
APPENDIX C 

Early Coordination 



100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner

April 14, 2020 

Re: U.S. Highway 31 (U.S. 31) Limited Access Corridor Study between State Road 38 and State Road 931 (Des. Nos. 
1900096 and 1900097); Hamilton and Tipton Counties, Indiana 

Dear Early Coordination Recipient: 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)-Greenfield District intends to proceed with a project involving the 
aforementioned highway corridor in Hamilton and Tipton Counties. This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the 
environmental review process. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible 
environmental effects associated with this project. Please use the above designation numbers and description in your 
reply. We will incorporate your comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. 

The need for the project derives from the high rate of accidents near intersections along this stretch of U.S. 31. Based on 
2014-2016 traffic data, Hamilton County sees an average of 5.96 accidents per mile, per year and Tipton County has an 
average of 6.83 accidents per mile, per year. A 2017 study of the U.S. 31 corridor by CHA Consulting found the majority 
of crashes on U.S. 31 occurred within 1,000 feet of an intersection. The segment of U.S. 31 between State Road 38 and State 
Road 931 is situated between two segments of U.S. 31 that have already been converted to limited-access highway. The 
primary purpose of this project is to reduce traffic accidents along U.S. 31 between State Road 38 and State Road 931 while 
maintaining local access by providing interchanges and overpasses at select locations. 

The project proposes to analyze all existing cross streets to U.S. 31 along the corridor for conversion either to cul-de-sacs 
(east and west of U.S. 31), new overpasses, or new interchanges. Initial considerations for cross streets within the project 
area are provided in the table below.  

HAMILTON COUNTY 
Intersecting 

Roadway 
Initial Considerations for 
Intersection Treatments Notes Funding 

Year 
216th Street Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study FY 2023 
226th Street Proposed Overpass Part of Subject Study FY 2023 
236th Street Proposed Interchange  Project of Independent Utility FY 2021 
241st Street Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
246th Street Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
256th Street Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
266th Street Proposed Overpass Part of Subject Study  TBD 
276th Street Proposed Interchange  Part of Subject Study FY 2022 
281st Street Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
286th Street Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 

296th Street Proposed Overpass 
Part of Subject Study; AKA 
County Line Road  TBD 

TIPTON COUNTY 
Intersecting 

Roadway Intersection Treatment Notes Funding 
Year 

W. 500 S. Proposed Overpass Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 450 S. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 350 S. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
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W. 250 S. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 100 S. Proposed Grade Separated Railroad  Project of Independent Utility FY 2022 
W. 50 S. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
Division Road Proposed Overpass or RI/RO Part of Subject Study FY 2025 
W. 100 N. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 200 N. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 300 N. Proposed Overpass Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 375 N. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 450 N. Proposed Overpass Part of Subject Study  TBD 
W. 550 N. Proposed Cul-de-sac Part of Subject Study  TBD 

The proposed project area is approximately 23.4 miles long. Right-of-way (ROW) acquisition will be required, but 
the amount is not currently known. It is anticipated there will be some commercial and/or residential relocations. 

Where new overpass bridges are proposed for construction, traffic will be detoured along cross streets where new overpass 
bridge construction is proposed.  Cross streets that are to be turned into cul-de-sacs will experience a permanent traffic 
alteration.  Proposed interchange areas will utilize phased construction to maintain traffic. Initial stages of construction 
are anticipated to begin in Summer 2022. 

Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily agricultural, with a combination of residential, commercial, light 
industrial, religious and recreational land uses present as well. The INDOT Environmental Services Division (ESD) 
Ecology & Waterway Permitting Office (EWPO) will perform waters and wetlands determinations and a biological 
assessment to identify any ecological resources that may be present. This project qualifies for the application of the 
USFWS range-wide programmatic informal consultation for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat and project 
information will be submitted through USFWS’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) separately. The 
INDOT Cultural Resources Office (CRO) will investigate the right-of-way for archaeological and historic resources for 
Section 106 compliance. The results of this investigation will be forwarded to the State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) for review and concurrence. 

Should we not receive your response within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that 
your agency feels that there will be no adverse effects incurred as a result of the proposed project. However, should you 
find that an extension to the response time is necessary, a reasonable amount may be granted upon request. If you have 
any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Ryan Scott, Environmental Preparer, Butler, Fairman and 
Seufert, Inc., rscott@bfsengr.com, or Andrea Langille, PE, Project Manager, Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc., and 
alangille@bfsengr.com. Thank you in advance for your input. 

Sincerely, 

Ryan L. Scott 
Director of Environmental Services 
Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc. 

RS/ 
Attachments- 
Maps (Location, Aerial, Topographic, 
Photo Key, Water Resources) 
Photographs 
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100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 
Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner 

The following agencies received Early Coordination Letters: 
 

INDOT Environmental Policy Manager-Central Office 
100 N. Senate Avenue 
Indiana Government Center N642 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: rbales@indot.in.gov) 
 
Federal Highway Administration  
575 North Pennsylvania Street  
Room 254, Federal Office Building 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: Robert.Dirks@dot.gov) 

 
Indiana Geological Survey  
611 North Walnut Grove  
Bloomington, IN 47405  
(Electronic Coordination: https://igs.indiana.edu/eAssessment/) 

 
Field Environmental Officer  
Chicago Regional Office 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development  
Metcalf Federal Building 
77 West Jackson Boulevard, Room 2401 
Chicago, IL 60604  
(Electronic Coordination: Paul.J.Lehmann@hud.gov) 
 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
Midwest Regional Office 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, Nebraska 68102 
 
Environmental Coordinator 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
402 West Washington Street, Rm. W273 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov) 
 
Field Supervisor 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bloomington Field Office 
620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121 
(Electronic Coordination: robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov) 
 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Northern Indiana Sub-office 
P.O. Box 2616 
Chesterton, IN 46304 
(Electronic Coordination: Elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov) 

 
State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
6013 Lakeside Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46278 
(Electronic Coordination: rick.neilson@in.usda.gov) 
 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
Office of Aviation 
100 N. Senate Avenue, Room 955 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: jcourtade@indot.in.gov) 
 
Chief 
NEPA Implementation Section 
USEPA, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
(Electronic Coordination: Westlake.kenneth@epa.gov) 
 
Sole Source Aquifer Coordinator 
Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Louisville 
District 
ATTN: CELRL-RDN 
P.O. Box 59 
Louisville, KY 40201-0059  
(Electronic Coordination: Gregory.a.mckay@usace.army.mil) 

 
Groundwater Section 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management  
(Electronic Coordination) 

 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management  
(Electronic Coordination) 

 
Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Executive Director 
200 E. Washington St., Suite 2322 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: anna.gremling@indympo.org 
 

Hamilton County Surveyor’s Office 
1 Hamilton County Square, Suite 188 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: 
Kenton.ward@hamiltoncounty.in.gov)  
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   Tipton County Surveyor’s Office 
101 E. Jefferson Street, Room 102 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: tipton.surveyor@tds.net) 

Hamilton County Highway Department 
1700 South 10th Street 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: bob.davis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Highway Department 
405 Market Road 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: b.morris@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 
1 Hamilton County Square, Suite 157 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: 
dan.stevens@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Board of Commissioners 
101 E. Jefferson Street 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: mmanier@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Hamilton County Health Department 
18030 Foundation Drive, Suite A 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: health@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Health Department 
101 E. Jefferson Street, 1st Floor 
Tipton County, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: logden@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office 
18100 Cumberland Road 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: 
dennis.quakenbush@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Sheriff’s Office 
2300 W SR 28 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: mdeckard@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Jackson Township Fire Department 
508 W. Main Street 
Arcadia, IN 46030 

Sheridan Fire Department 
506 S. Main Street  
Sheridan, IN 46069 

Cicero Township Volunteer Fire Department 
750 Development Drive 
Tipton, IN 46072 

Sharpsville Fire Department 
158 W. Vine Street 
Sharpsville, IN 46068 

Hamilton County Emergency Management 
18100 Cumberland Road 

Noblesville, IN 46060 
Hamilton County Council 
1 Hamilton County Square, Suite 157 
Noblesville, IN 46060 

Tipton County Council 
Tipton County Courthouse 
101 E. Jefferson Street 
Tipton, IN 46072 

Adams Township Trustee 
201 South Main Street 
Sheridan, IN 46069 

Jackson Township Trustee 
506 W. Main Street 
Arcadia, IN 46030 

Westfield Washington Township Trustee 
1549 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

Cicero Township Trustee 
750 Development Drive 
Tipton, IN 46072 

Jefferson Township Trustee 
205 S. Main Street 
Kempton, IN 46049 

Liberty Township Trustee 
124 S. Main Street 
Sharpsville, IN 46068 

Dr. Sherry Grate 
Superintendent 
Westfield-Washington Schools 
(Electronic Coordination: superintendent@wws.k12.in.us)  

Dr. Mary Roberson 
Superintendent 
Sheridan Community Schools 
(Electronic Coordination: superintendent@scs.k12.in.us) 

Dr. Derek Arrowood 
Superintendent 
Hamilton Heights School Corporation 
(Electronic Coordination: superintendent@hhsc.k12.in.us) 

Dr. Kevin Emsweller 
Superintendent 
Tipton Community School Corporation 
(Electronic Coordination: kemsweller@tcsc.k12.in.us) 

Dr. Dave Driggs 
Superintendent 
Tri-Central Community Schools 
(Electronic Coordination: ddriggs@tccs.k12.in.us) 

Kokomo Howard County Governmental Coordinating Council 
Tammy Corn, Executive Director 
(Electronic Coordination: tcorn@cityofkokomo.org) 
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100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner

March 19, 2021 

To:  Attached Early Coordination Recipient List 

Re: US Highway 31 (US 31) Limited Access Corridor Study between SR (SR) 38 and 286th Street (Des. Nos. 
1900096 (lead/bridge), 1900097 (road), 1901797 (276th Street), 2002313 Limited Access from 236th Street to 
276th Street); Hamilton County, Indiana 

Dear Recipient: 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)-Greenfield District intends to proceed with a project involving the 
aforementioned highway corridor in Hamilton County. This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the 
environmental review process. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible 
environmental effects associated with this project. Please use the above designation numbers and description in your 
reply. We will incorporate your comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. 

Early Coordination was originally sent to you on April 14, 2020. Since then, there has been a change in the project scope 
and some of the remaining design elements have been further developed. As a result, updated coordination is being sought 
as part of our study. 

The INDOT Greenfield District has been working on the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process for the US 31 
Limited Access Project between State Road (SR) 38 in Hamilton County, Indiana and SR 931 in Tipton County, Indiana.    
The NEPA study, under the current efforts, included 20.3 miles of US 31 that was under consideration to be upgraded to a 
Limited Access corridor.   This included approximately 8.5 miles located in Hamilton County and approximately 11.5 miles 
located in Tipton County.  To the south of the project, US 31 in Hamilton County is currently limited access for 12.5 miles 
from I-465 to SR 38. To the north of this project US 31 is currently limited access for 13.5 miles from SR 931 in Tipton 
County to County Road 450 North in Howard County.  

The need for the project derives from the high rate of accidents that are occurring along the US 31 corridor.  A study 
completed in 2017 evaluated accident data in this area for the three-year period from 2014- 2016.   The study revealed that 
Hamilton County saw 5.96 accidents per mile per year, Tipton County saw 6.93 accidents per mile per year, and most of 
these crashes occurred within 1000 feet of an intersection.  Accident data was recently reviewed for the three-year period 
from 2018-2020 and it was determined that during this time frame Hamilton County reported 10.98 accidents per mile per 
year and Tipton County reported 8.35 accidents per mile per year. This in an 84% increase in Hamilton County and a 22% 
increase in Tipton County between the two study periods. Following too closely, failing to yield the right of way, and 
disregarding a traffic signal/sign were common causes of accidents during each period. These types of accidents occur more 
frequently at intersections.  It is the intention of this project to reduce traffic accidents along US 31 by creating a limited 
access corridor while maintaining local access by providing interchanges and overpasses at select locations.   The project 
also proposes to install cable median barrier along the median to reduce median cross over crashes.  

Funding for the construction of this corridor is broken into phases with some phases having funding included already in the 
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), some phases planned to be included in the upcoming Fiscal Year (FY) 
2025 STIP, and some phases that do not yet have a funding plan in place.    
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As part of the NEPA study effort, initial Early Coordination letters were sent out in April 2020, Community Advisory 
Meetings were held for Tipton County and Hamilton County in July 2020 and a Public Information Meeting was held in 
September 2020.   Since the initial presentation of the project details, members of various Tipton County Communities, 
Tipton County Government officials, local Tipton County businesses as well as emergency response teams expressed 
concerns about how the project would impact access and how the local economy would be impacted related to current and 
future developments.   Concerns expressed in Hamilton County were fewer than in Tipton County and more focused on the 
project details and emergency response times.  The Town of Arcadia commented on economic development concerns with 
the proposed access at 266th Street to be removed and changed to an overpass.    

Hamilton County continues to develop and access to US 31 in Hamilton County between SR 38 and 286th Street will include 
three interchanges over 8 miles.   The reduction in access because of the project is not expected to have a significant impact 
on economic development in Hamilton County.   The landscape in Tipton County continues to be uncertain with potential 
developments regularly being considered in Tipton County.  Access to US 31 in Tipton County from CR 600S to SR 931 
will include the existing interchange at SR 28 and partial access at SR 931 over 11.5 miles.  While access as proposed should 
not have a significant impact on the existing conditions, the proposed reduction in access in the county could have an impact 
on proposed development.   

Based on the facts that INDOT does not currently have funding in place for many of the US 31 proposed improvements in 
Tipton County and that the future needs of ongoing development have not yet been realized, INDOT is proposing to shift 
the phase of this project from 286th Street to SR 931 out of the ongoing NEPA study and into an independent Planning and 
Environmental Linkage (PEL) study. More information regarding INDOT’s approach to PEL studies can be found at 
www.in.gov/indot/4035.htm. The proposed interchange at 276th Street, which limits access up to 286th Street, is the logical 
break point between the two phases of the corridor as it is the northern-most funded full-access point where we can create a 
safe transition for drivers along US 31. This ensures that we are not limiting the considerations of alternatives that might be 
developed and advanced in Tipton County. Also, this will allow the currently funded projects in Hamilton County with the 
higher increased accident rate to proceed in a timely manner while more time is spent to properly balance the needs of 
INDOT and the local communities in Tipton County. We will, however, continue to observe and evaluate how the corridor 
operates from 286th Street to SR 931 and, if necessary, propose systemic safety improvements while the larger scale PEL 
study is underway. Possible systemic safety improvements may include reducing the number of median crossovers, installing 
median cable barrier, modifying the existing interchange at US 31 & SR 28, adding turn lanes at county road intersections, 
and adding advanced warning signage throughout the corridor.   

The current project area, from SR 38 to 286th Street, is approximately 7.5 miles long. Right-of-way acquisition will be 
required, but the amounts for most of the corridor are currently estimates. It is anticipated there will be commercial and/or 
residential relocations and the potential for up to 382 acres of new permanent and up to 13 acres of temporary right-of-way 
in Hamilton County, resulting from this proposal. 

All existing cross streets to US 31 along the corridor have been analyzed for conversion to either cul-de-sacs, overpasses, 
or interchanges.  In general, the cul-de-sacs will have an approximate 50-foot radius and will be oriented north, center, or 
south relative to the existing roads to minimize impacts to existing properties. All areas where existing pavement is removed 
will be reseeded. Median cable barrier will be installed in select stretches of the median. Roadway signage along the project 
area will be evaluated and replaced, if needed. 

Where new overpass bridges are proposed for construction, traffic will be detoured along cross streets.  Cross streets that 
are to be turned into cul-de-sacs will experience a permanent traffic alteration.  Proposed interchange areas will utilize 
phased construction to maintain traffic.  

Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily agricultural, with a combination of residential, commercial, light 
industrial, religious, and recreational land uses present as well.  

226th Street Overpass (Des. No. 1900096) 
The 226th Street overpass portion of the project will include the construction of a new bridge to carry 226th Street over US 
31, construction of a new local road approximately 0.25 mile east of US 31 and extending from 226th Street south for 
approximately 0.35 mile to serve commercial businesses in that area, and construction of a new local road, located 
approximately 0.25 mile east of US 31, that will extend from 226th Street to a point approximately 0.5 mile north of 226th 
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Street.  It is anticipated at this time that all work proposed to occur under Des. No. 1900096 will result in 15 acres of 
permanent right-of-way acquisition involving commercial, residential, and agricultural land, and 3.5 acres of temporary 
right-of-way acquisition involving commercial and residential land.  As much as 4.13 acres of tree clearing will be required.  
Minor impacts to emergent wetland and to UNT to Jones Ditch and Raymond Briles Drain is anticipated. 
 
Potential Relocations under Des. No. 1900096: 
2 commercial properties in the southwest quadrant of the US 31/226th Street intersection 

 
US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 236th Street (Des. No. 1900097) 
The limited access conversion portion of the project from SR 38 to 236th Street will include conversion of the existing 216th 
Street intersection into cul-de-sacs east and west of US 31, along with the removal of direct access drives for commercial, 
residential, and agricultural properties onto US 31.  The project also proposes to install crash barrier cables in the median of 
US 31 between SR 38 and 236th Street. It is anticipated at this time that all work proposed to occur under Des. No. 1900097 
will result in 21.5 acres of permanent right-of-way acquisition involving commercial, residential, and agricultural land, and 
2.5 acres of temporary right-of-way acquisition involving commercial and residential land.  Approximately 0.06 acres of 
clearing impacts for this portion of the project are anticipated.   
 
Potential Relocations under Des. No. 1900097 
1 commercial property in the southeast quadrant of the US 31/216th Street intersection 
3 residential properties on the west side of US 31 between 216th Street and 226th Street 1 commercial property on the west 
side of US 31 between 216th Street and 226th Street 
1 residential property on the west side of US 31 between 226th Street and 236th Street  
 
276th Street Interchange (Des. No. 1901797) 
The construction of the 276th Street interchange will require the construction of one (1) new bridge to carry 276th Street over 
US 31 (Des. No. 1901798), and the replacement and widening of three existing bridges (276th Street over Little Cicero Creek 
(Des. No. 2002954), US 31 NB over Little Cicero Creek (Des. No. 1700934) and US 31 SB over Little Cicero Creek (Des. 
No. 1700935). New access lanes to provide connections from NB US 31 to 276th Street will be constructed in the southeast 
quadrant of the existing intersection, and new access lanes to provide connections from SB US 31 to 276th Street will be 
constructed in the northwest quadrant of the existing intersection.  The existing access drive serving the commercial business 
in the southwest quadrant will be relocated to the west and connect to 276th Street approximately 450 feet west of its current 
location. The 276th Street interchange portion of the project will also include roadway reconstruction and widening work 
along 276th Street from Dunbar Road (East 11th Street) to US 31 (Des. No. 2002949). Along US 31, 281st Street will be 
converted to a cul-de-sac on the east side, the median cross over at 286th Street will be removed allowing only right-in and 
right-out access to 286th Street, and direct access drives for commercial, residential, and agricultural properties will be 
removed.  

 
It is anticipated at this time that all work proposed to occur under Des. No. 1901797 and sub des. numbers will result in 30.1 
acres of permanent right-of-way acquisition involving commercial, residential, and agricultural land, and 3.0 acres of 
temporary right-of-way acquisition involving commercial and residential land.  As much as 1.19 acres of tree clearing will 
be required.  Approximately 60 linear feet of permanent and 215 linear feet of temporary stream impacts are anticipated for 
bridge replacement work along Little Cicero Creek and approximately 52 linear feet of permanent and 75 linear feet of 
temporary impacts to Unnamed Tributary (UNT) 1 will occur. Approximately 0.207 acre of emergent wetland impacts is 
also anticipated. 
 
Potential Relocations under Des. No. 1901797 
1 residential on the west side of US 31 between 276th and 286th Street  
1 residential on the east side of US 31 between 276th and 286th Street  

 
US 31 Limited Access Conversion from 236th Street to 276th Street (Des. No. 2002313) 
The limited access conversion portion of the project from 236th Street to 276th Street will include conversion of the existing 
241st Street, 246th Street, and 256th Street intersections, into cul-de-sacs east and west of US 31 and an overpass at 266th 
Street along with the removal of direct access drives for commercial, residential, and agricultural properties onto US 31. 
The 266th Street overpass portion of the project will include the construction of a new bridge to carry 266th Street over US 
31. The project also proposes to install crash barrier cables in the median of US 31 between 236th Street and 276th Street. 
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It is anticipated at this time that all work proposed to occur under Des. No. 2002313 will result in 325 acres of permanent 
right-of-way acquisition involving commercial, residential, and agricultural land, and 5 acres of temporary right-of-way 
acquisition involving commercial, residential, and agricultural land. Approximately 0.72 acres of clearing impacts for this 
portion of the project are anticipated. 

Potential Relocations under Des. No. 2002313: 
2 commercial properties on the west side of US 31 between 236th Street and 276th Street 
9 residential properties on the west side of US 31 between 236th Street and 276th Street 
4 residential properties on the east side of US 31 between 236th Street and 276th Street 

Preliminary preferred alternatives at each cross street, summarized in the table for Hamilton County have been identified by 
INDOT based on preliminary environmental studies completed, and public and local government feedback received to date. 

Intersecting 
Roadway 

Preliminary Preferred 
Alternative Notes Funding 

Year 

216th Street Proposed Cul-de-sac 
Part of Subject Study 

Des. No. 1900097 FY 2023 

226th Street Proposed Overpass 
Part of Subject Study 

Des. No. 1900096 FY 2023 

236th Street Proposed Interchange Project of Independent Utility FY 2021 

241st Street Proposed Cul-de-sac 
Part of Subject Study 

Des. No. 2002313 FY 2024 

246th Street Proposed Cul-de-sac 
Part of Subject Study 

Des No. 2002313 FY 2024 

256th Street Proposed Cul-de-sac 
Part of Subject Study 

Des. No. 2002313 FY 2024 

266th Street Proposed Overpass 
Part of Subject Study 

Des. No. 2002313 FY 2024 

276th Street Proposed Interchange 

Part of Subject Study 
Des. Nos. 1901797, 1901718, 

1700934, 1700935, and 
2002954, and 2002949 FY 2022 

281st Street Proposed Cul-de-sac 
Part of Subject Study 

Des. No. 1901797 FY 2022 

286th Street 
Close Median and allow Right-turn 

in and Right-turn out only 
Part of Subject Study 

Des. No. 1901797 FY 2022 

The INDOT Environmental Services Division (ESD) Ecology & Waterway Permitting Office (EWPO) will perform waters 
and wetlands determinations and a biological assessment to identify any ecological resources that may be present. This 
project qualifies for the application of the USFWS range-wide programmatic informal consultation for the Indiana bat and 
northern long-eared bat and project information will be submitted through USFWS’s Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) separately. The INDOT Cultural Resources Office (CRO) will investigate the right-of-way for 
archaeological and historic resources for Section 106 compliance. The results of this investigation will be forwarded to the 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for review and concurrence. Should we not receive your response within thirty 
(30) calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that your agency feels that there will be no adverse effects
incurred as a result of the proposed project. However, should you find that an extension to the response time is necessary, a
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reasonable amount may be granted upon request. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact 
Neal Bennett, Environmental Preparer, Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc., nbennett@bfsengr.com, or Jennifer Beck, PMP, 
Senior Project Manager, INDOT – Greenfield District., jbeck@indot.in.gov. Thank you in advance for your input. 

Sincerely, 

Neal Bennett, PWS 
Environmental Scientist 
Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc. 

NB/ 
Attachments- 
Maps (Location, Aerial, Topographic, 
Photo Key, Water Resources) 
Photographs 

ncerely,

eal Bennett, PWPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP S
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100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner 

The following agencies received Early Coordination Letters: 

INDOT Environmental Policy Manager-Central Office 
100 N. Senate Avenue 
Indiana Government Center 758-ES 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: rbales@indot.in.gov) 

Federal Highway Administration  
575 North Pennsylvania Street  
Room 254, Federal Office Building 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: Robert.Dirks@dot.gov) 

Indiana Geological Survey  
611 North Walnut Grove  
Bloomington, IN 47405  
(Electronic Coordination: https://igs.indiana.edu/eAssessment/) 

Field Environmental Officer  
Chicago Regional Office 
US Department of Housing and Urban Development  
Metcalf Federal Building 
77 West Jackson Boulevard, Room 2401 
Chicago, IL 60604  
(Electronic Coordination: Paul.J.Lehmann@hud.gov) 

Regional Environmental Coordinator 
Midwest Regional Office 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, Nebraska 68102 
(Electronic Coordination: Mwro_compliance@nps.gov) 

Environmental Coordinator 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
402 West Washington Street, Rm. W273 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov) 

Field Supervisor 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bloomington Field Office 
620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121 
(Electronic Coordination: robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov) 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Northern Indiana Sub-office 
P.O. Box 2616 
Chesterton, IN 46304 
(Electronic Coordination: Elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov) 

State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
6013 Lakeside Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46278 
(Electronic Coordination: rick.neilson@in.usda.gov) 

Indiana Department of Transportation 
Office of Aviation 
100 N. Senate Avenue, Room 955 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: jcourtade@indot.in.gov) 

Chief 
NEPA Implementation Section 
USEPA, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
(Electronic Coordination: Westlake.kenneth@epa.gov) 

Sole Source Aquifer Coordinator 
Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
(Electronic Coordination: bosscher.valerie@epa.gov) 

US Army Corps of Engineers Louisville 
District 
ATTN: CELRL-RDN 
P.O. Box 59 
Louisville, KY 40201-0059  
(Electronic Coordination: Gregory.a.mckay@usace.army.mil) 

Groundwater Section 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
(Electronic Coordination) 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
(Electronic Coordination) 

Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Executive Director 
200 E. Washington St., Suite 2322 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(Electronic Coordination: anna.gremling@indympo.org 

Hamilton County Surveyor’s Office 
1 Hamilton County Square, Suite 188 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: 
Kenton.ward@hamiltoncounty.in.gov)
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   Tipton County Surveyor’s Office 
101 E. Jefferson Street, Room 102 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: tipton.surveyor@tds.net) 

Hamilton County Highway Department 
1700 South 10th Street 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: bob.davis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Highway Department 
405 Market Road 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: b.morris@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 
1 Hamilton County Square, Suite 157 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: 
dan.stevens@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Board of Commissioners 
101 E. Jefferson Street 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: mmanier@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Hamilton County Health Department 
18030 Foundation Drive, Suite A 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: health@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Health Department 
101 E. Jefferson Street, 1st Floor 
Tipton County, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: logden@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office 
18100 Cumberland Road 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Electronic Coordination: 
dennis.quakenbush@hamiltoncounty.in.gov) 

Tipton County Sheriff’s Office 
2300 W SR 28 
Tipton, IN 46072 
(Electronic Coordination: mdeckard@tiptoncounty.in.gov) 

Jackson Township Fire Department 
508 W. Main Street 
Arcadia, IN 46030 

Sheridan Fire Department 
506 S. Main Street  
Sheridan, IN 46069 

Cicero Township Volunteer Fire Department 
750 Development Drive 
Tipton, IN 46072 

Sharpsville Fire Department 
158 W. Vine Street 
Sharpsville, IN 46068 

Hamilton County Emergency Management 
18100 Cumberland Road 
Noblesville, IN 46060 

Hamilton County Council 
1 Hamilton County Square, Suite 157 
Noblesville, IN 46060 

Tipton County Council 
Tipton County Courthouse 
101 E. Jefferson Street 
Tipton, IN 46072 

Adams Township Trustee 
201 South Main Street 
Sheridan, IN 46069 

Jackson Township Trustee 
506 W. Main Street 
Arcadia, IN 46030 

Westfield Washington Township Trustee 
1549 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel, IN 46032 

Cicero Township Trustee 
750 Development Drive 
Tipton, IN 46072 

Jefferson Township Trustee 
205 S. Main Street 
Kempton, IN 46049 

Liberty Township Trustee 
124 S. Main Street 
Sharpsville, IN 46068 
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DNR #:

Requestor:

Project:

Request Received:ER-22448

Butler, Fairman & Seufert Inc
Ryan L Scott
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300
Indianapolis, IN  46240

April 14, 2020

US 31 limited access corridor study between SR 38 and SR 931; Des #1900096 &
1900097

County/Site info: Hamilton - Tipton

Regulatory Assessment: This proposal may require the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act (IC 14-28-1) for any proposal to construct, excavate, or fill in or on the
floodway of a stream or other flowing waterbody which has a drainage area greater than
one square mile.  Please submit more detailed plans to the Division of Water’s
Technical Services Section if you are unsure whether or not a permit will be required.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked.
Washington Township's MacGregor Park is located immediately east of the roadway at
the southern end of the project area.  Also, Little Spectaclecase (Villosa lienosa), a
state species of special concern, has been documented in Prairie Creek within 1/2 mile
of the project area, near the Tiption/Hamilton County line.

