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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES 
CHILD WELFARE POLICY 

 
Chapter 18: Licensing of Child Placing Agencies 
 
Section 02: Initial Site Review 
 

Effective Date: January 1, 2026 Version: 2 

  

POLICY OVERVIEW 
The process to become a Licensed Child Placing Agency (LCPA) helps to protect a child’s 
health, safety, treatment, and general well-being. Before deciding to approve or deny a license, 
the Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) does an initial site review. This review checks 
that the child placing agency (CPA) knows all the rules and is ready to meet or go beyond 
minimum standards set by the law and DCS policies.  

 
POLICY STATEMENT 
DCS will do an initial site review to make sure the agency applying for licensure as an LCPA is 
following the law. 

 
LEGAL REFERENCES 

• IC 31-27-6: Chapter 6. Regulation of Child Placing Agencies 
• 465 IAC 2-1.5 Licensing of Foster Family Homes for Children 
• 465 IAC 2-2 Licensing of Child Placing Agencies 
• 465 IAC 2-2-7: Office Space and Equipment 

 
 

 

https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-6
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-1.5
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-2
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-2-7

