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STATE OF INDIANA

	______________________________________COURT

In The Matter Of_______________________________ CASE NO.______________________

_____________________________________________
A Child Alleged to be a Child in Need of Services

	ORDER ON INITIAL/ DETENTION HEARING

The Indiana Department of Child Services, (DCS) appears by counsel, _____________, and by (Family Case Manager)(Intake Officer) __________________, and the child __________________, (appears in person) (is excluded for good cause shown upon the record).  The parent(s) (guardian) (custodian), ______________________, appear in person. 
Actual notice of the time, place and purpose of Initial/Detention Hearing has been given to the child and________________________________________________________________, or
(parent) (guardian) (custodian)
__________________________________________________cannot be located.
(parent) (guardian) (custodian)
__________________________________________ 
	Foster/Resource Parent/Caretaker

__________________________________________
	EMS Provider (for abandoned infant under IC 31-34-2.5)


Failing to appear despite proper notice of the time, place and purposed of this Hearing are: _____________________(name, relationship to case as appropriate for parent, guardian, custodian, foster/resource parent, caretaker, EMS provider for abandoned infant under IC 31-34-2.5, and others).

 Pursuant to IC 31-34-10, a Guardian Ad Litem, Court Appointed Special Advocate or both is appointed. 

[ ]   Under IC 31-32-6-2, the public is excluded from all proceedings in this case.

The Court now proceeds to an Initial Hearing

The Court advises the parent(s) (child) (guardian) (custodian) of the material allegations of the petition, the rights of the parent(s) and child, the right to be represented by counsel, the dispositional alternatives available to the Court if the Child is adjudicated to be in need of services, the potential for parental participation, consequences for failure to comply,  and financial responsibility.
[Determination of Counsel]

[If the petition alleges a CHINS 3.5 or CHINS 6, counsel should be appointed for the child.  If the facts appear that a CHINS 3.5 or CHINS 6 may be argued, consider appointing counsel for the child.  See Matter of E.K., 260 N.E.3d 901 (Ind. 2025)]

[ ] and counsel being present on behalf of ________, 

OR [Choose one if counsel not present)

[ ] and there being a waiver of counsel by ___________, entered freely and voluntarily 


OR

[ ]_______(mother) requests appointed counsel, and the court finds that the parent has insufficient means to hire private counsel, and appoints ___________________ to represent the mother.

[ ]_______(father) requests appointed counsel, and the court finds that the parent has insufficient means to hire private counsel, and appoints ___________________ to represent the father.

[Choose one based on denial or admission]

[ ] 	The (child) (parent, guardian, custodian) denies the allegations of the petition and the matter is set for a pre-Fact Finding conference on ____________, 20_____, at ______ a.m./p.m.  The Fact Finding hearing is set for _____________-, 20______ at _ a.m. p.m.; or may be set by separate order.

OR

[ ]	The parent(s) (guardian) (custodian) admit(s) the following allegations of the petition  alleged under Ind. Code 31-34-1: _______________________________________________________________________
An admission of the allegations of the petition having been entered, the child is now adjudged a Child in Need of Services as defined by Ind. Code 31-34-1.

[[If only one parent has admitted to the allegations in the CHINS petition, include the following and don’t adjudicate:

Mother/Father, have entered an admission/stipulation to the allegations in the petition, the Court takes said admission/stipulation under advisement pending the outcome of the fact-finding hearing.]




[If child is required to admit or deny] 
[ ]	The child admits the following allegations of the petition alleged under Ind. Code 31-34-1-3.5/31-34-1-6: ___________________________________________________________________.
An admission of the allegations of the petition having been entered, the child is now adjudged a Child in Need of Services as defined by Ind. Code 31-34-1.

		[Order to hold Dispositional Hearing or to file PDR] 

[ ] By agreement of the parties, a dispositional hearing is   held.  A separate dispositional decree is issued.

OR

[ ] DCS shall prepare and file a Predispositional Report with the Court with a copy to the parties ___ days prior to the dispositional hearing.  The person preparing the Predispositional Report shall confer with individuals who have expertise in professional areas related to the child’s needs in the areas of appropriate care, treatment, rehabilitation or placement. 

The Court sets a date for the Dispositional Hearing on the ______day of _________, 20____, at ____ a.m./p.m.

[Removal determinations]

[ ] The child has not been removed and currently resides in the home of the parent, guardian or custodian.
OR

[ ] (Removal prior to detention hearing) The Court now proceeds to a Detention Hearing.

	[ ] The removal of the child was not authorized or necessary under IC 31-34-2 or 2.5 to protect the child.
 
OR

[ ] The removal of the child was authorized under IC 31-34-2 or 2.5, and necessary to protect the child. It is in the best interest of the child to be removed from the home environment and remaining in the home would be contrary to the health and welfare of the child based on the finding of probable cause, the allegations in the Petition, and the Report of Preliminary Inquiry.
	
Title Title IV-E and Statutory (IC 31-34-5-2) Findings:
The Court finds that it is in the best interests of the child to be removed from the home environment and remaining in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child because:

(Check all that apply)
		( ) of the allegations admitted
( ) of an inability, refusal or neglect to provide shelter, care, and/or supervision at the present time
		( ) the child needs protection that cannot be provided in the home
( ) the child has special needs that require services for care and treatment that cannot be provided in the home
		( ) other: ______________________________________________.