Fish & Wildlife Comments: We do not foresee any impacts to Little Spectaclecase as a result of this project.

The Division of Fish & Wildlife (DFW) supports improving highway safety while reducing
and mitigating impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest extent
possible. The information submitted is rather general at this stage with no specifics on
the different options and how the resources may be impacted. The DFW generally looks
at impacts to important habitat features such as wooded areas, streams, and wetlands. 
Wildlife passage under or around highway infrastructure is also an important aspect of
fish, wildlife, and botanical resource management as well as highway safety. Including
an alternatives analysis for the various options on any future coordination is
recommended. Including a discussion of how each option might impact important
habitat features.  Fish and wildlife passage is recommended as part of the alternatives
analysis as well.

Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest
extent possible, and compensate for impacts.  The following are generalized
recommendations for avoiding, reducing, or mitigating potential impacts identified that
may or may not pertain to the proposed project:

1) Stream Crossing Design:
For purposes of maintaining fish and wildlife passage through a crossing structure, the
Environmental Unit recommends bridges rather than culverts and bottomless culverts
rather than box or pipe culverts.  Wide culverts are better than narrow culverts, and

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request.  Our agency offers the following comments for your
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this letter may become requirements of any permit issued.  If we do not
have permitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary.

State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

culverts with shorter through lengths are better than culverts with longer through
lengths.  If box or pipe culverts are used, the bottoms should be buried a minimum of 6"
(or 20% of the culvert height/pipe diameter, whichever is greater up to a maximum of 2')
below the stream bed elevation to allow a natural streambed to form within or under the
crossing structure.  Crossings should: span the entire channel width (a minimum of 1.2
times the OHWM width); maintain the natural stream substrate within the structure;
have a minimum openness ratio (height x width / length) of 0.25; and have stream
depth, channel width, and water velocities during low-flow conditions that are
approximate to those in the natural stream channel.  Banklines should be restored
within box and pipe structures to allow for wildlife passage above the ordinary highwater
mark.

The new, replacement, or rehabbed structure, and any bank stabilization under the
structure, should not create conditions that are less favorable for wildlife passage under
the structure compared to the current conditions.  The Division of Fish and Wildlife
would like to emphasize the importance of wildlife passage issues and transportation
infrastructure projects. The following is a good place to start in terms of resources to
consider in the design of stream crossing structures: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/wildlifecrossings/library/.

The following are recommended resources for designing and constructing stream
crossings for maintenance of instream habitat and aquatic organism passage:
https://www.fs.fed.us/biology/nsaec/fishxing/aop_pdfs.html

2) Bank Stabilization:
Some form of bank and/or streambed stabilization is almost always needed with the
construction, repair, replacement, or modification of a stream channel or crossing
structure. For streambank stabilization and erosion control, regrading to a stable slope
(2:1 or shallower) and establishing native vegetation along the banks are typically the
most effective techniques. A variety of methods to accomplish this include: planting
plugs, whips, container stock, seeding, and live stakes. In addition to vegetation
establishment, some additional level of bioengineered bank stabilization may be needed
under certain circumstances (inability to regrade to a stable slope, flow velocities that
exceed the limits of vegetation alone, etc.). Combining vegetation with any of the
following bank stabilization methods can provide additional bank protection while not
compromising benefits to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources: geotextiles (erosion
control blankets and/or turf reinforcement mats that are heavy-duty, biodegradable, and
net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize the entrapment and
snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles), vegetated geogrids or soil
lifts, fiber rolls, glacial stone, or riprap. Information about bioengineering techniques can
be found at http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20120404-IR-312120154NRA.xml.pdf.
Additionally, the following is a link to a USDA/NRCS document that outlines many
different bioengineering techniques for streambank stabilization:
http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/17553.wba.

Riprap or other hard bank stabilization materials should be used only at the toe of the
sideslopes up to the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) with the exception of areas
directly under bridges for instance. The banks above the OHWM should be restored,
stabilized, and revegetated using geotextiles and a mixture of grasses, sedges,
wildflowers, shrubs, and trees native to Central Indiana and specifically for stream
bank/floodway stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon completion. For
streambed stabilization or scour protection, riprap or other stabilization materials should
not be placed in the active stream channel above the existing streambed or flowline
elevation unless specifically designed and installed for grade control and aquatic
organism passage. This is to prevent obstructions to the movement of aquatic
organisms upstream and downstream.
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

3) Riparian Habitat:
We recommend a mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the permit
application, if required) for any unavoidable habitat impacts that will occur.  The DNR's
Floodway Habitat Mitigation guidelines (and plant lists) can be found online at:
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20190130-IR-312190041NRA.xml.pdf.

Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum
2:1 ratio.  If less than one acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting,
replacement should be at a 1:1 ratio based on area.  Impacts to non-wetland forest
under one (1) acre in an urban setting should be mitigated by planting five trees, at least
2 inches in diameter-at-breast height (dbh), for each tree which is removed that is 10"
dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based on the number of large trees) or by using the 1:1
replacement ratio based on area depending on the type of habitat impacted (individual
canopy tree removal in an urban streetscape or park-like environment versus removal
of habitat supporting a tree canopy, woody understory, and herbaceous layer). Impacts
under 0.10 acre in and urban area may still involve the replacement of large diameter
trees but typically do not require any additional mitigation or additional plantings beyond
seeding and stabilizing disturbed areas. There are exceptions for high quality habitat
sites however.

4) Roadside Vegetation Management:
The Division of Fish and Wildlife recommends coordinating with the Division of Fish and
Wildlife CORRIDORS Program to include roadside plantings to enhance habitat for
grassland birds and pollinators (https://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/9405.htm).

5) Wetland Habitat:
Due to the presence or potential presence of wetland habitat on site, we recommend
contacting and coordinating with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management
(IDEM) 401 program and also the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 404 program.
Impacts to wetland habitat should be mitigated at the appropriate ratio according to the
1991 INDOT/IDNR/USFWS Memorandum of Understanding.

6) Lighting:
Most transportation corridor designers and municipalities are trending toward LED
lighting. Certain types of LED lighting can have negative impacts on both human and
wildlife health and safety.  Scientific evidence suggests that artificial light at night has
negative and deadly effects on many creatures including amphibians, birds, mammals,
insects and plants. A June 2016 American Medical Association (AMA) report, "Human
and Environmental Effects of Light Emitting Diode Community Lighting," concluded that
"white LED street lighting patterns may contribute to the risk of chronic disease in the
populations of cities in which they have been installed."  We recommend visiting the
following website to learn more about the potential negative impacts of improperly
selected LED lighting systems if required: http://darksky.org/lighting/led-practical-guide/.

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or
compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources:
1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas that are not currently mowed and
maintained with a mixture of grasses, sedges, and wildflowers native to Central Indiana
as soon as possible upon completion; turf-type grasses (including low-endophyte,
friendly endophyte, and endophyte free tall fescue but excluding all other varieties of tall
fescue) may be used in currently mowed areas only.
2. Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing
of trees and brush.
3. Do not work in the waterway from April 1 through June 30 without the prior written
approval of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment
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Christie L. Stanifer
Environ. Coordinator
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Date: May 13, 2020

4. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat or Northern Long-eared bat roosting
(greater than 5 inches dbh, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks,
crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30.
5. Do not construct any temporary runarounds, access bridges, causeways,
cofferdams, diversions, or pumparounds.
6. Use minimum average 6 inch graded riprap stone extended below the normal water
level to provide habitat for aquatic organisms in the voids.
7. Do not use broken concrete as riprap.
8. Underlay the riprap with a bedding layer of well graded aggregate or a geotextile to
prevent piping of soil underneath the riprap.
9. Minimize the movement of resuspended bottom sediment from the immediate project
area.
10. Do not deposit or allow demolition/construction materials or debris to fall or
otherwise enter the waterway.
11. Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be
implemented to prevent sediment from entering the stream or leaving the construction
site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all disturbed areas are
stabilized.
12. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other
methods that are 3:1 or steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty,
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize
the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles (follow
manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply mulch
on all other disturbed areas.

Contact Staff: Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service.  Please contact the above
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance.

Christie L. Stanifer
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DNR #:

Requestor:

Project:

Request Received:ER-22448-1

Butler Fairman and Seufert Inc
Neal Bennett
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300
Indianapolis, IN  46240-8302

March 19, 2021

US 31 limited access corridor study between SR 38 and 286th Street: Des #1900096
(lead), Des #1900097, 1901797 & 2002313

Christie L. Stanifer
Environ. Coordinator
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Date: April 22, 2021

County/Site info: Hamilton

Regulatory Assessment: This proposal may require the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act (IC 14-28-1) for any proposal to construct, excavate, or fill in or on the
floodway of a stream or other flowing waterbody which has a drainage area greater than
one square mile.  Please submit more detailed plans to the Division of Water’s
Technical Services Section if you are unsure whether or not a permit will be required.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked.
Washington Township's MacGregor Park is located immediately east of the roadway at
the southern end of the project area.  Also, Little Spectaclecase (Villosa lienosa), a
state species of special concern, has been documented in Prairie Creek within 1/2 mile
of the project area, near the Tiption/Hamilton County line.

Fish & Wildlife Comments: It is understood that the size of the project area has been reduced since previous
coordination.  However, all of the recommendations in our previous letter dated May 13,
2020, still apply.

Contact Staff: Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service.  Please contact the above
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request.  Our agency offers the following comments for your
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this letter may become requirements of any permit issued.  If we do not
have permitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary.

State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

Christie L. Stanifer
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1

Neal Bennett

From: Royer, Brian <BRoyer@dnr.IN.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 11:04 AM
To: Neal Bennett
Subject: RE: Mapped Petroleum Wells along US 31 in Hamilton County

There are a few wells drilled for oil and gas purposes within the project area.  It is not known how any of these wells 
were plugged and quite possible that all of the casing was pulled when they were plugged.  I don’t believe any of these 
wells still exist at surface. If a steel casing or void hole is encountered during construction in the area of the known wells 
please contact me asap so that I can assess them and what needs to be done.  All of the wells in the project area are in 
the area between Hwy. 38 and 226th st.  If you have any questions about any of these please let me know.   
Permit numbers for wells within the project area and their known statuses are listed below. 
Permit #    TD    Casing size          Plugging information      Drilling date  Well Type 
138779    1052’     6 ¼”     NA   10/30/1930   Gas 
138839    NA   NA      NA         1889, exact date unknown           Gas 
138778    NA   NA             D&A (no records)             1948, exact date unknown           Dry hole    
138842    1057’     10”, 8 ¼”      plugged 4/12/1937(NR)     April 1937        Oil/Dry hole 
138843    1000’     NA       4/12/37 (no records)      4/12/1937  Dry 
Hole         
Thanks, 

Brian Royer 
Orphan Well Manager 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Oil & Gas 
Cell- 317-417-6556 
www.dnr.IN.gov   

* Please let us know about the quality of our service by taking this brief customer survey.

From: Neal Bennett <NBennett@bfsengr.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 22, 2021 3:29 PM 
To: Royer, Brian <BRoyer@dnr.IN.gov> 
Subject: Mapped Petroleum Wells along US 31 in Hamilton County 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Brian- 
I am working on the US 31 Limited Access Project in Hamilton County, IN.  It goes from SR 38, north to 286th 
Street.  There are several mapped wells along there.  Can you tell me if you think our project could be affected by the 
presence of those wells? I have attached a couple of maps of the project location. Let me know if you have any questions. 
Thank you for your help. 

-Neal

Neal Bennett, PWS  
Director of Environmental Services
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From: McWilliams, Robin
To: Ryan Scott
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Limited Access Study from SR

38 (Hamilton County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 11:47:31 AM

Ryan,

Thanks for the additional information.  

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service's Mitigation Policy.

The project is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-eared bat
(Myotis septentrionalis) and should follow the new Indiana bat/northern long-eared bat
programmatic consultation process, if applicable (i.e. a federal transportation nexus is established). 
The Service has 14 days after the “Not Likely to Adversely Affect” determination letter is generated. 
We will review that information once it is received; if you do not receive a response within 14 days
of our receipt of the concurrence letter, we have no additional comments.

If the project requires tree clearing exceeding 20 acres or if clearing goes beyond 300 feet from the
edge of the existing pavement, an individual, stand-along informal consultation may be required.

Based on a review of the information you provided, the project is in the preliminary stages of
planning. Once final design plans are formulated, please re-coordinate with our office. 

Standard recommendations are provided below.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this early stage of project planning. If you have any
questions about our recommendations, please call (812) 334-4261 x. 207.

Sincerely,
Robin McWilliams Munson

Standard Recommendations:
1. Do not clear trees or understory vegetation outside the construction zone boundaries.  (This
restriction is not related to the “tree clearing” restriction for potential Indiana Bat habitat.)
2. Restrict below low-water work in streams to placement of culverts, piers, pilings and/or
footings, shaping of the spill slopes around the bridge abutments, and placement of riprap.
Culverts should span the active stream channel, should be either embedded or a 3-sided or open-
arch culvert, and be installed where practicable on an essentially flat slope.  When an open-bottom
culvert or arch is used in a stream, which has a good natural bottom substrate, such as gravel,
cobbles and boulders, the existing substrate should be left undisturbed beneath the culvert to
provide natural habitat for the aquatic community.
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3. Restrict channel work and vegetation clearing to the minimum necessary for installation of the
stream crossing structure.
4. Minimize the extent of hard armor (riprap) in bank stabilization by using bioengineering
techniques whenever possible. If riprap is utilized for bank stabilization, extend it below low-water
elevation to provide aquatic habitat.
5. Implement temporary erosion and sediment control methods within areas of disturbed soil.  All
disturbed soil areas upon project completion will be vegetated following INDOT’s standard
specifications.
6. Avoid all work within the inundated part of the stream channel (in  perennial streams
and larger intermittent streams) during the fish spawning season (April 1 through June 30), except
for work within sealed structures such as caissons or cofferdams that were installed prior to the
spawning season. No equipment shall be operated below Ordinary High Water Mark during this time
unless the machinery is within the caissons or on the cofferdams.
7. Evaluate wildlife crossings under bridge/culverts projects in appropriate situations.  Suitable
crossings include flat areas below bridge abutments with suitable ground cover, high water shelves
in culverts, amphibian tunnels and diversion fencing

Robin McWilliams Munson
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 46142
812-334-4261

Mon-Tues 8-3:30p
Wed-Thurs 8:30-3p Telework

From: Ryan Scott <RScott@bfsengr.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 11:21 AM
To: McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Limited
Access Study from SR 38 (Hamilton County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)

Hi Robin,

Thank you for your response.  I hope all is well with you and yours.

Yes, this is an introduction to the study, with not many details fleshed out at this point.  This will be an EA,
and we will lean on feedback from the public and local governments via several public meetings, CAC
meetings, etc… over the next year.  We will definitely re-coordinate when we get down to what we think
will be the preferred alternatives at these intersections, including environmental impacts for each.

Ryan Scott 
Director of Environmental Services

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302
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p (317) 713-4615 | f (317) 713-4616
RScott@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com

********************************************************************************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient,
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
********************************************************************************************

From: McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 1:05 PM
To: Ryan Scott <RScott@bfsengr.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Limited
Access Study from SR 38 (Hamilton County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)

Hi Ryan

So for this project, will you be analyzing all of these intersections and then coming back with
final project locations? Will there be different DES. numbers down the road for each
intersection?

Just wanted you to keep in mind the the programmatic is typically only applicable for projects
with under 20 acres of tree removal and also tree removal less than 300 feet from the edge of
pavement.  

Robin

Robin McWilliams Munson
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 46142
812-334-4261

Mon-Tues 8-3:30p
Wed-Thurs 8:30-3p Telework

From: Ryan Scott <RScott@bfsengr.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 11:43 AM
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To: Hamilton Co Surveyor <kenton.ward@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; Hamilton County BOC
<dan.stevens@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; Hamilton County Health Dept.
<health@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; Hamilton County Sheriff's Dept
<dennis.quakenbush@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; HUD <paul.j.lehmann@hud.gov>; IDNR FW
<environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov>; Indianapolis MPO <anna.gremling@indympo.org>; INDOT
Aviation <jcourtade@indot.in.gov>; McCloskey, Elizabeth <elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov>; Rick
Neilson <Rick.Neilson@in.usda.gov>; Robert Dirks <Robert.Dirks@dot.gov>; Ron Bales
<rbales@indot.in.gov>; Tipton County BOC <mmanier@tiptoncounty.in.gov>; Tipton County Health
Dept <logden@tiptoncounty.in.gov>; Tipton County Sheriff's Office
<mdeckard@tiptoncounty.in.us>; Tipton County Surveyor <tipton.surveyor@tds.net>; USACE
Louisville <gregory.a.mckay@usace.army.mil>; USEPA Region 5 <westlake.kenneth@epa.gov>;
McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>
Cc: Beck, Jennifer <JBeck@indot.IN.gov>; Andrea Langille <ALangille@bfsengr.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Limited
Access Study from SR 38 (Hamilton County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)

Dear Early Coordination Recipients:

Please see attached for your consideration the Early Coordination Letter and associated attachments for
the subject limited highway access study along US 31 in Hamilton and Tipton Counties.

Thank you in advance for your input.

Best regards,

Ryan Scott 
Director of Environmental Services

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302
p (317) 713-4615 | f (317) 713-4616
RScott@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com

********************************************************************************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient,
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
********************************************************************************************

Disclaimer
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd.
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United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Indiana Field Office (ES)
620 South Walker Street

Bloomington, IN  47403-2121
Phone:  (812) 334-4261  Fax:  (812) 334-4273

April 29, 2020

Mr. Ryan L. Scott
Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc.
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240-8302

Project No.: Des. 1900096 and 1900097
Project:   US 31 Limited Access Corridor Study
Location: Hamilton and Tipton Counties

Dear Mr. Scott:

This responds to your letter dated April 14, 2020, requesting our comments on the 
aforementioned project.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act (l6 U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of l969, the Endangered Species Act of l973, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
Mitigation Policy.

The proposed project is a study of converting 23.4 miles of existing 4-lane divided highway with
numerous private driveways and 24 stop sign-controlled at-grade intersections into a limited 
access highway, with 2 new interchanges in Hamilton County and a new railroad grade
separation in Tipton County, plus either overpasses or cul-de-sacs at the remaining intersecting
County Roads.  There is a new existing intersection at SR 28 west of the City of Tipton, and the 
highway north and south of this corridor is already limited access.

The primary land use along US 31 is agricultural, with associated farmsteads; there also are 
numerous rural residences.  These properties have many driveways directly off the highway; 
there are also a number of field entrances that connect with US 31.  It therefore appears likely 
that long sections of frontage roads would be needed along one or both sides of US 31 to provide 
access to these farms and homes, although some houses may be too close to the roadway and 
require removal.
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It appears that the streams crossed by US 31 in the study area are generally small and most 
appear to be channelized into agricultural ditches. If frontage roads are required in areas with 
streams, new bridges would be necessary.  Prairie Creek, south of CR 500 South in Tipton 
County, seems to be the largest stream crossed and to be mostly natural in the US 31 vicinity.
An interchange at 276th Street in Hamilton County may affect Little Cicero Creek and its 
relatively wide riparian corridor; if so, we will request mitigation for both the stream impacts and 
the impacts on the wooded riparian corridor.

Your letter indicates the INDOT will perform waters and wetlands determinations and a
“biological assessment” to identify ecological resources in the project area.  However, 
“biological assessment” is a term used only for Section 7 consultation; “environmental 
assessment” is the appropriate term here.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

The proposed project is within the range of the Federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis)
and the threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). The impacts on these 2 bat 
species will be evaluated utilizing the Section 7 Range-wide Programmatic Consultation process. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this proposed project. Please keep us informed as 
project planning proceeds. For further discussion, please contact Elizabeth McCloskey at (219) 
983-9753 or elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Elizabeth S. McCloskey

for Scott E. Pruitt
Supervisor

Sent via email April 29, 2020; no hard copy to follow.
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1

Ryan Scott

From: Bosscher, Valerie <bosscher.valerie@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 6:03 PM
To: Ryan Scott
Cc: Andrea Langille; Bales, Ronald
Subject: Des no. 1900096 and 1900097 - U.S. 31 Between SR 38 and SR 931, Hamilton and Tipton Counties, 

IN

Good afternoon, Mr. Scott,

I have received your early coordination letter dated April 14, 2020, regarding the Limited Access Corridor Study (Des no.
1900096 and 1900097) located along U.S. 31 Between SR 38 and SR 931 in Hamilton and Tipton Counties. I apologize for
the slow reply hard copy mail processing is being delayed due to the current COVID19 situation.

My review confirmed Hamilton and Tipton Counties, Indiana, are not located within a designated Sole Source Aquifer
review area, so an EPA Sole Source Aquifer project review of this project is not required. The project location
(highlighted in red below) is outside all SSA project review areas, as shown in this screen shot from the searchable maps
online at https://www.epa.gov/dwssa:

While this project is not subject to Sole Source Aquifer review, we suggest that during construction appropriate
safeguards are in place to ensure that ground water is not endangered. Such safeguards would include securing
adequate precautions for fueling/servicing large equipment, using “green infrastructure” practices where possible, and
developing contingency plans to handle the release of any hazardous materials.  

If you have further questions, or future Sole Source Aquifer inquiries, please consider submitting them to me via email
for faster reply.
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Neal Bennett

From: Bosscher, Valerie <bosscher.valerie@epa.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 4:13 PM
To: BF&S Environmental Services; Neal Bennett
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Request for Des 1900096, 1900097, 2002313

Good afternoon, Ms. Deguch, 

There are no federally designated Sole Source Aquifers in Hamilton County, IN (the St. Joseph SSA is in northern Indiana), 
so the EPA SSA Program does not need to review your project. See EPA’s searchable interactive map of designated SSA 
project review areas, available at https://www.epa.gov/dwssa.  

Thank you for your inquiry. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Val 

Valerie Bosscher, P.E.    Environmental Engineer 
Ground Water & Drinking Water Branch   U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (WG-15J) Chicago, IL 60604 
Ph 312-886-6731 

From: BF&S Environmental Services <bfsenviron@bfsengr.com>  
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 2:16 PM 
To: Neal Bennett <NBennett@bfsengr.com> 
Subject: Early Coordination Request for Des 1900096, 1900097, 2002313 

Dear Recipient, 

Our firm has been retained by INDOT-Greenfield District to prepare an environmental study for the project with Des Nos 
1900096, 1900097, and 2002313. Please find attached a request for technical assistance from your agency.  

Thank you, 

Hannah Deguch  
Environmental Scientist

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 | 
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
HBays@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com 
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Indiana State Office  

6013 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

317-290-3200 

Helping People Help the Land. 

        
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 
May 4, 2020 

Ryan L. Scott 
Butler, Fairman & Seufert
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 

Dear Mr. Scott:

The proposed project to make corridor improvements along US Highway 31 to reduce the rate of 
accidents in Hamilton and Tipton Counties, Indiana, (Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097) as referred 
to in your letter received April 14, 2020, will not be able to be determined at this time due to a 
lack of site specific information. Please resubmit when specific/potential impacts are determined. 
 
If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
RICK NEILSON 
State Soil Scientist 
 
 
 

RICHARD 
NEILSON

Digitally signed by 
RICHARD NEILSON 
Date: 2020.05.05 
13:57:12 -04'00'
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Indiana State Office  

6013 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

317-290-3200 

Helping People Help the Land. 

        
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 
April 9, 2021 

Neal Bennett
Butler, Fairman & Seufert
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 
 
The revised project to proceed with a limited access corridor study between State Road 38 and 
286th Street in Hamilton County, Indiana, (Des No 1900096, 1900097, 1901797 and 2002313) as 
referred to in your letter received March 19, 2021, will cause a conversion of prime farmland. 

The attached packet of information is for your use completing Parts VI and VII of the AD-1106. 
After completion, the federal funding agency needs to forward one copy to NRCS for our records. 

If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
RICK NEILSON 
State Soil Scientist 
 
Enclosures 
 
 

RICHARD 
NEILSON

Digitally signed by 
RICHARD NEILSON 
Date: 2021.04.13 
09:15:46 -04'00'
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)

1. Name of Project

2. Type of Project

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)

3. Date of Land Evaluation Request

5. Federal Agency Involved

6. County and State

1. Date Request Received by NRCS

YES NO  

4.
Sheet 1 of

NRCS-CPA-106
(Rev. 1-91)

2. Person Completing Form

4. Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size

7. Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Acres: %

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

6. Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction

Acres: %

3. Does the corridor contain prime, unique statewide or local important farmland?
(If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form).

5. Major Crop(s)

8. Name Of Land Evaluation System Used 9. Name of Local Site Assessment System 10. Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS

Alternative Corridor For Segment
Corridor A Corridor B Corridor C Corridor D

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency)

A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services
C. Total Acres In Corridor

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

 A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland
C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted
D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value
PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information Criterion Relative 
value of Farmland to Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(c))

1. Area in Nonurban Use
2. Perimeter in Nonurban Use
3. Percent Of Corridor Being Farmed
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government
5. Size of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average
6. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland

Maximum
Points

15
10
20
20
10
25
57. Availablility Of Farm Support Services

8. On-Farm Investments
9. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services

10. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

20
25
10

160TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100

Total Corridor Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site
assessment) 160

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260

1. Corridor Selected: 2. Total Acres of Farmlands to be
Converted by Project:

5. Reason For Selection:

Signature of Person Completing this Part:

3. Date Of Selection: 4. Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

YES NO

DATE

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor

DES1900096,1900097,2002313_US31 Limited

 of 

Hamilton County, Indiana

3/19/21 JRA
✔  218 Ac

Corn 175,886 68 169,586 66

LESA 4/9/21

0.44 9.75 0.45 49.63
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.44 9.75 0.45 49.63

0.44 9.75 3.78 49.42
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
<0.001 0.0600 0.0020 0.0280
34.0 34.0 34.0 76.0

92 94 96 83

15 15 15 15
10 10 10 10
15 10 12 6
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
2 5 5 5
5 5 5 5
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
1 2 6 3

48 47 53 44

92 94 96 83

48 47 53 44

140 141 149 127

64.68 4/23/21 ✔

This alternative minimizes the impacts to farmland.

Ryan Scott 4/23/21

216th 226th 266th 276th
:
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)

1. Name of Project

2. Type of Project

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)

3. Date of Land Evaluation Request

5. Federal Agency Involved

6. County and State

1. Date Request Received by NRCS

YES NO  

4.
Sheet 1 of

NRCS-CPA-106
(Rev. 1-91)

2. Person Completing Form

4. Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size

7. Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Acres: %

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

6. Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction

Acres: %

3. Does the corridor contain prime, unique statewide or local important farmland?
(If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form).

5. Major Crop(s)

8. Name Of Land Evaluation System Used 9. Name of Local Site Assessment System 10. Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS

Alternative Corridor For Segment
Corridor D

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency)

A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services
C. Total Acres In Corridor

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

 A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland
C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted
D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value
PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information Criterion Relative 
value of Farmland to Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(c))

1. Area in Nonurban Use
2. Perimeter in Nonurban Use
3. Percent Of Corridor Being Farmed
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government
5. Size of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average
6. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland

Maximum
Points

15
10
20
20
10
25
57. Availablility Of Farm Support Services

8. On-Farm Investments
9. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services

10. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

20
25
10

160TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100

Total Corridor Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site
assessment) 160

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260

1. Corridor Selected: 2. Total Acres of Farmlands to be
Converted by Project:

5. Reason For Selection:

Signature of Person Completing this Part:

3. Date Of Selection: 4. Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

YES NO

DATE

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor

66

Hamilton County, Indiana

3/19/21 JRA
✔ 218 ac

Corn 175,886 68 169,586 66

LESA 4/9/21

0.35 0.45 0.41
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.35 0.35 0.41

0.35 0.45 0.41
0.00 0.00 0.00
<0.001 <0.001 <0.001
73 34 76

89 100 81

15 15 15
10 10 10
15 10 12
0 0 0
0 0 0
2 4 2
5 5 5

2 2 2
0 0 0
2 2 2
51 48 48

89 100 81 0

0

51 48 48 0

140 148 129 0

64.81 4/23/21 ✔

See other form.

