
   
  October 24, 2022 
 
The Honorable Eric J. Holcomb 
Governor of Indiana 
Room 206, State House 
200 W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 

 
 

Dear Governor Holcomb: 
 

The Indiana Judicial Nominating Commission met on Wednesday, October 12, 
2022, and selected its nominees for the upcoming vacancy on the Court of Appeals of 
Indiana due to the appointment of appellate court Judge Derek R. Molter to the Indiana 
Supreme Court. On behalf of the Commission, and pursuant to Article 7, Section 10 of the 
Indiana Constitution, I submit to you the three candidates the Commission found to be the 
most highly qualified: Judge Paul A. Felix, Carol N. Joven, and Judge Dana J. Kenworthy. 

 
In selecting these candidates, the Commission considered all information pertinent 

to the non-exclusive statutory factors: legal education and honors; legal writings; reputation 
in the practice of law; physical condition and health; financial interests; and public service 
activities, including writings, speeches, and contributions to the improvement of the 
administration of justice.  

 
With this letter, we are forwarding to your office the nominees’ complete 

applications and letters of recommendation. As required by statute and on the 
Commission’s behalf, I offer the following evaluation of each candidate’s qualifications. 
 

Hamilton Circuit Court Judge Paul A. Felix 
 

A patient leader, who is dedicated to the law and passionate about access to justice, 
Paul Felix impressed the Commission not only with his even-tempered oratory skills but 
also with his nuanced grasp of complex legal issues. A fellow practitioner described Judge 



Felix as having a reputation among his colleagues for “earnestness and intellectual 
curiosity and rigor.” Whether he is working on amendments to the Trial Rules, educating 
others on civility in practice, or leading administrative efforts to reform the juvenile justice 
system, Paul Felix demonstrates that he is a collaborative innovator who will be an asset 
on the Court of Appeals.  

 
Paul Felix earned his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Indiana University 

Bloomington in 1992 and his Juris Doctorate from Indiana University Maurer School of 
Law in 1995. While in law school, he served as a certified legal intern with the Johnson 
County Prosecutor’s Office, and he continued working there as a deputy prosecuting 
attorney after graduation. In this role, he handled cases involving domestic violence, 
juvenile delinquency, and post-conviction relief. Paul Felix also created the office’s first 
Domestic Violence Unit, a division dedicated to stopping the cycle of domestic violence 
and offering criminal defendants a chance to rehabilitate. In 2007, then-Governor Mitch 
Daniels appointed Paul Felix to serve as Judge of the Carmel City Court. Judge Felix 
wasted no time in his new role, seizing the opportunity to lead his court in the transition to 
Odyssey and starting the Teen Safe Driving Program to ensure safe-driving practices 
among young drivers.  

 
In 2009, Judge Felix was elected as Judge of the Hamilton Circuit Court, and he has 

successfully retained the judicial seat in two elections. Presiding over a court of general 
jurisdiction, approximately 20% of the cases he hears are major felony criminal cases, 35% 
are family law cases, and 45% are a variety of civil cases, including contract disputes and 
environmental litigation. As a judicial officer, Judge Felix has presided over hundreds of 
bench trials and sixty jury trials, including a ten-day civil jury trial that resulted in a 
multimillion-dollar verdict, and a partially virtual jury trial in an automobile collision case 
during the pandemic. Recently, Judge Felix was appointed to be the presiding judge of the 
Hamilton County Drug Court after spending eight years as an assisting judge.  

 
In one of his most significant and nationally publicized cases, Judge Felix presided 

over a juvenile delinquency proceeding that involved a school shooting. The juvenile, a 
Noblesville middle school student, brought into school two guns and hundreds of rounds 
of ammunition where he shot a student and teacher, seriously injuring both. Although the 
juvenile admitted to the allegations filed against him, Judge Felix—at the dispositional 
hearing—faced the arduous task of imposing a sentence that addressed the needs of the 
traumatized community while balancing the rehabilitative needs of the juvenile.  

