinship caregiver
cares for the child for a partial month lasting less than 15 days.

How long am | eligible for the stipend?

The stipend will continue as long as the child is placed by DCS in an unlicensed kinship caregiver’s home.
If the child leaves DCS care - including if the kinship caregiver becomes their guardian or adoptive
parent - the stipend will end. If the kin becomes a licensed foster parent, the stipend will also end and
the kin would instead receive a foster care maintenance payment.
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What if | originally decline the stipend? Can | start it at a later date? Will it be

retroactive?
Kinship caregivers can optin at any time and the per diem will be issued from the month that the
request was made but not retroactively.

Are out of state, unlicensed relatives eligible for the stipend when Hoosier

children are placed in kinship care outside of Indiana?
Yes. Kinship families can become a state vendor and receive an unlicensed kinship stipend.

Will unlicensed relatives receiving the stipend be responsible for paying the

foster home for respite?
No.

Are non-custodial parents eligible for the unlicensed kinship stipend?
Non-custodial parents are NOT eligible for the unlicensed kinship stipend.

Where can | find information about resources for kinship, including the

unlicensed kinship stipend?
Tools and resources are available in Chapter 16.02 of our policy manual.
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https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/16.02.pdf

