
Policy 17.11  Page 1 of 1 

 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES 
CHILD WELFARE POLICY 

 
Chapter 17: Residential Licensing 
 
Section 11: Annual Licensing Review 
 

Effective Date: January 1, 2026 Version: 2 

POLICY OVERVIEW 
The Department of Child Services (DCS) checks each licensed and/or contracted residential 
facility every year. This review makes sure the facility follows Indiana laws, rules, and DCS 
policies. This review helps to make sure children are safe, healthy and well-cared for while in 
care.  

 
POLICY STATEMENT 
The DCS Residential Licensing Unit (RLU) will conduct an annual review of each licensed 
and/or contracted residential facility which consists of both a program and clinical review. 
 
Note: The clinical portion of the annual review applies only to a licensed residential facility which 
is contracted with DCS. 
 
LEGAL REFERENCES 

• IC 31-27-3 Regulation of Child Caring Institutions 
• IC 31-27-5 Regulation of Group Homes 
• 465 IAC 2-9 Children’s Homes and Child Caring Institutions 
• 465 IAC 2-10 Emergency Shelter Care Children’s Homes and Child Caring Institutions 
• 465 IAC 2-11 Private Secure Facilities 
• 465 IAC 2-12 Children’s Homes and Child Caring Institutions Defined as Group Homes 
• 465 IAC 2-13 Children’s Homes and Child Caring Institutions Defined as 

Emergency Shelter Care Group Homes  
• 42 USC 671 State plan for Foster Care and Adoption Assistance 

 
 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2026/ic/titles/031/#31-27-3
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2026/ic/titles/031/#31-27-5
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-9
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-9
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-10
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-11
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-12
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-13
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/current/465/2#465-2-13
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T04650/A00020.PDF
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title42-section671&num=0&edition=prelim

