County Council Meeting
January 217, 2020

Present: Aaron Benton, Todd Grundhoefer, Blake Bunner, David Gogel, Steve Haaff, Todd
Ruxer, Attorney Andrew Foster, Auditqr Heidi Greene

Meeting was called to order by President Aaron Benton at 5:00 P.M.

Minutes

Bunner made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 17%, 2019 County Council
meeting and January 27, 2020 County Council Reorganization Meeting. Grundhoefer seconded
the motion, motion was approved,

Meeting Dotes and Times
Ruxer made a motion to continue Council meetings on the 3" Tuesday of every month at 5:00
P.M. Haaff seconded the motion, motjon approved.

Sheriff Reinke-Part Time Cook

Sheriff Reinke states she is in need of two part time cook positions. Reinke states that the
additional cooks would provide coverage for vacation, personal and sick time and will oniy be
used on as need basis. She also states that this will not increase the budget. Gogel made o
motion to approve 2 additional part time cooks making this a total of 7 part time cooks to reflect
on the saiary ordinance. Ruxer seconded the motion, motion approved.

Proposed Ordinance — Innkeeper’s Tax

Treasurer Horris stated when attending the Treasurer’s Conference it was encouraged for the
Innkeeper’s to pay the tax directly to the state. Harris also states confidentiality is one of the
reasons the tax should be poid directly to the state. Auditor Greene stated this was also o topic
at the Auditor’s Conference. Greene stated confidentiality was one of the concerns. Greene
states that property taxes are the only other tax coffected by the county, Melissa Arnold, with the
Visitors Bureau, states the Visitor’s Bureau on the state level is instructing the tax should be
collected on a county level.

Arnold states that there is a confidentiality agreement with the herself the bureaus secretary and
the Spencer County Treasurer. Bunner asked if the bureau knows the amount of tax paid. Arnold
states that she herself and the secretary sees the tax amounts. Arnold states that with review of
Jforms submitted by an Innkeeper and or significant drop in amount paid presents a red flog. She
will reach out to the Innkeeper in question. Arnold states they are the enforcer. Bunner states he
believes this is possibly the reason for the encouragement for the tax be paid to the stote. -
Bunner stotes if knowing the tax being paid revenue can be calculated and that is proprietary
information. Bunner states this is the Department of Revenue’s responsibility. Mr. Lovell, with
the Bureau, stated that prior to 2004 the tox was paid to directly to the state and there was
always a delay in receiving disbursement from the state. Lovell stated that the cash flow is a vital
part to any business and is needed to promote campaigns and determine a budget. He states
that is why in 2004 it was determined the tax be paid to the county.

Jeff Lindsey states he spoke with an innkeeper today and that Innkeeper would like to pay
directly to the state along with any other tax that is to be paid that month. Paying the tax to the
county Is a three step process, Innkeeper starts at the Auditors office then to the treasures office
and returns to the Auditor’s office. Lindsey stuted thot prior to 2004 there were problems with
receiving money from the state for the Highway, CEDIT funds and others. But this process has
changed the State Department of Revenue has improved their process.

Gogel made a motion to occept Ordinance 2020-01 with the effective date Aprif 13,2020
Ordinance Transferring Enforcement of innkeeper’s Tax to the indiana Department of Revenue.
Bunner seconded the motion. Vote was taken, Bunner, Gogel, Haaff and Benton voted yes. Ruxer
voted no and Grundhoefer ubstained. The second reading of the ordinance will be at the
February meeting.

Board of Zoning Appeals

Kay Erwin with Planning and Zoning presented a letter requesting Mr. Charlie Waninger be
appointed to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Gogei made a motion to table this appointment until
the February meeting. Bunner seconded the motion, motion approved.
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New Business

Matt Knepper resigned as d Spencer County Council member. With this resignation Kay Erwin
states an appointment is needed for the Area Planning and Zoning Committee. Bunner muade a
motion to make this appointrment at the February meeting. Gogel seconded motion, meotion
approved.

Benton, on the behalf of the Council, wanted to thank Matt Kneeper for his hard work and
dedication to Spencer County as @ Councilman. Also, wishing him the best of luck in all of his
future endeavors. '

Advertisements prior to the next meeting.

$300,000.00 to be advertised from CUMCAP for the EMA/Solid Waste Building. Gagel made o
motion to advertise the $300,000.00 from CUMCAP. Haaff seconded the motion, motion
approved. Gogef made a motion to advertise $72,000.00 from COIT/County General.
Grundhoefer seconded the motion, motion approved.

Legal Report
* Foster states he had been osked if the Innkeeper’s tax can e diverted. He stotes he does not
pelieve it can. Foster states the Buredu does have to have their budget approved each year.

Foster states he would like to see the Ordinances indexed in a different way. The current
Ordinances are not currently indexed in a very effective manner. Benton states this will be looked
into.

Blake made a motion to adjourn, Ruxer seconded the motion, motion approved. Meeting was
adjourned at 6:17 P.M.
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