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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES 
CHILD WELFARE POLICY 

 
Chapter 18: Licensing of Child Placing Agencies 
 
Section 01: Initial Licensing Process (Licensing of CPA) 
 

Effective Date: July 1, 2026 Version: 3 

  

POLICY OVERVIEW 
The first step in becoming a Licensed Child Placing Agency (LCPA) is the licensing process. 
This process helps the applicant meet all rules in Indiana Code (IC), Indiana Administrative 
Code (IAC), and Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) policy. During this time, the 
applicant sends in documents that explain how the agency plans to provide foster care and/or 
adoption services. 

 
POLICY STATEMENT 
The DCS LCPA Licensing Unit works with agencies that want to become an LCPA. The unit 
gives support and guidance during the licensing process. Each applicant must apply on forms 
provided by the DCS. 
 
LEGAL REFERENCES 

• IC 31-9-2.1-46: "Child placing agency" 
• IC 31-27-6: Chapter 6. Regulation of Child Placing Agencies 
• IC 31-27-6-2: Application for license; criminal history checks 
• 465 IAC 2-2: Licensing of Child Placing Agencies 

 
 

https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-9-2.1-46
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-6
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-6-2
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-2

