

Description of Service:
Parenting/Family Functioning Assessment is an in home evaluation which includes interviews, collateral information and standardized test instrument(s) to identify the strengths and needs of the family.  This service is most appropriately used when the needs of the family are so complex that the Probation Officer is not able to determine the services necessary to improve the family’s functioning and to determine individual needs of family members.   Observation of the parent(s) relationship with the child(ren), tour of the home environment and review of other information sources is included to verify the family’s reported history.  Written reports will be submitted to the Probation Officer which includes history of significant events, family socio-economic status, family composition, structure, and relationships, family strength and skills, family motivation for change, summary of any testing completed, summary of collateral contacts, assessment of relationships between the parent(s) and child(ren),  assessment of the client’s ability to safely parent the children and client’s understanding of the current situation.
Frequency/Duration:

Parent/Family Functioning Assessment is conducted in the home of the client(s) and shall include at least two separate appointments held on different days to be scheduled at the convenience of the client (to include evenings and weekends).  
Expectations:
Youth: The youth must be available and willing to participate in every scheduled session.
Parent: The parent(s) as well as other family members in the home must participate in every scheduled session along with the youth. The full participation of the parent is very important to the success of the service.
Service Provider: The service provider will contact the parent/guardian within 14 days of receiving the referral from Probation to schedule an initial session.  A written report will be submitted to the Probation Officer and must include recommendations regarding services/treatment at the beginning of the report followed by information relating to specific categories.   If assessing parents in separate households, a separate written report must be provided on each parent.  This service includes providing any requested testimony and/or Court appearances.
Probation Officer: The Probation Officer will make the referral to the provider shortly after it is ordered by the Court.   The Probation Officer may be requested to provide collateral documentation of the family.
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