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STARVE HOLLOW
STATE RECREATION AREA

Starve Hollow SRA
4345 S. 275 W., P.O. Box 207 
Vallonia, IN 47281

(812) 358-3464

on.IN.gov/starvehollow

starvesra@dnr.IN.gov

on.IN.gov/stateparks

WELCOME TO STARVE HOLLOW  STATE RECREATION AREA

OUR STORY

Starve Hollow’s story is one of an unyielding 
landscape that provided beauty and hardship. 

The region marks an area where the sandstone 
knobs and river bottom meet. Wind and water-
deposited sand, clay, and silt were transported 
here by glacial meltwater from the north. The 
resulting sandy soil is valued today by melon 
growers.  

Forests of oak and hickory blanketed the region, 
particularly on dry south-facing slopes. Openings 
called glades contain sparse prairie vegetation and 
few trees. 

Humans have lived here for thousands of years. 
Starve Hollow is located in the Myaamia (Miami) 
homeland. The Shawnee also occupied the land. 

In the early 1800s, European settlement began. 
Gen. William Henry Harrison directed Fort Vallonia 
to be built to protect the 90 families in the area. 

Farming was difficult on the poor soils. Erosion 
took its toll once forests were cleared from the 
steep slopes. Beginning in the 1930s, the state 
began purchasing land to create Jackson-
Washington State Forest. 

In the late 1930s, the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) helped build a tree nursery service 
building and pumphouse at Starve Hollow. At the 
same time, the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA) built the Starve Hollow Lake dam and a 
fish hatchery below it. Starve Hollow served as 
a state tree nursery until 1962 when it became a 
recreational property. In 2021, Starve Hollow was 
transferred to the Division of State Parks.  

Today, Starve Hollow offers hiking, mountain 
biking, picnicking, swimming, boating, and great 
fishing. Fish and their eggs are collected from the 
lake where they are raised for release around the 
state. Seeds and nuts from the property’s tree 
plantations are planted at Vallonia Tree Nursery.

RULES & REGULATIONS

•  Please obey all property rules & regulations. 

on.IN.gov/INStateParksRules

 HIKING TRAILS

• For safety, please stay on marked trails.  
• Bicycles prohibited on hiking trails.

TRAIL & DESCRIPTION DISTANCE DIFFICULTY
Low Land Trail 0.65 mi. Easy
Travel through the upper region of the lake to 
experience more low-land species, such as red 
maple, birch and bald cypress, and to view the 
many cypress knees.

Lakeshore Loop Trail 0.66 mi. Rugged
Trail parallels the upper region of the lake, slowly 
making its way up the hill before intersecting the 
Blue and White trails on a small ridge.

Vista Trail 1.5 mi. Very Rugged
Trail explores the rugged hills and valleys passing 
through numerous small ridges and valleys. At 
one location the trail uses a set of old concrete 
steps, with “1976” inscribed, as the trail begins 
its descent downhill.

Cabin Site Trail 1.02 mi. Moderate
Trail uses a well-defined fire-access road for 
most of the trail’s distance. Much of the area 
east of the fire-access road section of the trail 
was harvested in 2008. Once the trail branches 
off the fire-access road it meanders through the 
harvested area. This is a great opportunity to 
view the changes in forest habitat.

Spillway Trail 1.22 mi. Moderate
Trail connects Turkey Roost Trail with the White 
Trail. This trail parallels the stream that leaves 
Starve Hollow Lake for nearly half its distance. 
The other half consists of steep terrain, going up 
and down a large ridge that overlooks the lake.

JWSF Turkey Roost Trail 5.6 mi. Rugged
The largest of all six trails, users can access it 
from the trail-head across from the tree nursery 
or connect from the campground by using other 
trails. Users should be prepared for a long, 
rugged hike. Hikers will experience main ridge 
tops, steep descents into valleys, steep uphill 
climbs and flat valleys during this long hike.

DNR PROPERTIES NEARBY

• Find more DNR properties at on.IN.gov/recfinder. 