[ ] The Court finds that reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate removal of the child were not required due to the emergency nature of the situation, as follows: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
-or-

[ ]The Court finds that reasonable efforts were made by DCS to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child.  The statements of reasonable efforts as set forth in the pleadings, reports, and documents of DCS and/or all other service providers filed herein are incorporated by reference.
-or-

[ ] The Court finds that reasonable efforts were made by DCS to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child, including: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 [ ]  (Determination of continued detention) The Court now proceeds to determine the appropriateness of continued removal of the child from the child’s home;
	
[ ] The child is not in need of further detention and the Court orders the child released to____________________________(parent) (guardian) (custodian) upon the latter’s written promise to bring the child before the Court on the___________day of______, 20___, at ______a.m./p.m. and from day to day thereafter as ordered by the Court.

	-OR-
 	[ ] The child should continue to be detained because:
	[ ]	the child is unlikely to appear for subsequent proceedings;
	[ ]	detention is necessary to protect the child;
	[ ]	the parent, guardian, or custodian cannot be located or is unable or unwilling to take custody of the child; or 
	[ ]	the child has a reasonable basis for requesting that the child not be released.
            [ ]	consideration for the safety of the child precludes the use of family services to prevent removal of the child;
	When applicable indicate as follows with regard to Fentanyl: 
[ ]  	The Court gives great weight to evidence the presence in the child’s residence of, or that the child has been exposed to fentanyl, or a fentanyl containing substance for which the parent, guardian or custodian does not have a valid prescription; and the Court has considered the following factors: 
(i) The age of the child.
(ii) Whether the child is particularly vulnerable to the harmful effects of the fentanyl containing substance of fentanyl related substance due to the child’s medical or developmental condition.
(iii) The risk of the child accidentally ingesting the fentanyl containing substance or fentanyl related substance. 

Based upon the Court’s analysis of the above factors, the Court finds the child’s removal from parent, guardian or custodian is necessary to ensure the safety of the child. 

DCS has placed the child in:
[ ] foster care/
[ ] relative care with __________, having the relationship of _____________to the child;
[ ] Institution (name) ____________located in _____ County, ____(state). 

The DCS considered the factors listed in I.C. 31-34-4-2(i), and the Court finds most relevant the following factors indicating this placement serves the child’s best interest:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Note: DCS must consider the following best interest factors when utilizing out-of-home placement: 
1. The caregiver is interested in providing permanence for the child if reunification efforts ultimately fail. 
2. The expressed wishes of the child’s birth parent and the child, if applicable, unless the wishes are contrary to law, child safety or stability. 
3. The relationship of the caregiver with the child and the child’s family. 
4. The proximity of the placement home to the birth parents’ home and the child’s current school or school district. 
5. The strengths and parenting style of the caregiver in relation to the child’s behavior and needs. 
6. The caregiver’s willingness to interact with the birth family, unless the caregiver has safety concerns. 
7. The caregiver’s ability and willingness to accept placement of the child and any of the child’s siblings. 
8. If any siblings will be placed separately, the caregiver’s ability and willingness to provide or assist in maintaining frequent visitation or other ongoing contact between the child and the child’s siblings. 
9. The child’s fit with the family with regard to age, gender, and sibling relationships. 
10. If the child has chronic behavioral health needs: 
a. Whether the child’s behavior will place other children in the home at risk; and
b. The caregiver’s ability to provide the necessary level of supervision to prevent harm to the child or others by the child. 
11. Whether placement in the home would comply with the placement preferences prescribed by federal law. 

(When a child is placed out of state, complete this section:) 

The Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the above out of state placement in a facility or home is appropriate because:  

		( )  The Director of the DCS or their designee has recommended or 
			approved of the placement;
or
		( ) There is not an equivalent facility  with adequate services in Indiana, 
			because  __________________________________; and

		( ) Institutional care in this facility is in the best interest of the child and 
			will not produce undue hardship, because__								______________			    _______________; 

or
		( ) the facility is not more than 50 miles from the county of the residence of 
			the child.
			
The Court finds responsibility for the placement and care of the child is ordered or continues to be ordered to the DCS.

The Court further finds that the legal settlement of the child is ______     _______ 
and DCS shall provide notice required by IC 20-26-11-9.

DCS recommends 
[ ] continuation of the existing placement 
[ ] change of placement to __________				_____. 

[Determination of acceptability of DCS recommendations]

[ ] The Court accepts the recommendation of the DCS regarding placement, services, and programs. 

					OR

[ ] (Consideration)  The Court finds that the recommendations of the DCS are unreasonable 
based on the facts and circumstances of the case or are contrary to the welfare and best interests of the child as follows:  _____________________________________________________________.

The Court orders a change in the child’s current placement to _________________.
The placement is an emergency required to protect the health and welfare of the child for the following reasons: _______________________________________________________________________.

	Within three days of the date of this order, DCS may submit a consideration report to the court, stating whether the department approves or disapproves the proposed service, program, or placement.  The department may recommend an alternative service, program, or placement for the child.  The court shall accept the recommendations of the department unless it finds the recommendation is unreasonable, based on the facts and circumstances of the case; or contrary to the welfare and best interests of the child.		

[ ] This matter is set for an additional Initial Hearing on ____________, ____a.m./p.m. to
 provide (time for the parents to obtain the assistance of counsel), (notice of the proceedings
 to_____),  (other _______________________).

Pursuant to I.C. 31-34-21-1.6 the DCS has the obligation to provide reunification services to a parent, guardian or custodian of a child for 12 months after the petition alleging child in need of services is filed, unless an extension is requested and granted.  The petition was filed on ___________. 

This matter is set for a review hearing on _____________, ____a.m./p.m.

This matter is set for a permanency hearing on ___________, __. a.m./p.m.
A copy of this order is to be distributed to DCS.

[  ] A separate Financial Obligation Order is issued.


So ordered _________________________________.

					_____________________________
					Judge
