
INDIANA JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 

Application for Judicial Vacancy 
Indiana Appellate Courts 

PART ONE 

This document will become a matter of public record and may be published on the courts.in.gov 
website once your application is complete, so do not include confidential information that must 
be redacted. 

1. Contact/General Information 

A. Full legal name and any former names. 

Answer 

Lisa Lynn Swaim 

B. State the full name (use initials for minor children), age, and relationship of each person 
residing in your household. For each adult living in the household (other than yourself), 
also state the person's occupation and employer. 

Answer 

Randall Corbly Head, 53, Husband 
Krieg Devault, LLP 
Of Counsel in the Governmental Affairs Practice Group 

C. Business address, email, and telephone number. 

Answer 

Cass Superior Court 2 
Cass County Government Building 
200 Court Park 
Room 413 (court) Room 411 (office) 
Logansport, IN 46947 
Lisa.Swaim@co.cass.in.us 
Phone: (574) 735-6841 
Fax: (574) 732-2519 

mailto:Lisa.Swaim@co.cass.in.us
https://courts.in.gov
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D. Attorney number. 

Answer 

18331-49 

E. Month and year you were admitted to the Indiana Bar. 

Answer 

Admit Date: 05/16/1995 

a. Indicate current law license status (i.e. active/inactive/retired). 

Answer 

Active 

b. If you are or have been a member of the Bar of any other state, identify the jurisdiction 
and provide date(s) of admission and current license status. 

Answer 

N/A 

F. Date and place of birth. 

Answer 

January 1, 1968 
Marion, Indiana 

G. County of current residence and date you first became a resident. 

Answer 

Cass County, May 1, 2001 

2. Secondary Education/Military Experience 

A. List all undergraduate colleges and universities you attended. Include the school name; 
dates enrolled; degree or certificate earned; and any academic honors, awards, or 

scholarships you received and when. *As part ofyour Supplemental Materials, provide a 
transcript- including a certified transcript for your original hard copy-for each school 
listed; redact your Social Security number if it appears on the transcript. 
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Answer 

Ball State University, Muncie, IN 
Honors College in Political Science 1986-1991 
B.S., Magna Cum Laude 

Scholarships and academic honors: 

- Outstanding History Student Award - 1987 
- Three American Business Women's Scholarships, 1988-1989 

- Gruenwald Scholarship 1991 
- B.S.U. Political Science Scholarship 1991 
- Outstanding Senior in Political Science Award 1991 

B. If applicable, list any military service. Include the name of the military branch; dates of 
service; last rank achieved; and any honors, awards, or commendations received and 
when. *As part ofyour Supplemental Materials, provide a copy ofyour Certificate of 
Release or Discharge from active duty ("DD 274" paperwork). 

Answer 

Not Applicable 

3. Post-Secondary Education 

A. List all law schools, graduate schools, and post-J.D. programs attended. Include the 
school's name; dates enrolled; degree or certificate earned; class rank; and any academic 
honors, awards, or scholarships you received and when. *As part ofyour Supplemental 
Materials, provide a transcript-including a certified transcript for your original hard 
copy- for each school listed; redact your Social Security number if it appears on the 
transcript. 

Answer 

Indiana University School of Law, Indianapolis, IN 
Doctor of Jurisprudence 1991-1994, ranked 156/248 

Scholarship: 
- I.U. Law Alumni Scholarship, 1991 
- China Summer Program Scholarship, 1993 
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Post J.D. Programs including: 

- Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, Glynco, GA, 1997 
Arson and Explosives for Prosecutor Course. This was a 5-day course for state and 
federal prosecutors who worked primarily on these types of cases. The course 
provided intensive training on how to look at fire/explosion scenes and how to work 
with your expert witnesses to prosecute cases effectively. 

- Prosecuting Complex Murder Cases, New Orleans, LA, 2000 - This was a multiple
day course with a focus on mechanisms of death in adults and children. The training 
focused on how to work with the forensic pathologist and other expert witnesses 
such as entomologists testifying about larvae stages to estimate the time of death 
and odontologists regarding bite marks and identification using teeth. 

- Career Prosecutor Course, Lake Tahoe, NV, 2001 - Prosecutors received training 
on office administration, hiring, personnel issues, budgeting, how to look for financial 
assistance for special initiatives, and how to reduce trauma fatigue and burn-out. 
NDAA Cross Examination Course, National Advocacy Center, Columbia, SC, 

2005 - This was a week-long course that combined federal prosecutors with state 
prosecutors from around the country to work on cross examination and trial 
presentation skills. All students were recorded using a trial problem and had the 
opportunity to improve through feedback from classmates and expert instructors. 

- APRI Child Abuse Prosecution and Investigation Course, 2006 - This multiple day 
course focused on crimes against children. The training covered special needs of 
working with children such as interviewing concerns, presenting medical testimony in 
sexual abuse cases, and handling expert testimony in physical abuse cases. 

- Beyond Finding Words Training, 2006 - This training taught how to conduct a 
forensic interview and how to speak with children who are victims of abuse and 
especially sexual abuse to ensure that your interview techniques help the child 
communicate without suggesting anything to the child to influence their recollection. 

- Grant Writing Training - This course provided instruction on writing successful 
grants and keeping grant statistics for reporting requirements. Also, the training gave 
information on open grant opportunities and how to find future open grants. 

- Indiana Prosecuting Attorneys Council - I attended two to three yearly training 
conferences on various prosecution, criminal law, and civil law topics such as child 
support or adult protective services, including regular case law and statutory updates 
each year from 1993-2019. I also participated in specialized trainings for trial 
advocacy, OWi prosecutions, cross examination, domestic violence prosecution, voir 
dire presentation and jury selection methods. 
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4. Employment 

A. Provide your employment history since graduation from college. Include name of 
employer, titles or positions, locations, and dates of employment. 

Answer 

State of Indiana 
Judge, Cass County Superior Court 2 
200 Court Park, Logansport, IN. 46947 
December 2019 - Current 

State of Indiana 
Cass County Prosecutor 
200 Court Park, Logansport, IN. 46947 
2015-2019 

Cass County Prosecutor's Office/Prosecutor Kevin Enyeart 
Chief Deputy Prosecutor 
200 Court Park, Logansport, IN. 46947 
2001 - 2014 

Marion County Prosecutor's Office/Prosecutor Scott Newman 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney and Legal Intern 
251 E. Ohio Street #160, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1993-1995 Certified Intern, 1995-2001 Deputy Prosecutor 

Indiana Legislative Services Agency 
Legal Intern and part-time employee 

200 W Washington St# 301, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1993 - 1994 

Indiana University School of Law 
Library Employee and Research Assistant 
735 West New York Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202 
1991-1992 

Indiana State Chamber of Commerce 
Project Assistant 
735 West New York Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202 
1991 
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Cold Spring Manor Apartments 
Leasing Agent 
2638 Cold Spring Manor Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46222 
1991 

B. If applicable, describe the nature and extent of your practice of law (present and former), 
and provide the names of your partners, associates, office mates, and employers. 

