
Duties as a Guardian

When you become the child’s legal guardian, 
you will have the following responsibilities 

and obligations:

 You provide and ensure support, safety and 
well-being of the child, including all necessary 
medical and personal needs, such as food, 
shelter and clothing.

 You make decisions regarding the care, control 
and physical custody of the child.

 You are responsible for the educational and 
social needs of the child.

 You may decide where you and the child live 
and can move in and out of Indiana without 
DCS involvement.

 You may request child support from the birth 
parents on behalf of the child.

 You may apply for financial benefits from other 
agencies, such as Supplementary Security 
Income (SSI).

 You are responsible for notifying any additional 
financial support agency that you are receiving 
GAP payments.

 You must respond promptly and accurately to 
annual requests for information from DCS.

Once You Become the 
Child’s Legal Guardian

 The child will no longer be in foster care and the 
child will no longer have monthly visits from 
the FCM.

 If the child in the guardianship is over the age 
of 16 at the time the guardianship is finalized, they 
will be eligible to receive Independent Living (IL) 
services and the child will have the ability to 
apply for Education Training Vouchers (ETV).
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What is Guardianship?

Guardianship is a legal permanency option  
 for children involved in Children In Need of  

Services (CHINS) proceedings within the Indiana 
Department of Child Services (DCS). 

As a Guardian, you have rights and responsibili-
ties to make decisions that affect the best interest 
in the life and development of the child. After 
you are appointed guardian by the court, DCS 
will no longer be involved in the care, supervi-
sion or legal custody of the child. 

 Guardianship is a permanent commitment to be 
responsible for the well being and support of a 
child until they reach adulthood.

 As a guardian, you have the authority to make 
medical and educational decisions for the child.

 You, as a guardian, may be eligible for Guardian-
ship Assistance subsidy payments and the child 
may be eligible for Medicaid benefits.

 The child’s parents may still visit with the child, 
if their parental rights have not been terminated 
and at the discretion of you, as the guardian.

 You may appoint a successor guardian in the 
event of death or determination of incapacity.

The Guardianship Assistance Program (GAP) 
is designed to support guardianship as a 

permanency option for children in foster care 
that have been placed with a licensed relative 
or kinship caregiver for at least six months. This 
program provides financial support and in most 
cases, Medicaid for the child. The financial sup-
port can assist you in meeting the child’s needs.

Application Process for GAP
The Family Case Manager (FCM) will provide 
you with a GAP application and an Explanation 
of Indiana Guardianship Assistance Program 
and Background Information form. The neces-
sary forms need to be signed by all members of 
the household seeking guardianship. Once the 
forms are signed and the background checks are 
completed, the FCM will submit all documents to 
the Central Eligibility Unit (CEU) for an eligibility 
determination. 

If you are determined eligible for GAP, you and 
your attorney will petition the Court for guard-
ianship. Once the petition is granted, the Court 
will issue the guardianship order and DCS will ask 
the Court for dismissal of the CHINS.

GAP payments will begin once the Guardianship 
Agreement is in place and there is a Court order 
for guardianship.

GAP Eligibility
 The child is 13 or older or you are becoming 
guardian over a sibling group in the same home 
and at least one member is 13 or older.

 Related by blood, marriage, adoption or holds 
an established and significant relationship prior 
to DCS involvement. 

 The child has lived with you as a child in DCS 
care for at least six consecutive months while 
you have been fully licensed as a foster parent.

 DCS has determined that guardianship is the 
best permanency option for the child and the 
permanency plan has legally been changed to 
only guardianship.

 The child has been consulted and has agreed to 
guardianship.

 All necessary background checks are completed 
for all adults living in the home and children 
over the age of 14.

Reimbursement of Expenses
In addition to monthly GAP 
payments, you may receive 
a one-time reimbursement 
payment of up to $2,000 
per child for expenses 
related to obtaining guardi-
anship for the child, such as 
attorney and Court fees. This payment is covered 
under the Guardianship Assistance Program. It can 
also be requested that your attorney receives this 
payment directly.

 Other factors may affect eligibility.

 All prospective guardians are encouraged 
to apply.


