

THE MARTIN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING

July 14, 2021
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session July 14, 2021 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners present were: President Paul George and Commissioner J. Cody Roush, Commissioner Aaron Summers attended virtually. Attorney Dave Lett. Also attending: Bobbie Abel, Auditor; Scott Seals, Highway Superintendent; Terri Alcorn, Highway Clerk; Pat Jones; Mike Jones; Ronald Barker, President Crane Town Board, Henry Lauders, Crane Board Member; Ernest Abel; Josh Greene, Chief Deputy; Cecil Ragsdale, Shoals Town Board; Sierra Rutledge, Shoals Town Clerk-Treasurer; Angie Risacher, Martin County Alliance Director; Jerry Ervin; Monty Wolf, EMA Director; Andy Ringwald, EMA; Andrew Benton, Clean Martin County Inc. 
President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 5:30 pm. 
The minutes from the regular meeting of June 29, 2021 were approved with a motion made by Commissioner Roush, seconded by President George. Motions made and passed by roll call.  Commissioner Summers stated virtually in favor, Commissioners George and Roush in favor, motion passed.
The Claims and Allowances were approved with the motion by Commissioner Roush, seconded virtually by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, the motion passed.  

Cecil Ragsdale, Shoals Town Board and Sierra Rutledge, Shoals Clerk-Treasurer, asked if the Commissioners would consider assisting the Town of Shoals by dedicating a portion of the County ARPA funding for a State Revolving Fund Loan which can be used for water and waste water infrastructure.   The Commissioners stated they would include the Town of Shoals when planning the usage of the ARPA funds. 
Josh Greene, Chief Deputy, gave the inmate count for the Security Center.  They have a total of seventy-nine, one DOC and thirty-two Vigo County inmates.

Jerry Ervin, attended the meeting at the request of Joshua Hughett, Animal Control Officer regarding an animal at large.  Attorney Lett advised that the ordinance requires a hearing be held to determine if a violation of the code has transpired. The Commissioners will hold a Special Meeting following the Regular Session on July 27, 2021.  

Angie Risacher, Martin County Alliance Director, provided multiple updates.  E-Solve is working with the Alliance on a housing project.  E-Solve is conducting an electronic housing survey.  It has been published on Facebook and paper surveys can be acquired by contacting Ms. Risacher.  They need someone from the Commissioners or Council or both to be on the housing board.  The Phase III OCRA grant is closing tomorrow for-profit business.  More applications were received than funding is available.  The acquisition of additional funding is being sought.  The Town of Crane is looking to source new laterals for water system.  Director Risacher asked if the Commissioners would supply a letter of support for RTC in their applications for grant funding of broadband service.   The Commissioners stated they would be very interested in supporting their efforts to acquire funding.
Scott Seals, Highway Superintendent, informed that HWC is working on locking down a date to begin paving projects.  The Mowermax will be delivered tomorrow and operational training will be next week.  Crews are out working please use caution.  A discussion transpired about including shoulder work in the next application for Community Crossing Grant.  Mr. Mike Jones thanked the Highway Department for their help installing a culvert.
Andrew Benton, Clean Martin County Inc.  is wanting to implement programs to help get a handle on cleaning up Martin County environmentally and visually.  He is interested in developing a program to assist property owners who are wanting to clean up but lack help and or funds.  Angie Risacher asked him to help her with the housing projects which are being implemented within the County. 

Attorney Dave Lett, submitted a draft of an unsafe dwelling ordinance for the Commissioners consideration.  Attorney Lett also presented a contract for PayGov.US to supply the means for the Recorder’s Office and Auditor’s Office to provide electronic payment for services at no cost to the County.  A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Roush, seconded virtually by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed.

Bobbie Abel, Auditor, submitted a copier/printer maintenance agreement for the Extension Office for Hoosier Business Machines.  A motion to approve was made by Commissioner Roush, seconded virtually by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed. Auditor Abel, submitted a quote to install a camera and equipment to provide a secure way for the public to access the Council and Commissioner meetings in a live or a recorded version.  A discussion followed regarding the pros and cons of the current system versus a live stream. A motion to approve the quote for the installation of a camera and corresponding equipment in the amount of $1,689.48 with World Class PC Inc. was made by Commissioner Roush, seconded by President George.  All in favor (Commissioner Summers virtually in favor), motion passed.  
Courtney Hughett, Martin County Humane Society, announced that the first surgery in the new clinic has been performed.  The clinic is open to anyone interested in spaying or neutering their pets.  They will have a full schedule beginning next week. The bi-annual report will be submitted at the next Commissioner meeting.  

Veterans Service Officers report given by President George.  Total of four trips were taken.  Eighteen incoming and twenty-three outgoing calls made. Three meetings attended with six veterans assisted.
Important Dates:

Safety meeting July 21, 2021 @ 9:00 am (4:00 pm at the Highway)
Budget Workshops July 26, 2021 beginning 8:00 am

Economic Development Meeting Tuesday, July 27, 2021 @ 5:00 pm. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:06 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Roush seconded by Commissioner Summers virtually.  All were in favor and the motion passed. The next Commissioner meeting will be held Wednesday, July 27, 2021 at 5:30pm.  
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