Answer 

As both Prosecuting Attorney, Chief Deputy Prosecutor, and Deputy Prosecutor I 
handled a wide variety of cases, both criminal and civil in nature. I worked on cases 
that ranged from criminal prosecutions of misdemeanors, major felonies, and 
murders from early investigation through trial and sentencing. I also worked on civil 
or quasi-civil matters regarding juveniles, Adult Protective Services cases working 
with endangered adults and Title 4-D cases establishing paternity of children, 
procuring, and enforcing orders of support for those children, and working with 
other states to establish and enforce support orders across state lines. 

My work with child victims in criminal cases often required working with the 
Department of Child Services (DCS) regarding placement and living situations of 
children as well as procuring caseworkers as witnesses to present evidence of abuse. 
While I was a Prosecutor and Chief Deputy, the local Logansport DCS caseworkers 
and supervisors were an invaluable group of professionals who could be counted 
upon to assist with cases involving children in their care. Similarly, I worked well with 
therapists and counselors of witnesses, victims, and defendants. I developed solid 
working relationships with them and often would later utilize their expertise when 
the need arose in other cases. Many of those professionals taught me by example 
through their dedication, hard work and sacrifice to be a better attorney and more 
compassionate prosecutor. 

During the time I served as Chief Deputy of Cass County, my employer and 
supervisor was Kevin Enyeart. We worked as a team and supervised the office 
together. Kevin's complete trust and support of me in that position was a source of 
my continued professional growth and confidence. We worked together for 14 years 
to keep Cass County a safe place to live and raise a family. When Kevin decided to 
retire at the end of his term in 2014, I was prepared to lead the office, and I did not 
hesitate to run in the election. After being elected, my daily responsibilities still 
spanned all practice areas of the office, but I worked more directly in the civil areas 
discussed above and took on more administrative duties within the office of 
approximately 25 people. I also hosted training opportunities for my office, law 
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enforcement agencies, fire, emergency, and medical personnel. I encouraged and 
funded attorneys and staff to attend conferences and other training as much as 
possible. I also brought a trainer to teach classes in the office to strengthen basic 
computer skills of my staff so that they could work more efficiently. By rearranging 
the front reception area, I increased safety measures for the office, and I 
implemented a public-friendly dual front desk that included a child support 
caseworker so that the public would have immediate access to Title 4-D services and 
information. I also worked on budgets every year and saved money to encumber it 
over the course of time to finance the building of a room addition and remodel of 
our offices, creating a much-needed conference room to work on big trials and have 
a private space for depositions, witness meetings, and better workspace for attorneys 
and staff. Although some of these things aren't exactly the practice of law, they 
improved our ability to practice law and fulfill our mission to do justice for people 
while treating them with respect and professionalism. 

In Marion County, I worked while I attended law school as a Certified Legal Intern in 
the Major Felony Division for approximately two years and had the opportunity to 
learn every aspect of preparing a criminal felony case for trial from experienced and 
extraordinary prosecutors. I was able to work on a myriad of issues and cases and 
tried about 12 major felony cases as lead prosecutor with guidance from those 
mentor prosecutors. After graduating and passing the bar, I was hired, and I chose 
out of three entry-level divisions (Juvenile, Misdemeanor and Child Support Title 4-
D) to join the Juvenile Division because I wanted to work with kids and to work on 
felony cases. I was assigned to work exclusively on felony cases and determinate 
sentencing cases. I was promoted within 2 years to the position of Lead Arson 
Prosecutor. The position was a vertical prosecution position wherein I would start 
the work on a case at the beginning of the fire investigation, would screen, make 
charging decisions, and file my own cases and then prosecute them to completion. 
loved the challenging work. I also served as liaison to the ten separate township fire 
departments' arson investigators and the Indianapolis Fire Department's Arson Unit. 
I volunteered to prosecute additional non-arson murder cases along with the arson 
and bombing cases in my caseload. 

I don't have a complete list of people that I worked with over the years, but a partial 
list from Logansport includes: Kevin Enyeart, Marilyn Kahl, Randy Head, Sheryl 
Pherson, Lindsay Ruby, Kelly Gaumer, Laura Spitznogle, Becky Hewitt, Chloe Strong, 
Cindy Buffum, Sherrel Hudson, Pat Shively, Herb Clear, Mary Fox, Joe Thieke, Mark 
Fryman, Noah Schafer, Tom Lupke, AJ Ennis, Coleman Beckley, Jimmy Hildebrand, 
Mike Morphet, Britt Edwards, Jim Klepinger, Van Ide, Carmen Barber, Emily McRae 
and Jackie Davis. 
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A partial list from Indianapolis includes: Scott Newman (my employer and the 
elected Prosecutor while I worked as a Deputy Prosecutor); Gary Chavers (my 
supervisor when I worked in the Juvenile Division); Hon. Mark Massa, Hon. Cale 
Bradford, Hon. Bob Altice, and Hon. Sheila Carlisle all supervised me when I worked 
as Lead Arson Prosecutor; Hon. Mark Stoner, Brian Jennings, and Melinda Haag, Jane 
Barker, Hon. Barbara Crawford, and Hon. Jane Conley were among those who 
supervised me as an intern; I also worked with many others including Cynthia 
Plough, Brigid O'Brien, Hon. Heather Welch, Kristina Korobov, Barbara Trathen, Diane 
Marger Moore, Richard Plath, Hon. Mick Jenson, Cynthia Crispen, Kathy Cronley, 
Adrienne Meiring, Hon. Donald Mote, Duane Merchant, Peter Bisbecos, Tim Mosby, 
Hon. Jeffrey Marchal and Jan Briley. 

5. Trial/Judicial Experience 

A. Describe the extent of your jury trial experience, if any. 

Answer 

Cass County Prosecutor's Office - 2001-2019 
Lead chair in prosecuting numerous major felony and misdemeanor jury trials. Handled 
a large caseload as Chief Deputy and tried juries in all three Cass County Courts over the 
course of 19 years. Led an office of 22-25 attorneys and staff while working in the 
capacity of Chief Deputy 2001-2014 and elected Prosecutor 2015-2019. I have tried 
major felony cases as a part of a two or three attorney trial team but more often tried the 
cases as a single prosecutor to a jury. I feel very comfortable working alone or as part of 
a team on cases. I have always enjoyed the collaborative process and the experience of 
bouncing ideas off one or more colleague(s), and I am a solid, reliable partner in 
professional projects like jury trials, etc. 

Marion County Prosecutor's Office - 1993-2001 

Lead chair in over 30 major felony jury trials and 20 bench trials. As a Certified Legal 
Intern, I tried approximately twelve major felony jury trials as lead chair, and I served as 
second chair prosecutor in over ten jury trials including murder trials. During that time, I 
worked with a group of exemplary prosecutors who taught me how to prosecute cases 
well, while upholding the highest ethical standards. The training I received from those 
deputy prosecutors was invaluable. 
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Cass Superior Court 2 - 2019- present 
I have presided over six jury trials since becoming a judge as described in section C. 

B. Describe the extent of your bench trial experience, if any. 

Answer 

Marion County Prosecutor's Office 
Lead chair in over 20 bench trials. Most of my work was handling major felony cases and 
they usually resolved by plea agreements or jury trials. Bench trials were uncommon. 