 
Committed to the administration of justice, Paul Felix frequently leads efforts to 

improve court services. For example, he helped develop the Hamilton County Youth 
Assistance Program, which focuses on preventing at-risk youth from entering the justice 
system. This program was later implemented statewide by statute as a result of Paul Felix’s 
collaboration with the General Assembly. Additionally, since 2014, he has chaired 
Hamilton County’s Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative. Through collaboration with 



juvenile justice stakeholders, he has led the team to significantly reduce the number of 
juvenile detainees by implementing an objective screening assessment tool to determine 
the appropriateness of release in lieu of detention. Further, noting a gap in his county’s 
local rules, Judge Felix seized the opportunity to form the Hamilton County Local Rule 
Committee to address matters related to the filing of dispositive motions. 

 
A frequent collaborator with members of the judiciary to improve access to justice, 

Judge Felix has served on the Indiana Supreme Court’s Criminal Law Policy Committee, 
the Innovation Initiative, and the Court Personnel Committee. As part of the Court 
Personnel Committee, he proposed a rule change to reinforce the ethical responsibilities of 
judges to ensure that staff receive ongoing training. Paul Felix currently serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Indiana Judicial Conference and on the Indiana Supreme Court’s 
Committee on Rules and Procedures. In his role on the latter, Judge Felix assisted the Rules 
Committee in drafting Rule 6.2 of the Rules of Admission and Discipline, which allows 
for both retired and out-of-state attorneys to provide pro bono services in Indiana without 
needing to return to active service or to obtain a license to practice in Indiana. Additionally, 
Paul Felix contributed to amendments to former Administrative Rule 9 and worked on 
necessary revisions to update the Rules of Criminal Procedure. Since July 2022, Judge 
Felix has also been part of the Youth Justice Oversight Committee, which collects data on 
programs to reduce youth recidivism.  

 
Dedicated to his community and to developing student leaders, Paul Felix is a 

member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of Noblesville, a member of the 
Board of Managers for the YMCA of Fishers, and a co-chair of the Alumni Network for 
the Boy Scouts of America. He frequently presents on the topics of citizenship and civics 
to the local troops of the Boys and Girls Club of Noblesville, and annually speaks to 
students on Constitution Day. Judge Felix also participates in the “We the People” 
competition and serves as a volunteer judge for both mock trial competitions and Indiana 
University law schools’ moot court competitions. Paul Felix is also a member of the Board 
of Directors for Hamilton County Community Corrections and serves as an interviewer for 
the State Board of Law Examiners Committee on Character and Fitness. He is a former 
member of the Board of Directors for the Beth El Zedeck congregation and a past president 
of the Kiwanis of Carmel Clay.  

 
Paul Felix is a current member of the Indiana Judges Association (currently serving 

on the Board of Managers), the Sagamore Inn of Court, and the Hamilton County Bar 
Association (HCBA), and he is a former member of the Johnson County Bar Association. 
In his previous roles as a Pro Bono Committee liaison for the HCBA and member of the 
Board of Directors for District F Pro Bono, Paul Felix focused his efforts on finding local 
attorneys who could offer pro bono legal services to low-income individuals. He is a 
frequent presenter of continuing legal education (CLE) programs on topics such as 
contempt, rules updates, and civility in the law.  

 



In his spare time, Paul Felix likes to go on walks and play competitive backgammon 
with his children. During the pandemic, he learned to brew his own beer, kombucha, and 
mead. And he also now owns beehives with partners in an apiary. 
 

Carol Nemeth Joven, Esq. 
 

Through her experiences as a government attorney, a private practitioner focused 
on complex civil litigation, a leader in the Indiana legal community, and a seasoned 
appellate advocate, Carol Nemeth Joven has demonstrated her dedication to improving the 
legal system in Indiana. Her colleagues praise her as a thoughtful and compassionate 
advocate who “appreciates the real-world ramifications that appellate court decisions can 
have on the day-to-day practice of law.” Carol Joven impressed the Commission with her 
intellectual curiosity and collaborative, open-minded approach to appellate work. 

 
Carol Joven earned her Bachelor of Arts in Economics with high distinction from 

Indiana University Bloomington in 1991. As an undergraduate, she was awarded the 
“Hoosier Scholar Award,” inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society, and received 
a certificate in the Liberal Arts and Management Program. She then graduated cum laude 
from Indiana University Maurer School of Law in 1994, having earned the Glenn D. Peters 
Scholarship and the School of Law Fellowship Award. As a law student, Carol Joven was 
on the editorial staff of the Indiana Law Journal and received the American Jurisprudence 
Award for Civil Procedure. She worked as a summer associate with May, Oberfell, and 
Lorber; clerked at Kelley, Belcher, and Brown; and served as a summer clerk for the City 
Attorney of South Bend. 