Ryan Scott 4/23/21
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NRCS-CPA-106 (Reverse)

CORRIDOR - TYPE SITE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

           The following criteria are to be used for projects that have a linear  or corridor - type site configuration connecting two distant
points, and crossing several different tracts of land.  These include utility lines, highways, railroads, stream improvements, and flood
control systems.  Federal agencies are to assess the suitability of each corridor - type site or design alternative for protection as farmland
along with the land evaluation information.

(1) How much land is in nonurban use within a radius of 1.0 mile from where the project is intended?
More than 90 percent - 15 points 
90 to 20 percent - 14 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(2) How much of the perimeter of the site borders on land in nonurban use?
More than 90 percent - 10 points
90 to 20 percent - 9 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(3) How much of the site has been farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest or timber activity) more than five of the last
10 years?
More than 90 percent - 20 points
90 to 20 percent - 19 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(4) Is the site subject to state or unit of local government policies or programs to protect farmland or covered by private programs
to protect farmland?
Site is protected - 20 points
Site is not protected - 0 points

(5) Is the farm unit(s) containing the site (before the project) as large as the average - size farming unit in the County ?
(Average farm sizes in each county are available from the NRCS field offices in each state.  Data are from the latest available Census of
Agriculture, Acreage or Farm Units in Operation with $1,000 or more in sales.)
As large or larger - 10 points
Below average - deduct 1 point for each 5 percent below the average, down to 0 points if 50 percent or more below average - 9 to 0 points

(6) If the site is chosen for the project, how much of the remaining land on the farm will become non-farmable because of
interference with land patterns?
Acreage equal to more than 25 percent of acres directly converted by the project - 25 points
Acreage equal to between 25 and 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project - 1 to 24 point(s)
Acreage equal to less than 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project - 0 points

(7) Does the site have available adequate supply of farm support services and markets, i.e., farm suppliers, equipment dealers,
processing and storage facilities and farmer's markets?
All required services are available - 5 points
Some required services are available - 4 to 1 point(s)
No required services are available - 0 points

(8) Does the site have substantial and well-maintained on-farm investments such as barns, other storage building, fruit trees
and vines, field terraces, drainage, irrigation, waterways, or other soil and water conservation measures?
High amount of on-farm investment - 20 points
Moderate amount of on-farm investment - 19 to 1 point(s)
No on-farm investment - 0 points

(9) Would the project at this site, by converting farmland to nonagricultural use, reduce the demand for farm support
services so as to jeopardize the continued existence of these support services and thus, the viability of the farms remaining in the area?
Substantial reduction in demand for support services if the site is converted - 25 points
Some reduction in demand for support services if the site is converted - 1 to 24 point(s)
No significant reduction in demand for support services if the site is converted - 0 points

(10) Is the kind and intensity of the proposed use of the site sufficiently incompatible with agriculture that it is likely to
contribute to the eventual conversion of surrounding farmland to nonagricultural use?
Proposed project is incompatible to existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland - 10 points
Proposed project is tolerable to existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland - 9 to 1 point(s)
Proposed project is fully compatible with existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland - 0 points
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r ani ation an  Pro ect Information
Pro ect ID  
Des  ID  1 000 7
Pro ect itle  US 31 Limited Access Project, Hamilton County, IN
Name of r ani ation  Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, Inc.
Re ueste  by  Neal Bennett

Environmental Assessment Re ort

eological Ha ards:
oderate li uefaction potential

Floodway

1.

ineral Resources:
Bedrock Resource: High Potential 
Sand and ravel Resource: Low Potential 

2.

Active or abandoned mineral resources extraction sites:
Petroleum Exploration Wells
Abandoned Industrial inerals Sand ravel Pits

3.

*All map layers from Indiana ap (maps.indiana.edu)

IN IANA
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

DISC AIMER
This document was compiled by Indiana University, Indiana eological Survey, using data believed to be
accurate  however, a degree of error is inherent in all data. This product is distributed AS-IS  without
warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but not limited to warranties of suitability to a
particular purpose or use. No attempt has been made in either the design or production of these data and
document to define the limits or jurisdiction of any federal, state, or local government. The data used to
assemble this document are intended for use only at the published scale of the source data or smaller (see
the metadata links below) and are for reference purposes only. They are not to be construed as a legal
document or survey instrument. A detailed on-the-ground survey and historical analysis of a single site may
differ from these data and this document.

This information was furnished by Indiana eological Survey
Address: 420 N. Walnut St., Bloomington, IN 47404
Email: I SEnvir@indiana.edu
Phone: 812 855-7428 Date: April 22, 2021

Privacy NoticeCopyright  2015 The Trustees of Indiana University, Copyright Complaints APPENDIX C page 31



Privacy NoticeCopyright  2015 The Trustees of Indiana University, Copyright Complaints APPENDIX C page 32



Metadata: 
https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Petroleum_Wells.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Industrial_Minerals_Sand_Gravel_Pits_Abandoned.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Seismic_Earthquake_Liquefaction_Potential.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Industrial_Minerals_Sand_Gravel_Resources.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Hydrology/Floodplains_FIRM.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Bedrock_Geology.html
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From: Courtade, Julian
To: Ryan Scott
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Limited Access Study from SR 38 (Hamilton

County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 1:14:24 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png

Ryan –

I reviewed the Early Coordination Letter and found no issues with surrounding airspace or airports.
This is due to the project meeting the required glideslope requirements to the nearest public-use
facility. Please let me know if you have any questions!

Thanks,

Julian L. Courtade
Chief Airport Inspector
100 North Senate Ave, N955
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Office: (317) 232-1477
Cell: (317) 954-7385
Email: jcourtade@indot.in.gov

From: Ryan Scott <RScott@bfsengr.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 11:43 AM
To: Hamilton Co Surveyor <kenton.ward@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; Hamilton County BOC
<dan.stevens@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; Hamilton County Health Dept.
<health@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; Hamilton County Sheriff's Dept
<dennis.quakenbush@hamiltoncounty.in.gov>; HUD <paul.j.lehmann@hud.gov>; DNR
Environmental Review <environmentalreview@dnr.IN.gov>; Indianapolis MPO
<anna.gremling@indympo.org>; Courtade, Julian <JCourtade@indot.IN.gov>; Liz McCloskey
<Elizabeth_Mccloskey@fws.gov>; Rick Neilson <Rick.Neilson@in.usda.gov>; Robert Dirks
<Robert.Dirks@dot.gov>; Bales, Ronald <rbales@indot.IN.gov>; Tipton County BOC
<mmanier@tiptoncounty.in.gov>; logden@tiptoncounty.in.gov; Tipton County Sheriff's Office
<mdeckard@tiptoncounty.in.us>; tipton.surveyor <tipton.surveyor@tds.net>; USACE Louisville
<gregory.a.mckay@usace.army.mil>; USEPA Region 5 <westlake.kenneth@epa.gov>;
robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov
Cc: Beck, Jennifer <JBeck@indot.IN.gov>; Andrea Langille <ALangille@bfsengr.com>
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Subject: Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Limited Access Study from
SR 38 (Hamilton County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or
click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Dear Early Coordination Recipients:

Please see attached for your consideration the Early Coordination Letter and associated attachments for
the subject limited highway access study along US 31 in Hamilton and Tipton Counties.

Thank you in advance for your input.

Best regards,

Ryan Scott 
Director of Environmental Services

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302
p (317) 713-4615 | f (317) 713-4616
RScott@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com
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Neal Bennett

From: Courtade, Julian <JCourtade@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 7:48 AM
To: BF&S Environmental Services
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Request for Des 1900096, 1900097, 2002313

Hello – 

I reviewed the Early Coordination Letter and found no issues with any surrounding airspace or public-use airports. This is 
due to the project meeting the required glideslope criteria from the nearest public-use facility according to 14 CFR Part 
77 – Safe, efficient use, and preservation of the navigable airspace.  

If any object will exceed 200 ft in height regardless of location, the object will need to be airspaced with the FAA 45 days 
prior to construction through the OEAAA portal below. 

https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/searchAction.jsp 

Please let me know if you have any questions! 

Thanks, 

Julian L. Courtade 
Chief Airport Inspector 
100 North Senate Ave, N758-MM 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Cell: (317) 954-7385 
Email: jcourtade@indot.in.gov  

From: BF&S Environmental Services <bfsenviron@bfsengr.com>  
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 3:16 PM 
To: Neal Bennett <NBennett@bfsengr.com> 
Subject: Early Coordination Request for Des 1900096, 1900097, 2002313 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Dear Recipient, 

Our firm has been retained by INDOT-Greenfield District to prepare an environmental study for the project with Des Nos 
1900096, 1900097, and 2002313. Please find attached a request for technical assistance from your agency.  

Thank you, 
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2

Hannah Deguch  
Environmental Scientist

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 | 
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
HBays@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your 
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
******************************************************************************************** 

Disclaimer 

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd. 
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BOARD OF TIPTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
James N. Mullins, PhD,   Dennis Henderson, Mark Manier

Tipton County Courthouse 
101 E. Jefferson St.  Tipton, IN  46072 

Phone:  765.675.2794 

May 11, 2020 

Mr. Ryan Scott, Director of Environmental Services 
Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield, Blvd., Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240-8320 
(e) RScott@bfsengr.com

Ms. Jennifer Beck, Senior Project Manager 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
(e) jbeck@indot.in.gov

RE: U.S. Highway 31 (US 31) Limited Access Corridor Study between State Road 38 and 
State Road 931; 
Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097 
Hamilton and Tipton County, Indiana 

Mr. Scott: 

On behalf of the Tipton County Board of Commissioners, the Tipton County Council, the 
City of Tipton, the towns of Sharpsville and Kempton, and the townships, we are responding to 
the early coordination letter dated April 16, 2020. The groups included in this letter are primarily 
responsible for local legislative and executive decisions within Tipton County and its 
incorporated areas. You have, or will receive, many other responses from different groups in 
Tipton County, who will expand on those various issues within their realm of expertise.     

           The efficient ingress and egress of traffic along the US 31 Corridor is extremely critical to 
the function of our city, county and township governmental units. The most immediate concern, 
is the construction and implementation of a full interchange at Division Road and US 31. The 
negative environmental impact due to the lack of a full interchange at Division Road and US 31 
affects not only those areas very close to US 31, but also the more distant areas of our county and 
surrounding region.  

Tipton County has focused much of its business and industrial development on the east 
and west sides of US 31 between State Road 28 and Division Road. With the addition of the 
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FCA plant, Loves Travel Plaza, and other business development in the area, we are primed for 
much needed growth. We have facilitated new wastewater treatment infrastructure, at great 
expense, in order to attract business to that area. In addition, the Northgate Business Park located 
on the northwest edge of the City of Tipton is only 4 miles from US 31, and most readily 
accessed from Division Road. Northgate accommodates many business operations including Red 
Gold, McCreary Concrete, and other tenants who desperately need ease of access to US 31. 
Along with new business ventures, we are aggressively promoting residential development 
which is lacking in the county.  Full access from Division Road to US 31, and those other 
proposed interchanges in Tipton County, are critical to attracting new residential housing 
projects.   

          When Tipton County hosted the Midwest Farm Progress Show more than 20 years ago, 
Division Road was upgraded to handle increased traffic volumes, and has been an integral part of 
our planning efforts since that time. With considerable agribusiness located throughout the 
county, routing all traffic to the recently completed State Road 28/US 31 interchange, and then 
onto County Road 560 West to Division Road, or through the City of Tipton, is problematic at 
best. With new road construction costs exceeding two (2) million dollars per mile, Tipton County 
cannot absorb the stress on our county roads for lack of a full interchange at the Division Road 
crossing and those other interchanges detailed in our Transportation and Mobility Plan. 

Other proposed US 31 upgrades in Tipton County are also extremely important to the 
economic, residential, and financial health of the county, including but not limited the towns of 
Sharpsville, Windfall, and Kempton.  Sharpsville is located in the very northern part of the 
county and within two (2) miles of US 31. Other full interchanges, particularly at County Road 
600 S. (Hamilton/Tipton County line), and near Sharpsville are necessary. The lack of a full 
interchange near Sharpsville will result in traffic being re-routed onto miles of county roads to 
eventually access US 31, which again, will add to EMS response times, increased traffic safety 
issues, and longer commutes for our county work force. Traffic to and from Tri-Central High 
School, accommodating students from Sharpsville, Windfall, and all of northern Tipton County, 
will also be relegated to secondary roads in order to maintain their viability. Kempton is located 
between State Road 28 and Division Road in the westernmost part of the county, and its citizens, 
school traffic, and EMS all access US 31 from Division Road. 

Those governmental units that are represented in this response would much prefer that 
after the construction of a full interchange at Division Road, all of the other projects proposed in 
our current Transportation and Mobility Plan be completed when the money becomes available, 
rather than pushing through lesser alternatives that will negatively impact Tipton County for 
generations.  The undersigned community leaders thank you for this opportunity to respond and 
will continue to be accessible for additional questions or comments as this process moves 
forward. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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TIPTON COUNTY BOARD OF TIPTON COUNTY COUNCIL BY: 
COMMISSIONERS BY: 

     /s/Dr. James N. Mullins, Phd          /s/James D. Ashley 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Dr. James N. Mullins, Phd., President James D. Ashley, President 

CITY OF TIPTON BY: 

     /s/Thomas Dolezal 
____________________________ 
Thomas Dolezal 
Mayor 

TOWN OF KEMPTON BY: TOWN OF SHARPSVILLE BY: 

   /s/Alice Book  /s/Linda Smeltzer 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Alice Book  Linda Smeltzer 
Town Board President Town Board President 

TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES BY: 

          /s/Korey Henderson              /s/Matthew Deckard 
_______________________________ ____________________________ 
Korey Henderson  Matthew Deckard 
Cicero Township Liberty Township 

/s/Gary Stroup               /s/Nancy Cline 
_______________________________ _____________________________ 
Gary Stroup  Nancy Cline  
Prairie Township Jefferson Township 
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8450 Westfield Blvd, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 
317.713.4615
bfsengr.com 

INDIANAPOLIS | LAFAYETTE | MERRILLVILLE 
FORT WAYNE | PLAINFIELD | SOUTH BEND | LOUISVILLE 

MEMO  LETTER 

TO: Jennifer Beck (INDOT Project Manager) 

FROM: Neal Bennett (BF&S) 

CC: Brandon Miller (INDOT - ES), Andrea Langille, (BF&S) 

DATE: July 12, 2021 

DES NOS.: 1900096 (lead), 1900097, 1901797, 1901798, 1700934, 1700935, 2002949, 
2002954 and 2002313 

SUBJECT: Resource Agency Meeting (RAM) Summary for US 31 Limited 
Access Project in Hamilton County, IN 

INDOT and BF&S held a virtual meeting on Friday, April 23, 2021, at 10:00 am 
EST. The following is the list of attendees:  

Name Organization 

Robert Dirks Federal Highway Administration, Planning and Environmental 
Specialist 

Jennifer Beck INDOT Greenfield District, Project Manager 
Taylor Darrah INDOT Greenfield District, Environmental Services 
Andrew Passmore INDOT Greenfield District, Communications 
Brandon Miller INDOT Environmental Services Division 
Susan Brannigan INDOT Cultural Resources 
Brian Boszor Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Division of Fish 

and Wildlife 
Matt Buffington IDNR Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Brian Royer IDNR Oil and Gas Division 
Elizabeth McCloskey US Fish and Wildlife Service, Northern Indiana Field Office 
Deb Snyder US Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Division 
Jay Turner Indiana Department of Environmental Management Water Quality 

Section 
Kenneth Westlake US Environmental Protection Agency 
Andrea Langille Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc. (BF&S), Project Manager 
Neal Bennett BF&S, Director of Environmental Services 
Elizabet Biggio BF&S, Architectural Historian 
Ryan Scott BF&S, Environmental Services 
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8450 Westfield Blvd, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 
317.713.4615
bfsengr.com 

INDIANAPOLIS | LAFAYETTE | MERRILLVILLE 
FORT WAYNE | PLAINFIELD | SOUTH BEND | LOUISVILLE 

Neal Bennett mentioned that Early Coordination had been sent to each of the 
attendees on April 16, 2020, and again on March 19, 2021.  Neal explained that 
there had recently been a reduction in project scope and clarified that the old 
project limits from SR 38 in Hamilton County to US 931 in Tipton County were 
being reduced to include only the Hamilton County portion from SR 38 to 286th

Street. He explained that the original Early Coordination letter submitted on April 
16, 2020, included the original scope and that the Early Coordination submitted on 
March 19, 2021, discussed the reduction in the project scope and included more 
details related to the project’s impacts. Neal also explained that the Tipton County 
portion of the project was moving into a Planning and Environmental Linkage (PEL) 
Study and that this group would be contacted in the future to provide their review 
and comments during that process. 

Neal Bennett asked the group if there were any questions about the change in 
scope and there were none. 

Brandon Miller suggested going over the scope of work for the project in more 
detail including discussing possible impacts. 

Neal Bennett discussed the potential impacts related to wetlands, streams, 
terrestrial habitat, tree clearing, etc. 

Brandon Miller suggested going through the list of attendees so everyone in the 
room meeting is aware of who is attending. 

Neal Bennett went through the attendance list and then asked if there were any 
questions. 

Kenneth Westlake asked if sidewalks were being provided on the overpasses in 
order to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists.  Jennifer Beck and Andrea 
Langille mentioned that the overpasses are still in design and that ongoing 
coordination with the Hamilton County Engineer during the development of those 
plans. At this time, there is no plan for sidewalks to be included in the project, but 
that the bridge width at 226th Street will accommodate future sidewalks since the 
Hamilton County masterplan calls for future sidewalks along 226th Street. Similar 
coordination will be done for all Hamilton County roads intersecting the project area 
as design progresses. 

Brandon Miller then mentioned that everyone on the Resource Agency Meeting 
distribution list will receive a copy of the Draft EA for review once it is approved for 
public involvement and first notice for public comments is published. We will be 
requesting feedback within thirty (30) days after receipt of the Draft EA. 
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8450 Westfield Blvd, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 
317.713.4615
bfsengr.com 

INDIANAPOLIS | LAFAYETTE | MERRILLVILLE 
FORT WAYNE | PLAINFIELD | SOUTH BEND | LOUISVILLE 

Jennifer Beck mentioned that timeline is very important, and we need to keep the 
project moving but that we are also open to comments at any time. 

Robert Dirks expressed his support for Tipton County being moved into a PEL 
study. 

Jennifer Beck noted that this a big balancing act and that we appreciate the 
Resources Agencies feedback. 

Neal Bennett asked if there were any additional questions.  Hearing none, the 
meeting was concluded. 
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March 25, 2021

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Indiana Ecological Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2021-SLI-0777 
Event Code: 03E12000-2021-E-04772  
Project Name: US Highway 31 (US 31) Limited Access Corridor Study, Des Nos 1900096/97 
and 1901797

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed 
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your 
proposed project.  The list also includes designated critical habitat if present within your 
proposed project area or affected by your project.  This list is provided to you as the initial step 
of the consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also 
referred to as Section 7 Consultation.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representative) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project may affect  listed species or critical habitat. 

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally.   ou may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list.  As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates.

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service s Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/ 
s7process/index.html.  This website contains step-by-step instructions which will help you 
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determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species and will help lead you 
through the Section 7 process. 

For all wind energy projects and projects that include installing towers that use guy wires or 
are over 200 feet in height, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within your proposed project or may 
be affected by your proposed project.

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are 
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles.  Projects affecting these species 
may require measures to avoid harming eagles or may require a permit.  If your project is near an 
eagle nest or winter roost area, see our Eagle Permits website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/ 
midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html to help you determine if you can avoid impacting eagles or 
if a permit may be necessary.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species.  Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Indiana Ecological Services Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
(812) 334-4261
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2021-SLI-0777
Event Code: 03E12000-2021-E-04772
Project Name: US Highway 31 (US 31) Limited Access Corridor Study, Des Nos 

1900096/97 and 1901797
Project Type: TRANSPORTATION
Project Description: The proposed undertaking is on US 31 between State Road 38, north of 

the City of Westfield to 286th Street in Hamilton County. All existing 
cross streets to US 31 along the corridor have been analyzed for 
conversion to either cul-de-sacs, overpasses, or interchanges. In general, 
the cul-de-sacs will have an approximate 50-foot radius and will be 
oriented north, center, or south relative to the existing roads to minimize 
impacts to existing properties. Median cable barrier will be installed in 
select stretches of the median. 
The 226th Street overpass portion of the project will include the 
construction of a new bridge to carry 226th Street over US 31, 
construction of a new local road approximately 0.25 mile east of US 31 
and extending from 226th Street south for approximately 0.35 mile, and 
construction of a new local road, located approximately 0.25 mile east of 
US 31, that will extend from 226th Street to a point approximately 0.5 
mile north of 226th Street. 
The limited access conversion portion of the project from SR 38 to 236th 
Street will include conversion of the existing 216th Street intersection into 
cul-de-sacs east and west of US 31, along with the removal of direct 
access drives onto US 31. 
The construction of the 276th Street interchange will require the 
construction of a new bridge to carry 276th Street over US 31,and the 
replacement and widening of three existing bridges. New access lanes to 
provide will be constructed in the southeast and northwest quadrant of the 
existing intersection. The existing access drive in the southwest quadrant 
will be relocated to the west and connect to 276th Street. The 276th Street 
interchange portion of the project will also include roadway 
reconstruction and widening work along 276th Street from Dunbar Road 
(East 11th Street) to US 31. Along US 31, 281st Street will be converted 
to a cul-de-sac on the east side, the median cross over at 286th Street will 
be removed allowing only right-in and right-out access to 286th Street, 
and direct access drives for commercial, residential, and agricultural 
properties will be removed. 
The limited access conversion portion of the project from 236th Street to 
276th Street will include conversion of the existing 241st Street, 246th 
Street, and 256th Street intersections, into cul-de-sacs east and west of US 
31 and an overpass at 266th Street along with the removal of direct access 
drives onto US 31. The 266th Street overpass portion of the project will 
include the construction of a new bridge to carry 266th Street over US 31. 
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New lighting would be installed for the proposed 276th Street 
interchange. Suitable summer habitat is located adjacent and along the 
project corridor. The results of the 0.5 mile bat check on 2/16/2021 
resulted in no bats. All culvert/bridge inspections were negative for bats. 
No other lighting installation/replacement is proposed at this time. A total 
of 5.54 acres of trees will be removed for the project. 2.32 acres will be 
removed within 100ft of the roadway, .26 acres will be removed 
100-300ft from the roadway, and 2.96 acres will be removed 300ft or 
greater from the roadway. Only the tree clearing occurring 0-300ft from 
the roadway will require a mitigation payment and will be the amount 
included in the calculation as follows: Trees cleared from 0-100ft from 
edge of road at a mitigation ratio of 0.0924 equates to $2,005.20, and trees 
cleared from 100-300ft from edge of road at a mitigation ratio of 0.1386 
equates to $337.08. There are two (2) separate projects under 
development related to this section of US 31, which have independent 
utility and are not the subject of the environmental analysis for this 
project. A new interchange is planned for the 236th Street intersection 
with US 31 in Hamilton County. Both projects are planned to begin 
construction in 2021 or 2022. Construction Schedule: US 31 from SR 38 
to 236th St. (FY 2023); 276th St. (FY 2022); remaining areas subject to 
funding availability.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@40.197441,-86.1275565,14z

Counties: Hamilton County, Indiana
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be 
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:

Incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited here. Federal agencies may consult using the 
4(d) rule streamlined process. Transportation projects may consult using the programmatic 
process. See www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1
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United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
Indiana Field Office (ES) 

620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, IN  47403-2121 

Phone:  (812) 334-4261  Fax:  (812) 334-4273 
 

June 9, 2021 
 

 
Karstin Carmany-George      
Federal Highway Administration 
575 N. Pennsylvania St. Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(sent via email) 
 
RE: Standard Informal Consultation for the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat 
US Highway 31 (US 31) Limited Access Corridor Study between State Road (SR) 38 and 286th 
Street (Des. Nos. 1900096 (lead/bridge), 1900097 (road), 1901797 (276th Street), 2002313 
limited Access from 236th Street to 276th Street); Hamilton County, Indiana 
 
Dear Ms. Carmany-George:  
 
These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act (l6 U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of l969, the Endangered Species Act of l973, as amended, and the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service's (Service) Mitigation Policy. 
 
This project does not qualify for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat rangewide 
programmatic consultation for transportation projects due to tree clearing impacts beyond 300 
feet from an existing roadway. 
 
PROPOSED ACTION 
 
The project is located along US 31 from SR 38 to 286th Street, excluding the 236th to 241st 
Street intersections, in Hamilton County, Indiana. The proposed project intends to create a 
limited access highway by converting intersections to cul-de-sacs, interchanges, or overpasses. 
 
The current project area, from SR 38 to 286th Street is approximately 7.5 miles long. Right-of-
way acquisition will be required, but the amounts for most of the corridor are currently estimates. 
It is anticipated there will be up to 270.79 acres of new permanent and up to 16.03 acres of 
temporary right-of-way acquired in Hamilton County. Twenty-one (21)  residential 
dwellings/agricultural homesites, 4 commercial buildings, and approximately 75 outbuildings 
(i.e., barns, garages, sheds) will likely be demolished as part of this project. 
 
The project will begin in 2022 and continue through 2024 under various DES numbers as 
referenced above. 
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The following commitments are proposed by the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) 
as Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMMs) to reduce potential impacts to listed bat 
species: 
 

• General AMM 1: Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of 
known or presumed bat habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation 
Agencies) environmental commitments, including all applicable AMMs. 
 
• Lighting AMM 1: Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the 
active season 
 
• Lighting AMM 2: When installing new or replacing existing permanent lights, use 
downward-facing, full cut-off lens lights (with same intensity or less for replacement 
lighting); or for those transportation agencies using the BUG system developed by the 
Illuminating Engineering Society, the goal is to be as close to 0 for all three ratings with a 
priority of "uplight" of 0 and "backlight" as low as practicable. 
 
• Tree Removal AMM 1: Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work 
areas, alignments) to the extent practicable to avoid tree removal in excess of what is 
required to implement the project safely. 
 
• Tree Removal AMM 2: Apply time of year (TOY) restrictions for tree removal when 
bats are not likely to be present (November 15 - March 30), or limit tree removal to 10 or 
fewer trees per project at any time of year within 100 feet of existing road/rail surface and 
outside of documented roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors; visual emergence 
survey must be conducted with no bats observed. 
 
• Tree Removal AMM 3: Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans 
and ensure that contractors understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the 
field (e.g., install bright colored flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure 
contractors stay within clearing limits). 
 
• Tree Removal AMM 4: Do not remove documented Indiana bat or NLEB roosts that 
are still suitable for roosting, or trees within 0.25 miles of roosts, or documented foraging 
habitat at any time of year. 
 
• Prior to any demolition all structure(s) will be inspected for bats or evidence of bats. If 
bats, or evidence of bats, are found coordination will occur with INDOT ESD and 
USFWS before demolition starts. If further coordination is needed no demolition can 
occur until coordination is concluded with INDOT ESD and USFWS. 
 
• USFWS Bridge/Structure Assessment shall take place no earlier than two (2) years prior 
to the start of construction. 
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THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 
As noted in your coordination letter, the proposed project is within the range of the federally 
endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally threatened northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB). Although the survey data is limited, there are records of the 
NLEB Hamilton County and multiple records of both species in the surrounding counties. 
Suitable summer habitat for the Indiana bat and NLEB exists in several areas along the project 
corridor, including stream crossings, woodlots, and tree lines. The project is outside of any 
Critical Habitat buffer. 
 
The northern long-eared bat was listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
(87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) in April, 2015. A 4(d) rule was published in  
the Federal Register on January 14, 2016. The 4(d) rule specifically defines "take" prohibitions 
for the northern long-eared bat. At this time, no critical habitat has been proposed.  
 
The entire State of Indiana is within the range of the northern long-eared bat. During the 
summer, northern long-eared bats typically roost singly or in colonies in cavities, underneath 
bark, crevices, or hollows of both live and dead trees and/or snags (typica es dbh). 
Males and non-reproductive females may also roost in cooler places, like caves and mines. The 
NLEB is opportunistic in selecting roosts, using tree species based on presence of cavities or 
crevices or presence of peeling bark. It has also been occasionally found roosting in structures 
like barns and sheds (particularly when suitable tree roosts are unavailable). They forage for 
insects in upland and lowland woodlots and tree lined corridors. During the winter, northern 
long-eared bats predominately hibernate in caves and abandoned mine portals.  
 