Cass County Prosecutor's Office 
Lead chair in prosecuting hundreds of misdemeanors and felony bench trials comprised 
of both adult and juvenile cases. I worked in all three courtrooms - Cass Superior 1, Cass 
Superior 2, and Cass Circuit Courts. 

Cass Superior Court 2 - 2019- present 
I have presided over 70 criminal bench trials since becoming a judge, consisting of 
infractions and misdemeanors. 

C. If applicable, describe the nature and extent of your judicial experience (including as a 
judge pro tempore). Include a description of your experience presiding over jury trials, if 
any. 

Answer 

I have been a judge for over 2 1/2 years. I was sworn in as a judicial officer on 
December 20, 2019, to finish out the 5-year term that remained after the passing of Cass 
Superior Court 2, Judge Rick Maughmer. My court docket consists of all infractions and 
misdemeanors filed in Cass County as well as half of the major felonies filed in Cass 
County at this time. My docket also includes civil cases such as domestic relations cases, 
general lawsuits, collections cases and some probate matters. 

During my time on the bench, I have conducted routine criminal hearings, motions to 
suppress as well as other criminal case motions. I have had several final hearings for 
domestic relations cases, as well as various other lengthy civil case hearings. In 2020, 
there were over 3,000 new cases filed in my court. In 2021, the new filings exceeded 
3,200. 

I have presided over six jury trials, one of which was a civil case with a 6-man jury. The 
others were felony jury trials. All the Jury trials that I have heard were tried after the 
pandemic began, and until very recently we used social distancing practices during trial. 
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6. Professional Experience 

*As part ofyour Supplemental Materials, include as writing samples four selections (in total) from 
the written materials listed below in Questions 6A through 6C. 

A. If applicable, list up to five trial or appellate briefs and/or judicial opinions you have 
written. Refer to them by caption, case number, and filing date. 

Answer 

(1) State of Indiana v. Quinton Pearson, 09D02-2008-F1-000002. Filed 10/28/21. 
The Court's order denying motion to suppress was declining defendant's 
argument that the defendant's statements admitting to sexual offenses against a 
child were rendered involuntary when a detective told him prior to the statements 
that he would be able to leave after the interview, so that he could get his 
personal affairs in order. During the statement, the defendant indicated that he 
was starting a new job the next day working at an elementary school. The 
defendant was allowed to leave after the statement. However, some hours later 
after the detective discussed the case with his superior, the decision was made to 
request an arrest warrant from a judge based on a concern for public safety. Later 
that evening, the defendant was arrested. 

(2) Denise Wise, et al., v. Lonnie Miller, 09D02-2004-PL-000011. Filed 1/21 /21. 
This was the Court's order denying the defendant's motion to dismiss and denying 
the plaintiff's motion for assessment of attorney's fees. Defendant's theory 
revolved around an argument that since part of the claims were an equitable 
argument which would not normally include a right to a jury trial, that all claims 
were drawn into the area of equity and no jury trial should be available. However, 
the essence of the case was about whether a fiduciary stole or misappropriated 
estate assets rather than the equity claim; therefore, the motion was denied. The 
plaintiff's motion for attorney's fees was similarly denied because the motion was 
not frivolous, as they claimed. It was a good argument but not successful, as it 
didn't fit the case facts. 

(3) Ryan Jones v. Auto Farm Ford Lincoln, 09D02-2006-PL-000022. Filed 10/29/20. 
The Court's order granted partial judgment on the pleadings. The plaintiff worked 
at Ford and sued his employer after a burglar broke into the Ford garage and 
stole plaintiff's personal tool set that he used for his work. Four theories of 
recovery were listed in the complaint including Unjust Enrichment, Detrimental 
Reliance, Fraudulent Concealment of a Cause of Action, and Conversion. 
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The request to grant Judgment on the Pleadings as to the Unjust Enrichment 
claim and the Conversion claim was denied because it was not clear from the 
pleadings that there was no situation in which relief could be awarded. The 
motion was granted as to the claim of Detrimental Reliance as it is not an actual 
cause of action in and of itself and is instead an element of other proper causes of 
action which were not pied, and also as to the claim of Fraudulent Concealment of 
Cause of Action because it was considered to be part of an anticipatory defense to 
the statute of limitations argument made by the defendant in its unsuccessful 
attempt to defeat the conversion claim. 

(4) State of Indiana v. Jason Myers, 09D02-1007-FB-000022. Filed 3/14/11. 
This case involved the severe beating of an older male victim by a strong younger 
man at the Logansport racetrack. Prior to this attack the two had been friends 
and each had a racing team that competed frequently. The beating followed an 
argument about a dangerous maneuver the younger man had performed during a 
race. The older man went to yell at the younger one for endangering other drivers 
in the race, and the younger man attacked him, beat him, and kicked him hard in 
the face even after the older man was down on the ground. The kick crushed the 
older man's face, breaking multiple bones and permanently affecting his breathing 
ability and sense of smell. 

The Motion to Strike Defendant's Notice of Defense of Prosecutorial 
Vindictiveness was filed after an enhanced level of charge was added in the 
battery case. After charges were filed, upon discovering that the actual injuries to 
the victim were much more serious than was reflected in the charging documents, 
the enhanced charge was selected. I communicated with the victim and 
afterwards with defense counsel to inform him the new charge would be filed but 
gave him the opportunity to conduct plea negotiations prior to filing the 
enhanced charge. The defense attorney in the case was aggressive throughout 
and outreach to negotiate a plea even to a lesser charge was rebuffed multiple 
times. The State's request to strike the notice of Defense of Prosecutorial 
Vindictiveness as improper under the law was granted. 

(5) State of Indiana v. Alva Parkins, 09C01-0801-FA-1. Filed 2/2/10. 
The Defendant's Motion to Exclude Evidence filed in this case sought to exclude 
evidence of chemicals, instruments and materials used to make 
methamphetamine and exclude a quantity of actual methamphetamine all 
recovered at a red barn located on Biddle's Island in Logansport. This response 
noted that the reliability of two separate informants were well established, and 
that their information was further corroborated by officers who sat in surveillance 
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of the barn for hours prior to the warrant search. Further, the officers walked up 
to the barn within 45 minutes of the warrant request and could smell an organic 
solvent smell coming from it that indicated in the Detective's training and 
experience an active methamphetamine laboratory was in progress. 

B. If applicable, list up to five legislative drafts or court rules you have written or to which 
you contributed significantly. Refer to them by official citation, date, and subject matter. 

Answer 

While I served on IPAC, I often contributed to discussion and collaboration on the 

legislative agenda and assisted in promotion and advocating for some or all the agenda. 

I attended IPAC Council and Commission meetings regularly related to legislative 

initiatives and met legislators. An example from the 2019 legislative session was that I 

supported legislation to allow a child to have a comfort item or a trained support animal 

with them while testifying as a witness in any criminal matter. That was codified as I.C. 
35-40-5-13 and went into effect on July 1, 2019. This legislation directly assists children 

in the often-excruciating task of describing to a room full of strangers during trial how 

they or a family member was abused or killed. 

C. If applicable, list up to five of your contributions to legal journals or other legal 
publications. Provide titles, official citations, and a brief description of the subject matter. 

Answer 

N/A 

D. Identify the five most significant legal matters entrusted to you, whether as ajudge or 
lawyer, and describe why you believe them to be so. 

