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STATE OF INDIANA
_______________________________________ COURT

In The Matter Of 						 
_______________________				CASE NO. ___________________
A Child in Need of Services
	
[bookmark: C10_04]DISPOSITIONAL ORDER

The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) appears by counsel _____________, and by (Family Case Manager)(Intake Officer) __________________, and the child __________________ (appears in person) (is excluded for good cause shown upon the record).  The parent(s) (guardian) (custodian), ______________________ appear in person (and by counsel).   The GAL/CASA, _____________ appears.
The foster parent(s) or other caretaker ______________ (does) (does not) appear.  Others: _______________________________________________________________________________. 

Required notice of this hearing has been provided by DCS to parties and foster parent(s) or other caretaker(s). 

The CHINS petition comes on for a Dispositional Hearing.

The child having been found to be a CHINS, the Court after reviewing the Predispositional Report(s) and hearing statements and evidence presented to the Court regarding the disposition of this cause, now admits the predispositional report prepared by the DCS as substantive evidence, and makes the following findings pursuant to I.C. 31-34-19-10:

1.  The minor child(ren) subject to this case is/are: __________, DOB: ___________________________________. 
2. The child(ren) is/are/are not dual status.

3. The children were adjudicated children in need of services based on the following summary of concerns for the child(ren)’s safety: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

4. The parent, guardian, or custodian, __________ and/or _____________ require the following services to address the aforementioned safety concerns and/or needs of the child(ren):

a. Mother, _________:
b. Father, __________:
c. Guardian/Custodian, _________:

5. The child(ren) have the following needs for care, treatment, rehabilitation or placement taking into account any best interest factors that indicate a child’s specific needs:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.



6. The Court finds the child(ren) are placed in an out-of-home placement that serves their best interests. The Court has considered the best interest factors in I.C. 31-34-18-2(c) and finds the following factors most influential on the decision for placement: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
OR
The child(ren) remain in the home of the parent, guardian, or custodian. 

7. Consideration for placement with a suitable and willing blood relative was made and the DCS determined:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

8.  The Court finds that reasonable efforts were made by DCS to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child.  The statements of reasonable efforts as set forth in the pleadings, reports, and documents of DCS and/or all other service providers filed herein are incorporated by reference.

-or-

The Court finds that reasonable efforts were made by DCS to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child, including: 

9. DCS provided family services to a child in need of services; or the child’s parent, guardian or custodian, as follows: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

[ ] (If placement recommended or ordered is a new placement in an unlicensed home) The court has received and reviewed the results of a criminal history and child protection index background check on each adult residing in the home recommended by DCS or considered by the court for placement pursuant to this order. 

10. (If the child’s placement results in a separation from the child’s sibling) The Court finds it is/is not in the best interest of the child to be separated from the child’s sibling(s) for the following reason:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.


If the child has been removed from the home, complete this section:
11. The Court finds that it is in the best interests of the child to be removed from the home environment and remaining in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child because:
		( ) of the allegations admitted
( ) of an inability to provide shelter, care, and/or supervision at 
the present time
		( ) the child needs protection
( ) the child has special needs that require services for care and 
treatment that cannot be provided in the home
		( ) other: ______________________________________________.
12. The Court finds responsibility for the placement and care of the child is ordered or continues to be ordered to the DCS.

13. The legal settlement of the child is _________________ and DCS shall provide notice required by IC 20-26-11-9.

14. The child was removed on ____________________. 


(When a child is placed out of state, complete this section:) 

            The Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the above out of state placement in 
            a facility or home is appropriate because:  

	( )  The Director of the DCS or their designee has recommended or approved of 
		the placement;
or

	( ) There is not an equivalent facility with adequate services in Indiana, because  
		__________________________________; and

	( ) Institutional care in this facility is in the best interest of the child and will not 
		produce undue hardship, because________________________________; 
or
	( ) the facility is not more than 50 miles from the county of the residence of the 
		child.

15. Based on the information presented in the Predispositional Report(s), the findings above, and evidence/testimony provided at the dispositional hearing, the court makes the following dispositional orders (omit nonapplicable provisions below):

[  ] The child shall remain in his/her current home or placement, with supervision by DCS.
[  ] DCS is authorized to place the child in a home or facility as recommended in the Predispositional Report.
[  ] DCS is awarded wardship of the child, with responsibility for supervision, care and 
placement. The rights and obligation of the person granted wardship in this case as defined 
by IC. 31-9-2.1-256 are hereby modified to conform to the terms of this Dispositional Decree 
ordered herein. DCS is authorized to consent to the child's medical care.
[  ] The child is partially or completely emancipated under IC 31-34-20-6, as follows: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[  ] The child will receive the following services until further review and order of the court: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[  ] The following person(s) refrain from direct or indirect contact with the child, until further order of the court: ___________________________________________________________
[  ] The following person(s) shall not return to, or reside in, the child’s place of residence until further order of the court: _____________________________________________________. 

[  ] The Parent(s), Guardian(s), or Custodian(s) shall participate in a treatment program, including any reunification services, and/or pay for services consistent with the recommendations contained in the Predispositional Report as follows: (Set forth specifically what the parents are to do and for what they are to be financially responsible) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 


[  ] A separate Financial Obligation Order is/is not being issued.

16. The Child in Need of Services petition was filed on __________. The parties are notified that I.C. 31-34-20-1.6 limits the amount of time that the DCS is required to provide reunification services. In this case the services are limited to _________months unless an extension is requested and granted.   (Insert 12 or 15 months: If the Child in Need of Services petition was filed before July 1, 2026, reunification services may continue for 15 months. If the Child in Need of Services petition was filed after June 30, 2026, services may not continue for more than 12 months.)

(Practice tip: consider ordering DCS to list in the compliance section of review and permanency reports for each parent/guardian/custodian service provider name, service referred, date referred, date referral declined by the provider (if applicable), date parent discharged from the service and parent’s progress)


Those present are notified of the modification procedures under IC 31-34-23. 

The Court now advises the parties that they have the right to appeal the Court’s decision to the Court of Appeals. Failure to appeal this decision within thirty (30) days may result in waiver of the right to appeal. Further, parents have the right to be represented by counsel for the purposes of appeal.

Failure to participate in the services or recommendations under this Dispositional Order or any modified Dispositional Order in the future can lead to the termination of the parent-child relationship under IC 31-35 and/or lead to contempt proceedings. 


The Court now orders the department to file a report every three months from this date on the progress made in implementing the decree.

This case is set for a Six Month Periodic Case Review Hearing in this Court on _________________________________ at ________.M.

This case is set for a Twelve Month Permanency Hearing in this Court on ________________________ at ________.M.

SO ORDERED _______________________________________.




_____________________________
 							Judge
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