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Financial Fitness Reading Program


Description
Indiana Secretary of State Connie Lawson believes Hoosiers can start thinking and learning about financial fitness at any age. The purpose of this reading program is to help elementary age students learn about smart money management skills and apply them to their own lives.  
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How does it work?
Secretary Lawson hopes to provide a customizable reading program that allows libraries to use it as it is or to add it to any existing programs they may have.  Our program incorporates three financial fitness topics: what is money, saving for the future, and making and spending money wisely.  The books and activities selected to go along with these topics are suggested with the opportunity for libraries to add or delete as they deem necessary.   

Books and Activities
On the Book List, there are books for each topic for students Kindergarten through 2nd grade and 3rd through 6th grades.  Students are required to read at least 2 books per topics, but are encouraged to read as many as they can.  

Once students have completed the readings for each topic, they will need to complete a related activity.  The activities provided are suggestions and can be changed.  Additional activities or projects can also be added as long as they relate back to financial fitness.  

Prize
Each student that completes the reading program will receive an Indiana Secretary of State piggy bank to help them get started on the road to financial fitness.  To receive the piggy bank, students should submit the Student Summary Sheet once they have completed the readings and activities.  This document asks for the student’s name, school, grade and the library at which they participated.  It also asks for each book read and the activity completed.   This document can be modified as the library deems necessary.  There is no need to submit these forms to the Secretary of State’s office.  

How to add Financial Fitness to a Reading Program
· Incorporate this program into your current reading programs.  
· Have a library program based on financial fitness: “Be a Hero to You!  Focus on Money Smarts”
· Require students to choose one book from your collection that focuses on financial fitness.
· Require students to do a financial fitness activity.  

Library Participation
Libraries choosing to participate in the program must email Kelly Griese at kgriese@sos.in.gov.  This email must include the contact person, name of the library, level of participation and the number of expected participants.  Piggy banks will be provided to participating libraries.  Libraries planning to modify the program are still able to receive piggy banks to give to students.

After the program is completed, libraries are encouraged to submit participation information and feedback to the Secretary of State’s office.  This information can be submitted on the Participation Summary document and includes the number of actual participants, grade ranges and schools represented.  The document also allows the libraries to provide feedback on ways the program can be improved.  


Additional Resources
For additional financial fitness resources, please visit the websites below:

Lesson plans and activities
· Smart Investing @ Your Library: http://smartinvesting.ala.org/ 
· Money as You Grow: http://moneyasyougrow.org/ 
· The Mint: http://www.themint.org/ 
· United States Mint: https://www.usmint.gov/educators 
· Practical Money Skills: https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/ 
· Peter Pig’s Money Counter: https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/games/peterpigs/ 
· Create the Good: http://createthegood.org/toolkit/help-child-learn-financial-literacy 
· National Financial Educators Council: http://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-for-kids/ 
· Summer Money Camps: Fun in the Sun with Finance: http://www.dailyfinance.com/2012/05/21/summer-money-camps-fun-in-the-sun-with-finance/ 
· Show Me the Money: http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2013/04/show-me-the-money/ 
· Rich Kid Smart Kid: http://www.richkidsmartkid.com/ 
· FDIC Money Smart: https://www.fdic.gov/consumers/consumer/moneysmart/young.html 
· Junior Achievement: https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-usa/home 
· Money Savvy Generation: http://www.msgen.com/ 
· Feed the Pig: http://www.feedthepig.org/ 
· 360 Financial Literacy: http://www.360financialliteracy.org/ 
· Young Entrepreneurs: http://www.businessinsurance.org/business-guide-for-kids/ 
· Finance in the Classroom: http://financeintheclassroom.org/student/activities.shtml 



Online Financial Literacy Games 
· Clickety clack: https://www.econedlink.org/interactives/EconEdLink-interactive-tool-player.php?filename=ClicketyClack.swf&lid=361  
· Practical Money Skills Play: http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/play  

For questions, please contact Kelly Griese at kgriese@sos.in.gov.  
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