Answer 

1. As Judge, the opportunity to expand our Pre-trial Release Program has been a 
significant matter and has been a huge development in our criminal practice county
wide. As a prosecutor over the years, I would occasionally intervene in individual 
cases in collaboration with defense attorneys to lower or eliminate bond 
requirements on the promise that they would return for all scheduled hearings. 

Now, with the Pretrial Release Program (PTR), the PTR Director makes a detailed 
report on everyone prior to the court session every morning. She also makes a 
recommendation on whether the person should be included in the program, which 
will allow the person to be released without paying the normal bond amount. The 
key to the success of this initiative is the careful and thorough screening of 
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individuals to minimize the risk to the public and any alleged victims while 
maximizing the defendant's appearance in court. 

I make the preliminary bond decisions for the county at Probable Cause hearings held 
usually within 2-24 hours from the time of arrest. This program is a gateway to the 
future balance between individual liberties and public safety and currently enjoys the 
following performance metrics: an appearance rate of 98 percent for all court 
hearings attended by defendants during their pretrial period, a safety rate showing no 
recidivism (in the form of additional charges) during the pretrial period of 90%. Prior 
to the implementation of the Pretrial Release program in 2018, 70% of the Cass 
County Jail population was being held awaiting trial. As of July 2022, the percent of 
Cass County Jail population being held awaiting trial is 18%. Incidentally, 53% of the 
jail population awaiting trial are subject to holds from out of county agencies and are 
therefore ineligible for Pretrial Release consideration without an override. The PTR 
program helps assure the people who stay in jail pre-trial are higher-risk offenders for 
both safety and risk of appearance. 

Additionally, PTR is making a difference in availability and participation in treatment, 
counselling or classes at the very beginning of a case, well before adjudication occurs, 
by offering voluntary services often at reduced or no cost such as substance abuse 
treatment, personal and group mental health counselling, anger control classes, etc., 
This is also something that I recognized as a need years ago but didn't see an avenue 
to accomplish it until I started looking at the potential of working with community 
partners in an expanded PTR program. 

2. When I worked as a Prosecutor, the Danny Rouse Murder investigation and 

prosecution in Cass County was a significant matter in several ways. Danny Rouse 

preyed upon women and was a serial murderer. Only months before murdering the 

local teenage girl in our case, he had been released to Indiana by the Kansas Parole 

Board on convictions resulting in a life sentence. The Kansas City Parole Board 

released him, however, after only serving a term of years. In the Kansas case, he had 

been visiting a female friend who had a young son. Rouse was also friends with her 

boyfriend, who wasn't home. Rouse volunteered to tuck the little boy in bed and 

read him a bedtime story. Afterward, he came into the kitchen with the female friend 

and began making sexual advances toward her. When she gently rebuffed him, 

telling him they were only friends, he attacked her and began stabbing her in the 

torso dozens of times. She eventually collapsed on the floor and played dead. Rouse 

then went into the 5-year-old boy's room and murdered him while his mother 

listened. 
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After the Kansas Parole Board released him specifically to Indiana, it was 

approximately 8 months until Danny Rouse killed Stephanie Wagner. He worked as a 

dishwasher in the kitchen of the restaurant where she was a waitress. On Halloween 

he came into the dining room at the end of the night which was unusual and began 

helping her prepare the silverware and napkin sets for the next day. Rouse asked 

Stephanie if she wanted to go do something with him and she thanked him but said 

no. On her way home, she saw his car stranded on the side of the roadway with the 

hood propped up. When she stopped to help him, he grabbed her from the vehicle 

and strangled her. He placed Stephanie's body in his trunk and drove a few miles 

away to hide it. Rouse later realized she was still alive and used plastic wire to 

strangle Stephanie again, and then he stabbed her several times to make sure she 

was dead. The next day her car was found on the side of the road, driver door still 

open and the gauzy wings of her butterfly Halloween costume in the back seat. 

I assisted with the prosecution of the case but moreover I was responsible for 

tracking down the former Kansas prosecutor in the prior Kansas murder case and 

obtained information that was invaluable in determining the correct course to take in 

the interview portion of the investigation. We were able to profile Rouse with the 

help of the former prosecutor, and I called retired ISP Homicide Detective Herb Clear 

and asked him to conduct the interview based on the profile. That information 

turned out to be key in his prosecution as it resulted in the location of Stephanie's 

body and in detailed admissions to her murder. He also admitted to several 

additional unsolved murders during the interview, none of which had a motive other 

than for him to experience killing women. 

After Danny Rouse's conviction, the law in Indiana was changed based on the issues 

in the case. Stephanie's mother testified in front of the Indiana General Assembly and 

"Stephanie's Law" was enacted to try to prevent a convicted murderer from being 

paroled in Indiana without public knowledge. The law renamed the Sex Offender 

Registry, and it required those individuals to be placed on the new Sex and Violent 

Offenders Registry. If the workers at the restaurant had known that they were 

working with a convicted murderer, they might have been more careful around 

Rouse, or possibly move to another job. If Stephanie had known about Rouse's past, 

she probably would not have stopped on the side of the road by herself to help 

Rouse that night, and Stephanie would likely be alive today. 
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This case had a huge impact on my life and career because of the pure evil that was 

expressed in Rouse's actions, versus the many people who came together to give 

Stephanie, her family, and his other victims some measure of justice by putting him 

behind bars without the possibility of parole. I feel that my entire career as a 

prosecutor was the right choice because of the part I played in putting Danny Rouse 

behind bars for good. 

3. For 25 years I have steadfastly worked in arson and bombing investigations, 

prosecutions and education in Marion County and Cass County. As a woman working 

in an area of law almost entirely comprised of men, my dedicated work and 

professionalism has positively impacted the perception of women in the field of arson 

investigation and prosecution. 

Arson cases are unique as they are often entirely circumstantial cases where much of 

the evidence is destroyed in the blaze and the remains are analyzed by fire 

investigation experts. This is particularly challenging work, and it is extremely detail 

oriented for both the investigators and the prosecutor. Arson prosecutors often have 

a chance to work their cases vertically, so they start their work at the fire scene or 

scene of the blast and work with investigators to document and develop the best 

evidence possible before screening the case to make a final charging decision. That 

same prosecutor continues to prosecute the charges and take the case through 

discovery and trial. Part of the detail work to vertically prosecute an arson or bomb 

case includes taking the opportunity to go to the scene of the fire or explosion as 

soon as possible after the event and when the scene has been sifted and prepared for 

photographs and documentation of char and burn patterns. 

I've prosecuted and tried numerous arson and bomb cases but among the most 

noteworthy was State v. William Wise. Mr. Wise was a fire dispatcher and former 

firefighter who murdered his 6-week-old son by pouring rubbing alcohol on his 

diaper, all over his nursery as he slept, and then set him on fire. Mr. Wise did not 

want children. He talked his wife into aborting their first child but when she again 

became pregnant, she refused to abort. Six weeks after the Wise's baby was born, 

Mrs. Wise had to go back to work. After Mrs. Wise's first day back to work from 

maternity leave, she fell asleep downstairs in the bedroom. Mr. Wise stayed upstairs 

on the couch close to the baby's room. When she awoke to the smoke alarm, 

ordered her to go to the neighbor's house to call the fire department while he told 
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her he would get the baby from his room. Instead, he put on a set of fire gear and 

calmly waited outside the front door for emergency personnel. 

