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What are Snapshots? 

Snapshots are read-only copies of a cost estimate which can be used to document the 

variations in an estimate throughout project development.  

Working with Snapshots  

To find, view, or create snapshots in AASHTOWare Project Estimation, navigate to the Cost 

Estimate Summary page for your specific project. Snapshots store read-only audit trails of 

your cost data (including quantities, unit prices, and estimates) across di'erent milestones 

and design phases.  

System-Generated Snapshots 

Snapshots will be automatically captured when an “Estimate Stage” phase is changed to 

any phase name that includes “End”. These will automatically appear in your snapshot 

history when a major event (such as a milestone phase transition) takes place. 

 



 

 

Tip: Be sure to hit “Save” after changing the estimate stage 

 

To check your Snapshots, navigate to the Cost Estimate Summary, then click on the 

Component Actions Menu. The drop-down menu will feature a “Snapshots” option, shown 

below: 

  

Tip: The snapshot may take a few seconds to populate. If you’re looking at the Cost 

Estimate Snapshot overview and don’t see a new snapshot, try refreshing the screen. 

 



 

 

Manually-Generated Snapshots 

If you want to create your own snapshot (i.e., after an entire price refresh or before making 

"what-if" parameter changes), follow the instructions below: 

1. Open the active cost estimate. 

2. Open the Component Actions Menu (white carrot in top right corner of the screen). 

 

3. Select Create Snapshot. 

4. Enter a description for the snapshot, including the reason (i.e. "STG2 Design 

Milestone") and the date. 

 

5. Select a Snapshot Reason from the dropdown menu on the right. 



 

 

 

6. If desired, you can attach a remark to the Snapshot. Attach a remark by selecting a 

Type from the dropdown menu on the left, and typing in a remark on the right. 

 

You can find and manage Snapshots using the steps below: 

 

How to Find & View Existing Snapshots 

1. Search and select your desired cost estimate from the Cost Estimates Overview or 

Concept screen. 

2. Open the Component Actions Menu (white carrot in top right corner of the screen). 



 

 

 

3. Click “Snapshots” 

4. Click on the snapshot you want to view. This will open a read-only historical version 

of your estimate.  


