INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES
ﬁ CHILD WELFARE POLICY

ININWW | Chapter 4: Assessment

DEPARTMENT OF

CHILD

m Effective Date: January 1, 2026 Version: 15

Section 28: Removals from Parents, Guardians, or Custodians

POLICY OVERVIEW
A child may need removed from the parent, guardian, or custodian to ensure the child’s safety
and well-being.

POLICY STATEMENT
If the Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) decides an involuntary removal is needed,
DCS will:
1. Ask for a court order to remove the child from their parent, guardian, or custodian; or
2. Remove the child without a court order if their physical or mental condition will be
seriously harmed or endangered if not immediately taken into custody.

LEA Assistance
DCS will ask the local law enforcement agency (LEA) to be present at the removal. DCS will not
remove a child without LEA present, unless:

1. There is an immediate concern for the child’s safety or well-being;

2. Emergency removal is necessary; and

3. LEA has been contacted but is unable to be present during the removal.

Situations That May Not Require Removal
An assessment involving the following does not mean an automatic removal is needed to
ensure the child’s safety and well-being:
1. Domestic violence (DV) (see policy 2.30); or
2. A new child in a household of a parent or caregiver with an open DCS case. This may
include:
a. Newborn infant, or
b. A child that has moved into the home or regularly visits the home (see 4.50).

Accommodation

DCS will provide appropriate, reasonable accommodations if:
1. There are any barriers to communication with the parent, guardian, or custodian; or
2. Areasonable accommodation is requested.

Foreign National or Indian Child

When a child is believed to be a foreign national or an Indian child and is removed due to an
immediate safety concern, DCS will not delay or deny the child’s placement in an available
resource home based on the child or resource parent’s race, color, or national origin.
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https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/2.30.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/4.50.pdf

LEGAL REFERENCES

42 USC Ch. 126 12102: Definition of disability

42 USC 671 (a)(29): State plan for foster care and adoption assistance

IC 31-9-2-88: “Parent”

IC 31-9-2-107(b): "Relative"

IC 31-10-2-1: Policy and purpose

IC 31-27-4-6.5: "Disability"; foster family home

IC 31-28-0.5: Chapter 0.5. Electronic Records

IC 31-32-3-10.5: Civil immunity for placement of a child on a waiting list for guardian ad
litem or court appointed special advocate services

IC 31-33-8-8: Order for child's immediate removal; preparation of investigative report
IC 31-34-2-3: Taking child into custody without court order; documentation

IC 31-34-2-6: Documentation by person taking child into custody without court order;
forms

IC 31-34-3-4.5: Procedures for notices to adult relatives and siblings; content

IC 31-34-3-4.7: Notice to the child’s school

IC 31-34-4: Temporary Placement of Child Taken into Custody
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter126&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=prelim&req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title42-section671&f=treesort&num=0&saved=%7CKHRpdGxlOjQyIHNlY3Rpb246NjcyIGVkaXRpb246cHJlbGltKSBPUiAoZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU0Mi1zZWN0aW9uNjcyKQ%3D%3D%7CdHJlZXNvcnQ%3D%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31#31-9-2-88
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-9-2-107
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-10-2-1
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-27-4-6.5
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31#31-28-0.5
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-32-3-10.5
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-32-3-10.5
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-33-8-8
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-34-2-3
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-34-2-6
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-34-2-6
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-34-3-4.5
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31/#31-34-3-4.7
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2025/ic/titles/031/#31-34-4