In approximately twenty minutes there was nothing left in the room over 6 inches tall, 

and it had reached a stage of total burning called "flashover." A good example of the 

forensic reconstruction work using the scientific method in an arson case could be 

seen in the Wise case. As part of the evidence in the two-week jury trial that I tried 

with the former prosecutor on the case, a room was constructed by Steve Shand at 

Barker and Herbert forensic labs to duplicate the baby's room as closely as possible. 

The room was outfitted with similar furniture and combustibles and a controlled burn 

was conducted with no accelerant added to see if the fire would burn the furniture 

and contents to the same point seen in the baby's actual room. The fire in the test 

room was set and allowed to burn for over the estimated time of the fire in the case 

and allowed to reach "flashover" before being extinguished. Every piece of furniture 

was still standing and fully intact after the test fire was put out, in stark contrast to the 

actual fire scene in the case. The fire in the real baby's room had progressed to the 

point that the firefighters had to search for an extended period of time to find any 

remains of the baby. 

The entire test room was put on a trailer and trucked across the state to the south 

entrance area of the City-County Building in Marion County for the trial, with a 24-

hour law enforcement detail to protect it. Jurors were allowed to view the room after 

testimony about its construction and controlled burn conditions. This is the kind of 

detailed work that an arson case can demand and produce. The case had gone to 

trial 2 times before and a mistrial was granted both times for different reasons. As 

the new Lead Arson Prosecutor, I inherited the case. The original prosecutor, who 

had taken a new job as a civil attorney, was very dedicated to the case and agreed to 

come back for the third trial. We tried the case together, and after 2 full weeks of 

trial, Mr. Wise was convicted of murdering his infant son. 

Other notable arson cases I prosecuted include a case that occurred at a gas station 

when a young woman turned the gas pump on her girlfriend and lit the stream of 

gasoline, burning her friend alive; a case of a drug deal gone bad where a man was 

beaten afterward, placed in a metal garbage can unconscious and lit on fire; and a 

case in which a man was grooming other young males to set his condemned house 

on fire for him so he could collect insurance money. He went to the house the day 
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before, paid for the gas utility to be turned back on and lit the pilot light on the 

furnace so that when the boys poured the gasoline, the home would blow up and 

eliminate the witnesses. Fortunately, the boys heard the click of the furnace turn on 

while they were pouring gasoline throughout the home and ran for the door to try to 

escape. The boys were injured but not killed from the blast which blew them out of 

the door. They testified against the man who paid them to light the fire. 

4. The Roosevelt Leggs murder prosecution was particularly important because he 

was attacking, raping and sometimes killing transient females. He was tracked 

throughout several states committing similar offenses. He was vicious. For example, 

he once broke his girlfriend's thigh bone in half with his bare hands. The victim in my 

case was lured to an abandoned house. She was then bashed in the head and left 

alone in excruciating pain to die from a slow bleeding internal injury at the base of 

her brain stem. If the jury had not found him guilty, there would have been more 

victims and deaths. 

The significance of the prosecution went beyond the halting of heinous crimes. The 

deceased victim and the family of the victim lived in a house just a block or so away 

from the abandon home where the victim was killed. At the beginning of the case 

the victim's family had little to no confidence in the criminal system to deliver any 

justice for their family, especially since the victim was trading sex acts for drugs at the 

time of her murder, and she was black, and all three members of her prosecution 

team were white females. I believe our work changed their perception of us to 

people who cared about their daughter, who fought for justice for her and them, and 

who delivered on the promise of a criminal justice system that works for victims as 

well as defendants. 

5. In 2014, I prosecuted a week-long murder trial in Cass County involving two 

elderly male neighbors who lived in the country and who constantly antagonized 

each other. The defendant Loren Fry shot the victim twice in the head at close range 

on a lone country road. Afterwards, believing there were no eyewitnesses, he drove 

to Michigan to look at Christmas trees and establish an alibi. The case involved 

hundreds of exhibits and close to a full week of testimony. 

Although I didn't have an opportunity to take over the case until a few months before 

trial, I had canvassed the entire country road including homes and businesses where 
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the murder occurred. I talked with people in every inhabited house and every 

employee working the day of the crime early in the prosecution because I was 

interested in the case and couldn't stay away from it. Those interviews ended up 

being the puzzle pieces that later fit together perfectly with all the other evidence to 

prove that the defendant's alibi still placed him and no one else than him with the 

victim at the scene of the murder at the very time of the murder. In fact, his own alibi 

worked against him when he intentionally placed a timed gas station receipt in his 

wallet to attempt to show that he was somewhere else that day. The timing was spot 

on with the testimony of witnesses who saw him on the road chasing the victim prior 

to the shooting. He had just enough time to get from the crime scene to that gas 

station outside of the county. The defendant was a recluse, a disorganized hoarder 

and avoided people. However, the day of the shooting he took his credit card into 

the gas station rather than pay at the pump and made conversation with the clerk 

who was in front of camera equipment. As he was leaving the station, one of the 

cameras outside recorded him using a pen to mark on something that he placed in 

his wallet before getting into his truck. Upon looking at the receipt, which was 

recovered from the defendant's wallet after his arrest, there was a large star marked 

on the back of the gas station receipt in ink. Not knowing when or if he would be 

arrested, he marked it and placed it in his wallet. 

People in Cass County were highly aware of the case, and it had a huge impact on the 

feeling of overall security in the community. Both the defendant and his victim were 

well known throughout the county. One operated a popular Christmas tree farm, and 

the other had eleven siblings and a big extended family in the area. 

This was the first murder trial to go to jury in Cass County in many years, it was 

complicated because of all the pieces of evidence that had to come in to see the big 

picture and because it was a mostly circumstantial case. The defendant did not get 

away with murder like some people in the community thought he would. 

This trial was particularly significant for me personally. In January 2014, I announced 

my candidacy for Prosecutor approximately 4 weeks before the trial set in early 

February. My mother had had a massive heart attack just before I made the 

announcement and she remained in the hospital in Indianapolis. On the day of the 

final pre-trial conference held two weeks before trial, I received a call from my mother 

in distress while I was in court waiting for the hearing to begin. My mother stopped 
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breathing and coded during the hearing. Medical staff informed me later that they 

were able to revive her, but she was without oxygen for a significant period of time. 

She was placed on a ventilator in a coma to see if she could recover and breathe 

again on her own. The next day, the trial was continued for one month until March 

10, 2014. Although it took months, my mother recovered and eventually was able to 

go back home. Mr. Fry was convicted of murder after a 4-day jury trial. 

7. Efforts to Improve the Legal System, Administration of Justice, or Society 

A. Describe your efforts, achievements, or contributions (including written work, speeches, 
or presentations) toward the improvement of the law, the legal system, or the 
administration of justice. Include a description of any management or leadership roles 
you undertook to achieve these goals and describe any specific instances in which your 
collaborative efforts helped achieve these goals. 

