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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES 
CHILD WELFARE POLICY 

 
Chapter 12: Foster Family Home Licensing 
 
Section 07: Initial Licensing Home Visits 
 

Effective Date: January 1, 2026 Version: 5 

  

POLICY OVERVIEW 
The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) visits foster family homes (FFH) during the 
initial licensing process to make sure the home is safe, stable, and supportive for children. 

 
POLICY STATEMENT 
DCS will visit the home to check the living space, go over paperwork, and talk in depth with all 
household members about being a foster parent, or adoption. 

 
LEGAL REFERENCES 

• IC 31-27-4-10: Investigation of applicants 
• IC 31-27-4-16: Duration of license; limitations; renewal 
• IC 31-27-4-18: Inspection of foster family homes 
• IC 31-27-4-19: Records of monitoring activities and inspections 
• IC 31-27-4-20: Cooperation by licensees 
• IC 31-27-4.5: Foster Parent Rights  

 
 

https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-4-10
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-4-16
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-4-18
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-4-19
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-4-20
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2026/ic/titles/31#31-27-4.5

