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Commission Considers Agency Name Change

dCCAA

Commission on Court
Appointed Attorneys

At the most recent Commission meeting,
the potential of an agency name change
was discussed. The general consensus
was that a new name would help alleviate
confusion between the Commission, the
PD Council, and the State PD. Any
change should also clarify the
Commission's role.

The Commission decided not to make this a high priority. However, since it will
require a statutory change, we should have a new name ready IF legislation is
introduced in the 2023 Legislative Session where such a change might be housed.

So, after EXTENSIVE discussion and debate, Commission Staff has landed on this
option.

What do YOU think?
Answers will be anonymous. Click "quick poll" to reply!

Quick Poli \/

Joint Senate/House Committee Endorses New
Retirement Fund for Chief PDs & Chief Deputies
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The Commission has partnered with the Chief K 4 i B
PD Association and the PD Council to advocate _ !
for the creation of a PD Retirement Fund, similar , .

to the funds currently available to prosecutors
and judges.

) P ¢ RETPEMENI

The first step in this process was to seek the ﬁkﬁi
endorsement of the Legislative Interim Study S
Committee on Pension Management Oversight (PMOC). Traditionally, the legislature
requires this committee’s endorsement prior to taking legislative action during the
regular legislative session. Click here to see the letters from key legislators
requesting approval from legislative leadership to study the issue. If you have the
opportunity, please thank the legislators who signed the letters for their support.

After conducting an actuarial study, the Indiana Public Retirement System testified
about details at the October 17 meeting. Additionally, Noble County Chief and
President of the Chiefs’ Association Jim Abbs testified regarding the importance of
this matter. Andrew Cullen also testified, explaining that this fund would help with
talent recruitment and counter the current Indiana lawyer shortage.

The Committee endorsed the creation of the fund 17-0. It will now move forward
during the legislative session beginning in January. Questions may be directed to
Andrew Cullen.

Click here & select "Oct 17" to watch the hearina or view the presentations.

New Trial Practice Training Program Approved

The Commission’s Standard E allows an
attorney to take an approved trial practice
course in place of completing one of two
required felony jury trials to be qualified to
handle Level 1-4 felony cases. At the June 3
meeting, the Commission approved a new i :
program offered by the Public Defender Council e "..—-..._ S
that may be used to substitute for a major felony jury trial.

B

’ :ﬁ; ___.-" w :: 1

The new course is a one-on-one mentoring program for public defenders that takes
place over four months and 14 meetings with your mentor/coach, culminating in 16
hours of CLE (including one hour for ethics). Diane Black, Training Director for the
Public Defender Council, has developed the program. Two experienced attorneys,
Fran Watson and Mark Clark, will serve as the two mentors/coaches. Participants in
the program will meet with their coach and prepare two cases, taking the case from
start to finish. If the cases go to trial, the coach will attend and provide feedback to the
attorney. To receive credit by the Commission for the new program, participants must
complete all 16 hours and be certified by the Public Defender Council as having
successfully finished the entire program.

The first group of participants have already started the program. In fact, the Public
Defender Council received more applicants for the inaugural program than they could
accommodate. Participants include both relatively inexperienced as well as more
advanced attorneys. The Commission is hopeful the program will be a success and
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continue to be offered.

The Commission had previously approved the following courses that may also
replace one of the two required felony jury trials required to be qualified for Levels 1-4
cases under Standard E:

e The Trial Practice Institute offered by the Public Defender Council (not
including OWI, juvenile delinquent, or CHINS specific courses)

e The Trial Advocacy Skills College offered by ICLEF
e The Indianapolis Building Trial Skills Course offered by NITA, and

e The Kentucky Department of Advocacy’s Faubush Litigation Persuasion
Institute.

As always, we encourage you to review the Commission’s Guidelines online or reach
out to us at information@pdcom.in.gov for advice on what courses count toward
Commission requirements.

Commission Launches Interactive State Map

The Commission has recently updated its
website to include an interactive state map with
current contact information for all counties that
participate in the Commission's reimbursement
programs.