Answer 

I have spent several years attempting to improve our legal system and how it affects my 
community. Individual cases can sometimes expose deep community needs. Whether 
it's a crime victim struggling to overcome the fear of another assault, a criminal 
defendant trying to better themselves and avoid temptations, or parents who face great 
obstacles caring for their families, I try to learn from people I encounter in every aspect 
of our legal system so that the knowledge I gain may be used to find better solutions to 
community problems. Some examples of ways I have attempted to improve our legal 
system, administration of justice or society are as follows: 

A key aspect in improving the legal system and the administration of justice is working 
well with other judges, officials, lawyers, and the public. I treat people the way I would 
like to be treated - with kindness, empathy, and respect. I also expect the same of 
others, and a clear expectation like that brings out the best in people. When there is a 
problem in our court system or a policy that needs to be created or changed, I outreach 
to others who might be impacted depending on the situation such as the other Judges, 
Sheriff, Clerk, Auditor, Police Chief, Commissioners, Council members, Community 
Corrections, Probation, and PTR Director. Sometimes I have a suggested solution in 
mind, but I'm always open to other ideas or ways to improve the situation. Because I 
work well with all these parties and am sensitive to their perspectives, work gets done 
faster and with collegiality. Genuine good will toward community partners does as much 
to improve the legal system as good law does, and sometimes more. 
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Recently, I joined the newly created Domestic Relations Bench book Committee that is 
tasked with putting together a Bench book for this practice area for judges to use as a 
reference. All judges will be better if we have access to updated reference materials, and 
I am excited to be a part of this effort. 

As Judge, I have guided the expansion of Cass County's Pre-trial Release Program (PTR). 
As the Intake Court for all new cases, Cass Superior Court 2 makes pretrial release 
determinations at an arrestee's probable cause hearing, those who were accepted were 
released under the program's supervision within 1-24 hours of arrest. Expediting release 
allowed us to not only limit exposure to the existing inmate population during the 
pandemic, but also to combat the negative effects of pretrial detention, such as 
increased recidivism and misconduct. I authorized changes to our PTR evaluations 
process and supervision strategies, which allowed us to identify and pilot new ways to 
promote evidence-based decision making in lieu of blanket decisions that do not 
consider a defendant's individual criminogenic needs. We have now served over 400 
clients in the PTR program and have achieved certified program status. Incidentally, we 
have calculated over $900,000 savings each year to Cass County through our program. 

We expanded our target population in efforts to not only further maintain a lower jail 
population, but also make more individual release determinations versus blanket 
reincarceration for minor violations. Defendants arrested on Failure to Appear Warrants, 
pending probation violations and existing pretrial participants rearrested for a new 
misdemeanor charge may be screened and considered for release back to program at an 
increased level of supervision when appropriate. Use of intermediate and administrative 
sanctions has also been expanded. 

Evidence-based decision making goes beyond pretrial and flows throughout the entire 
criminal court process, including bond revocations and sentencing. We have begun 
keeping similar statistical perfor·mance metrics in other areas such as Community 
Corrections and Juvenile Probation, so that we can track individuals across several areas. 
We have also expanded the PTR program to prioritize needs-based supervision that 
connects clients to resources when appropriate and that includes substance abuse 
programming, medication-assisted treatment (MAT), employment agencies, mental 
health counselling and assistance with HIP Applications. Currently 35% of our PTR 
population participates in some level of voluntary programming. 

As Cass County Prosecutor I wrote grants to help attain public safety goals, including 
victim services and domestic violence victim services grants. The domestic violence grant 
included a public awareness campaign of anti-domestic violence billboards in both 
English and Spanish. Additionally, I secured funding and established a multijurisdictional 

20 



INDIANA JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 

drug task force which spanned a four-county region. I created programs, budgets, goals, 
activities, and performance measures for the grant which assisted Cass, White, Pulaski, 
and Carroll Counties from 2001 through 2009. I also wrote a grant to add attorney staff 
and resources to work more in depth on methamphetamine and opioid cases from 2014-
2019. 

I served while an elected Prosecutor as Board member and Chair of the Indiana 
Prosecuting Attorneys Council and IPAC subcommittee Chair of Adult Protective Services. 
On the IPAC Board, I worked to add, eliminate, and adjust laws to improve our system of 
justice for citizens statewide. I presented at several conferences about Adult Protective 
Services to train Prosecutors and their staff about what APS is and how it can help 
protect and assist endangered adults in their communities. I advocated for increased 
funding for APS Hub counties to better serve communities across the state. 

I organized and led multidisciplinary focused groups for the benefit of victims and 
community safety in Cass County such as our Sexual Assault Response Team and Child 
Fatality Review Team. I have worked collaboratively as a member of boards and work 
groups to help improve our legal system including Cass County Community Corrections 
Advisory Board, Domestic Violence Task Force, North Central Juvenile Correctional 
Facility Advisory Board, Cass County JDAI work groups, Logansport School Safety 
Council, and Ball State University's Legal Studies Program Advisory Board. 

I have enthusiastically mentored students throughout my career and believe in investing 
time and resources in children and young adults. In Cass County, I have worked with 
Indiana Law Schools, universities such as Ball State and Valparaiso, Logansport, and 
Pioneer High Schools to provide internships for students who showed an interest in law 
each year over the past 20 years. Many of my mentees have gone on to graduate from 
law school and are contributing to the legal profession or are now in their own 

professional careers. 

While in Marion County, I served as a Mock trial team coach in the Boy Scouts Learning 
for Life Exploring Law Mock Trial Competition and took our team to the national 
competitions in Washington DC. I continued to coach teams, and later joined the 
ABA/Learning for Life National Mock Trial Board, helping conduct the competitions every 
July throughout the United States until around 2009 when I stopped to help my husband 
Randy with summer parades and festivals in his district. 

I loved working with the students and seeing them progress from knowing nothing 
about trials to months later being able to take a mock case to trial with skill that rivaled 
that of some attorneys. Even better that watching their skills improve was watching the 
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change in each student's self-confidence with each trial. There is nothing more powerful 
than the investment of time in a young person's life. I believe that someone investing 
time and caring about a child stays in their psyche and builds resiliency in them for future 
challenges. 

In 2000 I organized and conducted all aspects of the week-long ABA/LFL National Mock 
Trial Competition for high school students from all over the country on the Butler 
University campus and recruited Indiana attorney judges for over fifty-five separate 
bench trials. 

B. Describe your efforts, achievements, or contributions (including written work, speeches, 
or presentations) concerning civic, political, or social issues. Include a description of any 
management or leadership roles you undertook in this area and describe any specific 
instances in which your collaborative efforts in this area led to a successful result. 

Answer 

Many aspects of my work have addressed social, civic, and political issues. My work with 
the PTR program, Cass County Community Foundation and Kiwanis programs directly 
addresses and impact the needs of children as well as other social issues. 

Pre-Trial Release affects not only individuals but also any children in the family and can 
keep the parent/defendant in the household at least until disposition of the case, 
promoting family stability. If incarceration is later ordered, the time granted on PTR 
provides the opportunity for plans to be made for the benefit of the children. 