Indiana bats are also known to occur state-wide. They hibernate in caves then disperse to 
reproduce and forage in relatively undisturbed forested areas associated with water resources 
during spring and summer. Recent research has shown that they will also inhabit fragmented 
landscapes with adequate forest for roosting and foraging. Young are raised in nursery colony 
roosts in trees, typically near drainage-ways in undeveloped areas. Like all other bat species in 
Indiana, the Indiana bat diet consists exclusively of insects.  
 
STUDY AREA 
 
US 31 is a highly trafficked highway with minimal tree cover bordering the travel lanes. Many 
culverts exist under connecting roads and driveway pipes, along with bridges carrying travel 
lanes. Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily agricultural, with a combination of 
residential, commercial, light industrial, religious, and recreational land uses present. Forested 
and emergent wetlands and streams occur along the proposed project area. Suitable bat summer 
habitat is present within the project area. 
 
PROJECT IMPACTS/EFFECTS 
 
Forest 
 
A total of 6.54 acres of trees will be removed for the project. Of the total, 3.32 acres will be 
removed within 100 ft of the roadway, 0.26 acres will be removed 100-300 ft from the roadway, 
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and 2.96 acres will be removed 300 ft or greater from the roadway. The tree clearing will occur 
in phases. To avoid any potential direct impacts to bats, all tree clearing will occur during the 
inactive season (October 1 through March 30). 
 
Streams/Wetlands 
 
There are multiple emergent and forested wetlands and jurisdictional streams located along the 
US 31 corridor. The 226th Street portion of the project will include minor impacts to UNT to 
Jones Ditch. The 266th Street Overpass will impact Bennett Ditch. The 276th Street Interchange 
will include impacts to Little Cicero Creek and UNT1 to Little Cicero Creek.  
 
A total of approximately 1,111 linear feet of stream impacts are anticipated. Of that, 
approximately 578 linear feet of impacts will occur to “waters of the U.S.” 
 
A total of 0.35 acre of impacts will occur to wetlands. Of those, 0.04 acre of impacts will occur 
to wetlands that are considered “waters of the U.S.” 
 
Waterway impacts will be permitted through the application of Section 401 Water Quality 
Permit (WQC), a Section 404 Regional General Permit, and a Construction in a Floodway Permit 
through in the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, United States Army Corps of 
Engineers, and IDNR respectively. 
 
Approximately 1.0 acre of native trees will be planted within the Little Cicero Creek floodway 
northwest of the US 31/276th Street interchange. The tree plantings will be mitigation for habitat 
impacts within the floodway and required as part of Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) Construction in a Floodway permits. 
 
Lighting/Noise 
 
Permanent lighting will be installed at the proposed 276th Street interchange and temporary 
lighting will be used for construction of the project. Percussive noise will increase during 
construction activities. Following the construction of the project segments, percussive noise is 
not anticipated to be above current levels. Permanent lighting will be downward facing, full cut-
off lens lights and be as close to zero for all three ratings in the BUG system as practicable. 
Temporary lighting may be used during construction, but all lighting will be directed away from 
potential bat habitat 
 
Noise and vibrations throughout the work areas may increase above current levels due to 
construction activities; however, these activities will be short term and limited in scope at each 
location and occur in phases over time. There are no known roosting or foraging records in the 
vicinity of the project and no impacts are anticipated from noise related stressors. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the information we have reviewed, including the project location, proposed avoidance 
and minimization measures such as seasonal tree-clearing activities and lighting restrictions, we  
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concur that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat or northern long-
eared bat.  
 
This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. If, however, new information on endangered 
species or the extent of impacts at the site becomes available, or if project plans are changed 
significantly, please contact our office for further consultation. 
 
ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
We recommend the following additional measures be included in the final project plans (where 
applicable) to minimize adverse impacts on fish and wildlife resources: 
 
1.       Revegetate all disturbed soil areas immediately upon project completion, using native trees 
and shrubs in the riparian zone wherever feasible. We recommend reforestation occur along all 
impacted riparian areas, extending at least 50 feet (preferably 100) perpendicular from the 
streambank. 
 
2.       Do not clear trees or understory vegetation outside the construction zone boundaries. (This 
restriction is not related to the “tree clearing” restriction for potential Indiana Bat habitat.) 
 
3. Minimize the extent of artificial bank stabilization and use bioengineering methods 
wherever feasible. 
 
4. If riprap is utilized for bank stabilization, extend it below low-water elevation to provide 
aquatic habitat (if applicable). 
 
5. Use best methods to contain soil and sediment runoff during construction.  Use silt 
curtains or other devices at the downstream end of the project to contain bottom sediment in the 
newly excavated channel and to prevent it from adding to the downstream sediment load.  
Maintain such devices by removal of accumulated sediment.   
 
6. Restrict below low-water work in streams to placement of culverts, piers, pilings and/or 
footings, shaping of the spill slopes around the bridge abutments, and placement of riprap. 
Culverts should span the active stream channel, should be either embedded or a 3-sided or open-
arch culvert, and be installed where practicable on an essentially flat slope. When an open-
bottomed culvert or arch is used in a stream, which has a good natural bottom substrate, such as 
gravel, cobbles and boulders, the existing substrate should be left undisturbed beneath the culvert 
to provide natural habitat for the aquatic community. 
 
7. Avoid all work within the inundated part of the stream channel (in perennial streams and 
larger intermittent streams) during the fish spawning season (April 1 through June 30), except for 
work within sealed structures such as caissons or cofferdams that were installed prior to the 
spawning season. No equipment shall be operated below Ordinary High-Water Mark during this 
time unless the machinery is within the caissons or on the cofferdams. 
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8. Evaluate wildlife crossings under bridge/culverts projects in appropriate situations.
Suitable crossings include flat areas below bridge abutments with suitable ground cover, high
water shelves in culverts, amphibian tunnels and diversion fencing.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this stage of project planning.  We look forward to 
continuing to coordinate as the project develops.  If you have any questions about our 
recommendations, please contact Robin McWilliams Munson at robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Scott E. Pruitt 
Field Supervisor 

Cc (via email):  
Meghan Hinkle, INDOT, Indianapolis, IN  
Jennifer Beck, INDOT, Greenfield, IN 
Neal Bennett, Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc., Indianapolis, IN 

SCOTT PRUITT Digitally signed by SCOTT PRUITT 
Date: 2021.06.10 10:21:04 -04'00'
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From: Westlake, Kenneth
To: Ryan Scott
Cc: Laszewski, Virginia; Bales, Ronald; michelle.allen@dot.gov; Robert Dirks
Subject: CORRECTION: RE: Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Limited Access Study from

SR 38 (Hamilton County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 2:07:15 PM

Ryan,
Thanks for your clarification about the US 31 Limited Access Study from IN 38 to IN 931. At this stage
in the project study, I recommend the project team consult EPA’s NEPAssist, our free on-line GIS
analytical tool. NEPAssist incorporates over 100 different GIS data layers with environmental and
socioeconomic information that can aid in evaluating features and conditions in the proposed
project area. The tool and tutorial materials, including the EJSCREEN tool for environmental justice
demographic screening, can be found at https://protect-
us.mimecast.com/s/CeRrCDkrYmtQXAgIWwE2U?domain=epa.gov.

EPA will engage in other early coordination as the project moves to preparation of an environmental
assessment, such as scoping. As always, developing a clear, well-supported purpose and need
statement is important. We also recommend that this project in Hamilton and Tipton Counties be
discussed with the larger context of INDOT’s plans, as described on the INDOT website, to eventually
establish US 31 as a limited access roadway from Indianapolis to South Bend.
Ken

Kenneth A. Westlake
Deputy Director, Tribal and Multimedia Programs Office
Office of the Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
77 W. Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois 60604
westlake.kenneth@epa.gov
312-886-2910

From: Ryan Scott <RScott@bfsengr.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 10:16 AM
To: Westlake, Kenneth <westlake.kenneth@epa.gov>
Cc: Laszewski, Virginia <Laszewski.Virginia@epa.gov>; Bales, Ronald <rbales@indot.IN.gov>;
michelle.allen@dot.gov; Robert Dirks <Robert.Dirks@dot.gov>
Subject: RE: CORRECTION: RE: Early Coordination Letter; Des Nos 1900096 and 1900097; US 31
Limited Access Study from SR 38 (Hamilton County) to SR 933 (Tipton County)
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION'S
SECTION 4(F) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties) AND

SECTION 106 FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS

EFFECT FINDING
US 31 LIMITED ACCESS FROM SR 38 TO 286th Street
WASHINGTON, ADAMS, and JACKSON TOWNSHIPS

HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA
DES. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, 1901797

AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS
(Pursuant to 36 CFR Section 800.4(a)(1))

The project is located along US 31 between State Road (SR) 38 and 286th Street in Washington,
Adams, and Jackson townships, Hamilton County. The APE is an irregular corridor along US 31,
including the existing and proposed right-of-way, immediately adjacent properties, and those areas
where a visual differentiation may occur between an existing structure and the project area, also
accounting for properties which have the potential to lose direct access to the US 31 corridor
(Appendix B, B4). The  archaeology APE was defined by the  proposed right-of-way required for the
undertaking and limited to planned interchanges, overpasses, and cul-de-sacs.

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS
(Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(c)(2))

The following properties are listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP):

Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (NR-0882, IHSSI #057-020-05026): c. 1858/1914 gable-
front church and c. 1831 cemetery, listed September 25, 1996 under Criterion A for
significance in Ethnic Heritage

Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): c. 1860 double pen farm; eligible under
Criterion A for significance in Ethnic Heritage and Criterion C for significance in
Architecture

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street): c.1840 farm; eligible under
Criterion A for significance in Exploration/Settlement, Social History and Agriculture,
Criterion B for association with the Baker family, and Criterion C for significance in
vernacular landscape

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003): 1886 Italianate
farmhouse; eligible under Criterion A for significance in Commerce/Agriculture and
Criterion C for significance in Architecture

Archaeology Site 12-H-1742: Site 12-H-1742 is a nineteenth/early twentieth century
farmstead and has the potential to contain intact historic deposits and buried features. If
the site cannot be avoided by the proposed project, a full NRHP evaluation of the site for
eligibility under Criterion D is recommended.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1881: Site 12-H-1881 is a mid-nineteenth century farmstead. This
site is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D. Phase II testing or avoidance of
the site is recommended.
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Archaeology Site 12-H-1882: Site 12-H-1882 is a mid-nineteenth century farmstead. This 
site is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D. Phase II testing or avoidance of 
the site is recommended.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1883: Site 12-H-1883 is a late-nineteenth/early twentieth century 
farmstead. This site is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D. Phase II 
testing or avoidance of the site is recommended.

EFFECT FINDING

Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (IHSSI #057-020-05026): “No Adverse Effect”

Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): “No Adverse Effect”

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street): “No Historic Properties Affected”

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003): “No Historic 
Properties Affected”

Archaeology Site 12-H-1742: “Adverse Effect”

Archaeology Site 12-H-1881: “Adverse Effect”

Archaeology Site 12-H-1882: “Adverse Effect”

Archaeology Site 12-H-1883: “Adverse Effect”

FHWA has determined an "Adverse Effect" finding is appropriate for this undertaking. FHWA 
respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer provide written concurrence with 
the Section 106 determination of effect for each property and the project’s overall effect finding.

SECTION 4(F) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties)

Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (IHSSI #057-020-05026): This undertaking will not convert property 
from Roberts Chapel and Cemetery, a Section 4(f) historic property, to a transportation use; 
FHWA has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is "No Adverse Effect"; therefore no 
Section 4(f) evaluation is required for Roberts Chapel and Cemetery.

Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): This undertaking will not convert property from the 
Hansel Roberts Farm, a Section 4(f) historic property, to a transportation use; FHWA has 
determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is "No Adverse Effect"; therefore no Section 4(f) 
evaluation is required for the Hansel Roberts Farm.

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street): This undertaking will not convert 
property from the Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead, a Section 4(f) historic property, to a 
transportation use; FHWA has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is "No Historic 
Properties Affected"; therefore no Section 4(f) evaluation is required for the 
Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead.

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003): This undertaking will not 
convert property from the Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm, a Section 4(f) historic property, to a 
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transportation use; FHWA has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is "No Historic 
Properties Affected"; therefore no Section 4(f) evaluation is required for the Thomas Joseph 
Lindley Farm.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1742: FHWA has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is 
"Adverse Effect". In consultation with the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer, it has been 
determined that preservation-in-place is not warranted for site 12-H-1742; therefore, Section 4(f) 
does not apply. FHWA respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
provided written concurrence with the determination that the archaeological site does not warrant 
preservation-in-place.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1881: FHWA has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is 
"Adverse Effect". In consultation with the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer, it has been 
determined that preservation-in-place is not warranted for site 12-H-1881; therefore, Section 4(f) 
does not apply. FHWA respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
provided written concurrence with the determination that the archaeological site does not warrant 
preservation-in-place.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1882: FHWA has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is 
"Adverse Effect". In consultation with the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer, it has been 
determined that preservation-in-place is not warranted for site 12-H-1882; therefore, Section 4(f) 
does not apply. FHWA respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
provided written concurrence with the determination that the archaeological site does not warrant 
preservation-in-place.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1883: FHWA has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is 
"Adverse Effect". In consultation with the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer, it has been 
determined that preservation-in-place is not warranted for site 12-H-1883; therefore, Section 4(f) 
does not apply. FHWA respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
provided written concurrence with the determination that the archaeological site does not warrant 
preservation-in-place.

FHWA respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer to provide written 
concurrence on the adverse effect finding to aboveground resources. Eligibility of individual 
archaeological sites will be addressed at a later date. FHWA intends to address any archaeological 
work that may need to be completed after the completion of Section 106 through stipulations in a 
Memorandum of Agreement.

Jermaine R. Hannon, 
Division Administrator 
FHWA-IN Division 

Approved Date

Digitally signed by Robert E. 
Dirks 
Date: 2021.03.29 11:47:18 -04'00'
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
DOCUMENTATION OF SECTION 106 FINDING OF

ADVERSE EFFECT
SUBMITTED TO THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

PURSUANT TO 36 CFR Section 800.5(c)
US 31 LIMITED ACCESS FROM SR 38 TO 286th Street
WASHINGTON, ADAMS, and JACKSON TOWNSHIPS

HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA
DES. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, 1901797

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE UNDERTAKING

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)- Greenfield District, with funding from the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes to proceed with the conversion of US 31 to
a limited access highway between State Road (SR) 38 and 286th Street in Hamilton County,
Indiana, Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead, bridge), 1900097 (road), and 1901797 (276th Street
Interchange). Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires Federal agencies to
take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties. The federal
involvement in the project is funding received from the FHWA.

INDOT has been conducting National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) studies for the US 31
Limited Access Project with project limits at SR 38 in Hamilton County, Indiana and SR 931 in
Tipton County, Indiana. Under this effort, the project originally included 20.3 miles of US 31 in
Hamilton County and Tipton County. Therefore, initial investigations for this undertaking were
based on those project limits. The portion of the project located in Tipton County has been
removed from the current project. The project area is now entirely within Hamilton County. The
planned interchange at 276th Street will limit access north of 276th up to 286th Street. Therefore,
286th Street is the new northern logical terminus as it is the first full-access point where a safe
transition for drivers along US 31 can be constructed.

The proposed undertaking is located on US 31 between SR 38 and 286th Street in Washington,
Adams, and Jackson townships, Hamilton County. The proposed project is approximately 7.5
miles long. The project is also within Sections 1, 12, 13, 24, 25, and 36, Township 20 North,
Range 3 East; Sections 6, 7, 18, 19, 30, and 31, Township 20 North, Range 4 East; Sections 1,
12, and 13, Township 19 North, Range 3 East; and Sections 6, 7, and 18, Township 19 North,
Range 4 East on the USGS Arcadia, Sheridan, Westfield, and Noblesville, Indiana Quadrangles
(Appendix B, B2).

The need for the project derives from the high rate of accidents near intersections along this
segment of US 31. Based on 2014-2016 traffic data, US 31 in Hamilton County sees an average
of 5.96 accidents per mile, per year. A 2017 study of the US 31 corridor by CHA Consulting
found the majority of crashes on US 31 occurred within 1,000 feet of an intersection. The
primary purpose of this project is to reduce traffic accidents along US 31 between State Road
38 and 286th Street while maintaining local connectivity.

The project proposes to convert existing crossroads along the corridor either to cul-de-sacs
(east and west of US 31), new overpasses, or new interchanges. In general, the cul-de-sacs will
have an approximately 50-foot radius and will be oriented north, center, or south relative to the
existing roads to minimize impacts to existing properties. Direct access drives to US 31 will be
removed. All areas where existing pavement is removed will be reseeded. Median cable barrier
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will be installed in select stretches of the median. A new interchange is planned for 276th Street 
at US 31 in Hamilton County. Overpasses are planned for 226th Street and 266th Street. The 
intersection at 286th Street will be converted to allow right-in-right-out access only.

The 226th Street overpass portion of the project will include the construction of a new road east 
of US 31 extending from 226th Street south for approximately 0.35 mile south to serve 
commercial businesses and construction of a new public access road approximately 0.25 mile 
east of US 31, extending from 226th Street approximately 0.5 mile north. The construction of the 
276th Street interchange will include the construction of one new bridge to carry 276th Street 
over US 31 and the replacement and widening of three existing bridges (276th Street over Little 
Cicero Creek, US 31 NB over Little Cicero Creek and US 31 SB over Little Cicero Creek). The 
276th Street interchange portion of the project will also incorporate roadway reconstruction and 
widening work along 276th Street from Dunbar Road (East 11th Street) to US 31.  

Up to 382 acres of new permanent, including total parcel acquisitions, and 13 acres of 
temporary right-of-way (ROW) acquisition is required. Property relocations are expected. Traffic 
will be maintained on US 31 with intermittent nighttime closures and rolling slowdowns. For 
construction of the interchange at 276th Street, two lanes of traffic will be maintained on US 31
during construction with intermittent nighttime closure and rolling slowdowns. Closure of 276th

Street will occur, and a detour provided. For overpass construction, cross street closures will 
occur, and detours will be provided. For cul-de-sac construction, streets will be closed at the 
onset of work.

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) includes the existing and proposed ROW, immediately 
adjacent properties, and those areas where a visual differentiation may occur between an 
existing structure and the project area. The APE is an irregular corridor along US 31, accounting 
for properties which have the potential to lose direct access to the US 31 corridor (Appendix B,
B3). As a result of the reduced project scope, the APE has been revised to have a northern 
border approximately 0.25 mile north of 286th Street, the northern project terminus. The 
archaeology APE was defined by the proposed ROW required for the undertaking and limited to 
planned interchanges, overpasses, and cul-de-sacs.

2. EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY HISTORIC PROPERTIES

The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and 
Structures (State Register) were consulted by Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, Inc. (BF&S). One
listed property, Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (NR-0882/NR-1309), is located within the APE.
In addition, two properties previously determined eligible for the NRHP, the Baker/Johnson/
Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street) and the S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley 
Farm/IHSSI #057-667-20003, are located within the APE.

The 1992 Hamilton County Interim Report, the 2010 Tipton County Interim Report, and the
Indiana State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD)/Indiana 
Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IBBCM) were checked by BF&S on November 15, 
2019. There were 76 previously surveyed resources located within the APE. BF&S conducted 
site visits on December 20, 2019, January 12, 2020, and March 5, 2020. Information from the 
site visits and research regarding historic resources were compiled into a Historic Property 
Report (HPR; BF&S, June 22, 2020, Appendix D, D1-D3). The HPR recommended the following 
six properties eligible for the NRHP:
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1. Hansel Roberts Farm/IHSSI #057-020-05027 (3059 East 276th Street)
2. Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum (6032 West CR 550 North)
3. IHSSI #159-309-20021/Hopewell Methodist Church (US 31 and CR 100 North)
4. IHSSI #159-309-10038 (6401 W. CR 450 North)
5. John D. and Phoebe Smith House/IHSSI #159-309-15074 (6824 W. CR 350 South)
6. Endicott House/IHSSI #159-587-15097 (6136 CR 600 South)

The Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is considered an automatic consulting 
party, and an early coordination letter was sent to the SHPO on March 13, 2020. In addition, the
following individuals and organizations were sent an early coordination letter via email on March 
13, 2020 (Appendix C, C1-C7):

Indiana Landmarks Central Regional Office
Hamilton County Historian 
Hamilton County Historical Society
Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization
Hamilton County Highway Department
Hamilton County Engineer
Hamilton County Board of Commissioners
Northern Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce
Westfield Preservation Alliance
Westfield-Washington Historical Society
Roberts Settlement
Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum
Tipton County Historical Society
Tipton County Public Library- Indiana Room
Tipton County Commissioners
Tipton County Highway Department
Lightfoot Brothers Farm Services
Cicero Township Trustee
Delaware Nation of Oklahoma
Delaware Tribe of Indians, Oklahoma
Forest County Potawatomi Community
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians

Roberts Settlement responded by email on March 17, 2020 and requested to continue receiving
project information (Appendix C, C8).

Indiana Landmarks responded on March 19, 2020 and agreed to be a consulting party. Indiana 
Landmarks expressed concern that substantial adverse effects to historic properties could occur 
(Appendix C, C9).

The Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum responded on March 27, 2020 (Appendix C, C10-
C13). The Museum conveyed concerns over a variety of issues, including impacts to 
businesses and farmers, county roads, air quality and animal habitats, and population loss. In 

APPENDIX D page 6



regard to historic properties, the Museum stated there are six historic buildings on the property
open for tours and educational activities. The Museum is also used for private events such as 
weddings, parties, meetings, and retreats. Therefore, the Museum anticipated negative effects 
to the property from the loss of direct access to US 31 from CR 550 North.

The Forest County Potawatomi Community responded by email on March 30, 2020 and 
requested to receive the project’s archaeological reports (Appendix C, C14).

The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma responded on April 8, 2020 indicating they wished to be a 
consulting party. The letter stated they had no objections to the proposed project but noted the 
project area is within the aboriginal homelands of the Miami Tribe (Appendix C, C15).

The SHPO responded on April 13, 2020 stating they were not aware of any other parties who 
should be invited to consulting party consultation, but if right-of-way acquisition was proposed 
from historic properties those owners should be contacted (DHPA #25247; Appendix C, C16-
C17).

The Lightfoot Brothers Farm Services responded by email on April 16, 2020 and requested 
consulting party status (Appendix C, C18).

No other responses to the March 13, 2020 early coordination letter were received.

The HPR was approved by the INDOT-Cultural Resources Office (CRO) on July 9, 2020. The 
HPR was distributed to SHPO and consulting parties on the same day (Appendix C, C19-C23).

Indiana Landmarks responded to the HPR on July 16, 2020 and concurred with the eligibility of 
the six properties newly determined eligible for the NRHP (Appendix C, C24).

The SHPO responded to the HPR in a letter dated August 10, 2020 (Appendix C, C25-C26) and 
made the following comments:

Regarding the Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): “We agree that this
property is eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion A as well as Criterion C 
[.…]”
Regarding the Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum (IHSSI #159-323-11001 to 11005):
“We believe that only the Craftsman house and original farm buildings are eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion A & C. The moved buildings are not eligible and 
would be non-contributing to the historic property boundary.”
Regarding the Goldsmith Methodist Church (IHSSI #159-390-15074): “We respectfully
disagree with the conclusions of the HPR and believe that this church has enough
architectural merit to be eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion C.”

The SHPO concurred with all other eligibility determinations for properties evaluated in-depth in 
the HPR. INDOT elected to defer to the SHPO’s determinations. Therefore, based on the 
SHPO's comments, the Hansel Roberts Farm is considered NRHP-eligible under Criteria A and 
C and the Goldsmith Methodist Church is considered NRHP eligible under Criterion C. In 
addition, the proposed NRHP boundary for the Kelley House was revised to exclude non-
contributing resources.
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No other responses to the HPR were received.

In regard to archaeology, a Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance covering the proposed 
right-of-way for 21 areas which will be utilized for interchanges, overpasses, or cul-de-sacs 
(Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097) was conducted by NS Services between May 12 and August 
7, 2020 (Appendix D, D8-D10). A Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance for the 276th Street 
Interchange project area (Des. No. 1901797) was conducted by Cultural Resource Analysts,
Inc. from July 6-July 15, 2020 (Appendix D, D4-D7). The investigations identified a total of 28 
sites within the project area. As a result of these efforts, sites 12-H-1742, 12-Ti-268, 12-Ti-271, 
12-H-1881, 12-H-1882, and 12-H-1883 were recommended potentially eligible for listing in the
NRHP and if the sites can be avoided, no further work was recommended. Full NRHP-
evaluations were recommended if avoidance of a site is not possible.

INDOT-CRO approved the archaeological reports on October 19, 2020 and November 2, 2020
and the reports were sent to consulting parties on November 2, 2020 (Appendix C, C43-C48).

The SHPO concurred with the archaeology reports on November 30, 2020, stating in part:

“Based upon the submitted information and the documentation available to DNR-
DHPA, we concur with the opinion of the archaeologist (Bennett/Plunkett,
10/26/2020), as expressed in the submitted archaeological reconnaissance
survey report, that archaeological sites 12Ti262, 12Ti263, 12Ti264, 12Ti265, 
12Ti266, 12Ti267, 12Ti269, 12Ti270, 12Ti273, 12Ti274, 12Ti275 not appear 
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. No further archaeological investigation is 
necessary at these sites.

Further, we concur with the opinion of the archaeologist, that archaeological sites 
12H1881, 12H1882, 12H1883, 12Ti268 and 12Ti271 appear to be potentially 
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP and must either be avoided or subjected to 
further archaeological investigations.”

“[…] we concur with the opinion of archaeologist (Harth, 8/10/2020), as
expressed in the submitted archaeological reconnaissance survey report, that
archaeological sites 12H1884, 12H1887, 12H1888 and 12H1890 do not appear 
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. No further archaeological investigation is 
necessary at these sites.

Further, we agree with the opinion of the archaeologist, that the portions of 
archaeological sites 12H1885, 12H1886, 12H1889, and 12H1891 that were 
identified within the project area during the archaeological investigations are not
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP and no further archaeological investigations are 
necessary within the project area. If the project boundaries should change, 
further archaeological investigations will be necessary to delineate the site 
boundaries and provide an evaluation of these sites for inclusion in the NRHP.

[…] Lastly, we concur with the opinion of the archaeologist, that archaeological 
site 12H1742 appears to be potentially eligible for inclusion in the NRHP and 
must either be avoided or subjected to further archaeological investigations.”

The SHPO also requested several data revisions and further stated they looked forward to 
receiving further information about unsurveyed areas (Appendix C, C67-C68). All unsurveyed
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areas will undergo archaeological investigation prior to the start of construction on the
corresponding intersection following stipulations specified in a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA).

The Delaware Nation responded on December 8, 2020, stating the desire to be a consulting 
party. The Delaware Nation stated they were not aware of the presence of any cultural or
religious sites, but the project area was occupied by the Lenape people and there is a potential 
for the existence of unknown sites (Appendix C, C69).

No other responses to the archaeological reports were received.

In addition, an addendum archaeological report for the proposed interchange at US 31 and 
276th Street (Des. No. 1901707) has been prepared. An archaeologist who meets the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards identified no sites within the addendum 
survey area. As a result of these efforts, no additional sites were recommended for listing in the 
National Register and no further work was recommended in the area examined. This addendum
report will be distributed to consulting parties for review concurrently with this finding.

As a result of the reduced project scope, the APE has been revised to have a northern border 
approximately 0.25 mile north of 286th Street, the northern project terminus. Therefore, following
the revisions to the project scope, the following National Register-listed and eligible properties 
are within the APE:

1. Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (NR-0882/NR-1309)
2. Baker/Johnson/ Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street)
3. S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm/IHSSI# 057-667-20003
4. Hansel Roberts Farm/IHSSI #057-020-05027 (3059 East 276th Street)
5. Archaeology Site 12-H-1742
6. Archaeology Site 12-H-1881
7. Archaeology Site 12-H-1882
8. Archaeology Site 12-H-1883

3. DESCRIBE AFFECTED HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (NR-0882/1309, IHSSI #057-020-05026): Roberts Chapel and 
Cemetery is roughly bounded by Little Cicero Creek, the east and west fenced property lines, 
and 276th Street. The boundaries include the c. 1858/1914 gable-front church and the church’s
cemetery grounds to the rear (north) of the building. The property around the church building is 
largely maintained lawn, with some mature trees near the boundaries. Roberts Chapel was 
listed in the NRHP on September 25, 1996 under Criterion A for significance in Ethnic Heritage.

Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): The Hansel Roberts farm consists of a c. 1860 
double pen farmhouse and twentieth century outbuildings. The boundaries consist of the north
and west property lines and the south and east tree lines around the maintained lawn (Appendix 
B, B7). The house sits close to 276th Street and is surround by a scattering of trees. The Hansel 
Roberts Farm is eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A for significance in Ethnic Heritage and 
Criterion C for significance in Architecture.
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Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street): This property is a c.1840 farm and 
is bounded by its current property lines. The house sits close to the intersection of US 31 and 
236th Street. The Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead is eligible under Criterion A for significance 
in Exploration/Settlement, Social History and Agriculture, Criterion B for association with the
Baker family, and Criterion C for significance as a vernacular landscape.

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003): This property
consists of an 1886 Italianate farmhouse with historic outbuildings including an English bank 
barn. It is bounded roughly by US 31 and tree lines to the north, west, and south. The house is
largely screened from US 31 by the trees. The Lindley Farm is eligible under Criterion A for 
significance Commerce/Agriculture and Criterion C for significance in Architecture.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1742: Site 12-H-1742 is a nineteenth/early twentieth century farmstead
and has the potential to contain intact historic deposits and buried features. This site is 
potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for its ability to yield additional information 
and preservation in place is not warranted.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1881: Site 12-H-1881 is a mid-nineteenth century farmstead. This site 
is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for its ability to yield additional information 
and preservation in place is not warranted.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1882: Site 12-H-1882 is a mid-nineteenth century farmstead. This site 
is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for its ability to yield additional information 
and preservation in place is not warranted.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1883: Site 12-H-1883 is a late-nineteenth/early twentieth century 
farmstead. This site is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for its ability to yield
additional information and preservation in place is not warranted.

4. DESCRIBE THE UNDERTAKING'S EFFECTS ON HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (NR-0882, IHSSI #057-020-05026): A new interchange will be 
constructed at US 31 and 276th Street. Roberts Chapel is located approximately 0.66 mile east 
of the current intersection. Roadwork will extend up to 0.25 mile west of the property. The 
viewshed to the west may be slightly affected by tree clearing near US 31 for the new 
interchange and the competed interchange may be in the property’s viewshed. Direct access to 
US 31 from 276th Street would be maintained through this interchange following construction.

Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): A new interchange will be constructed at US 
31 and 276th Street. The Hansel Roberts Farm is located approximately 0.61 mile east of the 
current intersection along 276th Street. Roadwork will extend approximately 0.20 mile west of 
the property. The viewshed to the west may be slightly affected by tree clearing near US 31 for 
the new interchange and the completed interchange may be in the property’s viewshed. Direct 
access to US 31 from 276th Street would be maintained through this interchange following
construction.

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street): Access at the intersection of US 31 
and 236th Street will be determined by a separate project with independent utility (Des. No. 
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1702149). No work will take place in the vicinity of this property as a part of this project; the 
closest work will take place at 241st Street.

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003): No work will take 
place in the vicinity of this property; the closest work will take place at 216th Street. This 
property’s access to US 31 will not change.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1742: Site 12-H-1742 will be avoided by all project activities. If the site 
cannot be avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to determine if it is eligible for the 
NRHP. Any additional investigation will be conducted following stipulations specified in an MOA.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1881: Site 12-H-1881 will be avoided by all project activities. If the site 
cannot be avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to determine if it is eligible for the 
NRHP. Any additional investigation will be conducted following stipulations specified in an MOA.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1882: Site 12-H-1882 appears to be partially within the existing right-of-
way. Avoidance may be achieved through the use of MSE retaining walls. If the site cannot be 
avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to determine if it is eligible for the NRHP.
Any additional investigation will be conducted following stipulations specified in an MOA.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1883: Site 12-H-1883 will be avoided by all project activities. If the site
cannot be avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to determine if it is eligible for the
NRHP. Any additional investigation will be conducted following stipulations specified in an MOA.

5. EXPLAIN APPLICATION OF CRITERIA OF ADVERSE EFFECT -- INCLUDE CONDITIONS 
OR FUTURE ACTIONS TO AVOID, MINIMIZE OR MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS

A finding of “Adverse Effect” is appropriate for the conversion of US 31 to a limited access 
highway between SR 38 and 286th Street because there is insufficient information to determine 
the eligibility of Archaeology Sites 12-H-1742, 12-H-1881, 12-H-1882, and 12-H-1883.

Part 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2), examples of adverse effect include but are not limited to:

(i) Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of a property;
(ii) Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, 

stabilization, hazardous material remediation, and provision of handicapped access 
not consistent with the Secretary’s Standard for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(36 CFR part 68) and applicable guidelines;

(iii) Removal of the property from its historic location;
(iv) Change of the character of the property’s use or physical features within the property’s 

setting that contribute to its historic significance;
(v) Introduction of visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the 

property’s significant historic features; 
(vi) Neglect of a property which causes its deterioration, except where such neglect and 

deterioration are recognized qualities of a property of religious and cultural 
significance to an Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization; and

(vii)Transfer, lease, or sale of a property out of Federal ownership or control without 
adequate and legally enforceable restrictions or conditions to ensure long-term 
preservation of the property’s historic significance.
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Application of the criteria of adverse effect defined in 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(1), finds the proposed 
project’s potential effects are not likely to be described by the examples in 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)
(ii) or (vii). The application of adverse effect, focusing on 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(i), (iii), (iv), (v), 
and (vi) follows:

Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (NR-0882, IHSSI #057-020-05026): In regard to 36 CFR § 
800.5(a)(2)(i), no physical damage to this property will occur as a part of this project.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iii), the property will not be moved from its historic location.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iv), the property’s use will not change. The viewshed may be 
slightly impacted by tree removal and the introduction of an interchange at US 31 approximately
0.66 mile west of the property, but the rural character of the property’s setting will not be altered 
in a way that would negatively impact the property’s significance for its association with African
American Heritage.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(v), the introduction of an interchange approximately 0.66 mile
from the property will not introduce visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the 
integrity of the property’s significant historic features.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(vi), neglect of this property will not occur as a result of this
project.

Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(i), no 
physical damage to this property will occur as a part of this project.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iii), the property will not be moved from its historic location.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iv), the property’s use will not change. The viewshed may be 
slightly impacted by tree removal and the introduction of an interchange at US 31 approximately
0.61 mile west of the property, but the rural character of the property’s setting will not be altered 
in a way that would negatively impact the property’s significance for architecture or for its 
association with African American Heritage.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(v), the introduction of an interchange approximately 0.61 mile 
from the property will not introduce visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the 
integrity of the property’s significant historic features.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(vi), neglect of this property will not occur as a result of this 
project.

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street): In regard to 36 CFR § 
800.5(a)(2)(i), no physical damage to this property will occur as a part of this project.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iii), the property will not be moved from its historic location.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iv), this project will not alter the property’s use. No physical
features within the property’s setting will change.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(v), no visual, atmospheric, or audible elements will be 
introduced to the property.
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In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(vi), neglect of this property will not occur as a result of this 
project.

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003): In regard to 36 CFR 
§ 800.5(a)(2)(i), no physical damage to this property will occur as a part of this project.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iii), the property will not be moved from its historic location.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iv), this project will not alter the property’s use. No physical 
features within the property’s setting will change.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(v), no visual, atmospheric, or audible elements will be 
introduced to the property.

In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(vi), neglect of this property will not occur as a result of this 
project.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1742: Site 12-H-1742 will be avoided by all project activities. If the site 
cannot be avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to determine if it is eligible for the 
NRHP. Any additional investigation will be conducted following stipulations specified in an MOA.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1881: Site 12-H-1881 will be avoided by all project activities. If the site 
cannot be avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to determine if it is eligible for the 
NRHP. Any additional investigation will be conducted following stipulations specified in an MOA.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1882: Site 12-H-1882 appears to be partially within the existing right-of-
way. Avoidance may be achieved through the use of mechanically stabilized earth (MSE)
retaining walls. If the site cannot be avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to 
determine if it is eligible for the NRHP. Any additional investigation will be conducted following 
stipulations specified in an MOA.

Archaeology Site 12-H-1883: Site 12-H-1883 will be avoided by all project activities. If the site 
cannot be avoided, it will be subject to additional investigation to determine if it is eligible for the 
NRHP. Any additional investigation will be conducted following stipulations specified in an MOA.

There is insufficient information to determine the eligibility of Archaeology Sites 12-H-1742, 12-
H-1881, 12-H-1882, and 12-H-1883. The US 31 Limited Access Conversion will not diminish the 
historical associations, historically significant features, or architectural integrity for which 
Roberts Chapel and Cemetery is listed in the NRHP and or which the Hansel Roberts Farm is 
eligible for the NRHP and will have “No Adverse Effect” on these properties. There will be no 
impacts to the Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead or the Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm as a 
result of this project, and therefore “No Historic Properties Affected” is the appropriate finding for 
these properties. 

6. SUMMARY OF CONSULTING PARTIES AND PUBLIC VIEWS

Consulting party consultation was conducted prior to the reduction in project scope, with the
original project limits from SR 38 in Hamilton County to SR 931 in Tipton County. Consulting
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parties responded to the early coordination letter expressing concern over potential impacts to 
historic properties and requesting further information about the project and cultural resource 
studies as they progressed. A full summary of comments regarding the early coordination letter
is located in Section 2 of this document.

Consulting parties responded to the HPR, in general concurring with the properties 
recommended eligible for the NRHP. The SHPO also made comments that the Goldsmith 
Methodist Church should be considered eligible for the NRHP, that the relocated buildings at the
Kelley House property were not contributing resources to the Kelley House, and that the Hansel 
Roberts Farm should be considered eligible under Criterion C as well as Criterion A. Therefore, 
based on the SHPO's comments, the Hansel Roberts Farm is considered NRHP-eligible under
Criteria A and C and the Goldsmith Methodist Church is considered NRHP eligible under
Criterion C. In addition, the proposed NRHP boundary for the Kelley House was revised to 
exclude non-contributing resources. A full summary of comments regarding the HPR is located 
in Section 2 of this document.

An Effects Letter for above-ground properties was approved by INDOT-CRO on October 19,
2020 and sent to consulting parties on October 27, 2020 (Appendix C, C27-C42). The letter 
recommended the project had the following effect findings:

Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (IHSSI #057-020-05026): “No Adverse Effect”

Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027): “No Adverse Effect”

Kelley House (IHSSI #159-323-11005): “No Adverse Effect”

Hopewell Methodist Church (IHSSI #159-309-20021): “No Adverse Effect”

Western Bungalow/IHSSI #159-309-10038 (6401 W. CR 450 North): “No Adverse Effect”

John D. and Phoebe Smith House (IHSSI #159-309-15074): “No Adverse Effect”

Endicott House (IHSSI #159-587-15097): “Adverse Effect”

Goldsmith Methodist Church (IHSSI #159-390-15074): “No Adverse Effect”

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street): “No Historic Properties Affected”

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003): “No Historic
Properties Affected”

The letter also contained an invitation to a consulting party meeting on November 13, 2020. A
consulting party invitation was also sent to the owner of the Endicott House which was returned
to sender (Appendix C, C61).

A consulting parties meeting was held on November 13, 2020, primarily to discuss effects to the 
Kelley House, Hopewell Methodist Church, and the Endicott House (Appendix C, C49-C52).
The Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum continued to object to the property’s loss of direct 
access to US 31. The Museum discussed concerns over the Museum’s visibility and the ability 
of museum visitors and event guests to reach the venue using county roads. Several alternative 
options for accommodating some continued access from US 31 to CR 550 North were 
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discussed, including a right-in-right-out option and the use of a folded diamond interchange. The 
desire to avoid the creation of Section 4(f) impacts to the Kelley House from these alternatives
was also considered. As a result of the consulting parties meeting, BF&S studied alternate
access options for CR 550 North and produced additional layouts.

The Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum provided additional comments on November 19,
2020, listing the events held at the Museum since 2017 (Appendix C, C54-C60). The Museum 
reiterated that the loss of direct access from US 31 would reduce visitors to the museum and 
event bookings at the venue due to difficulties in navigating local roads. 

Although the Kelley House could be avoided by careful design of the alternatives discussed
above, additional ROW impacts and costs would result from all access options. In addition, 
providing specialized access to CR 550 North is not consistent with the purpose of the project in 
limiting access to US 31. The use of the Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum as an event 
center is distinct from the architectural significance of the Kelley House as an NRHP-eligible 
property historically used as a farmhouse. The Museum is open by appointment only.
Eliminating direct access to US 31 will not cause a diminishment in the house’s integrity. INDOT 
has indicated that, as an affected business, the Museum will be provided with wayfinding 
signage on US 31 and county roads as a part of this project. Therefore, INDOT determined to 
proceed with construction of cul-de-sacs at CR 550 North.

The SHPO responded to the Effects Letter and consulting party meeting on November 30,
2020, stating the project will not adversely affect the following properties:

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI #057-667-20003)
Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead at 1715 E. 236th Street
Hansel Roberts Farm (IHSSI #057-020-05027)
Roberts Chapel and Cemetery (NR-0882/1309)
John D. and Phoebe Smith House (IHSSI #159-309-15074)
Goldsmith Methodist Church (IHSSI #159-309-18016)
Hopewell Methodist Church (IHSSI #159-309-20021)
Western Bungalow at 6401 W. CR 450 North (IHSSI #159-309-10038)

The SHPO also expressed a preference for the “underpass” option that was discussed at CR
600 South (296th Street) as having the least visual impact to the Endicott House. The letter also 
stated the overpass option would have an “Adverse Effect” on the Endicott House and the
bypass option would likely reduce the property’s agricultural setting and feeling. The SHPO did 
not comment on the Kelley House pending further information (Appendix C, C64-C66).

No other responses to the Effects Letter were received.

In regard to archaeology, the SHPO concurred with the eligibility determinations in the 
archaeology reports on November 30, 2020 (Appendix C, C67-C68). The Delaware Nation
responded on December 28, 2020 and stated they were not aware of the presence of any
cultural or religious sites (Appendix C, C69). A full summary of comments regarding the 
archaeology reports is located in Section 2 of this document.

No other responses to the archaeological reports were received.

FHWA signed a determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking with its 
original project limits on January 27, 2021. The “Adverse Effect” finding and a draft MOA were 
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transmitted to consulting parties on the same day. An email notification of forthcoming changes 
to the project scope and a request to suspend review of the finding and draft MOA was sent to 
consulting parties on February 12, 2021 and February 15, 2021. As a result of the reduction in
the project scope, the Kelley House, Hopewell Methodist Church, and the Endicott House are 
no longer within the APE.

A finding of “Adverse Effect” is appropriate for this project because there is insufficient 
information to determine the eligibility of Archaeology Sites 12-H-1742, 12-H-1881, 12-H-1882, 
and 12-H-1883.

A Section 106 public notice will be published in The Times (Hamilton County) offering the public 
the opportunity to make comments on INDOT’s “Adverse Effect” finding. A thirty (30) day 
comment period will be given. The document will be revised, if necessary, after the public notice 
to reflect any comments received.
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:19 PM
To: Slider, Chad (DNR); 'clethig@indianalandmarks.org'; 'anna.gremling@indympo.org'; 

'heighwayd@earthlink.net'; 'HAMILTONCOMUSEUM@ATT.NET'; 
'county.highway@hamiltoncounty.in.gov'; 'jwn@co.hamilton.in.us'; 
'dan.stevens@hamiltoncounty.in.gov'; 'catharine@northernhamiltoncountychamber.com'; 
'presidentwwhs@yahoo.com'; 'tchs@tiptonhistorical.com'; 'tipton@tiptonpl.org'; 
'mmanier@tiptoncounty.in.gov'; 'jmullins@tiptoncounty.in.gov'; 'dhenderson@tiptoncounty.in.gov'; 
'b.morris@tiptoncounty.in.gov'; 'kahmevents@gmail.com'; 'kellilightfoot@gmail.com'; 
'CICEROTWPTRUSTEE@TDS.NET'

Cc: 'Branigin, Susan'; Anuradha Kumar; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Carpenter, Patrick A; Ryan Scott; Andrea 
Langille

Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 28 to State Road 
931, Hamilton and Tipton Counties, Indiana

Attachments: 1900096 and 1900097_US 31 Study Corridor_Sec 106 ECL_2020-03-13.pdf

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. Nos.:
Project Description:
Location:
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Therefore, if we do not receive a response within thirty (30) days, your agency or
organization will not receive any further information on the project unless the scope of work changes.

Elizabet Biggio
Architectural Historian

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 |  
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your 
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
********************************************************************************************
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Branigin, Susan <SBranigin@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:29 PM
To: thpo@estoo.net; dhunter@miamination.com; lpappenfort@peoriatribe.com; 

Matthew.Bussler@pokagonband-nsn.gov; michael.laronge@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov; 
dkelly@delawarenation-nsn.gov; ethompson@delawarenation-nsn.gov; lheady@delawaretribe.org

Cc: Allen, Michelle (FHWA) (michelle.allen@dot.gov); 'Robert.Dirks@dot.gov'; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); 
Beck, Jennifer; Carpenter, Patrick A; Kumar, Anuradha; Elizabet Biggio; Branigin, Susan

Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 28 to State Road 
931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

Attachments: 1900096 and 1900097_US 31 Study Corridor_Sec 106 ECL_2020-03-13.pdf

Des. Nos.:
Project Description:
Location:
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Therefore, if we do not receive a response within thirty (30) days, your agency or
organization will not receive any further information on the project unless the scope of work changes.

Susan R. Branigin
History Team Lead
Cultural Resources Office
Environmental Services

Office:
Email:

** Historic Property Report (HPR) guidelines can be found here

*Design Memorandum 18 02 regarding the new procedures for Historic Bridge Alternatives Analysis Documents can
be found here: http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/standards/memos/2018/18 02%20ta%20Historic%20Bridge.pdf
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Elizabet Biggio

From: LaVella Hyter <lavella.hyter@robertssettlement.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 10:34 AM
To: Elizabet Biggio
Subject: Des. No. 1900096 and 1900097 -  U.S. 31 Conversion

Importance: High

Ms. Biggio, 

I am President of Roberts Settlement (3102 East 276th Street, Atlanta, IN) and received notice of this 
planned study (and project) on March 15, 2020. 

Roberts Settlement is an active historical site and is registered with the U. S. Department of Interior. 

I request you show me as the sole consulting party for Roberts Settlement, concerning any all
notifications, information, requests, meetings, hearings, inquiries, etc. regarding this project. 

At this time, is there any further information you need in response to your notification? 

Roberts Settlement mailing address: 

Roberts Settlement
Att: LaVella Hyter, President 
P.O. Box 561 
Noblesville, IN 46061 

Thank you. 

LaVella Hyter 

Email: lavella.hyter@robertssettlement.org

www.robertssettlement.org
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March 27, 2020 

Elizabet Biggio      
Architectural Historian II      
Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, Inc.      
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 

RE: US 31 Corridor Study between State Road 38 and State Road 931 (Des. Nos. 1900096 and 
1900097); Tipton and Hamilton Counties, IN  

Dear Ms. Biggio, 

On Friday, March 13, 2020, we received the communication regarding the environmental study 
concerning the possible conversion of US 31 to a limited access highway through Tipton County. 

There are many negative effects of closing off the county intersections along US 31 in Tipton 
County, but your request for comments narrowly focuses on possible environmental effects 
associated with this project.  However, it was noted that you also welcomed related opinions and 
other input to be considered in the preparation of the environmental document, thus those will be 
incorporated throughout. 

It was indicated that the need for the project derives from the high rate of accidents near 
intersections along US 31.  It would be interesting to know what type of accidents these are and if 
indeed they are directly related to the intersection of a county road with US 31.  It would also be 
beneficial to know how many accidents still occur along US 31 where local accesses have already 
been eliminated.   Perhaps a less invasive and more economical solution for the desired free flow of 
traffic could be considered.   Would it be possible to keep the intersecting county roads open, but 
close the medians and allow right turns only in entering US 31 from a county road or exiting US 31 
onto the county road?   With adequate acceleration and deceleration lanes, this could allow many 
local citizens to arrive at their desired destination point without the inconvenience of driving 
several miles out of their way to enter or exit from the only direct access point at the St. Rd. 28 and 
US 31 interchange.   As your letter notes, an overpass only is being considered at Division Road and 
US 31, which means that the thirteen mile north/south stretch of US 31 would be directly 
accessible in Tipton County at only the current St. Rd. 28 and US 31 interchange.   Even if an 
interchange is constructed at Division Road, it is only two miles north of the existing interchange, 
therefore would not make a marked difference in the extra number of miles local citizens would 
have to travel. 

The Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum is a historic property that would be adversely affected by 
the proposed undertaking in that its geographical position on US 31 makes it not only easily visible, 
but also easily accessible for any of the 30,000 vehicles that traverse the roadway daily.  In  
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Miller, Shaun (INDOT) <smiller@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 7:38 AM
To: Elizabet Biggio
Cc: Branigin, Susan; Carpenter, Patrick A
Subject: FW: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 28 to State 

Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****
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Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
3410 P St. NW, Miami, OK 74354  P.O. Box 1326, Miami, OK 74355 

Ph: (918) 541-1300  Fax: (918) 542-7260 
www.miamination.com 
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Elizabet Biggio
, 2020

Page 2 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Luke Lightfoot <luke@lightfoot.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 10:36 PM
To: Elizabet Biggio
Subject: Fwd: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 

28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton Counties, Indiana
Attachments: 1900096 and 1900097_US 31 Study Corridor_Sec 106 ECL_2020-03-13.pdf

Elizabet 

My Brother and I are owners of Lightfoot Bros. Farm Services, LLC.   We are interested in being part of any conversations 
that might have an effect on our Church and how this might effect its future.  Can we be added to the list of interested 
owners of historical sites that would like to be part of conversation of making 31 a freeway? 

Thanks 
Luke Lightfoot 
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Elizabet Biggio
Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.

8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300
Indianapolis, IN 46240

(317) 713-4615
ebiggio@bfsengr.com 

June 22, 2020

HISTORIC PROPERTY REPORT

US 31 Limited Access Study
State Road 38, Hamilton Co. to State Road 913, Tipton Co., IN

Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097
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Historic Property Report | INDOT Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097

US 31 Limited Access Study

1

Executive Summary

Executive Summary

highway between State Road 38 in Hamilton County and County Road 600 North in Tipton County, Indiana 

106, National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, 36 CFR Part 800 (revised January 2001), 
the Final Rule on Revision of Current Regulations, dated December 12, 2000, and incorporating amendments 

account the impact of federal undertakings upon historic properties in the area of the undertaking. Historic 
properties include buildings, structures, sites, objects, and/or districts included in or eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register). The project will utilize funds from the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), which makes it an undertaking subject to the Section 106 process.

Of the 624 properties within the APE, one is currently listed in the National Register.

Roberts Chapel (NR-0882): 3102 East 276th Street, listed September 25, 1996

Within the APE, 556 properties will meet the 50-year age criteria at time of project letting (2023). Six properties 

Hansel Roberts Farm/IHSSI #057-020-05027 (3059 East 276th Street)

Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum (6032 West CR 550 North)

IHSSI #159-309-20021/Hopewell Methodist Church (US 31 and CR 100 North)

IHSSI #159-309-10038 (6401 W. CR 450 North)

IHSSI #159-309-15074 (John D. and Phoebe Smith House, (6824 W. CR 350 South)

IHSSI #159-587-15097 (Endicott House, 6136 CR 600 South)

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street)

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm/IHSSI# 057-667-20003 (20820 Lindley Farm Rd.)
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Historic Property Report | INDOT Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097

US 31 Limited Access Study

28

Conclusions

The APE contains one property listed in the National Register: 

Roberts Chapel (NR-0882, IHSSI #057-020-0526): 3102 E. 276th Street

Two properties within the APE have previously been determined eligible for the National Register:

Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street)

S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm/IHSSI# 057-667-20003

recommended eligible for listing in the National Register:

Hansel Roberts Farm/IHSSI #057-020-05027 

Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum

IHSSI #159-309-20021/Hopewell Methodist Church

IHSSI #159-309-10038 (Western Bungalow)

IHSSI #159-309-15074 (John D. and Phoebe Smith House)

IHSSI #159-587-15097 (Endicott House)

Conclusions
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100 North Senate Avenue
Room N642
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

PHONE: (317) 234-5168 Eric Holcomb, Governor
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:36 AM
To: Kauffmann, Danielle; McCord, Beth K; 'lavella.hyter@robertssettlement.org'; 

'jbiggs@indianalandmarks.org'; 'Jane Harper'; 'luke@lightfoot.com'
Cc: 'Branigin, Susan'; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Carpenter, Patrick A; Andrea Langille; 'Beck, 

Jennifer'; Ryan Scott
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 28 to 

State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana
Attachments: US 31 Study Corridor_Sec 106 Report Dist Letter_2020-07-09.pdf

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. Nos.: 1900096 and 1900097        
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study 
Location: US 31 between State Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana 

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to proceed 
with the US 31 Corridor Study between Westfield and Kokomo (Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097). The Section 106 Early 
Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on March 13, 2020. 

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a Historic Property Report has been prepared and is 
ready for review and comment by consulting parties.  

Please review this documentation located in IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. 
is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE), and respond with any comments that you may have. If a hard copy 
of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request within seven (7) days. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  Tribal 
contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-233-6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317-226-7344. 

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 | 
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com 

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Branigin, Susan <SBranigin@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:58 AM
To: michael.laronge@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov; Diane Hunter
Cc: Allen, Michelle (FHWA); Beck, Jennifer; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Carpenter, Patrick A; 

Branigin, Susan; Elizabet Biggio
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 28 to 

State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana
Attachments: US 31 Study Corridor_Sec 106 Report Dist Letter_2020-07-09.pdf

Des. Nos.: 1900096 and 1900097        
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study 
Location: US 31 between State Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana 

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to proceed 
with the US 31 Corridor Study between Westfield and Kokomo (Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097). The Section 106 Early 
Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on March 13, 2020. 

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a Historic Property Report has been prepared and is 
ready for review and comment by consulting parties.  

Please review this documentation located in IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. 
is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE), and respond with any comments that you may have. If a hard copy 
of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request within seven (7) days. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  Tribal 
contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-233-6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317-226-7344. 

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Susan R. Branigin 
History Team Lead 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 
100 N. Senate Ave., Rm. N642-ES 
Indianapolis IN 46204 
Office: (317) 232-2969 
Email: sbranigin@indot.in.gov 

** Historic Property Report (HPR) guidelines can be found here 

*Design Memorandum 18-02 regarding the new procedures for Historic Bridge Alternatives Analysis Documents can
be found here: http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/standards/memos/2018/18-02%20ta%20Historic%20Bridge.pdf
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IHSSI #057-020-0527 – Hansel Roberts Farm, 3059 East 276th Street
Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum, 6032 West CR 550 North
IHSSI #159-309-20021 – Hopewell Methodist Church, US 31 and CR 100 North
IHSSI #159-309-10038 – 6401 West CR 450 North
IHSSI #159-309-15074 – John D. and Phoebe Smith House, 6824 West CR 350 South
IHSSI #159-587-15097 – Endicott House, 6136 CR 600 South
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Elizabet Biggio
August 10, 2020 
Page 2 
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100 North Senate Avenue
Room N642
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

PHONE: (317) 234-5168 Eric Holcomb, Governor
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner
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Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097

US 31 from State Road 38 to State Road 931

The Kelley house, looking northwest from the east side of US 31.

Looking northeast at the Kelley House. US 31 is beyond the trees at right.
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US 31 from State Road 38 to State Road 931

Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097July 1, 2020

Looking north at the Kelley House. US 31 is beyond the trees at right.

Looking east along CR 550 North from the driveway of the Kelley Agricultural Historic 
Museum.
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Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097

US 31 from State Road 38 to State Road 931

Looking northwest at Hopewell Methodist Church.

Looking north at Hopewell Methodist Church from the south side of CR 100 N.
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US 31 from State Road 38 to State Road 931

Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097

Looking south at Hopewell Methodist Church

Looking east at Hopewell Methodist Church from the west side of US 31.
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Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097

US 31 from State Road 38 to State Road 931

Looking north at the Endicott House from CR 600 South.

Looking northwest at the Endicott House from CR 600 South.
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US 31 from State Road 38 to State Road 931

Des. Nos. 1900096 and 1900097

Looking northwest towards the Endicott House from the high point of Union Cemetery.

