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The next meeting of the Commission is March 14, 2019, in Indianapolis, Indiana.
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A total of 26 comments were received from students who completed the survey. Twelve
students wanted to enroll and several provided contact information. Five students
requested more information regarding the prerequisite list.

The student survey clearly demonstrated the level of student interest in the cohort entry-
level PDD (Track 1) program. The survey had an unexpected side effect. A number of
students seemed to think that the PDD already exists. The Department of Nutrition &
Dietetics received a student visitor who made a special trip to request PDD program
information. Academic advisors who were asked by students what they should do to enroll
or prepare for enrollment in the PDD program also contacted us.

Survey l1- Registered Dietitian/Nutritionists

In late September 2017, we distributed a link to an eight-question survey on Survey
Monkey to gauge the interest among registered dietitian/nutritionists in a “bridge”
program that would allow them to enhance their professional preparation. We were
interested in the level of professional preparation (BS, MS, PhD) among practitioners and
the range of specialized education certifications that exist among registered
dietitian/nutritionists who were interested in the PDD.

The survey link was sent to our Dietetic Internship Program graduates for the years 2008-
2017 (~150), and to all our current and recent preceptors (~200). We asked them to share
the link as widely as possible.

A total of 116 registered dietitian/nutritionists completed the survey. The majority of
survey respondents (70%) have been registered dietitian/nutritionists for under 10 years
(37%, less than five years and 33% for five to 10 years).

Over half of those who responded had earned a master degree. The most common master
degree earned was the MS in Nutrition & Dietetics (40.52%) followed by the Master in
Business Administration (4.5%) and the Master of Public Health (2.59%). Just over 9%
of the respondents earned master degrees in exercise physiology, behavior neuroscience,
education, healthcare administration, adult education, adult and community education and
health leadership. Just over 43% of the respondents were bachelor level educated.

We asked the survey participants if they had earned special practice certifications.
Almost 74% answered “no”. Among those who earned special certifications, the
nutrition support certification was the most common (n=11), followed by certified
diabetes educator (n=5) and certified specialist in sports dietetics (n=4). Certifications in
weight management, pediatric nutrition, functional nutrition and lactation specialist
rounded out the list.

The largest group of respondents were employed in adult clinical dietetics (28.45%) and
community dietetics (25.86%) with roughly the same number employed in clinical
pediatric nutrition (10.34%) and food systems management dietetics (10.34%). Twenty-
five percent of the respondents listed “other” in terms of employment. “Other” included
the following: private practice (n=12), long-term care (n=2), management — clinical,
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