Please check it out, and let us know if any
information should be updated. Inquiries or
updates may be directed to Linda Hunter.

A note from Stephanie....

It was great to see you at the 2022 Association
of Indiana Counties Conference in September!

So many of you stopped by our booth for a
chance to win a prize that we broke the
spinning wheel! No worries - because we’ll be
sure to get a new one for next year.

Momentum is building for the Title IV-E program. We hope to increase participation
now that we have good contact information provided by many of you while at the
conference. Make sure that you click below to see if your county is benefiting.

If your county is grey or yellow, we’d love to hear from you because you are leaving
federal money on the table that could be used to reimburse your approved CHINS
expenses.
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Please contact Stephanie Lalani for details or with questions.

Click here to see if vour county is benefiting.

Commission Releases FY 21-22 Annual Report

Click here to read the report.

Questions regarding the Annual Report may be directed to Derrick Mason or Jennifer
Pinkston.

Youth and Family Funding Remains Available

The Commission is continuing to accept
and evaluate proposals for projects
designed to impact “At-Risk Youth and
Families.” The Commission has already
approved over $1 million in county-based
pilot projects that are now up and
running. Future proposals will be
evaluated on a rolling basis.

The intended goals of these projects are: (1) to create long-term improvements in
systems that serve Indiana at-risk youth and families involved with Indiana’s
family/child welfare system, the juvenile delinquency system, or both, and (2) to
create system improvements that proactively prevent such involvements. Projects
should also have a clear intersection with the public defense system. Finally, projects
will require a significant data component, which Commission staff will help you
develop.

If you have any questions about this request for proposals, contact Derrick
Mason or Torrin Liddell. If you are unsure if your potential project meets the criteria
above, we encourage you to reach out!
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Click here to read the Request for Proposal.

October Commission Meeting Draft Minutes

Click here to read the draft minutes from the prior Commission Meetinag.

Public Defense Employment Opportunities

Click here for a list of current Public Defense Emplovment Opportunities.

Commission Re-Appoints Local Board Members

Click here to read the state statute reaardina local boards.

The following local Public Defender
Board members were re-appointed to
three-year terms at the October meeting:

\County Appointee

Carroll Ed Selvidge

Clark Anne Pfau

Cass James Austen
Floyd Matthew Schad
Fulton Robert Cannedy
Grant Joe Lewis

Jasper Tim Belstra

Jay James Zimmerman
Kosciusko John Hall

At the December meeting, the Commission will consider appointments to the
following county boards:

DeKalb Delaware Elkhart Hancock Hendricks
Howard Jackson Jefferson Madison Miami
Noble Perry Pike Pulaski Shelby
Steuben Sullivan Vigo Warrick
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If you have any questions about this or any matters regarding local public defender
boards, contact Andrew Cullen or Linda Hunter.

Remaining 2022 Commission Meetings &
Reimbursement Request Due Dates

Quarter Relmbur;zr;')ent Req Commission Meeting
3Q Mon, Nov 14 Wed, Dec 14

Commission meetings begin at 2 p.m. Eastern and comply with the Indiana Open
Door Law (IC § 5-14-1.5). Meetings are held at the Commission Office (309 W.
Washington Street, Suite 501, Indianapolis, IN, 46204) unless otherwise stated on the
meeting notice and agenda. The public is invited to attend in person or via electronic
means permitted under |C § 5-14-1.5-3.6 excluding any Executive Sessions that may
be scheduled as permitted under |C § 5-14-1.5-6.1. To view the Commission’s
Electronic Meeting Policy, click here.

Notice of Executive Sessions & meetings will be posted at the entrance to the
Commission Office (309 W. Washington Street, Suite 501, Indianapolis, IN, 46204)

and will be posted on the front page of the Commission's website under "News &
Announcements" at least 48 hours in advance. Meeting materials and agendas will be

posted at least 24 hours in advance.

If you have any questions about the Commission meetings, contact Derrick Mason.
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