 
After graduating law school, Carol Joven clerked for the Honorable Judge John G. 

Baker of the Court of Appeals of Indiana. She then joined the Indiana Office of the 
Attorney General and, during her tenure, worked in the Advisory, Appeals, and Tort 
Litigation sections. As a deputy attorney general, she advised state administrative agencies 
on regulations and hearings, reviewed proposed administrative regulations and state 
contracts for statutory compliance, wrote appellate briefs, and presented oral arguments in 
both criminal and civil appeals. Carol Joven routinely defended state agencies and 
employees in civil proceedings, including a jury trial in which she represented the Indiana 
Department of Transportation in a case involving a construction-zone accident.  

 
In 1998, Carol Joven joined White & Raub LLP. In this role, she defended clients 

in state and federal courts in a variety of matters, including transportation, professional 
liability, product liability, premises liability, and construction. She later accepted a position 
with Price, Waicukauski & Riley, LLC, and, in 2017, became managing member of the 
firm. Her practice focused on representing plaintiffs in complex civil matters, including 
business litigation, legal malpractice, civil rights, and personal injury claims. In 2021, 
Carol Joven joined her current firm, Williams and Piatt, LLC, where she specializes in civil 



trial and appellate work. Throughout her career, Carol Joven has participated in ten jury 
trials, several bench trials, and an arbitration hearing. She has also drafted hundreds of 
appellate briefs and presented multiple oral arguments in the Court of Appeals of Indiana 
and the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. And she has assisted with 
the briefing on a petition for certiorari to the United States Supreme Court in a case 
involving an equal protection claim under the Fourteenth Amendment. 

 
One of Carol Joven’s most significant cases was an antitrust matter in which she 

and two of her colleagues represented a shopping center developer in a two-week jury trial 
in federal court. Though antitrust was a new area of the law for her, her background in 
economics proved useful. Through Carol Joven’s thorough and exemplary briefing, she 
helped lead her team to victory at both the summary judgment phase and trial.  

 
Carol Joven’s involvement in the Indianapolis Bar Association (IBA) further 

demonstrates the significant contributions she has made to the administration of justice in 
Indiana. As chair of the IBA’s Executive Committee of the Appellate Practice Section, she 
has provided Hoosier attorneys with CLE programing, networking opportunities, and 
scholarships to attend national training programs. She has also planned seminars and served 
as a moderator on panels relating to appellate practice, including the annual Appellate 
Roundtable. While serving as a member of the Executive Committee of the Appellate 
Practice Section, she helped create the IBA’s Indiana Appellate Institute, which offers 
moot court simulations to help lawyers prepare for oral argument. And through the 
Appellate Practice Section’s Amicus Committee, she has filed several amicus briefs in 
cases before the Indiana Supreme Court, including one pertaining to appellate courts 
addressing issues that were not raised by the parties and encouraging more oral arguments. 
Carol Joven has also served as a member on the IBA’s Executive Committee of the Women 
and Law Division. In that role, she participated in the Women and Law Division’s 
mentoring program, which provides an opportunity for less experienced attorneys to learn 
from those with more experience. 

 
Carol Joven’s efforts to improve the administration of justice can also be seen in her 

work as a member of the Indianapolis Bar Foundation’s (IBF) Board of Directors. As co-
chair of IBF’s Grant Committee, she facilitated the award of grant funds to Indiana 
Disability Rights, Inc., which will create an accessible Advanced Directives Toolkit for 
people with intellectual or developmental disabilities. Additionally, while serving on IBF’s 
Visibility Committee, Carol Joven helped to promote the annual Day of Giving. She has 
also taught CLEs and presented seminars on Ethics and Social Media and on changes to 
the Indiana Appellate Rules. In addition to bettering the legal profession through her 
representation of private clients who are the victims of legal malpractice, she has provided 
legal services for clients who were unable to pay her firms’ fees and participated in the 
“Legal Lines” program sponsored by the IBA. And she is a member of the Indiana Trial 
Lawyers Association. 
 