East side of the Endicott House from CR 600 South.
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Option 1 Rendering
CR 600 South (296th Street) and US 31

US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931 Hamilton County and
Tipton County, Indiana

Des. No. 1900096 and 1900097
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 3:58 PM
To: Kauffmann, Danielle; McCord, Beth K; 'lavella.hyter@robertssettlement.org'; 'Joshua Biggs'; 

'luke@lightfoot.com'; 'Jane Harper'
Cc: 'Carpenter, Patrick A'; SBranigin@indot.IN.gov; Anuradha Kumar; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); 'Beck, 

Jennifer'; Andrea Langille; 'RScott@bfsengr.com'
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 

28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana
Attachments: US 31 Study Corridor_Section 106 Effects Letter_2020-10-27.pdf

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study
Location: US 31 between State Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to proceed 
with a project on US 31 between Westfield and Kokomo (Des. Nos. 1900096, 1900097, and 1901797). The Section 106 
Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on March 13, 2020. 

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a Section 106 Effects Letter has been prepared and is 
ready for review and comment by consulting parties. 

Consulting parties are invited to attend a consulting party meeting to discuss project updates and effects to historic
properties. The meeting will have both in-person and virtual options. The in-person meeting will include appropriate social 
distancing measures. Meeting attendees and the project team will be required to wear masks per local ordinance and to 
practice social distancing. Attendees who do not have a mask will be provided one, and hand sanitation stations will be 
available. The presentation will also be available by video conference so that people may attend virtually. 

Date: Friday, November 13th, 2020
Time: 1 p.m.

In-person location: BF&S Lower Level Conference Room
8450 Westfield Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302

Virtual Location: GoTo Meetings https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/114420125
Access Code: 114-420-125

Join by Phone: (408) 650-3123

Please review this documentation located in IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. is 
the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE), and respond with any comments that you may have. If a hard copy of 
the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request as soon as you can. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment. Tribal
consulting parties may enter the process at any time and are encouraged to respond to this notification with any comments
or concerns at their earliest convenience.  Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-233-
6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317-226-7344. 

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Elizabet Biggio
Architectural Historian
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Miller, Shaun (INDOT) <smiller@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 7:52 AM
To: Diane Hunter; Michael LaRonge
Cc: Carpenter, Patrick A; Branigin, Susan; Elizabet Biggio; Allen, Michelle (FHWA)
Subject: FW: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor Study, State 

Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana
Attachments: US 31 Study Corridor_Section 106 Effects Letter_2020-10-27.pdf

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study
Location: US 31 between State Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to proceed 
with a project on US 31 between Westfield and Kokomo (Des. Nos. 1900096, 1900097, and 1901797). The Section 106 
Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on March 13, 2020.

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a Section 106 Effects Letter has been prepared and is 
ready for review and comment by consulting parties.

Consulting parties are invited to attend a consulting party meeting to discuss project updates and effects to historic
properties. The meeting will have both in-person and virtual options. The in-person meeting will include appropriate social 
distancing measures. Meeting attendees and the project team will be required to wear masks per local ordinance and to 
practice social distancing. Attendees who do not have a mask will be provided one, and hand sanitation stations will be 
available. The presentation will also be available by video conference so that people may attend virtually.

Date: Friday, November 13th, 2020
Time: 1 p.m.

In-person location: BF&S Lower Level Conference Room
8450 Westfield Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302

Virtual Location: GoTo Meetings https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/114420125
Access Code: 114-420-125

Join by Phone: (408) 650-3123

Please review this documentation located in IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. is 
the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE), and respond with any comments that you may have. If a hard copy of 
the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request as soon as you can.

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment. Tribal
consulting parties may enter the process at any time and are encouraged to respond to this notification with any comments
or concerns at their earliest convenience.  Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-233-
6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317-226-7344.

Thank you in advance for your input,
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Contract Publication Series 20-289 

A PHASE IA ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECONNAISSANCE 
FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW 

INTERCHANGE AT THE INTERSECTION OF US 31 AND 
EAST 276TH STREET, FIVE MILES NORTH OF SR 38, IN 

HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA (INDOT DES. NO. 1901797) 

by
Aaron L. Harth  

With contributions by Beau DeBoer, Lisa Kelley, and Andrew Martin 

Prepared for 

Adam Burns 
Crawford, Murphy, and Tilly, Inc. 

8790 Purdue Road
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268 
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Prepared by 

Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. 
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structures visible on modern aerials have been 
completely removed from the landscape. No 
large push-piles of construction materials were 
present on the edge of the agricultural field and 
other than fragments of concrete or bricks, little 
evidence of these buildings remain (Google 
Earth Pro 2015).  

Summary and National Register 
Evaluation

Site 12H1891 is a moderate-density late 
nineteenth- through late twentieth-century 
historic artifact scatter associated with a 
mapped farmstead/residence. Historic mapping 
and aerial imagery shows that a structure was 
first depicted near this site during the late 
nineteenth century and that the site was 
abandoned by at least the twenty-first century. 
The recovered architecture group artifacts 
support the map data and suggest that at least 
one episode of construction/maintenance 
occurred prior to the twentieth century. The 
artifacts also show a strong twentieth-century 
occupation emphasis for this site. The 
depositional context of the site shows that any 
nineteenth-century or early twentieth-century 
deposits have been mixed and disturbed by the 
demolition of the structures and plowing during 
the twenty-first century. 

It is unlikely that further work at the portion 
of Site 12H1891 located within the survey area 
would produce significant information beyond 
that which has already been obtained. 
However, this site does extend beyond the 
current survey boundary to the east and the 
NRHP status of the entire site could not be fully 
assessed. Nevertheless, the portion of Site 
12H1891 that was investigated during the 
current survey demonstrated poor 
archaeological integrity and is not 
recommended to be eligible for listing in the 
NRHP. Therefore, no further work is 
recommended for the portion of this site within 
the survey area. 

VI. CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
etween July 6 and 15, 2020, CRA, Inc., 
personnel conducted a phase Ia 

archaeological reconnaissance for the proposed 
construction of a new interchange at the 
intersection of US 31 and East 276th Street in 
Hamilton County, Indiana (INDOT Des. No. 
1901797). The survey was conducted at the 
request of HNTB Corporation, on behalf of 
Crawford, Murphy, and Tilly. The survey area 
encompasses a total of approximately 59.3 ha 
(146.6 acres) of new, temporary, and existing 
ROW. Survey methods used during the current 
investigation consisted of systematic screened 
shovel testing, intensive pedestrian survey, and 
visual inspection of obviously disturbed areas. 

Prior to initiating the fieldwork, a records 
review was conducted utilizing data from the 
Indiana DHPA’s SHAARD. The records 
review revealed that two previously recorded 
archaeological sites (12H1737 and 12H1742) 
have been documented within the survey 
boundaries. The records search also showed 
that two previous archaeological investigations 
covered approximately 10.7 ha (26.5 acres) of 
the current survey area. Other than the previous 
site locations, the two previously surveyed 
areas were not reinvestigated during the current 
survey. Site 12H1737 was not relocated within 
the current survey area.  

The current survey resulted in the 
documentation of eight previously unrecorded 
archaeological sites (12H1884–12H1891) and 
the reinvestigation of Site 12H1742. Site 
12H1742 is a multicomponent site that consists 
of a prehistoric lithic scatter with an 
unidentified prehistoric component and a mid-
nineteenth- through twentieth-century 
farmstead. Site 12H1884 is a multicomponent 
site that consists of a prehistoric isolated find 
and a large, moderate-density mid-nineteenth- 
through mid-twentieth-century artifact scatter 
associated with a farmstead/residence. Site 
12H1885 is associated with a late nineteenth- 
through twentieth-century farmstead/residence. 
Sites 12H1886 and 12H1890 are 

B
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multicomponent sites that consist of a 
prehistoric isolated finds with indeterminate 
components and portions of late nineteenth- 
through twentieth-century 
farmsteads/residences. Site 12H1887 is a 
diffuse prehistoric lithic scatter with 
unidentified cultural or temporal components. 
Site 12H1888 is a prehistoric isolated find. 
Sites 12H1889 and 12H1891 are late 
nineteenth- through late twentieth-century 
historic artifact scatters associated with 
farmsteads/residences. 

Sites 12H1884, 12H1887, 12H1888, and 
12H1890 exhibit poor archaeological integrity; 
these sites are recommended not eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP and for no further work. 
Because portions of Sites 12H1885, 12H1886, 
12H1889, 12H1890, and 12H1891 likely 
extend outside of the current survey area, the 
NRHP eligibility status of these sites could not 
be fully assessed. Nevertheless, the portions of 
these sites that were investigated as a result of 
the current survey demonstrated poor 
archaeological integrity, and no further work is 
recommended on the portions of these sites 
located within the survey area. 

Site 12H1742 is associated with Reverend 
C.W. Roberts. The Roberts family members
were important early settlers of Hamilton
County and are considered significant to the
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century history
of the area. The survey of this site revealed that
portions of Site 12H1742 remain relatively
intact. Based on the survey results, it is possible
that other intact historic deposits and buried
features may be present at the site that could
provide insight into the former site occupants.
If the site cannot be avoided by the proposed
project, a NRHP evaluation of the site is
recommended.

Note that a principal investigator or field 
archaeologist cannot grant or withhold 
clearance to a project. Although the decision to 
grant or withhold clearance is reached, at least 
in part, on the recommendations made by the 
field investigator, clearance may be obtained 
only through an administrative decision made 
by a lead federal agency in consultation with 

INDOT and the State Historic Preservation 
Officer (Indiana DHPA). 

If any previously unrecorded 
archaeological materials are encountered 
during construction activities, the DHPA 
should be notified immediately at (317) 232-
1646, as well as the INDOT Cultural Resources 
Office (CRO) at (317) 233-6795. If human 
remains are discovered, construction activities 
should cease immediately, and the DHPA, the 
INDOT CRO, the local coroner, and the local 
law enforcement agency must be notified.  
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Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation
Guidebook for Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory - Archaeological Sites

Cultural Resources Manual

The Akers Site: A Late Woodland Albee Phase Burial Mound in Warren County, 
West Central Indiana.

Prehistoric Food 
Production in North America

Indiana to 1816: The Colonial Period
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100 North Senate Avenue
Room N642
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

PHONE: (317) 234-5168 Eric Holcomb, Governor
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner

APPENDIX D page 70



APPENDIX D page 71



APPENDIX D page 72



APPENDIX D page 73



1

Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2020 3:47 PM
To: Kauffmann, Danielle; 'McCord, Beth K'
Cc: Miller, Shaun (INDOT); 'Coon, Matthew'; Korzeniewski, Patricia J; 'Carpenter, Patrick A'; 

SBranigin@indot.IN.gov; Anuradha Kumar; Ryan Scott; Andrea Langille; 'Beck, Jennifer'; 
kgillette@HNTB.com; 'Andrew Martin'

Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 
28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

Attachments: US 31 Study Corridor_Des1900096 & 1900097_Post ECL Letter_2020-11-02.pdf

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. Nos.:
Project Description:
Location:

Elizabet Biggio 
Architectural Historian

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 |  
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Korzeniewski, Patricia J <PKorzeniewski@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2020 3:47 PM
To: dkelly@delawarenation-nsn.gov; ethompson@delawarenation-nsn.gov; lheady@delawaretribe.org; 

Diane Hunter; thpo@estoo.net; lpappenfort@peoriatribe.com; Matthew.Bussler@pokagonband-
nsn.gov; tonya@shawnee-tribe.com; michael.laronge@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov

Cc: Elizabet Biggio; 'Jeff Plunkett'; Adam Burns; Beck, Jennifer; Andrew Martin; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); 
Coon, Matthew; Korzeniewski, Patricia J; Branigin, Susan; Carpenter, Patrick A

Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. (1901797)  1900096 and 1900097; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 28 to 
State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 28 to State Road
931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

Des. Nos.:
Project Description:
Location:
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US 31 Limited Access from SR 38 to SR 931 
Section 106 Consulting Parties Meeting Summary 

Date: 

RE: 

Attendees: 

o

o

o
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o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o
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o
o

o

o

o

o

o
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o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Action Items: 
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Kelley House

Right-In/Right-Out Layout
CR 550 N. and US 31

US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931
Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana

Des. No. 1900096 and 1900097

N
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Letter from the Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum
November 19, 2020
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Jane Harper

2017 Kelley Farmhouse Dates    
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2018 Kelley Museum Wedding dates: 
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2019 Kelley Farmhouse dates: 
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2020 Kelley Barn and Farmhouse Dates 

January 31
Feb 16-18
March 21  
March 28 CANCELLED
April 4 CANCELLED
April 12  CANCELLED

April 25 CANCELLED
April 26 CANCELLED
May 15  CANCELLED
May 24
June 6
June 7 CANCELLED
June 10   CANCELLED
June 13   Wedding party in house
June 14
June 27
June 28
July 12
July 12  
July 18     CANCELLED
July 19  
July 25
July 26   CANCELLED
July 31
Aug 1
Aug 2
August 8 CANCELLED
August 9  
August 15
August 21  Rehearsal dinner in house.   August 22  Wedding party in house
August 29
September 12
September 16
September 19
September 20  CANCELLED
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September 26
October 3
Oct 4   Kelley Family  cancelled.
October 10
Oct 11
Oct 12
October 14   I.U.K. Architecture class tour
October 24
Nov 13
Nov. 14
Nov. 15
Nov 21
Nov 22
Nov. 26
Dec. 2
Dec 5
Dec. 13
Dec. 20
Dec. 23   
December 26
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We will address comments regarding the October 27, 2020 effects letter and meeting summary from the November 13, 
2020 Consulting Parties meeting in a separate letter. This letter serves as comments for the two archaeology reports 
received by our office under INDOT’s November 2, 2020 cover letter.
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, 2020

Page 2 

APPENDIX D page 89



Elizabet Biggio
, 2020

Page

APPENDIX D page 90



We will address comments regarding the two archaeology reports submitted to our office in a separate letter. This letter 
serves as comments for the October 27, 2020 effects letter and the meeting summary from the November 13, 2020 
Consulting Parties meeting virtually attended by Danielle Kauffmann and myself from my office. 
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Elizabet Biggio
, 2020

Page 2 
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Project(s): Des No 1900096, 1900097, and 1901797, US 31 Corridor Study, State Road 
28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton Counties, Indiana

 

 The Delaware Nation 
  Historic Preservation Department 
  31064 State Highway 281 
  Anadarko, OK 73005  
  Phone (405)247-2448 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 4:47 PM
To: 'McCord, Beth K'; Kauffmann, Danielle; 'lavella.hyter@robertssettlement.org'; 'Jane Harper'; 

'luke@lightfoot.com'
Cc: Carpenter, Patrick A; SBranigin@indot.IN.gov; Coon, Matthew; Korzeniewski, Patricia J; Miller, Shaun 

(INDOT); Anuradha Kumar; Neal Bennett; Andrea Langille; Beck, Jennifer
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor from State Road 28 

to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797        
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study 
Location: US 31 Limited Access Conversion from State Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, 

Indiana 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), has 
proposed a project on US 31 between Westfield and Kokomo (Des. Nos. 1900096 (lead), 1900097, and 1901797).  

FHWA signed a determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking on January 27, 2021. The “Adverse 
Effect” finding and a draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were transmitted to consulting parties on the same day.  

INDOT has determined the scope of the proposed project requires revision. Therefore, we are requesting consulting parties
cease review of the current “Adverse Effect” finding and draft MOA. Further information regarding project changes will be
forthcoming. 

Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-416-0876 or Kari Carmany-George at FHWA at 
k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov or 317-226-5629.

Thank you in advance, 

Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 |  
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com 

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your 
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
******************************************************************************************** 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Carpenter, Patrick A <PACarpenter@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 8:05 AM
To: thpo@estoo.net; Diane Hunter; lpappenfort@peoriatribe.com; 

Matthew.Bussler@pokagonband-nsn.gov; michael.laronge@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov; 
dkelly@delawarenation-nsn.gov; ethompson@delawarenation-nsn.gov; 
lheady@delawaretribe.org; Erin Paden

Cc: Elizabet Biggio; Dirks, Robert (FHWA); Carmany-George, Karstin (FHWA); Coon, 
Matthew; Korzeniewski, Patricia J; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Branigin, Susan

Subject: FW: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor 
from State Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, Indiana

Dear Consulting Parties, 

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797      
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study 
Location: US 31 Limited Access Conversion from State Road 28 to State Road 931, Hamilton and Tipton counties, 

Indiana 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), has 
proposed a project on US 31 between Westfield and Kokomo (Des. Nos. 1900096 (lead), 1900097, and 1901797).  

FHWA signed a determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking on January 27, 2021. The “Adverse 
Effect” finding and a draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were transmitted to consulting parties on the same day.  

INDOT has determined the scope of the proposed project requires revision. Therefore, we are requesting consulting parties 
cease review of the current “Adverse Effect” finding and draft MOA. Further information regarding project changes will be 
forthcoming. 

Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-416-0876 or Kari Carmany-George at FHWA at 
k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov or 317-226-5629.

Thank you in advance, 

Patrick Carpenter 
Section 106 Specialist, Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
100 N Senate Ave., IGCN- Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2216 
317-416-7960*

*Please note new phone number.
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Where applicable, the use of this form is recommended but not required by the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA). 
(month, day, year) 

For an addendum, provide the following information.

(month, day, year) 

(Company / Institution / Agency) 

(number and street, city, state, and ZIP code) 

(number and street, city, state, and ZIP code) 

(Required) (month, day, year) 
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(Check all that apply.)
Provide explanation / justification.

Provide explanation / justification.

Provide explanation / justification.

(Check all that apply.) 

List the site(s) below.
Describe below.

List sites. 

Describe landforms. 

Describe disturbances. Attach photographs documenting disturbances. 

(hectares) (acres) 

Explain results of fieldwork. 

(Check all that apply.)

(Check all that apply.) 

Pursuant to IC-14-21-1, if any archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or 
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and 29) requires that the discovery must be reported to the Department
of Natural Resources within two (2) business days. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646. 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 10:54 AM
To: 'McCord, Beth K'; Kauffmann, Danielle; 'Joshua Biggs'; 'luke@lightfoot.com'; 

'lavella.hyter@robertssettlement.org'; 'Jane Harper'
Cc: Carpenter, Patrick A; Korzeniewski, Patricia J; Coon, Matthew; SBranigin@indot.IN.gov; Anuradha 

Kumar; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Beck, Jennifer; Andrea Langille; Neal Bennett; kgillette@HNTB.com
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor from State Road 38 

to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana
Attachments: US 31 Corridor_ Des1900096 and 1900097__800.11DistLetter_2021-03-30.pdf

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797        
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study 
Location: US 31 Limited Access Conversion from State Road 38 to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana 

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to proceed 
with a project on US 31 between State Road 38 and 286th Street in Hamilton County (Des. Nos. 1900096 (lead), 1900097, 
and 1901797). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on March 13, 2020. 
Additionally, a letter distributed on July 9, 2020 notified consulting parties that a historic property report was available for 
review and comment. A letter distributed on November 2, 2020 notified consulting parties that archaeology reports were 
available for review and comment. An email notification for the effects letter was sent on October 27, 2020. FHWA signed 
a determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking on January 27, 2021. The original “Adverse Effect” 
finding and a draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were transmitted to consulting parties on the same day. An email 
notification of forthcoming changes to the project scope and requesting consulting parties stop review was sent on 
February 12 and 15, 2021.  

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, an addendum archaeology report has been prepared and 
is ready for review and comment by consulting parties. 

FHWA has signed a revised determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking. In accordance with 36 
CFR 800.4(d), you and the other consulting parties that responded to the early coordination letter are being provided the 
documentation for this finding.  You can view the determination of “Adverse Effect”, addendum archaeology report (Tribes 
only), and a draft MOA, electronically by accessing INDOT’s Section 106 document posting website IN SCOPE at 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (Des. No. 1900096 is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). 
If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request as soon as you can. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment. Tribal 
consulting parties may enter the process at any time and are encouraged to respond to this notification with any 
comments or concerns at their earliest convenience. Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 
317-416-0876 or Kari Carmany-George at FHWA at k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov or 317-226-5629.

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 |  
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Korzeniewski, Patricia J <PKorzeniewski@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 11:08 AM
To: thpo@estoo.net; Diane Hunter; lpappenfort@peoriatribe.com; Matthew.Bussler@pokagonband-

nsn.gov; tonya@shawnee-tribe.com; lheady@delawaretribe.org; dkelly@delawarenation-nsn.gov; 
epaden@delawarenation-nsn.gov

Cc: Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Carpenter, Patrick A; Korzeniewski, Patricia J; Coon, Matthew; Carmany-
George, Karstin (FHWA); Elizabet Biggio

Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor from State Road 38 
to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana

Attachments: US 31 Corridor_ Des1900096 and 1900097__800.11DistLetter_2021-03-30.pdf

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797        
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study 
Location: US 31 Limited Access Conversion from State Road 38 to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana 

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to 
proceed with a project on US 31 between State Road 38 and 286th Street in Hamilton County (Des. Nos. 
1900096 (lead), 1900097, and 1901797). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was 
originally distributed on March 13, 2020. Additionally, a letter distributed on July 9, 2020 notified consulting 
parties that a historic property report was available for review and comment. A letter distributed on November 
2, 2020 notified consulting parties that archaeology reports were available for review and comment. An email 
notification for the effects letter was sent on October 27, 2020. FHWA signed a determination of “Adverse 
Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking on January 27, 2021. The original “Adverse Effect” finding and a draft 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were transmitted to consulting parties on the same day. An email 
notification of forthcoming changes to the project scope and requesting consulting parties stop review was sent 
on February 12 and 15, 2021.  

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, an addendum archaeology report has been 
prepared and is ready for review and comment by consulting parties. 

FHWA has signed a revised determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking. In accordance 
with 36 CFR 800.4(d), you and the other consulting parties that responded to the early coordination letter are 
being provided the documentation for this finding.  You can view the determination of “Adverse Effect”, 
addendum archaeology report (Tribes only), and a draft MOA, electronically by accessing INDOT’s Section 
106 document posting website IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (Des. No. 1900096 
is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond 
to this email with your request as soon as you can. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide 
comment. Tribal consulting parties may enter the process at any time and are encouraged to respond to this 
notification with any comments or concerns at their earliest convenience. Tribal contacts may contact Shaun 
Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-416-0876 or Kari Carmany-George at FHWA at 
k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov or 317-226-5629.

Thank you in advance for your input, 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION AND 

THE INDIANA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
SUBMITTED TO THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PURSUANT TO 36 C.F.R. Section 800.6(b)(iv) 
REGARDING US 31 LIMITED ACCESS CONVERSION FROM SR 38 TO 286th ST. 

IN WASHINGTON, ADAMS, AND JACKSON TOWNSHIPS, 
HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA 

DES. NOs. 1900096 (LEAD), 1900097, 1901797 
 

WHEREAS the Federal Highway Administration ("FHWA") proposes to convert US 31 to a 
limited access highway between State Road (SR) 38 and 286th Street in Washington, Adams, and 
Jackson townships, Hamilton County, Indiana; and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA, in consultation with the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
("Indiana SHPO"), has defined the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th 
Street's area of potential effects (“APE”), as the term is defined in 36 C.F.R. Section 800.16(d), 
to be an irregular corridor along US 31, accounting for viewsheds and for properties which have 
the potential to lose direct access to the US 31 corridor (Appendix B, B2); and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO, has found that Roberts Chapel 
and Cemetery (NR-0882/3102 E. 276th Street), the Hansel Roberts Farm/IHSSI #057-020-05027 
(3059 East 276th Street), the Baker/Johnson/ Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street), the S. 
Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI# 057-667-20003/20820 Lindley Farm Rd.), 
and archaeological sites 12-H-1742, 12-H-1881, 12-H-1882, and 12-H-1883 are within the APE; 
and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO, has determined, pursuant to 36 
C.F.R. Section 800.4(c), that the Hansel Roberts Farm/IHSSI #057-020-05027 (3059 East 276th 
Street), the Baker/Johnson/ Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th Street), and the S. Lindley 
Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI# 057-667-20003/20820 Lindley Farm Rd.), are 
eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (“National Register”); and that 
there is insufficient information to determine if archaeological sites 12-H-1742, 12-H-1881, 12- 
H-1882, and 12-H-1883 are eligible for inclusion in the National Register and these sites must be 
avoided or subjected to further archaeological investigations; 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA and the Indiana SHPO both recognize that Roberts Chapel and 
Cemetery (NR-0882/3102 E 276th Street) is listed in the National Register; and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO, has determined pursuant to 36 
C.F.R. Section 800.5(a) that the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street 
will potentially have an adverse effect on archaeological sites 12-H-1742, 12-H-1881, 12-H- 
1882, and 12-H-1883, if eligible; and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA has consulted with the Indiana SHPO in accordance with Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. § 306108) and the implementing regulations 
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(36 C.F.R. Section 800) to resolve the potential adverse effects to archaeological sites 12-H- 
1742, 12-H-1881, 12-H-1882, and 12-H-1883; and 

 
WHEREAS the public was given an opportunity to comment on the undertaking's adverse effect 
in a notice published on April 21, 2021 in The Times (Hamilton County); and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA has notified the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (“Council”) 
of the adverse effect and invited the Council's participation in the project, pursuant to 36 CFR 
Section 800.6(a)(1), in a letter dated January 28, 2021; and 

 
WHEREAS the Council declined to participate in consultation in a letter dated March 10, 2021; 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO, has invited the Indiana 
Department of Transportation (“INDOT”) to participate in the consultation and to become a 
signatory to this memorandum of agreement; and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO, has invited Indiana Landmarks, 
Roberts Settlement, the Kelley Agricultural Historical Museum, the Delaware Nation, the Miami 
Tribe of Oklahoma, the Forest County Potawatomi Community, and Lightfoot Brothers Farm 
Services to participate in the consultation and to become concurring parties to this memorandum 
of agreement; and 

 
WHEREAS the FHWA has consulted with the Indiana SHPO in accordance with Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f) and the implementing regulations (36 
C.F.R. Part 800) concerning the scope of work as presented in the materials and plans dated 
**(date)** and has agreed to proceed with the project as proposed. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the FHWA and the Indiana SHPO agree that, upon the submission of a 
copy of this executed memorandum of agreement, as well as the documentation specified in 36 
C.F.R. Section 800.11(e) and (f) to the Council pursuant to 36 C.F.R. Section 800.6[b][1][iv] and 
upon the FHWA's approval of the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street, 
the FHWA shall ensure that the following stipulations are implemented in order to take into 
account the effect of the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street on 
historic properties. 

 
STIPULATIONS 

 
FHWA, in coordination with INDOT, shall ensure that the following measures are carried out: 

 
I. PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 
A. In consultation with the Indiana SHPO, INDOT shall ensure that all work 

performed pursuant to this MOA is performed or supervised by a qualified 
individual and/or team(s) that meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards as outlined in 36 C.F.R. 61 for history, archaeology, 
architectural history, architecture, and/or historic architecture, as appropriate. 
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B. The individual and/or team(s) performing or supervising the archaeology 
investigations shall have supervisory experience in the prehistoric and historic 
archaeology of the central Indiana region. All work performed or supervised by 
such person or persons shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of Indiana 
Code 14-21-1, 312 Indiana Administrative Code 21, 312 Indiana Administration 
Code 22, and the most current Guidebook for Indiana Historic Sites and 
Structures Inventory-Archaeological Sites. 

 
II. TREATMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

 
A. Statutory and Regulatory Standards 

 
i. The studies completed pursuant to Stipulation II.D shall demonstrate a 

level of effort consistent with the 36 C.F.R. part 800 regulations in effect 
on the date upon which the last of the required signatories has signed this 
MOA and will provide FHWA with the information to determine, in 
consultation with the Indiana SHPO, which archaeological properties are 
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. FHWA shall acknowledge and seek 
the expertise of any federally recognized Indian Tribes in assessing the 
eligibility of historic properties that may possess religious and cultural 
significance to the Tribes. 

 
ii. In implementing Stipulation II.A through II.F., INDOT may consult with 

the consulting parties listed in Attachment A and others identified in 
accordance with the 36 C.F.R. part 800 regulations in effect on the date 
upon which this MOA is fully executed. 

 
iii. In the event that previously unreported and unanticipated artifacts or 

human remains (including funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of 
cultural patrimony) are found during construction activities, FHWA, in 
coordination with INDOT, will follow the procedures outlined in 
Stipulation III(C) of the Memorandum of Understanding Among the 
FHWA, Indiana SHPO, INDOT, and Federally Recognized Tribes 
Interested in Indiana Lands Regarding Tribal Consultation Requirements 
for the Indiana Federal Transportation Program (“Tribal MOU”, see 
Appendix B). 

 
iv. In accordance with Section 304 of the NHPA and the 36 C.F.R. part 800 

regulations in effect on the date upon which this MOA is fully executed, 
INDOT and/or its consultants shall ensure that sensitive information 
regarding the nature and location of human remains and grave goods, and 
the location, character, and ownership of archaeological sites is kept 
confidential from the public. 

 
v. In ensuring that any human remains and grave goods identified are treated 

in a sensitive, respectful, and careful manner, INDOT shall be guided by 
the Tribal MOU (Appendix B), the Council's "Policy Statement Regarding 
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Treatment of Human Remains and Grave Goods" (February 23, 2007), the 
Native American Graves Protections and Repatriation Act ("NAGPRA") 
regulations set forth in 43 C.F.R. part 10, and other guidelines as 
appropriate. 

 
vi. Modifications to the project which have not previously been subject to 

archaeological identification and evaluation and assessment shall be 
subject to identification and evaluation and assessment per Stipulations 
II.B. and II.C. If FHWA determines that the modifications have the 
potential to cause adverse effects on archaeological resources, then FHWA 
shall treat the archaeological resource in accordance with Stipulation II.E. 

