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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES 
CHILD WELFARE POLICY 

 
Chapter 18: Licensing of Child Placing Agencies 
 
Section 06: Referral Holds (Licensing of CPA) 
 

Effective Date: January 1, 2026 Version: 2 

  

POLICY OVERVIEW 
DCS may pause referrals to a Licensed Child Placing Agency (LCPA) when certain issues are 
found. This helps protect the safety and well-being of children. 

 
POLICY STATEMENT 
DCS may put in a referral hold if an issue is discovered with child safety. If a LCPA does not 
follow the rules in Indiana Code (IC), Indiana Administrative Code (IAC), DCS policy, or the 
DCS contract, the Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) may pause placement referrals 
(called a referral hold). This helps keep children safe and well. 

 
LEGAL REFERENCES 

• IC 31-27-6: Chapter 6. Regulation of Child Placing Agencies 
• IC 31-27-6-26: Investigations of noncompliance; injunctions; corrective action plans; 

removal of children; informal meetings 
• 465 IAC 2-2-1: Definition of child-placing agency or business of placing children 

 
 

https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-6
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-6-26
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-6-26
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-2-1