Also, many of the legislative issues I worked on with IPAC were designed to protect 
children or vulnerable adults. During the two years I served on the IPAC Adult 
Protective Services sub-committee and then for 5 more years serving on the IPAC Board 
of Directors, I worked on legislation that impacted social issues. For example, the law 
which allows parents to seek a protective order to protect their children and halt sexual 
grooming behaviors by other adults (see) was one that I collaborated on and supported. 
It is now codified in I.C. 34-26-5-2(c)(4). 

Regarding political issues, prior to becoming a judge I was a Precinct Chairperson, and I 
served as the Secretary for the 4th Congressional District. I volunteered to work at 
parades, fundraisers, and assisted many candidates in their efforts to be elected. I 
successfully organized and ran a campaign for election twice for Prosecutor, and I 
faithfully supported my husband in his campaigns for State Senate for twelve years. 

C. Describe your efforts, achievements, or contributions (including written work, speeches, 
or presentations) to improve your local, state, or national community through charitable 
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work or public service. Include a description of any management or leadership roles you 
undertook in this area and describe any specific instances in which your collaborative 
efforts in this area led to a successful result. 

Answer 

I choose projects to work on that help the community or specific people and that are 
also uplifting to me personally. As a prosecutor I had a lot of compassion for people in 
all seats in the room. I have seen many cases that are heartbreaking for the people in 
every single seat. I try to spend the rest of my time outside of casework looking at all the 
good and potential for good in the world. 

I have spoken to area high schools multiple times over the past twenty-two years on 
topics including career counselling advice, talking about the dangers of drug and alcohol 
use and abuse, domestic violence education and how to identify and handle abusive 
behaviors and relationships, the importance of education and staying in school, and what 
law school is like and paths and ways to get there. 

I have spoken several times to the male population and their family members at North 
Central Juvenile Facility who were graduates of their T.A.S.C. exam program to receive 
their High School Equivalency (H.S.E.) degree. Prior to the graduation date, I asked them 
to fill out a questionnaire about things they like, their feelings about the fact that they 
have accomplished this milestone achievement, and what their goals and dreams are for 
the future. When I spoke as the keynote at their graduation ceremonies, I used the 
information to enhance the celebration of their outstanding achievements and 
encourage their dreams for future opportunities. 

Many times, I have met children and adults involved in cases who were living in 
shockingly abusive circumstances but who thought that it was normal and that everyone 
lived that way. 

To help educate kids about how to recognize abusive communication and behaviors, I 
worked with the Cass County Domestic Violence Task Force to hire and fund the 
professional team of actors called Act Out to come to our area high schools yearly when I 
was a Prosecutor. Act Out would role play abuse scenarios to an auditorium of students. 
During the scenarios, the actors freeze the action to directly discuss the situation with the 
students so they can interact by directly addressing the characters. Afterward, the actors 
would stop the scene and talk with the students to dissect what was happening. The 
students learn how to spot controlling language and behaviors, sexting abuse, bullying, 
as well as emotional and physical abuse. It is incredibly exciting to see the students 
engage with the actors and not only learn from them but also from each other by 
actively engaging in discussions about a topic that is seldom broached with kids. 
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Working on the Cass County Community Foundation (CCCF) Board over the past several 
years has been one of the most rewarding service experiences of my life. CCCF is the 
preeminent philanthropic organization in Cass County. We ended 2021 with $32.5 
million in assets and are putting $1 million dollars a year back into the community 
through grants, scholarships, and designated gifts. I just finished serving as Chair of the 
CCCF Board in 2021 and am now serving as Immediate Past Chair for 2022. Here are 
some of my favorite projects we work on that impact our community: 

We are constantly developing and executing projects to enrich and change our 
community for the better. We have recently been working on S.T.E.M. projects for 
children including funding and helping to organize robotics teams throughout our 
county and funding their kits and trips to large competitions. We also feature the 
robotics teams as an extension of our booth at the Cass County 4-H Fair every summer. 

During CCCF banquets celebrating the finalists for our full-ride Lilly Scholarship, I have 
served as keynote speaker and have also spoken during events such as award receptions 
to thank local people for outstanding service and commitment to our community. 

CCCF awards substantial scholarships every year to individuals and to community groups 
in support of their goals. Many of the scholarships are for post-high school education. 
This January, however, we kicked off a new program tentatively called the Richard and 
Rose Gates Discovery Award. It will be a scholarship for high school students to pursue 
special programs and summer opportunities in the fields of academics, arts, or leadership 
to help them develop interests that inspire them. This year the fund was used to pay for 
a gifted music student to study directly with a master of his investment. 

In 2019, the CCCF funded an emergency management system called Raptor to be 
installed in all fourteen public school buildings serving Cass County. The grant was made 
to be proactive about keeping our students safe in the schools in response to nationwide 
growing violence against students and schools. Raptor Technologies is a national leader 
in providing integrated school safety systems that monitors and provides instant 
screenings of visitors, contactors, and volunteers who seek to enter a school building. 
The technology also gives real-time reporting dashboards to track the status and 
location of every person in a building in the event of an emergency. 

Currently CCCF staff and selected board members are assisting a drug recovery group 
called 5th Dimension establish their own board structure and bylaws and have assisted 
them in the purchase and development of property to be used as an after-care recovery 
house to support participants' continued sobriety. CCCF recently purchased a lovely 
historic home on riverfront property with several bedrooms for the recovery home 
residence. The CCCF also dedicated additional funding to help purchase new furniture, 
home goods, and start-up costs for the recovery house. The home and property are 
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being further prepared for the new use, and we expect to welcome the first residents this 
spring. The individuals chosen to live in the house will have already successfully 
completed drug/alcohol treatment and will not have active court cases related to their 
addiction(s). Part of the requirements of their residency in addition to the payment of 
rent will be an accountability package of showing verified employment, continued 
participation in after-care programming and random screens to ensure maintained 
sobriety. I have supported these efforts from the beginning talks several years ago, and I 
am thrilled to see this long-term dream of supportive housing for people in active 
drug/alcohol addiction recovery come true for Cass County and the 5th Dimension 
Recovery Group. 

D. Describe the nature and extent of any pro bona legal services you have contributed. 

Answer 

My work as a prosecutor impacted my ability to provide classic pro bono legal services, 
but I have attempted to help in the following ways: 

I have participated in Talk to a Lawyer Day taking calls from the public over a dozen 
times in the past sixteen years and have enjoyed it. Basically, I would take all incoming 
calls for the program and talk with people about what type of questions they wanted to 
ask. I had a list of all attorneys participating that were stationed nearby at different 
phone extensions and knew which practice areas they felt comfortable advising people. 
would route the calls to the best attorney for each caller. 

I also have participated in Law Day for Cass County every year it has been conducted 
since 2001. Some years I have organized the Prosecutor's Office attorneys to lead the 
student group tours around to all the county offices. Most of the years I also make 
presentations to the student groups at one or more of the courthouse tour stops, and 
one year I organized the entire event which is a rite of passage for all new Cass County 
attorneys. 

E. Indicate your experience teaching law. Provide the dates, names of institutions or 
programs, and a description of the subject matter taught. 