Carol Joven is also deeply involved in her community. That involvement includes 
serving as both a member and vice president on the Board of Directors for the Lawrence 
Summer Kids Camp, whose mission includes building bridges to the ethnic communities 
around Lawrence. She has also served as Minister of Hospitality for St. Simon the Apostle 
Catholic Church, and she has previously volunteered at Gleaners Food Bank, Shepard 
Community Center, and Coburn Place. In addition to these community contributions, she 
organized her law firm’s participation in the March for Hunger Campaign event; 
volunteered at school athletic events and events to raise funds for tuition assistance and 
teacher compensation; served as judge for moot court competitions at the Indiana 
University law schools and Wabash College; and she regularly judges moot court 
arguments as part of the Indiana Appellate Institute, to assist lawyers representing clients 
of modest means with oral arguments.  

 
In her free time, Carol Joven enjoys attending her children’s sporting events, playing 

cards and board games, attending concerts and musicals, baking, reading, and traveling 
with family and friends, including a recent hiking trip to Aspen, Colorado. 

 

Grant Superior Court Judge Dana J. Kenworthy  
 

An innovative collaborator and leader, Dana Kenworthy has demonstrated, through 
her work with the Family Recovery Court and other professional endeavors, a unique skill 
set and a commitment to improving Indiana’s legal system and the lives of at-risk Hoosiers. 
As former Congresswoman Susan Brooks notes, “Judge Kenworthy is a humble, quiet, and 
wise leader.” Other astute observers echoed these same sentiments, describing Dana 
Kenworthy as their go-to person for both questions regarding substantive law and 
suggestions on operating a problem-solving court.  

 
Dana Kenworthy was admitted with distinction to Ball State University, where she 

received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Criminal Justice in 1998. As an 
undergraduate, she attended the Honors College Program and earned the Ball State 
University Presidential Scholarship, the Grant County Community Foundation 
Scholarship, and the Sweetser Current Opinion Club Scholarship. She was also inducted 
into the Psi Chi National Honor Society in Psychology. Dana Kenworthy then attended 
Indiana University McKinney School of Law, where she graduated summa cum laude in 
2001, placing eighth in her class. While there, she earned the Willard B. Gemmill Law 
Scholarship and the Glenn Peters Scholarship, and she was an associate member of the 
Indiana International Comparative Law Review, authoring a note titled, “The Austrian 
Psychotherapy Act: No Legal Duty to Warn.” Dana Kenworthy also volunteered in the law 
school’s pro bono Civil Practice Clinic, focusing on family law cases involving domestic 
violence, and as a legal writing tutor as a member of the Dean’s Tutorial Society. 

 



After graduating law school, Dana Kenworthy joined the Grant County Prosecutor’s 
Office as a deputy prosecutor, where she concentrated on cases involving child abuse, 
sexual assault, domestic violence, computer-facilitated crimes, and juvenile delinquency. 
She tried twenty-eight criminal jury trials and hundreds of bench trials, ranging from 
misdemeanors to murder. During her ten years as a prosecutor, Dana Kenworthy strived to 
improve the administration of justice through various roles, including as a guardian ad 
litem, as a course instructor for Finding Words (a program that teaches interview 
techniques to question children in a nonleading way), and as a coordinator for Grant 
County’s Pro Bono Program. Her contributions did not go unnoticed. In 2005, Dana 
Kenworthy received the Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s Outstanding 
Prosecutor Award. And, in 2006, she received from the Indiana Pro Bono Commission the 
Randall T. Shepard Award for her efforts both arranging volunteers to serve indigent 
litigants and organizing “Talk to a Lawyer” programs. Dana Kenworthy has additionally 
served as a member of the First Light Child Advocacy Center Multidisciplinary Team, the 
Grant County Sexual Assault Response Team, and the Marion Mayor’s Commission 
Against Domestic Violence, receiving an award in 1997 for Outstanding Service to Victims 
of Sexual Assault. She has also served on the multidisciplinary team for the Serious 
Habitual Offender Comprehensive Action Plan/Safe Policy & Safe Futures, a group that 
was organized to increase the efficacy of agency involvement in addressing and reducing 
juvenile crime and drug use. 

 
In 2010, the Indiana Supreme Court appointed Dana Kenworthy as Judge Pro 

Tempore in Grant Superior Court 2. Serving in that capacity until December 2012, she 
eliminated the court’s case backlog, sought grant funding for court improvements, and 
changed practices to save money. She then successfully won the next two general elections 
for the judicial seat. Her general jurisdiction docket includes criminal, juvenile, family, and 
probate cases. Judge Kenworthy has presided over hundreds of bench trials and eighty-two 
jury trials: seventy-four felony criminal cases and eight personal injury cases.  

