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Section 04: Preparing the Child for Guardianship or Adoption

Children need caring adults. These adults should support the child’s permanency plan and help
the child reach permanency. They should also let the child know that their questions and
feelings are normal and okay.

The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) works with the resource parent and helps the
child get ready for the guardianship or adoption process.

DCS will communicate with the resource parent. DCS will include the resource parent in
planning and carrying out the guardianship or adoption process.

DCS will support the resource parent’s choice to seek guardianship or adoption (if it applies).
This support will happen if DCS agrees it is best for the child.

IC 31-9-2-49: “Guardian"

IC-31-9-2-99.2: “Prospective adoptive parent”

IC 31-19-2-2 Adoption of minor child; petition; venue; substituting petitioner

IC 31-19-2-15 Information provided to current foster parent and prospective adoptive
parent; explanation of information; signature

e 45 CFR 1355.34: Criteria for determining substantial conformity
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https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31#31-9-2-49
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31#31-9-2-99.2
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31#31-19-2-2
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31#31-19-2-15
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/31#31-19-2-15
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title45-vol5/xml/CFR-2019-title45-vol5-sec1355-34.xml