 
B. Any dispute regarding the report(s) shall be resolved in accordance with 

Stipulation Identification & Evaluation 
 

i. Before commencing ground-disturbing activities in a segment of the US 
31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street, INDOT shall 
complete the identification and evaluation of archaeological properties in 
accordance with applicable Federal and State standards and guidelines 
listed in Stipulations I and II.A. 

 
ii. INDOT and/or its consultants shall investigate any additional locations 

where ground-disturbing activities are proposed or where they may occur 
within temporary and permanent right-of-way, where such areas have not 
previously been investigated or have been added due to project 
modifications. 

 
iii. INDOT and/or its consultants shall prepare and distribute a final 

Identification and Evaluation report or reports in accordance with 
Stipulations I and II.A. 

 
iv. Upon completion of the archaeological evaluation, FHWA shall follow the 

procedures set forth in the 36 C.F.R. part 800 regulations in effect on the 
date upon which this MOA is fully executed, which shall include updated 
documentation described in those regulations if it is determined that no 
historic properties shall be affected. 

 
v. If FHWA and the Indiana SHPO agree that no archaeological resources 

identified are NRHP-eligible, then no further action regarding 
archaeological resources is necessary under the terms of this MOA and 
FHWA’s responsibilities under Section 106 are fulfilled. 

 
vi. If FHWA determines that any archaeological site meets NRHP criteria and 

the Indiana SHPO agrees, the archaeological resource shall be considered 
eligible for the NRHP and treated in accordance with Stipulations II.C - 
II.E. 
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vii. If FHWA and the Indiana SHPO do not agree on NRHP eligibility, 
FHWA shall follow the procedures identified in accordance with 
Stipulation III.A. 

 
C. Assessment of Effects 

 
i. In consultation with the Indiana SHPO, Federally-recognized Indian 

Tribes that may ascribe traditional cultural and religious significance to 
affected properties, and other parties whom FHWA deems appropriate, 
FHWA shall determine if the US Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 
to 286th shall adversely affect archeological properties determined eligible 
for inclusion in the NRHP pursuant to the 36 C.F.R. part 800 regulations 
in effect on the date upon which this MOA is fully executed. 

 
ii. If, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO, Federally-recognized Indian 

Tribes that may ascribe traditional cultural and religious significance to 
affected properties, and other parties whom FHWA deems appropriate, 
FHWA determines the project may adversely affect NRHP-eligible 
archeological properties, then FHWA shall make reasonable efforts to 
avoid or minimize the adverse effect. If, after this consultation, FHWA 
determines it is not possible to avoid or minimize adverse effects, then 
FHWA shall treat the archaeological resource in accordance with 
Stipulation II.E. of the MOA. 

 
iii. Any dispute regarding the determination of effects on NRHP-eligible 

archaeological properties shall be resolved in accordance with applicable 
Federal and State standards and guidelines listed in Stipulation III.A. 

 
D. Avoidance/Additional Investigations 

 
i. Consultation with the Indiana SHPO determined there is insufficient 

information regarding archaeological sites 12-H-1742, 12-H-1881, 12-H- 
1882, and 12-H-1883 to determine whether they are eligible for inclusion 
in the NRHP. These sites must be avoided by all project activities. If 
avoidance is not feasible, a plan for Phase II archaeological investigations 
will be submitted to the Indiana SHPO for review and comment. 

 
ii. Consultation with the Indiana SHPO determined the portions of sites 12- 

H-1879, 12-H-1880, 12-H-1885, 12-H-1886, 12-H-1889, and 12-H-1891 
that were identified within the project area during the archaeological 
investigations are not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP and no further 
archaeological investigations are necessary in those portions of the sites 
within the project area. The portions of these sites outside the project area 
(right-of-way) will be clearly marked on project plans and in the field 
prior to any ground disturbance so that they are avoided by all project 
activities. If avoidance is not feasible, a plan for further archaeological 
investigations will be submitted to the Indiana SHPO for review and 
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comment. It is noted that site numbers 12-H-1879 and 12-H-1891 refer to 
the same archaeological resource. 

 
iii. Any archaeological sites determined eligible for the NRHP as a result of 

the investigations specified by the stipulations in section II.B. of this 
document will be avoided by all project activities. If avoidance is not 
feasible, a plan for further archaeological investigations will be submitted 
to the Indiana SHPO for review and comment. 

 
iv. Where avoidance is not possible, all archaeological investigations shall be 

conducted according to applicable Federal and State standards and 
guidelines listed in Stipulations I and II.A. 

 
v. To maximize the opportunity to avoid adverse effects, the required 

archaeological investigations shall be conducted as soon as practicable 
upon securing the appropriate rights to access property. 

 
vi. INDOT, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO and other parties deemed 

appropriate by FHWA, shall take reasonable measures to avoid 
disinterment and disturbance to human remains and grave goods of 
religious and cultural significance to Native Americans, including 
investigations associated with any modifications of the US 31 Limited 
Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street. 

vii. Upon completion of any additional investigations, FHWA shall complete 
the identification and evaluation of archaeological resources for inclusion 
in the NRHP in accordance with applicable Federal and State standards 
and guidelines in consultation with the Indiana SHPO and appropriate 
consulting parties and Federally-recognized Indian Tribes. 

 
E. Treatment 

 
i. If FHWA, in consultation with the Indiana SHPO, Federally-recognized 

Indian Tribes that may ascribe traditional cultural and religious 
significance to affected properties, and other parties whom FHWA deems 
appropriate, determines that an adverse effect cannot be avoided or 
minimized, then FHWA shall develop and implement a Treatment Plan(s), 
as part of the above consultation, to mitigate the adverse effects to an 
archeological resource on a site-by-site basis. The implementation of the 
Treatment Plan(s) must be completed for each site prior to the initiation of 
any construction activities associated with the US 31 Limited Access 
Conversion from SR 38 to SR 286th Street within a segment of the project 
that could affect that site. 
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III. OBJECTION RESOLUTION PROVISION 
 

Disagreement and misunderstanding about how this memorandum of agreement is or is 
not being implemented shall be resolved in the following manner: 

 
A. If the Indiana SHPO or any invited signatory to this memorandum of agreement 

should object in writing to the FHWA regarding any action carried out or 
proposed with respect to the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 
286th Street or implementation of this memorandum of agreement, then the 
FHWA shall consult with the objecting party to resolve this objection. If after 
such consultation the FHWA determines that the objection cannot be resolved 
through consultation, then the FHWA shall forward all documentation relevant to 
the objection to the Council, including the FHWA's proposed response to the 
objection. Within 30 days after receipt of all pertinent documentation, the Council 
shall exercise one of the following options: 

i. Provide the FHWA with a staff-level recommendation, which the FHWA 
shall take into account in reaching a final decision regarding its response 
to the objection; or 

ii. Notify the FHWA that the objection will be referred for formal comment 
pursuant to 36 C.F.R. Section 800.7(c), and proceed to refer the objection 
and comment. The FHWA shall take into account the Advisory Council's 
comments in reaching a final decision regarding its response to the 
objection. 

B. If comments or recommendations from the Council are provided in accordance 
with this stipulation, then the FHWA shall take into account any Council 
comment or recommendations provided in accordance with this stipulation with 
reference only to the subject of the objection. The FHWA's responsibility to carry 
out all actions under the memorandum of agreement that are not the subjects of 
the objection shall remain unchanged. 

 
 

IV. POST-REVIEW DISCOVERY 
 

In the event that one or more historic properties--other than Roberts Chapel and 
Cemetery (NR-0882/3102 E 276th Street), the Hansel Roberts Farm/IHSSI #057-020- 
05027 (3059 East 276th Street), the Baker/Johnson/ Pickett Farmstead (1715 E. 236th 
Street), the S. Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm (IHSSI# 057-667- 
20003//20820 Lindley Farm Rd.), and archaeological sites 12-H-1742, 12-H-1881, 12-H- 
1882, and 12-H-1883 are discovered or that unanticipated effects on historic properties 
are found during the implementation of this memorandum of agreement, the FHWA shall 
follow the procedure specified in 36 C.F.R. Section 800.13, as well as IC 14-21-1-27 and 
IC 14-21-1-29, by stopping work within 100 feet and informing the Indiana SHPO and 
the INDOT Cultural Resources Office of such unanticipated discoveries or effects within 
two (2) business days. Any necessary archaeological investigations will be conducted 
according to the provisions of IC 14-21-1 and 312 IAC 21, and the most current 
Guidebook for Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory – Archaeological Sites. 
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V. AMENDMENT 
 

Any signatory to this memorandum of agreement may request that it be amended, 
whereupon the parties shall consult to consider the proposed amendment. 36 C.F.R. 
800.6(c)(7) shall govern the execution of any such amendment. 

 
VI. TERMINATION 

 
A. If the terms of this memorandum of agreement have not been implemented by 

December 31, 2035, then this memorandum of agreement shall be considered null 
and void. In such an event, the FHWA shall so notify the parties to this 
memorandum of agreement and, if it chooses to continue with the US 31 Limited 
Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street, then it shall reinitiate review of the 
US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street in accordance with 
36 C.F.R. Sections 800.3 through 800.7. 

B. Any signatory to this memorandum of agreement may terminate it by providing 
thirty (30) days notice to the other parties, provided that the parties shall consult 
during the period prior to termination to seek agreement on amendments or other 
actions that would avoid termination. In the event of termination, the FHWA shall 
comply with 36 C.F.R. Sections 800.3 through 800.7 with regard to the review of 
the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street. 

C. In the event that the FHWA does not carry out the terms of this memorandum of 
agreement, the FHWA shall comply with 36 C.F.R. Sections 800.3 through 800.7 
with regard to the review of the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 
286th Street. 

 
The execution of this memorandum of agreement by the FWHA, the Indiana and the SHPO, the 
submission of it to the Council with the appropriate documentation specified in 36 C.F.R. 
Section 800.11(e) and (f), and the implementation of its terms evidence that the FHWA has 
afforded the Council an opportunity to comment on the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from 
SR 38 to 286th Street and its effect on historic properties and that the FHWA has taken into 
account the effects of the US 31 Limited Access Conversion from SR 38 to 286th Street on 
historic properties. 

 
SIGNATORIES (required): 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
INDIANA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

 
INVITED SIGNATORIES: 
INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
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REQUIRED SIGNATORY 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

Digitally signed by Robert E. 
Dirks 

By: _ 
Jermaine R. Hannon, 

Date: 2021.05.18 10:15:41 -04'00' 
Date: 

 

Acting Division Administrator 
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REQUIRED SIGNATORY 

INDIANA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

By:    
Beth McCord, Deputy Director 

Date: 05/13/2021 
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INVITED SIGNATORY 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

By:  
Laura Hilden, Environmental Services Director 

Date: 5/4/2021 
 

NA DEPAR

Laura Hildea
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  PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT 

State of Indiana ) 

) ss: 

Hamilton County ) 

Personally appeared before me, a notary public in and for said county and state, the 

undersigned Tim Timmons who, being duly sworn, says that he is Publisher of The Times 

newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the English language in the city 

of Noblesville in state and county afore-said, and that the printed matter attached hereto is 

a true copy, which was duly published in said paper for 1 time(s), the date(s) of publication 

being as follows: 

4/21/2021

_________________________________ 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21 day of April, 2021. 

My commission expires: 04/27/2022 

Jennifer Rebecca Callis 

Resident of Montgomery County 

Publisher's Fee: $39.85 

Cause #Des1900096  TICKET: 

TL17749 
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We agree with FHWA of “No Historic Properties Affected” regarding the Baker/Johnson/Pickett Farmstead and S. 
Lindley Farm/Thomas Joseph Lindley Farm, and “No Adverse Effect” regarding the Roberts Chapel and Cemetery, 
and Hansel Roberts Farm. 

Accordingly, we concur with FHWA’s March 29, 2021 Section 106 finding of “Adverse Effect” for Archaeology Sites 
12H1742, 12H1881, 12H1882, 12H1883, and this federal undertaking as a whole. Further, we concur that the 
archaeology sites 12H1742, 12H1881, 12H1882, and 12H1883 do not warrant preservation in place. 
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1

Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 9:05 AM
To: Kauffmann, Danielle; 'McCord, Beth K'; 'Joshua Biggs'; 'luke@lightfoot.com'; 

'lavella.hyter@robertssettlement.org'; 'Jane Harper'
Cc: Carpenter, Patrick A; 'Coon, Matthew'; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); SBranigin@indot.IN.gov; Korzeniewski, 

Patricia J; Anuradha Kumar; Beck, Jennifer; Andrea Langille; Neal Bennett; kgillette@HNTB.com
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor from State Road 38 

to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana
Attachments: US 31 Corridor_ Des1900096 and 1900097_Final MOA_2021-05-04.pdf

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797                              
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study 
Location: US 31 Limited Access Conversion from State Road 38 to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana 
                   
The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to proceed 
with a project on US 31 between State Road 38 and 286th Street in Hamilton County (Des. Nos. 1900096 (lead), 1900097, 
and 1901797). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on March 13, 2020. 
Additionally, a letter distributed on July 9, 2020 notified consulting parties that a historic property report was available for 
review and comment. A letter distributed on November 2, 2020 notified consulting parties that archaeology reports were 
available for review and comment. An email notification for the effects letter was sent on October 27, 2020. FHWA signed 
a determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking on January 27, 2021. The original “Adverse Effect” 
finding and a draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were transmitted to consulting parties on the same day. An email 
notification of forthcoming changes to the project scope and requesting consulting parties stop review was sent on 
February 12 and 15, 2021. A revised “Adverse Effect” finding and draft MOA were distributed on March 30, 2021. 
 
As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a revised MOA has been prepared and is ready for review 
and comment by consulting parties. 
 
INDOT has signed the MOA for this Section 106 undertaking. In accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d), you and the other 
consulting parties that responded to the early coordination letter are being provided the revised MOA.  You can also view 
the MOA electronically by accessing INDOT’s Section 106 document posting website IN SCOPE at 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (Des. No. 1900096 is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). 
If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request as soon as you can. 
 
Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment. Tribal 
consulting parties may enter the process at any time and are encouraged to respond to this notification with any 
comments or concerns at their earliest convenience. Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 
317-416-0876 or Kari Carmany-George at FHWA at k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov or 317-226-5629. 
 
Thank you in advance for your input, 
 
Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 |  
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Miller, Shaun (INDOT) <smiller@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 9:31 AM
To: Diane Hunter; 'michael.laronge@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov'; Erin Paden
Cc: Elizabet Biggio; Carpenter, Patrick A; Korzeniewski, Patricia J; Coon, Matthew; Branigin, Susan; 

Carmany-George, Karstin (FHWA)
Subject: FW: FHWA Project: Des. Nos. 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797; US 31 Corridor from State 

Road 38 to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana
Attachments: US 31 Corridor_ Des1900096 and 1900097_Final MOA_2021-05-04.pdf

Des. Nos.: 1900096 (Lead), 1900097, and 1901797        
Project Description: Limited Access Corridor Study
Location: US 31 Limited Access Conversion from State Road 38 to 286th Street, Hamilton County, Indiana

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration, proposes to proceed 
with a project on US 31 between State Road 38 and 286th Street in Hamilton County (Des. Nos. 1900096 (lead), 1900097, 
and 1901797). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on March 13, 2020. 
Additionally, a letter distributed on July 9, 2020 notified consulting parties that a historic property report was available for 
review and comment. A letter distributed on November 2, 2020 notified consulting parties that archaeology reports were 
available for review and comment. An email notification for the effects letter was sent on October 27, 2020. FHWA signed 
a determination of “Adverse Effect” for this Section 106 undertaking on January 27, 2021. The original “Adverse Effect” 
finding and a draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were transmitted to consulting parties on the same day. An email 
notification of forthcoming changes to the project scope and requesting consulting parties stop review was sent on 
February 12 and 15, 2021. A revised “Adverse Effect” finding and draft MOA were distributed on March 30, 2021.

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a revised MOA has been prepared and is ready for review 
and comment by consulting parties.

INDOT has signed the MOA for this Section 106 undertaking. In accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d), you and the other 
consulting parties that responded to the early coordination letter are being provided the revised MOA.  You can also view 
the MOA electronically by accessing INDOT’s Section 106 document posting website IN SCOPE at 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (Des. No. 1900096 is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). 
If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request as soon as you can.

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment. Tribal 
consulting parties may enter the process at any time and are encouraged to respond to this notification with any 
comments or concerns at their earliest convenience. Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 
317-416-0876 or Kari Carmany-George at FHWA at k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov or 317-226-5629.

Thank you in advance for your input,

Shaun Miller
INDOT, Cultural Resources Office
Archaeology Team Lead
(317)416 0876
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Red Flag Investigation  



www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2216 (317) 232-5348 FAX: (317) 233-4929

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner

Date: March 18, 2020

To: Site Assessment & Management
Environmental Policy Office Environmental Services Division
Indiana Department of Transportation
100 N Senate Avenue, Room N642
Indianapolis, IN 46204

From: Ryan L. Scott
Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc.
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300
Indianapolis, IN 46240
rscott@bfsengr.com

Re: RED FLAG INVESTIGATION
DES # 1900096, State Project
US 31 Limited Access Control Project
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931
Adams and Jackson Townships, Hamilton County, Indiana
Cicero, Jefferson, Liberty and Prairie Townships, Tipton County, Indiana

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Brief Description of Project: The Indiana Department of Transportation Greenfield District (INDOT) plans to convert US
31 into a limited access highway between SR 38 in Hamilton County and SR 931 in Tipton County. Portions of the roadway
have already been converted to a limited access highway; however, there are still many segments that need converted.
All existing private drives with access directly to US 31 will be removed and, in select locations, connect to proposed
frontage roads. All existing cross streets to US 31 along the corridor will be analyzed for conversion to either cul de sacs
(east and west of US 31), or new overpasses. At this time, a new overpass is proposed to be constructed to carry 226th

Street over US 31, and new interchanges are proposed the 276th Street and Division Road intersections with US 31.

Bridge and/or Culvert Project: Yes No Structure
If this is a bridge project, is the bridge Historical? Yes No , Select Non Select

Proposed right of way: Temporary # Acres _>50 (estimate) Permanent # Acres _>1,000 (estimate)
Type of excavation: Undetermined depths of excavation will occur for pavement removal at private drives and cross
street approaches to US 31, cul de sac construction, acceleration and deceleration lanes at proposed interchanges,
frontage road construction areas, and abutment and MSE wall construction at proposed overpass bridges.
Maintenance of traffic: Where new overpass bridges are proposed for construction, traffic will be detoured along cross
streets where new overpass bridge construction is proposed. Cross streets that are to be turned into cul de sacs will
experience a permanent traffic alteration. Proposed interchange areas will utilize phased construction to maintain traffic
in both directions along US 31; 276th Street and Division Road will both be temporarily closed at US 31 and detours will
be provided.
Work in waterway: Yes No Below ordinary high water mark: Yes No
Any other factors influencing recommendations: The project description is subject to additional changes as preliminary
design progresses.
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INFRASTRUCTURE TABLE AND SUMMARY

Infrastructure
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items,
please indicate N/A:

Religious Facilities
Total: 3*

1 (2) 1* (3) 1 (5)
Recreational Facilities

1 (1)

Airports1 Total: 2
1 (1) 1 (4)

Pipelines 1 (2)

Cemeteries Total: 10*
1(1) 5 (2) 1 (3) 2*(4) 1 (6)

Railroads 1 (4)

Hospitals
N/A

Trails
Total: 10
9 (1) 1(3)

Schools N/A Managed Lands 1 (1)
1In order to complete the required airport review, a review of public airports within 3.8 miles (20,000 feet) is required.
(#) Segment Number

Explanation:

Segment 1:

Recreational Facilities: One (1) recreational facility is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest facility,
McGregor Park, is located adjacent to the project area. Coordination with the Westfield Washington Twp. / Hamilton Co.
Park Department will occur.

Airports: Although not located within the 0.5 mile search radius, one (1) public use airport, Westfield Airport, is located
within the 3.8 mile (20,000 feet) radius of the project area (3.28 miles southwest of the project area). Coordination with
INDOT Aviation will occur.

Cemeteries: One (1) cemetery is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The cemetery is mapped approximately 0.48
mile west of the project area. No impacts are expected.

Trails: Nine (9) trail segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Seven (7) trail segments are either in or
adjacent to the project area. Six (6) of the trail segments are either potential or planned. McGregor Park Trail is open.
Coordination with The Town of Westfield, Westfield Parks and Recreation Department, and the Hamilton County Plan
Commission will occur.

Managed Lands: One (1) managed land polygon is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. MacGregor Park is located
adjacent to the project area. Coordination with the Westfield Washington Township Parks and Recreation Board will
occur.

Segment 2:

Religious Facilities: One (1) religious facility is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Roberts Chapel is located 0.5
mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.

Pipeline: One (1) pipeline segment is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The pipeline segment, associated with
Marathon Pipeline Co., crosses the project area. Coordination with INDOT Railroads and Utilities will occur.

Cemeteries: Five (5) cemeteries are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest mapped cemetery is located
approximately 0.48 mile west of the project area. No impact is expected.
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Segment 3:

*Religious Facilities: One (1) unmapped religious facility is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. East Union Christian
Church is located in the southeast corner of US 31 and 296th Street. Coordination with East Union Christian Church will
occur.

Cemeteries: One (1) cemetery is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. East Union Cemetery is mapped adjacent to
the project area. Coordination with INDOT Cultural Resource Office will occur.

Trails: One (1) trail segment is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The trail segment labeled, th Street Tipton
Co. Line to Madison Co. is mapped within the project area. This trail is listed as a potential trail. Coordination with
the Hamilton County Plan Commission will occur.

Segment 4:

*Cemeteries: Four (4) cemetery icons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. There are actually two (2) cemeteries
(both cemeteries are marked with two icons). The closest cemetery, Tucker Cemetery (also known as Center Grove
Cemetery), is located adjacent to the west of the project area. A Cemetery Development Plan may be required since this
project is within 100 feet of the cemetery. Coordination with INDOT Cultural Resource Office will occur.

Railroads: One (1) railroad segment is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The segment, associated with Norfolk
Southern Railroad, is in the project area. Coordination with INDOT Railroads and Utilities will occur.

Segment 5:

Religious Facilities: One (1) religious facility is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The Hopewell Church is located
adjacent to the project area. Coordination with the Hopewell Church will occur.

Segment 6:

Cemeteries: One (1) cemetery is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest mapped cemetery is located
approximately 0.41 mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.

WATER RESOURCES TABLE AND SUMMARY

Water Resources
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items,
please indicate N/A:

NWI Points
Total: 8

1 (1) 3 (2) 2 (3)
1 (4) 1 (5)

Canal Routes Historic
N/A

Karst Springs
N/A

NWI Wetlands
Total: 127

28 (1) 23 (2) 22 (3)
20 (4) 21 (5) 13 (6)

Canal Structures Historic
N/A

Lakes
Total: 20

6 (1) 5 (2) 3 (3)
2 (4) 4 (5)

NPS NRI Listed
N/A

Floodplain DFIRM
Total: 16

4 (1) 3 (2) 4 (3)
2 (4) 2 (5) 1 (6)
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NWI Lines
Total: 23

1 (1) 6 (2) 9 (3)
7 (4)

Cave Entrance Density
N/A

IDEM 303d Listed Streams and
Lakes (Impaired)

Total: 19
4 (1) 4 (2) 3 (3)
3 (4) 3 (5) 2 (6)

Sinkhole Areas
N/A

Rivers and Streams
Total: 46

5 (1) 9 (2) 9 (3)
8 (4) 9 (5) 6 (6)

Sinking Stream Basins
N/A

(#) Segment Number

Explanation:

Segment 1:

NWI Points: One (1) NWI Point is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The mapped NWI Point is located
approximately 0.49 mile west of the project area. No impact is expected.

NWI Wetlands: A total of 28 NWI Wetland polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Two (2) wetlands
are located adjacent to the project area, one (1) to the east and one (1) to the west of US 31 approximately 0.72 mile
north of SR 38. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway
Permitting will occur.

Lakes: Six (6) Lake polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest lake is 0.06 mile east of the project
area. No impact is expected.

Floodplains Four (4) floodplain polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The project area is located within
all four (4) of the floodplain polygons. Coordination with INDOT Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

NWI Lines: One (1) NWI line segment is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest mapped NWI line segment
is approximately 0.48 mile southeast of the project area. No impact is expected.

IDEM 303d Listed Streams and Lakes (Impaired): Four (4) 303d Listed Stream and Lake segments are located within the
0.5 mile search radius. Baker Ditch, Hinkle Creek, and Lindy Ditch are located within the project area and are listed for E.
coli. Workers who are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper
hygiene procedures, including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Rivers and Streams: Five (5) stream segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Four (4) of the stream
segments are mapped within the project area. Baker Ditch, Hinkle Creek, and Lindy Ditch cross the project area. AWaters
of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Segment 2:

NWI Points: Three (3) NWI Points are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The mapped NWI Points are located
approximately 0.18 mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.

NWI Wetlands: A total of 23 NWI Wetland polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest NWI
Wetland polygon is mapped approximately 0.03mile west of the project area. AWaters of the US Report will be prepared
and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Lakes: Five (5) Lake polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest lake is 0.08 mile west of the
project area. No impact is expected.
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Floodplains Three (3) floodplain polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The project area is located within
two (2) of the floodplain polygons. Coordination with INDOT Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

NWI Lines: Six (6) NWI Line segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. One (1) NWI line segment is located
within the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and
Waterway Permitting will occur.

IDEM 303d Listed Streams and Lakes (Impaired): Four (4) 303d Listed Stream and Lake segments are located within the
0.5 mile search radius. Bennett Ditch and Little Cicero Creek are located within the project area and are listed for E. coli.
Workers who are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper hygiene
procedures, including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Rivers and Streams: Nine (9) stream segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Bennett Ditch and Little
Cicero Creek are mapped within the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with
INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Segment 3:

NWI Points: Two (2) NWI Points are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest mapped NWI point is located
adjacent to the project area to the west. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES
Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

NWI Wetlands: A total of 22 NWI Wetland polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest NWI
Wetland polygon is mapped adjacent to the west of the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and
coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Lakes: Three (3) Lake polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest lake is 0.07 mile west of the
project area. No impact is expected.

Floodplains Four (4) floodplain polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The project area is located within
two (2) of the floodplain polygons. Coordination with INDOT Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

NWI Lines: Nine (9) NWI Line segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. One (1) NWI line segment is located
within the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and
Waterway Permitting will occur.

IDEM 303d Listed Streams and Lakes (Impaired): Three (3) 303d Listed Stream and Lake segments are located within the
0.5 mile search radius. UNT to Little Cicero Creek and Prairie Creek are located within the project area and are listed for
E. coli. Workers who are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper
hygiene procedures, including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Rivers and Streams: Nine (9) stream segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. An UNT to Little Cicero
Creek and Prairie Creek aremapped within the project area. AWaters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination
with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Segment 4:

NWI Points: One (1) NWI point is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest mapped NWI point is mapped
approximately 0.19 mile west of the project area. No impact is expected.
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NWI Wetlands: A total of 20 NWI Wetland polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest NWI
Wetland polygon is mapped adjacent to the east of the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and
coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Lakes: Two (2) Lake polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest lake is 0.13 mile east of the project
area. No impact is expected.

Floodplains Two (2) floodplain polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The project area is located within
the two (2) floodplain polygons. Coordination with INDOT Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

NWI Lines: Seven (7) NWI Line segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Two (2) NWI line segments are
located within the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and
Waterway Permitting will occur.

IDEM 303d Listed Streams and Lakes (Impaired) Three (3) 303d Listed Stream and Lake segments are located within the
0.5 mile search radius. Cicero and Dixon Creeks are located within the project area and are listed for E. coli. Workers who
are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper hygiene procedures,
including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure. Dixon Creek is also impaired for Impaired Biotic
Communities (IBC) and Nutrients. Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be used to avoid further degradation to the
creek.