 
Early in her role as a judicial officer, Judge Kenworthy recognized that the 

traditional model for child-in-need-of-services (CHINS) cases was not working, 
particularly with the 2012 surge of the opioid epidemic that compounded the multi-
generational poverty, neglect, and abuse already prevalent in many of these cases. So, she 
assembled a multidisciplinary team of stakeholders to brainstorm solutions, resulting in the 
2015 creation of Grant County’s Family Recovery Court (FRC)—a problem-solving court 
designed to provide intensive supervision and treatment services for CHINS families 
struggling with substance abuse disorder. Since the FRC’s certification, forty-one 
participants have graduated, and thirteen babies of participants have been born substance-
free. Further, through Judge Kenworthy’s tireless efforts, Grant County has become the 
“gold standard” for Family Recovery Courts, receiving state recognition, in 2019, as the 
Family Service Society, Inc’s Vision Award winner and national recognition, in 2021, as 
one of eight preeminent FRC Peer Learning Courts in the nation. 

 



Dana Kenworthy’s efforts to improve the administration of justice also include her 
service on the Indiana Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges (ICJFCJ) and the 
Juvenile Justice Improvement Committee (JJIC). As president of the ICJFCJ’s Board of 
Directors and chair of the JJIC, she has directed the groups’ creation of memos to Indiana’s 
trial court judges regarding suggested best practices during the pandemic for CHINS and 
delinquency cases (May 22, 2020) and for TPR hearings (June 4, 2020). She was then one 
of five trial court judges appointed by the Indiana Supreme Court to serve on its Resuming 
Court Operations Task Force, which led the way in establishing guidelines for resuming 
court operations. Judge Kenworthy has also served on the Indiana Juvenile Justice Reform 
Task Force, the National Center for State Courts’ Regional Judicial Opioid Initiative, the 
Indiana Child Services Oversight Committee, the Indiana Interstate Compact State 
Council, the Indiana Department of Child Services Regional Service Council, the Grant 
County Community Corrections Board/Justice Reinvestment Advisory Council (currently 
serving as vice-president), the Grant County Substance Abuse Task Force, and the Grant 
County Bar Association (former president 2004–2006 and 2007–2010). Additionally, she 
serves on the Indiana Judicial Conference Board of Directors and has served on Judicial 
Conference Committees regarding juvenile justice, family, and court personnel matters. In 
September, Judge Kenworthy replaced Justice David on the Interim Study Committee on 
Child Services.  

 
Appointed by Governor Mike Pence, Judge Kenworthy also previously served on 

the Indiana Governor’s Adoption Study Committee to improve the adoption process in 
Indiana. And, for the past nine years, she has collaborated with individuals across multiple 
disciplines on legislative issues involving children and families, often providing written 
and verbal testimony. She is a frequent speaker at judicial and legislative education events, 
and previously served as an adjunct professor at both Indiana Wesleyan University and 
Indiana Business College/Harrison College. 

 
Dedicated to her local community, Judge Kenworthy and her husband served as 

foster parents to fifteen children—infants to teenagers—from 2003 to 2006. Her 
commitment to children and families continued with her service on the CASA of Grant 
County Board of Directors (serving as president from 2009–2010) and the Family Service 
Society, Inc. Board of Directors (serving as president from 2008–2009). Dana Kenworthy 
is a previous member of the Board of Directors for the Marion-Grant County Senior Center 
and the Marion-Grant County Chamber of Commerce. She also previously served as a 
judge for the “We the People” competition at Mississinewa Community School and as an 
emcee and judge for the Grant County Drug, Alcohol, and Tobacco Awareness Quiz Bowl 
for grade school students. And she currently serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Gemmill Foundation, which annually awards undergraduate and law-school scholarships.  

 
In her spare time, Dana Kenworthy likes to travel to sites with historic relevance. 

She also enjoys reading, cooking, exercising, and spending quiet time with her husband 
and cat. 



I would be pleased to discuss any of these candidates with you in greater detail. And 
I am confident that you will similarly conclude that all three nominees are of a high caliber 
and that any of them would be a lasting credit to the Court of Appeals of Indiana.  
 

 
  Sincerely, 
 

           
 

Loretta H. Rush 
Chief Justice of Indiana 
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