Answer 

Lecturer/Teacher 
• 2010-2021 - Conducted 2 and 3-day accredited Indiana Association of Arson 

Investigator (IAAI) Certified Fire Investigator (CFI) mock trial training for students to 
receive live testimony experience hours for credit to become a CFI. 
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• 2008 Indiana Fire and Arson Conference - Presented interactive Arson 
Investigation refresher program for 200+ conference attendees. Also participated as 

a legal issues panelist. 
• 2001-2019 - Presented search and seizure updates and refreshers for Cass 

County Law Enforcement Personnel. 
• 2000 Elkhart Fire Department Seminar - Investigating and Prosecuting Arson 

Cases Effectively. Seminar presented to Law Enforcement, Fire Investigators, and 
Prosecutors. 

• 2000 Marion County Bomb Squad Presentation - Tips for bomb case 
development. 

• 2000 Indiana Fire and Arson Conference - Legal issues Panelist. 
• 1999 Indiana Fire and Arson Conference - Effective Testimony and Courtroom 

Demeanor Presentation and Legal Issue Panelist. 
• 1998 Charter Hospital Lecture Series-Arson Profiling and Interrogation Case 

Studies. 
• 1998 Washington Township Arson Investigation and Prosecution School- Fire 

Investigation Case Preparation, Direct and Cross Examination Training, and 
Courtroom Demeanor Techniques Class. 

8. Memberships and Other Activities 

A. List any memberships and offices you have held in professional organizations, including 
dates and descriptions of both the organization's purpose and your involvement. 

Answer 

• Cass County Bar Association, member 2000-current. The association is a 
voluntary bar association that provides networking, education, advocates for 
legal research funding and they provide community scholarships each year. 

• Ball State University Legal Studies Program Advisory Board, member 
2001-current. This board supports, reviews, and works to improve 
programming of the Ball State Legal Studies Major, which is one of fewer than 
300 nationally accredited programs by the American Bar Association. 

• Cass County Child Protection Team, former member 2001-2019. The Team 
is comprised of multiple public service agencies in law enforcement, health, 
housing, probation, community corrections, and children's social care for the 
purpose of working together to ensure vulnerable children are identified, 
cared for and protected. 

• Cass County Domestic Violence Taskforce, former member 2004-2019. The 
Taskforce is a domestic violence service organization that supports victims of 
domestic abuse. We developed targeted literature designed to be small so it 

26 



INDIANA JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 

could be slipped into a pocket or shoe undetected. We held meetings to 
develop strategies to assist victims with such things as emergency planning, 
housing, and communication resources, and we raised funds to support the 
needs of domestic violence victims and help lead them out of the cycle of 
violence. 

• National District Attorneys Association (NOAA}, former member 2014-
2019. NDAA provides training opportunities, research, technical assistance as 
well as federal advocacy for member prosecutors and law enforcement 
professionals. 

• Indiana State Bar Association (ISBA}, member. ISBA is a voluntary bar 
association providing resources, networking, legislative advocacy, and support 
for members. 
Indiana Prosecuting Attorneys Council (IPAC}, past Board member 2015-
2019 and Chairman of the Board 2019. IPAC is a non-partisan, independent 
statutorily created state judicial branch agency comprised of all state 
prosecuting attorneys and chief deputies. The IPAC board works to provide 
legal research, manuals and training seminars for prosecutors and law 
enforcement. They also serve as a liaison to other state agencies and 
commissions. Each year we would put together a legislative package and 
advocate for it during the legislative session. We conducted statewide 
trainings for prosecutors and law enforcement multiple times every year. I 
lead board meetings and worked with legislators, office holders and staff in a 
collaborative way to accomplish public safety goals. 

B. List any memberships and offices you have held in civic, charitable, or service 
organizations, including dates and descriptions of both the organization's purpose and 
your involvement. 

Answer 

• Logansport Noon Kiwanis Club, member 2001-current and Distinguished 
Past President 2007. Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated 
to helping children and communities. I was chosen for the Kiwanian of the 
Year in 2008 for my work expanding programs, increasing membership, and 
adding scholarships awarded. 

• Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Cass County, Board member 2004-2008. BBBS 
provides community mentors for children. 

• Cass County Family YMCA, past Board member 2008-2015 and President 
2013-2014. YMCA serves the community by improving the health and well-
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being of people of all ages and by empowering young people through 
various programs. 

• Modern Mrs. Community Service Club, Member and Past President 2013-
present. Club raises funds for local projects to benefit the community and 
children of Galveston and Walton. 
Cass County Community Foundation, Board member 2015-current and 
2022 Past President. CCCF is entrusted with generous donations from citizens 
and community groups who wish to establish and grow various charitable 
funds. The funds are professionally invested and CCCF provides resources 
and leadership assistance to distribute the interest income from the 
investments to provide educational scholarships and grants for community 
improvements. Please see my answer to 7(c) for more detailed information 
regarding my involvement. 

C. List any memberships and offices you hold in social clubs or organizations. If any club or 
organization restricts its membership based on race, sex, religion, or national origin, 
please describe your efforts within the organization to eliminate restrictions. 

Answer 

Columbia Club, membership with husband, Randy Head, 2008-present 

D. Describe your hobbies and other leisure activities. 

Answer 

My hobbies include working with our Husky mix rescue dog, Sherman, travelling when 
possible, and making my mother's and grandmother's recipes from scratch. 

9. Legal Proceedings 

A. List any lawsuits or legal proceedings in any jurisdiction, including but not limited to 
bankruptcies, dissolutions, and criminal matters to which you have been a party. Provide 
dates, case numbers, courts, names of other parties, and, if needed, a brief explanation. 
(If minor children are involved [i.e. an adoption], use initials only.) 

Answer 

Because of my past position as Prosecuting Attorney and my current position as Cass 
Superior Court 2 Judge, I am or was a named party in many criminal expungement and 
driving privilege cases filed in Cass County. 
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B. If you ever have been arrested or cited for any violation of the law other than for routine 
traffic violations, provide dates, jurisdictions, and an explanation of the event and its 
resolution. 

Answer 

No 

C. If you have been disciplined or cautioned, formally or informally, by the Indiana Supreme 
Court Disciplinary Commission, by the Indiana Commission on Judicial Qualifications, by 
the Indiana Supreme Court, or by similar entities in any other jurisdiction, identify each 
instance by date, case number (if applicable), and describe the circumstances and the 
nature of the outcome or resolution. 

Answer 

No 

D. If you have any outstanding federal, state, or local tax obl igations, please itemize and 
explain. I was ill earlier in the year, so I extended my deadline to submit personal taxes 
for 2021. 

Answer 

None 

10. References 

A. Provide the names of three attorneys who have been your professional adversaries in 
your practice or who have litigated substantial cases in your court and who would be in 
positions to comment on your qualifications for appointment to an Indiana Appellate 
Court (contact information to be included in Part Two of this application). 

Answer 

1. Mark Fryman 

2. Sheryl Pherson 

3. Joe Thieke 
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B. Provide the names of three professional references other than those listed in Question 
1OA (contact information to be included in Part Two of this application). 

Answer 

1. Honorable Thomas C. Perrone 

2. Bridget Enyeart 

3. Sheriff Ed Schroder 

C. Provide the names of three personal references other than those listed in Question 1OA 
or 1OB (contact information to be included in Part Two of this application). 

Answer 

1. Kevin Enyeart 

2. Dave Powell 

3. Deanna Crispen 
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