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SHAKAMAK
STATE PARK

Shakamak State Park 
6265 W. S.R. 48 
Jasonville, IN 47438

(812) 665-2158

on.IN.gov/shakamaksp

shakamaksp@dnr.IN.gov

on.IN.gov/stateparks

WELCOME TO SHAKAMAK  STATE PARK

THE PARK STORY

This story is one of ancient swamps, industry, 
restoration, and competitive sports. 

Shakamak’s bedrock formed more than 300 
million years ago when this area was covered in 
swamps. Their decaying vegetation accumulated 
into thick layers that eventually formed coal. 

The original landscape was covered by oak-
hickory forests, small creeks, and patches of 
prairie bisected by Big Branch Creek. 

Shakamak rests within the homeland of the 
Myaamia (Miami). Other tribes in the region 
included the Lenape (Delaware) and Kickapoo. In 
the early 1800s, they were forcibly removed, and 
the land was opened for European settlement. 
Soon after, coal was discovered in the region. 

During the early 1900s, two mines operated in 
what is now Shakamak State Park, employing 
hundreds. By 1913, both had been abandoned. 

In the 1920s, Clay, Sullivan, and Greene counties 
proposed establishing a new state park. Funds 
were raised by selling bonds and levying a tax. 
Shakamak was dedicated in 1929. 

The first of the park’s lakes created was 56-acre 
Lake Shakamak. Using an abandoned railroad bed 
as the dam, the lake was completed in time for the 
park’s opening. 

In 1933, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
took up residence, planting trees, sealing mine 
shafts, and building roads. Many of the park’s 
brick and timber structures are works of the CCC. 

In 1934, Lake Shakamak hosted its first swim 
meet. This led to a national swim meet. Later a 
swimming platform, diving tower, and swimming 
lanes were installed, and by 1938, Shakamak was 
hosting the Olympic swimming trials. 

Today, whether you visit for a day of fishing, 
swimming in the pool, hiking, or a longer stay 
in the campgrounds, cabins, or group camp, 
Shakamak State Park has something for everyone.

RULES & REGULATIONS

•  Please obey all property rules & regulations. 

on.IN.gov/INStateParksRules

 HIKING TRAILS

• For safety, please stay on marked trails.  
• Bicycles prohibited on hiking trails.

TRAIL & DESCRIPTION DISTANCE DIFFICULTY
Trail 1 3.95 mi. Moderate
Begins and ends near the pool and follows the 
shoreline of Lake Shakamak. Waterfowl and 
shore birds sightings are common.

Trail 2 1.5 mi. Moderate
Joins with Trail 1 east of the pool parking lot 
and proceeds through an oak forest and pine 
plantings, past an abandoned coal mine and 
returns to Trail 1, south of the group camp.

Trail 3 1.4 mi. Moderate
Traverses oak woods along the north shore of 
Lake Lenape, to the saddle barn. Native white-
tailed deer have been observed on this trail.

Trail 4 1.6 mi. Moderate
Joins with Trail 3. Goes through oak trees and 
pines. Bridges and stairs add to the beauty. This 
trail takes you out to the campground.

Trail 5 2.2 mi. Moderate
Hike the scenic shore and dam of Lake Kickapoo. 
Take in the beautiful aquatic view of the lake 
while watching waterfowl and shore birds.

 BIKE/HIKE TRAILS

• For safety, please stay on marked trails.  
TRAIL & DESCRIPTION DISTANCE DIFFICULTY
Trail 6 1.08 mi. Easy
Multi-use trail for hiking or biking. There are no 
bridges or stair structures. Trail winds through 
oak and pine forest.

Trail 7 1.6 mi. Easy
Multi-use trail for hiking or biking. There are no 
bridges or stair structures. Trail winds through 
oak and pine forest. Native white-tailed deer have 
been observed on trail.

DNR PROPERTIES NEARBY

• Find more DNR properties at on.IN.gov/recfinder. 

HILLENBRAND FISH & WILDLIFE AREA
boating, boat ramps, dog training areas, fishing, 
hunting, trapping, wildlife watching
REDBIRD STATE RECREATION AREA
ORV recreation, boating, fishing, hiking, mountain 
biking, picnic area, shelter house, trapping

TRUE TALES

•  ETYMOLOGY FEATURE: The word Shakamak is a 
Kickapoo word meaning “long fish,” a reference 
to the freshwater eels found in the nearby Eel 
and Wabash rivers. 

