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He said the program also plans to start a parent advisory group for input from families many of whom 

have several children in the program. Sophomore Juan Quiroz is the youngest of six kids in a family from 

Hammond, and although he’s the only one of his siblings in the program, he said it was his brother’s 

idea for him to apply. 

Quiroz said with so many kids in the family, it was important for him to have a scholarship to afford 

school. And as a first-generation college student, Quiroz said his parents stressed the importance of 

going to college. 

He and McMillon agreed that the 21st Century program helped with study skills and adjusting to college 

life. McMillon said she came to IU worried that having a social life would interfere with her studies. 

“At first, I was afraid to socialize with people, but once I came out of my shell a little bit, it helped,” she 

said. 

Gibson said the vast majority of students in the program are first-generation college students like 

Quiroz and McMillon, and he reminds them that earning a college degree will affect not only their 

future career, but also the careers of their children. 

“I tell them, this is not just going to affect your life, but generations to come,” Gibson said. 
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