JACKSON-WASHINGTON STATE FOREST
Mnt. biking, horse trails, hiking, wildlife watching, 
interpretive services, picnic areas, playgrounds, 
historic features, fishing, hunting, trapping, 
archery range, shelterhouses, boat launch, 
primitive camping
HARDY LAKE
hiking, wildlife watching, interpretive services, 
playgrounds, fishing, ice fishing, hunting, 
trapping, archery range, shelterhouses, beach, 
swimming, water skiing, boat launch, dump 
station, camping

TRUE TALES

•  LAKE FEATURE: When Starve Hollow Lake was first 
constructed in 1938, it was the largest man-
made body of water in Indiana. The lake now 
covers 145 acres, but is no longer the states 
largest lake.

•  ORIGIN STORY: The origin of the name Starve 
Hollow remains a mystery, but one story arose 
from the difficult farming in the steep, flood prone 
valley. Frequent floods destroyed crops, resulting 
in hunger for farming families.

•  POPULAR ACTIVITY: Starve Hollow offers some 
of the best fishing in southern Indiana. With 
a variety of fish available, large-mouth bass, 
bluegill, redear sunfish, black crappie and 
channel catfish are common. Remember to have 
your state fishing license. 

ACTIVITIES & FACILITIES

• Look for these icons on the map. 
BEACH: An unguarded swimming beach is 
available Saturday of Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day. Restrooms, dressing 
facilities, showers and food concessions are 
available. Picnic areas, playgrounds, 
basketball goals, softball fields, horseshoe 
pits and a sand volleyball court are nearby.
BOAT LAUNCH: Three ramps are available. Only 
electric trolling motors are allowed.
BOAT RENTAL: Boat rental is available from 
mid-April through October. Canoes, kayaks 
and flat bottom boats are available for rent. 
Prices for boat rental vary and are subject to 
state sales tax. Life jackets are available.
EDUCATION CENTER: The Forest Education 
Center is open May through October. The 
center offers many educational opportunities. 
Check the property website or contact the 
property for details and operation hours.
RENT A CAMP CABINS: Available Mar.-Nov., 
closed Dec.-Feb. Cabins have two small 
rooms with heating/cooling unit and 
electricity. Front room includes table and 
seating. Back room includes twin bunk bed 
and a double bed. No pets, smoking or 
cooking permitted. Reserve at camp.IN.gov.
CAMPING: Full hookup, electric and nonelectric 
campsites are available. Sites include picnic 
table, grill and access to modern comfort 
stations nearby. Reserve at camp.IN.gov.
CAMP STORE: Located in the campground. 
Firewood, ice, groceries are available.
FISHING: Large-mouth bass, bluegill, redear 
sunfish, black crappie and channel catfish are 
common. State fishing license required.
HIKING: Nearly 11 miles of hiking on six trails 
ranging in distance and difficulty. Additional 
trails, including the Knobstone Trail, are 
available at nearby Jackson-Washington 
State Forest.
MOUNTAIN BIKING: Available on designated bike 
trails only. For more information request the 
Mountain Bike Map at the main office.
PICNIC SHELTERS: Reserve at camp.IN.gov.

DISCOVER • CHALLENGE • EXPLORE
HOOSIER QUEST-Pin & Patch Program
Each state park offers you the opportunity to 
complete tasks to earn a patch or property pin.

on.IN.gov/hoosierquest

BOOK YOUR STAY • RESERVE TODAY
GET OUT and 
GO CAMPING
Call or go online 
to make your 
reservation for 
all types of 
• Camping
• Family Cabins
• Shelters
Includes state parks, 
reservoirs and forests.

1-866-6campIN 
(1-866-622-6746)

camp.IN.gov

STAY IN at a 
STATE PARK INN
Call or go online 
to make your 
reservation  
for a(n) 
• State Park Inn
• Inns-managed Cabin
Seven State Parks include 
Inns: Brown County, Clifty Falls, 
Fort Harrison, McCormick’s 
Creek, Spring Mill, Turkey Run 
and Pokagon.

1-877-lodges1 
(1-877-563-4371)

IndianaInns.com

For a full list of events, visit
interpretiveservices.IN.gov

Please carry out all trash you 
produce to help keep the property 
clean and beautiful for all to enjoy!

FOLLOW US

Subscribe to Outdoor Indiana magazine today, 
Visit OutdoorIndiana.org or call 317-233-3046.

The programs, services, facilities, and activities of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources are 
available to everyone. DNR prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
sex, or disability. If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Department of Natural 
Resources, Executive Office, 402 W. Washington Street, W256, Indianapolis, IN 46204, (317) 232-4020. ©
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