•  HISTORY FEATURE: Several 1930s Olympic 
swimmers who competed at Shakamak went 
on to become movie stars, including Esther 
Williams, Buster Crabbe (who played Flash 
Gordon), and Johnny Weissmuller (who played 
Tarzan). 

•  CULTURAL FEATURE: Since 1946, Shakamak State 
Park has hosted Indiana’s 4-H camp.

FRIENDS GROUP

Friends of Shakamak State Park
Join Friends of Shakamak State Parks to 

develop projects that help preserve and promote 
cultural and natural heritage. For information, visit:

on.IN.gov/INStateParksFriends

ACTIVITIES & FACILITIES

• Look for these icons on the map. 
BOAT LAUNCH: Privately owned boats may be 
launched on any of the three lakes during the 
recreation season. Only electric trolling 
motors, powered by no more than two 12-volt 
batteries, allowed. Launch permit required. 
BOAT RENTAL: Hourly or daily rental. Boat rental 
is handled at the front gate during the 
recreation season.
CAMPING: Flush toilets, hot water and 
showers, plus accessible accommodations. 
Occupancy limited to 14 consecutive nights. 
Some sites will accommodate both tents and 
trailers. Electricity is available at campsites. 
Water is accessible at different locations 
throughout the campground. Make 
reservations at camp.IN.gov.
CAMP STORE: Open seasonally.

FAMILY CABINS: Some cabins may be rented 
April through October, some available year-
round. Occupancy limited to 14 consecutive 
nights. Cabins may not be rented to anyone 
under age 21, except when accompanied by 
a responsible adult. Make reservations at 
camp.IN.gov.
FISHING: Shakamak is well-known for fishing 
and offers three lakes totaling more than 400 
acres. State fishing license required. All 
Indiana fishing laws are in effect. Online 
licenses available at IndianaOutdoor.IN.gov.
GROUP CAMP: Designed for organized groups 
under adult supervision, will accommodate 
270 persons and is equipped with a kitchen, 
dining hall and modern restroom facilities. 
Make reservations at camp.IN.gov.
HIKING: Several miles of trails through the 
wooded areas and along the lake shores.
PICNIC AREA: Tables, grills, restrooms, 
playground equipment and playfields. 
Make reservations at camp.IN.gov.
SPORTS COURTS: Two double courts on a 
first-come, first-served basis, located at the 
playground picnic area near the family cabins. 
A single basketball court is located in the 
camping overflow parking.
SWIMMING: Swimming is permitted only when 
lifeguard is on duty. Pool/slide and bathhouse 
open Saturday before Memorial Day through 
Labor Day.

DISCOVER • CHALLENGE • EXPLORE
HOOSIER QUEST-Pin & Patch Program
Each state park offers you the opportunity to 
complete tasks to earn a patch or property pin.

on.IN.gov/hoosierquest

BOOK YOUR STAY • RESERVE TODAY
GET OUT and 
GO CAMPING
Call or go online 
to make your 
reservation for 
all types of 
• Camping
• Family Cabins
• Shelters
Includes state parks, 
reservoirs and forests.

1-866-6campIN 
(1-866-622-6746)

camp.IN.gov

STAY IN at a 
STATE PARK INN
Call or go online 
to make your 
reservation  
for a(n) 
• State Park Inn
• Inns-managed Cabin
Seven State Parks include 
Inns: Brown County, Clifty Falls, 
Fort Harrison, McCormick’s 
Creek, Spring Mill, Turkey Run 
and Pokagon.

1-877-lodges1 
(1-877-563-4371)

IndianaInns.com

For a full list of events, visit
interpretiveservices.IN.gov

Please carry out all trash you 
produce to help keep the property 
clean and beautiful for all to enjoy!

FOLLOW US

Subscribe to Outdoor Indiana magazine today, 
Visit OutdoorIndiana.org or call 317-233-3046.

The programs, services, facilities, and activities of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources are 
available to everyone. DNR prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
sex, or disability. If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Department of Natural 
Resources, Executive Office, 402 W. Washington Street, W256, Indianapolis, IN 46204, (317) 232-4020. ©
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