Rivers and Streams: Eight (8) stream segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Cicero and Dixon Creeks
are mapped within the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology
and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Segment 5:

NWI Points: One (1) NWI point is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest mapped NWI point is located
adjacent to the project area to the west. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES
Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

NWI Wetlands: A total of 21 NWI Wetland polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest NWI
Wetland polygon is mapped adjacent to the east of the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and
coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Lakes: Four (4) Lake polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest lake is 0.14 mile east of the
project area. No impact is expected.

Floodplains Two (2) floodplain polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The project area is located within
one (1) of the floodplain polygons. Coordination with INDOT Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

IDEM 303d Listed Streams and Lakes (Impaired): Three (3) 303d Listed Stream and Lake segments are located within the
0.5 mile search radius. Buck Creek, Turkey Creek and Broad Creek are located within or directly adjacent to the project
area and are listed for E. coli. Workers who are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate
PPE, observe proper hygiene procedures, including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Rivers and Streams: Nine (9) stream segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Buck Creek, Turkey Creek
and Broad Creek are mapped within the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with
INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.
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Segment 6:

NWI Wetlands: A total of 13 NWI Wetland polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest NWI
Wetland polygon is mapped adjacent to the east of the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and
coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

Floodplains One (1) floodplain polygon is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The project area is located within
the one (1) floodplain polygon. Coordination with INDOT Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

IDEM 303d Listed Streams and Lakes (Impaired) Three (3) 303d Listed Stream and Lake segments are located within the
0.5 mile search radius. Kelly Ditch, Mud Creek and an UNT are located within or directly adjacent to the project area and
are listed for E. coli. Workers who are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE,
observe proper hygiene procedures, including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure. Kelly Ditch is also
impaired for Dissolved Oxygen and Nutrients. BMPs will be used to avoid further degradation to the ditch.

Rivers and Streams: Six (6) stream segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Kelly Ditch, Mud Creek and
an UNT are mapped within the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES
Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur.

URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY SUMMARY: N/A

MINING AND MINERAL EXPLORATION TABLE AND SUMMARY

Mining/Mineral Exploration
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items,
please indicate N/A:

Petroleum Wells
Total: 62

15 (1) 1 (2) 1 (3)
13 (5) 19 (6)

Mineral Resources N/A

Mines Surface N/A Mines Underground N/A
(#) Segment Number

Explanation:

Segment 1:

PetroleumWell: A total of 15 petroleum wells are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Five (5) petroleum wells are
located within or adjacent to the project area. Coordination with IDNR Oil and Gas Division will occur.

Segment 2:

PetroleumWell:One (1) petroleum well are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest mapped well is located
approximately 0.46 mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.

Segment 3:

PetroleumWell: One (1) petroleum well is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest mapped well is located
approximately 0.06 mile west of the project area. No impact is expected.

Segment 5:
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PetroleumWell: A total of 13 petroleum wells are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Four (4) petroleumwells are
located within or adjacent to the project area. Coordination with IDNR Oil and Gas Division will occur.

Segment 6:

PetroleumWell: A total of 19 petroleum wells are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Four (4) petroleumwells are
located within or adjacent to the project area. Coordination with IDNR Oil and Gas Division will occur.

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL CONCERNS TABLE AND SUMMARY

Hazardous Material Concerns
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items,
please indicate N/A:

Superfund N/A Manufactured Gas Plant Sites N/A

RCRA Generator/ TSD N/A Open Dump Waste Sites N/A

RCRA Corrective Action Sites N/A Restricted Waste Sites N/A

State Cleanup Sites 1 (1) Waste Transfer Stations N/A

Septage Waste Sites N/A Tire Waste Sites N/A

Underground Storage Tank (UST)
Sites

Total: 6*
3 (1) 1* (2) 1* (4)

2* (5)

Confined Feeding Operations
(CFO)

Total: 2
1 (5) 1 (6)

Voluntary Remediation Program N/A Brownfields N/A

Construction Demolition Waste N/A Institutional Controls 1 (1)

Solid Waste Landfill N/A NPDES Facilities Total: 13
4 (1) 8 (4) 2 (6)

Infectious/Medical Waste Sites N/A NPDES Pipe Locations Total: 4
2 (1) 1 (4) 1 (6)

Leaking Underground Storage
(LUST) Sites

Total: 5
1 (1) 2 (2) 2 (4)

Notice of Contamination Sites
N/A

(#) Segment Number

Explanation:

Segment 1:

State Cleanup Sites: One (1) State Cleanup Site is located within the 0.10 mile search radius. The site, associated with JAS
Trucking Incorporated (Agency ID No. 23367), is located at the US 31 and 216th Street intersection. According to the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) Virtual file cabinet (VFC) there was a fuel tanker accident
that resulted in a spill of 8,500 gallons of diesel and gasoline on June 27, 2005. OnMay 18, 2006 IDEM issued a No Further
Action (NFA); however, due to close proximity to buried telephone cables, complete excavation was impractical. All
boring samples except for two (2) were within RISC residential default closure limits. The two (2) borings that were above
the RISC residential closure levels are below the RISC industrial closure levels. As a result of the incomplete excavation,
there is likely contamination remaining near or in the right of way (ROW). Coordination will be conducted with IDEM
before future site activities occur.

Underground Storage Tank (UST) Sites: Three (3) UST sites are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. One (1) UST
site, Gas America, 1650 E 236th Street, AI# 21348, is adjacent to the project area. IDEM conducted an Underground
Storage Tank Inspection on January 18, 2019, and the UST site was found to be out of compliance with equipment,
operating, and maintenance requirements set forth in UST Rule 329 IAC 9. Corrective Action was made and
IDEM issued a Return to Compliance letter dated April 12, 2019. No impact is expected.
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McClure Oil Store #65, 21575 US HWY 31 North, Cicero, AI #20847, is located on the southeast corner of US 31 and 216th
Street. IDEM conducted and UST Inspection on January 25, 2017, and the site was found to be out of compliance with
equipment, operating, and maintenance requirements set forth in Indiana's UST Rule 329 IAC 9. This site is further
discussed under the LUST section.

Institutional Controls: One (1) institutional control site is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The institutional
control site, GWPierce Lot 2, 22265 US Hwy 31, AI# 117374, is mapped adjacent to the project area. The site was formerly
the site of an auto parts facility. According to a Phase II investigation, chromium and arsenic were found and low levels
of Naphthalene were slightly above Residential Tap Screening Levels. Coordination will be conducted with IDEM before
further site activities occur. If excavation is planned for this area, a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment is 
recommended. 

NPDES Facilities: Four (4) NPDES facilities are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. One (1) NPDES facility is located
adjacent to the project area.

SPEEDWAY STORE #8028, 1650 E 236th Street, Arcadia, IN (NPDES Permit No. IN0059943), is located adjacent to
the project area. Coordination with Mr. John Helms, Environmental Manager, Speedway LLC, PO Box 1500,
Springfield, Ohio 45501 (jmhelms@speedway.com) is recommended.

NPDES Pipe Locations: Two (2) NPDES pipes are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest NPDES pipe is
mapped adjacent to the project area to the west.

SPEEDWAY STORE #8028, 1650 E 236th Street, Arcadia, IN (NPDES Permit No. IN0059943), has an external outfall
to Hinkle Creek is located adjacent to the west of the project area. Coordination with Mr. John Helms,
Environmental Manager, Speedway LLC, PO Box 1500, Springfield, Ohio 45501 (jmhelms@speedway.com) is
recommended.

Leaking Underground Storage (LUST) Sites: One (1) LUST site is located within the 0.5 mile search radius, and is within 
the project area.

The 31 Car & Truck Plaza site (McClure Oil Store #65), 21575 US HWY 31 N, Cicero, IN, AI #20847, is located at
the southeast corner of US 31 and 216th Street. According to the IDEM VFC, soil and groundwater at the site was
found to be impacted during 1998 underground storage tank removal activities. Assessment, remediation
(natural attenuation) and monitoring activities have occurred at the site since 1999 and the last site remediation
information is from 2007. Coordination with IDEM is recommended to see if additional information is available.
If extensive excavation is necessary in this area, a Phase II Environmental SIte Assessment is recommended.

Segment 2:

*Underground Storage Tank (UST) Sites:One (1) unmapped UST site was observed during a window survey of the project
area. A former gas station site located at 27610 US Highway 31 N, Atlanta, IN 46031 is adjacent to the project area.
According to records found in the IDEM VFC, IDEM conducted a site inspection on November 24, 1997 and noted that
the site was not in service but had extant vent pipes and pumps. IDEM attempted to contact the property owner via a
letter on December 4, 1997 requesting permanent closure. Please see the separate RFI that was prepared under DES
1901797 for additional information.

Leaking Underground Storage (LUST) Sites: Two (2) LUST sites are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Both sites
are located within the project area.

The Virgil H Schwartz site, 25760 N US 31, AI# 19348, is located northwest of US 31 and 256th Street intersection.
According to the No Further Action (NFA) issued by IDEM on March 15, 2007, no contamination remains in the
area surrounding the site or in the ROW. No impact is expected.
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Vigoro Industries, 1770 East 266th Street, AI #17848, is located on the northeast corner of US 31 and 266th
Street. One gasoline UST was removed in December 1994, and over excavation of soil was necessary.
Confirmatory soil sampling indicated that Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) were less than 100 parts per
million (ppm), which was the closure level in effect at the time. No impact is expected.

Segment 4:

*Underground Storage Tank (UST) Sites: There is one (1) unmapped UST site located within the 0.5 mile search radius.

Loves Travel Stop 710, 1875 Campbell Crossing, AI# 118898, is located adjacent to the northwest of the SR 28 /
US 31 interchange.  The site has 10 USTs installed in 2019.  This area will not be impacted by the proposed project.

NPDES Facilities: Eight (8) NPDES facilities are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest NPDES Facility is 
within the project area and was issued to INDOT; however, the permit expires on March 2, 2020.  No impact is expected. 
The next nearest NPDES Facility, Travel Stops and Country Store, is located adjacent to the project area to the
west. This area will not be impacted by the proposed project.

NPDES Pipe Locations:One (1) NPDES pipe is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest NPDES pipe is mapped
approximately 0.12 mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.

Leaking Underground Storage (LUST) Sites: Two (2) LUST sites are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Two (2) LUST
sites are within the project area.

Marathon, 1983 S US 31, AI# 58990. According to the No Further Action (NFA) issued by IDEM on April 28,
2014, no contamination remains in the area surrounding the site or in the right of way. This site is located with
an area that was reconstructed as part of the US 31 / SR 28 interchange project in 2016 2017 and will not be
impacted by the proposed project.

Gas, 2025 N US 31, AI# 60831. According to Virtual File Cabinet, the LUST at this location was
closed on September 28, 2015. This site is located with an area that was reconstructed as part of the US 31 / SR
28 interchange project in 2016 2017 and will not be impacted by the proposed project.

Segment 5:

Underground Storage Tank (UST) Sites: Two (2) unmapped UST sites are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. A
former gas station site located at 1446 N. US 31 was observed as being adjacent to the project area during a window
survey. No records of this site could be found on the IDEM VFC. A Phase II Environmental Site Assessment is
recommended.

A residential property, 2681 North US 31, is located on the east side of US 31, approximately 0.28 mile south of CR 300
North. A Seller�s Residential Real Estate Sales Disclosure document dated August 1, 2018 indicates that there is an existing
underground storage tank on the property that was used to store diesel. See attached disclosure statement. A Phase II
Environmental Site Assessment is recommended.

Confined Feeding Operations (CFO): One (1) confined feeding operation is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The
confined feeding operation is located 0.43 mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.

Segment 6:

Confined Feeding Operations (CFO): One (1) confined feeding operation is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The
confined feeding operation is located 0.48 mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.
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NPDES Facilities: Two (2) NPDES Facilities are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The NPDES facility, Functional
Devices, NPDES Permit No. INR10J514, is located adjacent to the east of the project area. Coordination with Aperture
LLC, PO Box 2798, Kokomo, IN 46904, is recommended.

NPDES Pipe Locations:One (1) NPDES pipe is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest NPDES pipe is mapped
approximately 0.11 mile east of the project area. No impact is expected.

ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION SUMMARY

The Hamilton County and Tipton County listings of the Indiana Natural Heritage Data Center information on endangered,
threatened, or rare (ETR) species and high quality natural communities is attached with ETR species highlighted. A
preliminary review of the Indiana Natural Heritage Database by INDOT Environmental Services did not indicate the
presence of ETR species. Coordination with USFWS and IDNR will occur.

A review of the USFWS database did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species in or within 0.5 mile of the
project area. The project area is located along a corridor consisting primarily of mixture of residential, commercial and
agricultural land parcels. The range wide programmatic consultation for the Indiana bat and Northern long eared bat
will be completed according to the most recent the IPaC System for Listed Bat Consultation for INDOT

An inquiry using the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website did not indicate the presence of
the federally endangered species, the Rusty Patch Bumble Bee, in or within 0.5 mile of the project area. No impact is
expected.

RECOMMENDATIONS SECTION

INFRASTRUCTURE:

Segment 1:

Airports: One (1) public use airport, Westfield Airport, is located 3.28 miles southwest of the project area. Coordination
with INDOT Aviation will occur.

Recreational Facilities:MacGregor Park located adjacent to the east of the project area. Coordination with the Westfield
Washington Twp. / Hamilton Co. Park Department will occur.

Trails: Seven (7) trail segments are either in or adjacent to the project area. Five (5) of the trail segments are either
potential or planned. McGregor Park Trail is open. Coordination with The Town of Westfield, Westfield Parks and
Recreation Department, and the Hamilton County Plan Commission will occur.

Managed Lands: MacGregor Park is located directly adjacent to the project area to the east. Coordination with the
Washington Township Parks and Recreation Board will occur.

Segment 2:

Pipeline: One (1) pipeline segment, associated with Marathon Pipeline Co., crosses the project area. Coordination with
INDOT Railroads and Utilities will occur.

Segment 3:

Religious Facilities: East Union Christian Church is located in the southeast corner of US 31 and 296th Street.  Coordination 
with East Union Christian Church will occur.

Cemeteries: East Union Cemetery is adjacent to the project area. Coordination with INDOT Cultural Resource Office will
occur.
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Trails: The 296th Street Tipton Co. Line to Madison Co. Line trail is a potential trail within the project area. Coordination
with the Hamilton County Plan Commission will occur.

Segment 4:

Cemeteries: One (1) cemetery, Tucker Cemetery (also known as Center Grove Cemetery) is adjacent to the west of the
project area. Coordination with INDOT Cultural Resource Office will occur.

Railroads: One (1) railroad segment, associated with Norfolk Southern Railroad, is located in the project area.
Coordination with INDOT Utilities and Railroads will occur.

Segment 5:

Religious Facilities: The Hopewell Church is located adjacent to the project area. Coordination with the Hopewell Church
will occur.

WATER RESOURCES:

The presence of the following water resources will require the preparation of a Waters of the US Report and coordination
with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting.

Segment 1:
Two (2) wetland polygons, one (1) to the east and one (1) to the west approximately 0.72 mile north of SR 38, are located
adjacent to the project area.
Baker Ditch, Hinkle Creek and Lindy Ditch are located within the project area.
Four (4) floodplain polygons are located within the project area (coordination only).
Baker Ditch, Hinkle Creek and Lindy Ditch are located within the project area and are listed for E. coli. Workers who are
working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper hygiene procedures,
including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Segment 2:
One (1) wetland polygon is located 0.03 mile west of the project area.
One (1) wetland line segment is located within the project area.
Bennett Ditch and Little Cicero Creek are located within the project area.
Two (2) floodplain polygon are located within the project area (coordination only).
Bennett Ditch and Little Cicero Creek are located within the project area and are listed for E. coli. Workers who are
working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper hygiene procedures,
including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Segment 3:
One (1) wetland polygon is located adjacent to the project area.
Two (1) wetland point is located adjacent to the project area to the west.
One (1) wetland line segment is located within the project area.
UNT to Little Cicero Creek and Prairie Creek located within the project area.
Two (2) floodplain polygons are located within the project area (coordination only).
UNT to Little Cicero Creek and Prairie Creek are located within the project area and are listed for E. coli. Workers who are
working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper hygiene procedures,
including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Segment 4:
One (1) wetland polygon is located adjacent to the east of the project area.
Two (2) wetland line segments are located adjacent to the project area.
Cicero Creek and Dixon Creek are mapped within the project area.
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Cicero Creek and Dixon Creek segments are located adjacent to the project area and are listed for E. coli. Workers who
are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper hygiene procedures,
including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure. Dixon Creek is also listed for Impaired Biotic Communities
and Nutrients. Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be used to avoid further degradation to the creek.

Segment 5:
One (1) wetland polygon is located adjacent to the project area to the east.
One (1) wetland point is located adjacent to the west of project area.
Buck Creek, Turkey Creek and Broad Creek are mapped within the project area.
One (1) floodplain polygon is located within the project area (coordination only).
Buck Creek, Turkey Creek, and Broad Creek are located within or directly adjacent to the project area and are listed for
E. coli. Workers who are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper
hygiene procedures, including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure.

Segment 6:
One (1) wetland polygon is located adjacent to the east of the project area.
One (1) floodplain polygon is located within the project area (coordination only).
Mud Creek, Kelley Ditch and an UNT are mapped adjacent to or within the project area.
Mud Creek, Kelley Ditch and an UNT are located within or directly adjacent to the project area and are listed for E. coli.
Workers who are working in or near water with E. coli should take care to wear appropriate PPE, observe proper hygiene
procedures, including regular hand washing, and limit personal exposure. Kelly Ditch is also impaired for Dissolved Oxygen 
and Nutrients.  BMPs will be used to avoid further degradation to the ditch.

URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY: N/A

MINING /MINERAL EXPLORATION:

Segment 1:

Petroleum Well: Five (5) petroleum wells are located within or adjacent to the project area. Coordination with IDNR Oil
and Gas Division will occur.

Segment 5:

PetroleumWell: Four (4) petroleum wells are located within or adjacent to the project area. Coordination with IDNR Oil
and Gas Division will occur.

Segment 6:

PetroleumWell: Four (4) petroleum wells are located within or adjacent to the project area. Coordination with IDNR Oil
and Gas Division will occur.

HAZMAT CONCERNS:

Segment 1:

State Cleanup Sites: One (1) State Cleanup Site is located within the 0.10 mile search radius. The site, associated with JAS
Trucking Incorporated (Agency ID No. 23367), is located at the US 31 and 216th Street intersection. According to the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) Virtual file cabinet (VFC) there was a fuel tanker accident
that resulted in a spill of 8,500 gallons of diesel and gasoline on June 27, 2005. OnMay 18, 2006 IDEM issued a No Further
Action (NFA); however, due to close proximity to buried telephone cables, complete excavation was impractical. All
boring samples except for two (2) were within RISC residential default closure limits. The two (2) borings that were above
the RISC residential closure levels are below the RISC industrial closure levels. As a result of the incomplete excavation,
there is likely contamination remaining near or in the right of way (ROW). Coordination will be conducted with IDEM
before future site activities occur.
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Institutional Controls: GW Pierce Lot 2, 22265 US Hwy 31, AI# 117374, is located adjacent to the project area. The site
was formerly the site of an auto parts facility. According to a Phase II investigation, chromium and arsenic were found
and low levels of Naphthalene were slightly above Residential Tap Screening Levels. Coordination will be conducted with
IDEM before further site activities occur. If excavation is planned for this area, a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment
is recommended.

NPDES Facilities: SPEEDWAY STORE #8028, 1650 E 236th Street, Arcadia, IN (NPDES Permit No. IN0059943), is located
adjacent to the project area. Coordination with Mr. John Helms, Environmental Manager, Speedway LLC, PO Box 1500,
Springfield, Ohio 45501 (jmhelms@speedway.com) is recommended.

NPDES Pipe Locations: Two (2) NPDES pipes are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The closest NPDES pipe is
mapped adjacent to the project area to the west. SPEEDWAY STORE #8028, 1650 E 236th Street, Arcadia, IN (NPDES
Permit No. IN0059943), has an external outfall to Hinkle Creek is located adjacent to the west of the project area.
Coordination with Mr. John Helms, Environmental Manager, Speedway LLC, PO Box 1500, Springfield, Ohio 45501
(jmhelms@speedway.com) is recommended.

Leaking Underground Storage (LUST) Sites: The 31 Car & Truck Plaza site (McClure Oil Store #65), 21575 US HWY 31 N,
Cicero, IN, AI #20847, is located at the southeast corner of US 31 and 216th Street. According to the IDEM VFC, soil and
groundwater at the site was found to be impacted during 1998 underground storage tank removal activities. Assessment,
remediation (natural attenuation) and monitoring activities have occurred at the site since 1999 and the last site
remediation information is from 2007. Coordination with IDEM is recommended to see if additional information is
available. If extensive excavation is necessary in this area, a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment is recommended.

Segment 2:

Underground Storage Tank (UST) Sites:One (1) unmapped UST site was observed during a window survey of the project
area. A former gas station site located at 27610 US Highway 31 N, Atlanta, IN 46031 is adjacent to the project area.
According to records found in the IDEM VFC, IDEM conducted a site inspection on November 24, 1997 and noted that
the site was not in service but had extant vent pipes and pumps. IDEM attempted to contact the property owner via a
letter on December 4, 1997 requesting permanent closure. Please see the separate RFI that was prepared under DES
1901797 for additional information.

Segment 5:

Underground Storage Tank (UST) Sites: A former gas station site located at 1446 N. US 31 was observed as being
adjacent to the project area during a window survey. No records of this site could be found on the IDEM VFC. A Phase II
Environmental Site Assessment is recommended.

A residential property, 2681 North US 31, is located on the east side of US 31, approximately 0.28 mile south of CR 300
North. A Seller�s Residential Real Estate Sales Disclosure document dated August 1, 2018 indicates that there is an existing
underground storage tank on the property that was used to store diesel. See attached disclosure statement. A Phase II
Environmental Site Assessment is recommended.

Segment 6:

NPDES Facilities: Functional Devices, NPDES Permit No. INR10J514, is located adjacent to the east of the project area.
Coordination with Aperture LLC, PO Box 2798, Kokomo, IN 46904, is recommended.

ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION:

Coordination with USFWS and IDNR will occur. The range wide programmatic consultation for the Indiana bat and
Northern long eared bat will be completed according to the most recent the IPaC System for Listed Bat
Consultation for INDOT
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

INDOT Environmental Services concurrence: (Signature)

Prepared by:
Ryan L. Scott
Director of Environmental Services
Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc.

Graphics:

A map for each report section with a 0.5 mile search radius buffer around all project area(s) showing all items identified
as possible items of concern is attached. If there is not a section map included, please change the YES to N/A:

SITE LOCATION: YES
INFRASTRUCTURE: YES
WATER RESOURCES: YES
URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY: N/A
MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION: YES
HAZMAT CONCERNS: YES
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Red Flag Investigation - Infrastructure 1
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Red Flag Investigation - Infrastructure 2
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096
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- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 

 UTM Zone 16 N     NAD83

0.4 0 0.40.2
Miles 0 Religious Facility

®v Hospital

nm School

_ Recreation Facility

Pipeline

Railroad

Trails

County Boundary

Project Area

Half Mile Radius

Managed Lands

Ý Cemeteries

p Airport
Toll

Interstate

State Route

US Route

Local Road

Appendix E page 24



£¤

W 500 S

286TH ST

296TH ST

W 450 S

281ST ST

400 S

W 400 S

º

Red Flag Investigation - Infrastructure 3
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
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Red Flag Investigation - Infrastructure 4
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096
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 Information Office Library
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(www.indianamap.org) 

 UTM Zone 16 N     NAD83

0.4 0 0.40.2
Miles 0 Religious Facility

®v Hospital

nm School

_ Recreation Facility

Pipeline

Railroad

Trails

County Boundary

Project Area

Half Mile Radius

Managed Lands

Ý Cemeteries

p Airport
Toll

Interstate

State Route

US Route

Local Road

Appendix E page 26



£¤

200 N

W 300 N

W 100 N

W 375 N

W 350 N

W 125 N

º

Red Flag Investigation - Infrastructure 5
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Infrastructure 6
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Water Resources 1
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
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Red Flag Investigation - Water Resources 2
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Water Resources 3
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Water Resources 4
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096
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Red Flag Investigation - Water Resou ces 5
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Water Resources 6
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Mining/Mineral Exploration 1
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 

 UTM Zone 16 N   NAD83

0.4 0 0.40.2
Miles

333Mine - Surface

County Boundary

Half Mile Radius

Project Area

B B B

B B BMine - 
Underground

Interstate

State Route

US Route

Local Road

Toll

Mineral Resources

!/ Oil and Gas Wells

Appendix E page 35



!/

!/ !/

!/

!/

!/

£¤

276TH ST

266TH ST

246TH T

246TH ST

241ST ST

ARTHUR RD/271ST E

º

Red Flag Investigation - Mining/Mineral Exploration 2
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Mining/Mineral Exploration 3
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Mining/Mineral Exploration 4
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Mining/Mineral Exploration 5
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Mining/Mineral Exploration 6
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Hazardous Material Concerns 1
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

This map is intended to serve as an aid in graphic 
representation only. This information is not warranted 
for accuracy or other purposes.

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Hazardous Material Concerns 2
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

This map is intended to serve as an aid in graphic 
representation only. This information is not warranted 
for accuracy or other purposes.

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Hazardous Material Concerns 3
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

This map is intended to serve as an aid in graphic 
representation only. This information is not warranted 
for accuracy or other purposes.

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Hazardous Material Concerns 4
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

This map is intended to serve as an aid in graphic 
representation only. This information is not warranted 
for accuracy or other purposes.

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 
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Red Flag Investigation - Hazardous Material Concerns 5
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

This map is intended to serve as an aid in graphic 
representation only. This information is not warranted 
for accuracy or other purposes.

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 

 UTM Zone 16 N     NAD83

0.5 0 0.50.25
Miles

Interstate

State Route

US Route

Local Road

Toll

County Boundary

Half Mile Radius

Project Area

Institutional Controls

P

!. Septage Waste Site
MP Restricted Waste Site

![ Superfund

:9 Solid Waste Landfill

_̀ State Cleanup Site

!A Waste Transfer Station

$# Underground Storage Tank

SR RCRA Generator/TSD

WV Voluntary Remediation Program

Tire Waste Site

Notice_Of_Contamination

kj Brownfield

!& Confined Feeding Operation

XW Construction/Demolition Site

.- Leaking Underground Storage Tank

!@ Manufactured Gas Plant

!< Open Dump Waste Site

A@ NPDES Facilites

O NPDES Pipe Locations

A@ RCRA Corrective Action Sites

"E$ Infectious/Medical Waste Site

Appendix E page 45



¬«

£¤

600 N

W 550 N

W 450 N

400 N

COUNTY LINE RD

W 525 N

JANE ST

GLEN MOOR WAY

VINE ST

HALL ST

CANDY LN

º

Red Flag Investigation - Hazardous Material Concerns 6
US 31 Corridor from SR 38 to SR 931

Hamilton County and Tipton County, Indiana
Des. No. 1900096

This map is intended to serve as an aid in graphic 
representation only. This information is not warranted 
for accuracy or other purposes.

 - Obtained from the State of Indiana Geographical
 Information Office Library

- Obtained from Indiana Map Framework Data
(www.indianamap.org) 

 UTM Zone 16 N     NAD83

0.5 0 0.50.25
Miles

Interstate

State Route

US Route

Local Road

Toll

County Boundary

Half Mile Radius

Project Area

Institutional Controls

P

!. Septage Waste Site
MP Restricted Waste Site

![ Superfund

:9 Solid Waste Landfill

_̀ State Cleanup Site

!A Waste Transfer Station

$# Underground Storage Tank

SR RCRA Generator/TSD

WV Voluntary Remediation Program

Tire Waste Site

Notice_Of_Contamination

kj Brownfield

!& Confined Feeding Operation

XW Construction/Demolition Site

.- Leaking Underground Storage Tank

!@ Manufactured Gas Plant

!< Open Dump Waste Site

A@ NPDES Facilites

O NPDES Pipe Locations

A@ RCRA Corrective Action Sites

"E$ Infectious/Medical Waste Site

Appendix E page 46



  






 




     

     

    

   

     

     

     

    

     

     

    

     

    


    


    

    


     

     


    

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

   


    

    


    

    

     







 
 


 


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